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while the Minister himself made good his escape and took refuge with the

Japanese.

Police began rounding up the students, but disorders continued even

after the jails were filled. For every student who was imprisoned, a dozen

or more were ready to continue the demonstrations. &quot;The movement elec

trified the whole country, according to Emi Siao. &quot;Students of Tientsin,

Shanghai, Nanking and Wuhan, in the provinces of Kwangtung, Kwangsi,

Fukien, Shansi, Chekiang, Kiangsi and Hunan and in the Northeast rose

in indignation. Strikes, protest meetings and the boycott of Japanese goods

spread like wildfire. Students and intellectuals from every corner of the

country threw themselves into this anti-Japanese movement. The demand

for organization and action was universal.&quot;
15

It was often difficult for the observer to determine how much of this

anger was directed against Japan and how much was deflected against

countries of the West.

The implications of the Russian Revolution began to dawn on many
Chinese intellectuals just at the moment when disillusionment with the

West was thus reaching a climax. Men like Ch en Tu-hsiu and Li Ta-chao

hailed this event as the beginning of another &quot;New Tide&quot; in thought.
The real victory, according to Li Ta-chao, had been won by Lenin, Trotsky
and Marx rather than by Woodrow Wilson, and supporters of the new Bol

shevism hailed it as a gospel of salvation.151

It was at the summons of this world revolutionary upheaval, of the

Russian revolution, and at the call of Lenin/ Mao wrote years later in the

New Democracy, &quot;that the May 4th* movement actually took
place.&quot;

152

Page 177.

(33) Sometime early in 1919 Mao went to Shanghai with a student

who was on his way to France. *1 had a ticket only to Tientsin, and I

did not know how I was to get any farther. But, as the Chinese proverb

says, heaven will not delay a traveler. . . .

&quot; 153 A fellow student loaned

him ten dollars which was sufficient to take him as far as P u-k ou

[Pukow]. On the way he stopped at Ch ii-fou [Kiifow] and visited the

grave of Confucius. &quot;I saw the small stream where Confucius disciples
bathed their feet and the little town where the sage lived as a child. He
is supposed to have planted a famous tree near the historic temple dedi

cated to him, and I saw that. I also stopped by the river where Yen Hui,
one of Confucius famous disciples, had once lived, and I saw the birth-

** Emi Siao, p. 69.
351

Kiang, p. 76.
1Ba Mao Tse-tung, &quot;The New Democracy/ in The Strategy and Tactics of World

Communism, Supplement IE, &quot;Communism in China&quot; (Washington, 1949), p. 86.
158

Autobiogra.phy, p. 25.
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place of Mencius. On this trip I climbed Tai Shan, the sacred mountain of

Shantung. . . .&quot;

154

On reaching P u-k ou, Mao found himself penniless again. &quot;Nobody had

any money to lend me; I did not know how I was to get out of town. But
the worst of the tragedy happened when a thief stole my only pair of
shoes! Ai-ya! What was I to do? But again, Heaven will not delay a

traveler, and I had a very good piece of luck. Outside the railway station

I met an old friend from Hunan, and he proved to be my good angel/ He
lent me money for a pair of shoes, and enough to buy a ticket to Shanghai.
Thus I safely completed my journey keeping an eye on my new shoes/* 155

In Shanghai Mao learned that a considerable sum of money had been
raised for sending students to France and an allowance set aside to cover

his own return to Hunan. So he saw his friends off on their ship bound
for France, and then set out for Changsha. Upon his arrival there he
found lodgings across the Siang River from the city and returned to his

old austere life of one meal of broad beans and rice a day and took

up political activities again.
155

Somewhat later in 1919 Mao made a second visit to Shanghai, where
he discussed with Ch en Tu-hsiu the possibility of organizing a League for

Reconstruction of Hunan. Then I returned to Changsha and began to

organize it. I took a place as a teacher there, meanwhile continuing my
activity in the Hsin Min Hsiieh Hui. The society had a program then for

the independence of Hunan, meaning, really, autonomy. Disgusted with

the Northern [Peking] Government, and believing that Hunan could

modernize more rapidly if freed from connections with Peking, our group

organized for separation. I was then a strong supporter of America s Mon
roe Doctrine and the Open Door/* 15T

Group by group, Chinese students were still leaving Shanghai for study
in France. As one of Hunan s groups happened to be leaving at the time

of Mao s second visit to Shanghai, he went down to the dock to see them
off. &quot;The sun,&quot; according to Emi Siao, &quot;was shining on the rippling waves

in the Whangpoo River. Both those who were leaving behind their

Motherland and those who had come to say goodbye felt sad. They found

it hard to raise their heads, but they kept looking at each other for a long
time. . . . Mao Tse-tung, in a pale blue gown, waved briefly to those on

deck. Then, without waiting for the boat to weigh anchor, he turned

around and went up the sloping jetty. Soon he was lost in noisy, jostly

crowds of people/
15

.
8

&quot;&quot;Ibid., p. 25.
ls

*Il&amp;gt;id., pp. 25-26.
1156 Emi Siao, p. 67.

Autobiography, p. 27.
168 Emi Siao, p. 70.
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Page 188.

(34) Sympathy for the Russian Revolution was growing in many parts
of China. &quot;I remember an episode in 1920,&quot; Mao recalls in the Auto

biography, &quot;when the Hsin Min Hsiieh Hui organized a demonstration to

celebrate the third anniversary of the Russian October Revolution. It was

suppressed by the police. Some of the demonstrators had attempted to

raise the Red flag at the meeting, but were prohibited from doing so by the

police. They then pointed out that according to Article 12 of the (then)

Constitution, the people had the right to assemble, organize, and speak,
but the police were not impressed. They replied that they were not there

to be taught the Constitution, but to carry out the orders of the governor,
Chao Heng-t i. From this time on I became more and more convinced that

only mass political power, secured through mass action, could guarantee
the realization of dynamic reforms.&quot;

151)

It was during the winter of 1920 that Mao, beginning to organize the

workers, was guided for the first time by Marxist theory and by the exam

ple of the Russian Revolution. During the course of his second visit to

Peking he read about developments in Russia and made every effort to

lay hands on what little Communist literature was then available in

Chinese. &quot;Three books especially deeply carved my mind,&quot; Mao told

Edgar Snow in 1936, &quot;and built up in me a faith in Marxism from which,
once I had accepted it as the correct interpretation of history, I did not

afterward waver. These books were The Communist Manifesto, translated

by Ch en Wang-tao, the first Marxist book ever published in Chinese;
Class Struggle, by Kautsky; and a History of Socialism, by Kirkupp. By
the summer of 1920 I had become, in theory and to some extent in action,
a Marxist, and from this time on I considered myself a Marxist. In the

same year I married Yang K ai-hui.&quot;
10

Page 198.

(35) Many years later another participant, Ch en T an-ch iu, wrote an
account of the meetings for The Communist International:161

&quot;In .the second half of July, 1921, nine guests unexpectedly arrived at

a private Ladies School in Pubalu Street on the
territory of the French

Concession in Shanghai. They all settled in the top story of this school.

On the ground floor, thete was nobody with the exception of the cook
who was at the same time the watchman, since the students and teachers

had left for their summer holidays. On instruction from an acquaintance,
the watchman prepared dinners for the newly arrived guests every day. In

180

Autobiography, p. 28.
180

Ibid., p. 28.
aai Chen Pan-tsu, &quot;Reminiscences of the First Congress of the Communist Party in

China,&quot; The Communist International, Octoher 1936, pp. 1361-1364.
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addition to this it was his task to see that no outsiders entered the school.

If his acquaintance had not explained who the guests were, he would
not have known, since he did not understand their dialect. Some spoke
Hunan dialect, others Hupeh dialect, while others spoke Peking dialect.

&quot;The arrivals were the representatives of the Communist circles of

various districts in China. They came to Shanghai with a view to officially

organizing the Communist Party of China. . . . The Congress lasted four

days. The following questions were discussed there: (1) the current
politi

cal situation; (2) the basic tasks of the Party; (3) the Party statutes; and

(4) organizational questions.

&quot;During
the discussion of these questions, serious disagreements arose,

particularly on the question of the basic tasks of the Party and organiza
tional principles. On the one hand a tendency of legal Marxists headed

by Li Han-tsin [Li Han-chun] came to the fore, which considered that

the Chinese proletariat was too young and did not understand the ideas of

Marxism, and required a lengthy period of propagandist and educational

work. On this basis Li Han-tsin did not consider it necessary to establish

a real proletarian party, and declared himself against the dictatorship of

the proletariat, and for bourgeois democracy.
&quot;He asserted that it was possible within the bounds of bourgeois democ

racy legally to organize and educate the proletariat, that therefore there was

no reason for immediately proceeding to build up workers trade union

organizations, and that it would be better to direct all our strength to the

development of the student movement and cultural educational work Li

Han-tsin declared that what was first of all necessary was really to organize

the intellectuals, and arm them with Marxist theory, and then when

Marxism had won the minds of the intellectuals, it would be possible with

their assistance to set about organizing and educating the workers. There

fore, he did not consider it necessary to have a disciplined and fighting

party of the proletariat, and as against that proposed the unification of the

advanced intellectuals, and a legal organization of a wide peaceful party to

occupy itself with the study of the theory of Marxism.

&quot;Making
this his starting point, he came to the conclusion that anybody

who recognizes and spreads the principles of Marxism may be a member

of the Party. He considered that it was not obligatory for a member to

belong to a definite party organization and to take part in its practical work.

The line of Li Han-tsin was also supported by Li Ta and Chen Chun-bo

[Ch en Kung-po].
&quot;Another line was an extremely &quot;Left&quot; one. It was headed by Lu Chen-

tsin [Liu Jen-ch ing] who considered the dictatorship of the proletariat to

be the immediate aim of the struggle, and opposed all legal forms of work.

He relegated the whole of the intelligentsia to the role of ideological rep

resentatives of the bourgeoisie, and considered it necessary as a rule to
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refuse to accept them into the Party. Bao Hwei-shen [Pao Hui-seng] also

declared himself in agreement with this point of view.

The majority of the delegates of the Congress opposed both incorrect

points of view. At last the general line was accepted, in which the main

task of the Party was recognized to be the struggle for the dictatorship of

the proletariat. In defining the tactics of the struggle in the transition

period, it was pointed out that the Party not only cannot reject but, on the

contrary, must actively call on the proletariat to take part in and to lead

the bourgeois democratic movement as well The line was adopted de

manding the organization of a militant and disciplined Party of the prole

tariat. The development of the trade union movement was put forward as

a central task of the work of the Communist Party. In relation to legal

forms of work, it was stated that the Party should make use of them under

definite circumstances beneficial to the proletariat. As regards the organiza
tional principles and conditions of the acceptance of membership to the

Party, it was decided to make use of the experience of the Russian Bolshe

vik Party.

&quot;The adoption of these lines laid the basis for the establishment of a

Bolshevik Party in China. The final endorsement of the Party statutes was

transferred to the fourth day of the Congress. On this day, however, after

supper, when the delegates gathered together at eight o clock in the

evening in Li Han-tsin s apartment, and the chairman announced the

continuation of the work of the Congress, a suspicious person in a long
coat appeared in a neighboring room. Li Han-tsin was sent along to find

out who was the unknown. This person replied that he was seeking for

the chairman of the Association of Social Organizations, Wan by name,
and then said he was mistaken and speedily left. It is true that the Associa

tion of Social Organizations was three houses away from Li Han-tsin s

apartment, but everybody knew that it had no chairman, and least of all

one named Wan. The appearance of this person appeared suspicious to

us, and so we quickly gathered together our documents and disappeared.

Only Li Han-tsin and Chen Chun-bo stayed behind, and it was a fact

that before ten minutes had passed after our departure, nine spies and

policemen turned up at Li Han-tsin s apartment to institute a search.

Apart from legal Marxist literature, they found nothing there, and were

therefore unable to arrest anybody.
&quot;Each of us, however, had to search for a night s lodging. We could not

return to the Ladies School, since we presumed that spies had discovered

our Congress by traces leading from the school/

Page 199.

(36) Years later Ch en T an-ch iu described the event for The Com
munist International:
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&quot;At the beginning we counted on finishing the work of the Congress in

seven days, but in connection with this incident it was decided to cut the

time down to five days. However, we could not find a suitable place in

which to continue the work of the Congress in Shanghai. It was decided

to move to Sihu (the Western Lake) in Hanchow, but before our de

parture we came to the conclusion that Sihu was not a suitable place, since

many holiday-makers come there. We therefore decided on Naihu [Nan
Hu], which is close to Tsiasin [Chiahsing], 300 li away from Shanghai.
Lovers of nature also come to this place, but in smaller numbers. When we
arrived at this place we hired a big boat, bought food and wine, and car

ried through the work of the Congress in a boat, under the guise of hav

ing an outing on the lake.

&quot;This was the last day of the Congress. Li Han-tsin [Li Han-chiin] and
Chen Chun-bo [Chen Kung-po] did not attend on this day, since a watch

was kept on them after the search had taken place. The weather that day
was dull. However, many holiday-makers appeared after eight o clock. And
this, of course, made our work more difficult. At half past nine a light
rain began. The holiday-makers departed and this made it easier for us to

continue our work in peace. We discussed the questions facing us during
the whole day, until eleven o clock at night. Apart from the final endorse

ment of the Party statutes, we discussed the question of our attitude to

wards Sun Yat-sen, the question of the establishment of a temporary Cen
tral Bureau of the Party, and then carried through the elections to the

Bureau. The question of Sun Yat-sen gave rise to a small discussion. Bao

Hwei-shen [Pao Hai-seng] considered that the Communist Party and Sun
Yat-sen represented two diametrically opposed classes, between which there

could be no compromises, and therefore the attitude towards Sun Yat-sen

must be the same as towards the Beiyan militarists, and even still more

negative, since he confused the masses by his demagogy. This conception
was rejected by the delegates of the Congress. The following line was

adopted towards this question: In general a critical attitude must be

adopted towards the teachings of Sun Yat-sen, but his various practical and

progressive actions should be supported, by adopting forms of non-Party
collaboration. The adoption of this principle laid the basis for further col

laboration between the Communist Party and the Kuomintang and for the

development of the anti-militarist and anti-imperialist movement. . . .&quot;

162

L, p. 1364. The list of those present is believed to comprise Chang Kuo-t ao,

Ch en Kung-po, Ch en T an-ch iu, Chou Fu-hai, Ho Shu-heng, Li Han-chun, Li Ta,

Liu Jen-ch ing, Mao Tse-tung, Pao Hui-seng, T eng En-ming, Tung Pi-wu and

Wang Ch iu-meng. Also present was Hendricus Sneevtiet (Maring), who represented

the Comintern.





A Brief Biographical Chronology

of Siao-yu and His
Relationship

iwth Mao Tse-tung

1894

Siao-yu was born on July 20 (lunar calendar) in Siangsiang District of

Hunan Province. Mao Tse-tung was born eight months earlier in Siangtan
District forty miles away.

1911

(Last year of the Ch ing Dynasty.) Siao-yu entered the new Provincial

Normal School of the Central Zone in Changsha. Schools were temporarily

closed in the latter part of the year due to revolution.

1912

(First year of the Republic of China.) Schools reopened in February. Siao

and Mao began their friendship as fellow students in the same school.

1914

During the course of an all-night discussion, Siao-yu and Mao Tse-tung

planned the organization of the Hsin Min Hsueh Hui (The New People s

Study Association).

1915-1918

Siao-yu completed his studies and became a teacher, first in the Hsiu Yeh

School and later in the Ch u Yi School.

1917

During the summer, Siao-yu and Mao Tse-tung journeyed together as

beggars through Hunan Province.

255
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1918

Fall, Peking: Siao sought a way for Hsin Min members to study abroad.

He accepted the post of Secretary of the French-Chinese Society of Educa
tion which was offered to him by Ts ai Yuan-p ei, President of the National

University of Peking and also President of the Society. Mao Tse-tung

joined Siao-yu and lived with him while in Peking, but decided to remain

in China when Siao sailed for France early in the following year.

1919

From headquarters at Paris, Siao-yu dealt with the problems of nearly
3,000 Chinese student-workers then in France.

1920

Siao-yu worked toward establishing a French-Chinese Institute and a

Belgic-Chinese Institute. Late in the year he presided over a meeting of

Hsin Min in Montargis Forest before returning to Peking to report on
conditions in Europe. Throughout 1919 and 1920, Siao-yu carried on an

extensive correspondence with Mao Tse-tung.

1921

Siao-yu remained at Peking to confer about petitioning France and Belgium
to apply the Boxer indemnity to the education of Chinese students in

Europe. In the spring he traveled to Changsha and lived there with Mao
and other Hsin Min members. Siao-yu traveled with Mao to Shanghai,
where the first secret conference of regional delegates to organize the

Communist Party was held, and to Chiahsing, where the conference re

convened in a boat on South Lake. Throughout this period, Siao-yu

disputed Mao s adherence to Russian Communism, and refrained from

attending the meetings.

1922

Mao Tse-tung became the secret leader of the Changsha Communists.

Siao-yu remained in Peking.

1923

Siao-yu returned to Paris to carry on his work as Secretary of the French-
Chinese Society of Education and as European correspondent of the Na
tional University of Peking.

1924

Siao-yu returned to Peking in the winter to accept the post of First

Secretary of the Minister of National Education.
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1925

When a change of government prevented his becoming First Secretary at

that time, Siao-yu accepted a position as Professor in the French-Chinese

University of Peking. He also became editor of Ming Pao (News of the

People), the organ of the Kuomintang in Peking. Two months later, be

cause of an article against the Military Government, the paper was forcibly

closed, his colleague imprisoned and Siao forced to hide for some months

in the Foreign Concession of Tientsin. When the government changed in

the autumn, Siao-yu became First Secretary of the Ministry of National

Education. The correspondence between Siao and Mao continued through
out this period.

1926

Siao-yu was appointed General Censor of all school books in the Ministry

of National Education. As the secret work of the revolution progressed,

secret police surveillance over him increased. Siao s mail was censored and

correspondence with Mao came to an end.

1927

From within the diplomatic concessions at Peking, Siao worked actively in

the revolutionary movement against militarism. When the Kuomintang

army under Chiang Kai-shek ousted the Military Government in July,

Siao and four other members of the National Party were for several weeks

the highest authority in Peking. After the establishment of the new govern

ment of the Republic at Nanking under Chiang Kai-shek, Siao became

Consul of the Ministry of Agriculture and Mines and High Commissioner

of Agriculture and Mines in Hopeh Province.

1928-1930

Siao-yu was alternately at Peking and Nanking in the following positions:

Vice Minister of Agriculture and Mines of the Republic, Dean of the

College of Agriculture, Director of the National Museum of Natural His

tory, President of the University of Hwa Pei, Professor in the French-

Chinese University, and General Secretary of the Mixed Commission on

French-Chinese education.

1931-1932

With the change of government, Siao-yu withdrew from the political

sphere, but continued in his educational posts. He accepted a commission

from the Central Government to study agriculture and forests in Europe.

1933

In June at Shanghai Siao married Phyllis Ling-cho. In August they sailed

for Europe.
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1937

Sino-Japanese war was declared. In winter Siao returned to China alone

to aid the national defense from headquarters in Hongkong.

1938

In September Siao left Hongkong for his fourth journey to France,

1941

Siao was elected Vice President of the Institute of Higher Chinese Studies

at the Sorbonne.

1943

When France and China broke diplomatic relations, Siao, in his post as

University Professor, became China s sole representative in France. He
served four years as President of the Committee of Aid for Chinese

Students. In Lyons, Siao, as Vice President, directed the French-Chinese

Institute.

1945-1948

After returning to Paris, Siao traveled to London to attend UNESCO
conferences. Four times he was the chief delegate from China to assist at

general assemblies of the World Federation of United Nations Associa

tions, and was elected vice president of this federation when Jan Masaryk
was president.

1947

Elected Vice President of the French-Chinese Society of Education in Paris.

1948

Elected Director of the Sino-International Library at Geneva.

1951

Preparations started to transfer Library to Montevideo on the invitation of

the government of Uruguay.

1953

In June the Siao-yus arrived at Montevideo.

1957

Mrs. Siao passed away on May 21.
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205
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Monroe Doctrine, 249

Montargis, 49, 170, 179, 180, 183-

185, 187
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228, 236, 240
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190, 192-195 passim
Russian Bolshevik Party, 252

Russian Revolution, 173, 177, 248,
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at First Normal School in

Changsha, 31-37, 39-40, 41,

52, 56-60, 66-70; co-founder

of the Hsin Min Study Associ
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Mao Tse-tung, 81-160; pro
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179, 183-185, 187, 203; re
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Poo, 204; friendship with Yang
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Taoism, 118-119
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Tibet, 114, 213
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170, 180, 183, 185, 243
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162-164, 165, 166, 168, 170-

171, 175, 178-180, 182, 183-

185, 187, 240, 241, 243, 244

Ts ai Yiian-p ei, 69-70, 164, 165,

166, 167, 168, 169, 171-172,

176, 183, 189

Ts ao Ju-lin, 247
Tsarist Russia, 213, 220

Tseng Kuo-fan, 94, 218

Tsingtao, 238
Tso Tsung-t ang, 218
Tuan Hsi-p en, 245-246

Tung Chung-shu, 150

Tung Meng Hui, 222, 229, 231
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Twenty-one Demands, 238, 247
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Tzu-chang, see Siao, Emi

Tzu-cheng, see Siao-yu
Tz u-hsi, 219, 227
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Wang Ch iu-meng, 253n
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236
Wei Shan Monastery, 105, 107,
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Wilhelm II, 69, 238
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Wuchang, 27, 28, 230
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