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HISTORY

BY GEORG E HOPKINS BOND,

'94

Athletics in one form or another seem to have been always associated with
the student life in Syracuse University. It was doubtless the same in old
Genesee before but the records are barren as to the details thereof.
It is a noteworthy coincidence too, that the periods of greatest athletic
successes seem always to have been at times when the University
itself was especially prosperous. Just what relation the two have borne to
each other, one cannot say, but it is safe enough to presume that athletic
~ictories have always increased and will always increase, the number of the
students entering Syracuse University, and will tend to strengthen the
loyalty of those within her walls.
To-day, at Syracuse University, Athletics, or in a broader sense, physical
training, is as much a part of the curriculum as Mathematics and rightly so.
Student life must have some vent through which to pour its exuberant
spirits which, if not directed, often lead to evil results.
In the gymnasium or upon the · track or field, excessive spirits can be
directed in channels beneficial to health, thereby bringing about better
results in the class room, whereas otherwise they might break out in college
rioting and disorder. Indeed, it is a remarkable fact and one for which
faculties cannot claim credit except in so far as they have encouraged
athletic training, that since the increase of intercollegiate games and the
general building of college gymnasiu"ms, hazing, drunkenness, mischievous
destruction of college property and general student disorder, have been
steadily on the wane.
Again, intercollegiate games and the victories they bring, have vastly
increased the college spirit among alumni and under-graduates alike. They
have played a great part in college traditions and, after all, it is the inheritance of traditions that makes a great University. Indeed the sacrifices
incident to athletic training, the hard fought battles on the track, gridiron
and ball-field, the earnest support of the non-conteotants, all stimulate the
love of alma mater and that is a sentiment which ought to lie in the heart
of every college man and woman very close to love of country and love of
home.
There has been no step backward in the growth of athletics in general at
Syracuse. Certain branches have become extinct. The cricket bats in the
store-room of the Hall of Languages, the old University boat-house on the
shore of Onondaga lake are relics of the past, but other sports more in
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keeping with the financial resources of the University for athletics have
taken their places.
Some departments have been at times weaker than others, but, all in all,
Syracuse bas bad a great development in athletics and the strides.forward
for the last ten years have been mammoth.
In the early days of Syracuse University, baseball, football and boating
seem to have first secured places in student life. In 1872 baseball games
were played with local amateur and professional teams. The football played
was the association or kicking games quite unlike the present style and it
was confined to inter-class contests.
Chancellor Wi-nchell supported all branches of sport, especially boating.
Baseball first emerged into an intercollegiate contest and the first ~arne
was with Hamilton College in the fall of 1873.
There was considerable agitation to improve the condition of the athletic
field, but nothing of record appears until 1874 when the faculty appointed
a committee to provide suitable ball and cricket grounds. The present
location of the athletic field had not been contemplated at that time. Baseball and football games were played in a meadow on the east side of UniYersity Avenue, a square below the single college building.
In April 1872 a baseball association of the students was organized and in
October 1873 a constitution of Syracuse University Navy was adopted, but
it was not until March 1875 that an Athletic Association was organized to
control baseball, football, cricket and croquet with a common treasury for all.
In the same year Syracuse won her first intercollegiate game by defeating
Cornell at baseball, 2o-14.
The first appearance of track games was in the Spring of 1876. A fieldday was held at Syracuse Driving Park and in all twenty events were contested They included a rifle match, an egg race, a football game and a
wheelbarrow race.
From 1876 to 1879 intercollegiate games seem to have been abandoned.
Cornell was challenged in baseball and football, but declined. Contests
were confined to inter-class and inter-fraternity games. In. 1878 Cornell
cancelled two baseball g~mes because players were incapacitated and in 1879
Rochester was defeated. Cricket was revived and evoked much intt-rest,
but Columbia and Harvard were the only colleges where the game was
played and the expense was too great to send the eleven to meet either.
Boating bad already been given up as too expensive a sport. Two shells
that had been secured by subscriptions were left in the boat-house on the
lake and were only recently destroyed by a fire. This branch of athletics
never assumed greater proportions than contests between rival college crews.
One regatta was held on Onondaga lake.
In 188o came the first organized attempt at intercollegiate organization.
Syracuse and Cornell issued a call for a meeting to form an Intercoliegiate
Baseball Association, and these two institutions, with Hamilton and Union
Colleges and Rochester and Madison (now Colgate) Universities, adopted
a cons~itution and schedule.
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Syracuse won three and lost four games in the first year of this first league,
and the amateur status of the players in some of the colleges was a source
of contention.
During the next four years intercollegiate games were nearly given up.
There was a baseball team and association football was played, but the College was not represented against its old rivals. Two reasons might be
assigned for this: bitter fraternity rivalry and the lack of proper athletic
grounds. There was one game with Cornell, but all other games were of a
local character.
Track games, however, were held with marked regularity. Not one year
passed without them. Perhaps it has been .this persistent regularity in
track training continued from those early days down to the present that has
had much to do with the remarkable success of our University in track
athletics in these later days.
It was about this time that what was known as the old gymnasium was
equipped. It was in reality an old tool house, very dilapidated and totally
inadequate for any use whatever. There were some a~hletic enthusiasts,
however, who were determined that Syracuse University should at least
make a start upon a place for physical training, and these students, at their
own expense and by subscriptions, gathered together a few pieces of
apparatus.
This gymnasium was simply disreputable and in the Spring of '86 was
burned. Perhaps this was a piece of lawlessness, but it has been said that
the .originators of the plan hoped by this anarchistic means to forcibly call
the attention of the powers to the urgent need of areal gymnasiull!-. Surely
it was not entire vandalism for tradition has it that the Janitor's setting hen
was removed to a place of safety before the torch was applied.
After this, indeed, before this, most of the students desiring physical
training went to the Y. M. C. A. Gymnasium.
The roller skating craze was on at this time and Syracuse was represented
by a polo team which played with the 'toea! teams ana one game with
Rochester University.
In 1885 Syracuse again entered the State Intercollegiate Baseball Association. At the close of the baseball convention in January r885, the delegates re-convened to form an Intercollegiate Track Athletic Association,
and the first field day was appointed to be held at Geneva in-May 1885.
The Colleges were Cornell, Rochester, Hobart, Union, HamiHon, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute of Troy, and Syracuse, Syracuse does not seem
to have competed in this first field meet, but took fourth place in the second
meet. Soon afterward Columbia was admitted to the Association.
Iu r887, the third annual field meet of the New York State Intercollegiate
Track Athletic Association was held in Syracuse. Cornell won easily and
Syracuse was second.
The occasion was remarkable on account of a very closely contested rope
pull between Syracuse and Cornell. . An intercollegiate tennis tournament
preceded this meet and was also won by Cornell.
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It was in 1887 that Syracuse had the first opportunity of entering larger
nelds of intercollegiate sports. An invitation was. received to go into a
baseball league with Cornell, University of Pennsylvania, LaFayette and
Lehigh. Such a league might be advisable in baseball to-day.
In 1888, at the winter meeting of the Intercollegiate Baseball Association,
dissensions broke out over professionalism. Hob~~;rt withdrew and Cornell
was expelled for refusing to return the Cup awarderl to Union. In the
spring the baseball team was very successful, winning five of the six games
played and the championship. The track men•were equally successful at
the intercollegiate meet at Rochester, winning the championship with eight
nrst and five second places. In the autumn there was football agitation
but no team.
In the !"pring of 1889 Hamilton College won the intercollegiate field day
at Albany "'ith Syracuse secona. The ball team did not complete its schedule
for financial reasons.
In the Fall of 18B9, the intercollegiate football game was introduced at
Syracuse. Games were played with the local High School and one with
Rochester University. These were the first match intercollegiate football
games. In the Spring the baseball team had a coach, a professional, and
won three out of six games. This was the first instance of a paid coach.
A new ball ground was laid out on the campus and something done to
improve the field.
The intercollegiate track and field meet was held at Syracuse. Hamilton
College won again with Syracuse second.
The next few years were remarkable for the rapid growth of a spirit
decidedly in favor of athletics in the student body and the faculty. The
track and field upon the campus were improved yearly and the present
gymnasium was built and ready for occupancy in the late Fall of 189r.
The track team won three successive field meets in the State Intercollegiate
Association, those of '91, '92 and '93· In '92 a trainer was secured for the
track men for ten days, namely, Mr. Piper of the New York Athletic Club,
and he was the first track coach. During these same years the baseball
team had been fairly successful, although the schedule of games in the
State Intercollegiate Association often had to be cut short because the
required funds were lacking.
Football had been a trifle more successful. During the Fall of '90, the
team enterE'd the State Intercollegiate Football Association, composed of
Union, Hamilton, Colgate, Rochester and Syracuse. In 1890 the team was
strong and had two men, Messrs. Winston and Galbraith (Cornell) to coach
at various times during the season. (See Annal!<, p. 49·) In 1B91 Mr. Wells
of Wesleyan, succeeding Mr. Galbraith, coached, and a training table was
maintained throughout the season. (See Annals, p. 51.) Still Union and
Colgate always seemed to be too strong for Syracuse and with Hamilton it
was about an even thing.
When college was opened in 1892 there was a dearth of football material.
Hernandez, a Cornell man, coached for two weeks and after that the captain struggled through the. season as best he could with a weak eleven.

ATHLETICS

773

In 18<)3 Winston, a professional, coached for six weeks. (See Annals,
p. 56.) The season was only a little more successful so far as games wtre
concerned than that of 18<)2, but the basis for future successful teams was
being laid. lJoth years the team -remained in the State Intercollegiate Football Association.
Up to this period most of the misfortunes in athletics were due to unsystematic management, Individuals did their best but there was always a
hitch where a new management began. Old mistakes were not corrected
and indebtedness for which no one seemed to be directly responsible hurt
the standing of the University with the business men of the city. Still
much had been accomplished and the athletic spirit was stronger than it
had ever been before. The victories of the track team had given to the student body of the time a taste l:>f success, and this with the well equipped
gymnasium, secured through the efforts of Chancellor Sims, standing out
prominently on the campus, brought about a feeling that something must
be done to systematize matters,
In 1893 the faculty appointed Professors Mace, Hargitt and Smalley a
committee on athletics. The last-named, with the hearty assent and cooperation of his colleagues, prepared a plan of athletic organization involving
a larger committee as stated below. The faculty adopted this "Charter,"
and the "General Athletic Committee" was appointed, and, on organization,
(See Annals, May 1894, p. 58.) the author of the plan was made chairman, a
position which he still holds. The students welcomed an organization that
systematized and unified all branches of athletics, and from that time this
Committee has been the governing body in all athletic affairs outside of the
gymnasium work Itself. The formation of the General Athletic Committee
is substantially the same now as it was at the time of its creation. It is
composed of three members of the faculty of the College of Liberal Arts
and one faculty member from each of the other colleges, two alumni mem·
bers, the director of the gymnasium, one under-graduate from each of the
three upper classes in the College of Liberal Arts, one student each from
the College of Fine Arts and of Law and two from the College of Medicine.
It is divided into sub-committees, each of which has charge of a particular branch of athletics, with one special sub-committee on :finance. The
student managers and captains are members of the particular sub-committee
which has supervision over the department they represent, and are associate
members of the General Committee, but have no vote.
The working of the General Athletic Commitee is simple. It controls all
:finances, nominates managers to the student body, who elect or decline to
elect as the case may ·be, and forms a responsible body which may be held
accountable for athletic affairs by the Chancellor, trustees, faculty, students
and those outside college circles.
The student managers arrange all details after consultation with the members of the sub-committee of which they are members, the sub-committee
reports to the General Athletic Committee which can accept or reject the
report or take up the subject in detail, with the freedom of full authority.
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In the Spring of 1894 the State Intercollegiate field-day was held in
Syracuse. Union, Hamilton, Colgate, Hobart, Rochester and Syracuse, all
the colleges in the Association, were strongly represented. Union won after
a close struggle with Syracuse, aud the prizes, which were silver cups, were
distribU:ted in the evening at a joint concert given by the Glee Clubs of the
respective colleges. (See Annals, p. 58.) This was the last important
mee.ting of the New York State Intercollegiate Track Athletic Association.
Bad feeling arose, and Hamilton college withdrew, to be followed soon
after by Union because· that institution took offense when her baseball
team was expelled ·from the Baseball Association in which the same six
colleges had been represented. The baseball team during the same Spring
was not strong and did not complete the full schedule of games.
In the Fall of 1894 the development of the previous two football seasons
began to show. The coaching was done by Geo. H. Bond, a graduate. In
the State Intercollegiate Association, Hamilton was beaten so to o, Rochester by a smaller score and Union won in a close game. Outside the
Association, the important games were a defeat by Cornell and Colgate, and
defeats of Cornell's second team and Hobart.
Following the football season there was agitation for a better athletic
field, and through the efforts of Chancellor Day, Mr. John D. Archbold,
president of the Boaxd of Trustees, gave instructions to prepare and equip a
field and erect a suitable grand-stand at his expense. The appreciation of
this magnificent gift is keener each year and its usefulness more apparent.
A class especially for the preliminary training of athletes indoors was
organized by Mr. J, A. R. Scott, the Director of the Gymnasium, and has
since been maintained. He has also given his attention to the teams after
they have taken the field. His aid has been valuable especially in the
matter of the physicial condition of the men.
In the spring the new athletic field was opened with an invitation meet at
which athletes from all parts of the State competed. (See Annals 8 June,
1895, p. 61.) The contestants at the State Intercollegiate field day which
was held in Syracuse, were Rochester, Colgate and Syracuse, and our own
team won easily.
The baseball team also began to pick up in its work, although it was
somewhat behind the other teams in point of actual victories. Finance was
now the great trouble, and here Chancellor Day again came to the rescue by
obtair:ing from the Trustees the authority to credit to athletics the sum of
$3.00 from each incidental fee paid by the students as a part of their
tuition. This was a smaller sum than many students had given before, but
it ensured a fixed sum which was in the aggregate much more than had ever
been raised previously and it had the added advantage of distributing a
burden which before had been cheerfully borne by the minority for the
sake of the reputation of the University on the athletic field. In return for
this credit tickets are now issued to all students which give them admittance to all games and there is no fee for· gymnasium privileges ; so that all
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in all, the money expen led upon athletics by the individual student at
Syracuse University is probably smaller than in any other prominent college
in the country.
Four years, r89$ to 1899, have passed under this · regime and it may be
truthfully said :that the athletic prowess of Syracuse University has exceeded
the most sanguine expectations. Every competitor of previous years,
except Cornell, has been defeated. Our reputation has gone beyond .the
limits of the State. It is impossible in a limited space to properly out-line
all of the steps that, in baseball, led up to the defeat of Wesleyan; in
track athletics, to scoring fifth place, Pennsylvania, Princeton, Harvard
and Yale alone scoring more points in the great American Intercollegiate
field day games at New York; or in football to the struggles upon our own
field with Trinity, New York University, and Cornell, which have been the
accomplishments of the year 1898.
Some mention ought also to be made of the regular in-door athletic
meets which have been held annually in the gymnasium, of the
basketball team which has represented the University in 1897 and 1898, as
well as of the ladies' basketball team. Then there is the fencing club of
the winter of 1898-99. All must certainly come under the general head of
Athletics.
A few notable events of the years 1895, 1896, 1897 and 1898 in football',
baseball and track sports should be mentioned before concluding this meager
record of more than a quarter of a century of athletics in Syracuse
University.
In 1895 and t896, Geo. 0. Redington, a Syracuse University man of two
years, afterwards of Yale, coached the football team.
In 1897 and 1898, F. E. Wade, a graduate of Yale('96) and of the College of
l.aw, Syracuse University ('98) coached the football men. There was a peculiarly fortunate element in the coaching of Redington and Wade. While both
had the skill and training of Yale men in football tactics, they also had an
inter.e st in the success of the team growing out of their undergraduate connection with the University, which made their work of far greater value
than that of the paid coach only.
In r895, Syracuse took the first step out into wider fields by meeting
Williams College at Williamstown, Mass. Williams was victorious but her
goal line was crossed twice. Cornell was held down to eight points and
Colgate was defeated for the first time the same Fall.
In 1896, Syracuse again met Williams, this time at Albany and was again
defeated after putting up a strong fight. ·During both 1895 and 1896
Rochester and Hobart were defeated, and several games were played with
other than College teams, notably some close contests with St. John ' s
Military Academy.
In 1897, Union with which College no game . had been played for two
years, came down to Syracuse and was defeated, 4o-o.
A tie game fr6 was played with Colgate at Hamilton. These were the
most notable games in 1897.
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In 1898, the team went as far west as Cleveland and defeaterl Case Scientific School. New York University was defeated at Syracuse, and Trinity
came west and played a tie game on the Syracuse campus. Cornell for the
first thpe sent her first eleven to Syracuse. Syracuse was· defeated but
mad~ an excellent showing.
During the four years from 1895-1899. the baseball team also maue a very
rapid advance. Union, Colgate, Rochester and Hobart were defeated at one
time or another. In 1897, the nine defeated the United States Military
Academy team at West Point. by a score of 2o-2, and in the Spring of 1898,
came the still more notable defeat of Wesleyan. Syracuse and Wesleyan,
long rivals for students among certain preparatory schools, had never before
Illet upon the ~thletic field, and the defeat of the older institution by a
score. of 8-5 was a source of considerable gratification . Two games were
lost to Cornell, one a twelve-inning game closely contested. These games
did much to increase student interest in baseball. A thirteen-inning tie
game on the campus with the University of Vermont showed by the support
accorded the team a permanent reinstatement of interest in collegiate baseball which gives great promise for future teams.
During the same four years the record of the track team excelled that of
either of the other teams.
The State Intercollegiate Track Association became finally a dual contest
with Rochester, the other ~colleges having withdrawn to form a union by
themselves. In baseball and football the same thing occurred. On the part
of some at least of the old rivals, there seemed to be a spirit of animosity
toward Syracuse, and it was with difficulty that games could be arranged
with them in baseball and football, and some years this was not possible.
In track athletics it was out of the question. Syracuse refused to abandon
the old association in favor of the Union which had been entered into by
Hamilton, Union, Colgate and Hobart, on the ground that certain qualifications imposed upon contestants were unfair to a portion of her students on
account of conditions and courses which existed at Syracuse and which
were not found in the other institutions. Rochester and Syracuse continued
their relations under the old name of the State Association, but Syracuse
began also to look about for stronger opponents.
The first opportunity came in the Spring of 18¢, when Syracuse met and
defeated Williams on the grounds of the Ridgefield Athletic Club at
Albany by a score of 6~46. During the winter of 1895 admission had
been secured to the Intercollegiate Association of Amateur Athletes
of America, and at the Spring games in New York, at which almost every
prominent college in the United States was represente<l, Syracuse competed
for the first tim~. Three men Fikes (No . 1455), Kraus (No. 1383) and Brown
(No. 1353) represented Syracuse. As had been half expected it was
not possible to secure even a point. Nothing daunted, a team of four. men
was sent in 18¢ to the '' Mott Haven Games.'' These men were C. D.
Whittemore '99, E . H. Kraus (No. 1383), E. W. Murray (No. 15¢) and H.
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G. Lee '99· Though they made their presence known, they also failed
to score.
In 1B97 Cornell for the first time met Syracuse in a dl\al meet. The field
day was held on" University Oval" and Cornell won 67-45. The week
following the Williams team came to Syracuse and turned the tables of the
previous year, winning by a score of 65-47. This defeat taught Syracuse
not to schedule two hard meets on successive Saturdays.
Rochester was overwhelmed the same spring, but the chief consolation of
the year came through winning one point in the games of the Intercollegiate
Association of Amateur Athletes of America. This one point was secured
by Whittemore's taking a third place in the IOO·yard dash. It was the
lowest possible score, but was better than most of the contesting colleges
made, because the strong teams of the largest institutions took nearly everything and that one point tied Syracuse with Cornell for sixth place.
In 1898 in addition to the regular gymnasium training, Frank E. Wade,
who had been the football coach, and who had been a member of the Yale
track team, was secured to coach the men upon the track.
The Syracuse-Rochester games this year were not held on account of the
large number of Rochester athletes having enlisted in the volunteer army,
but the regular Cornell meet was held and Syracuse defeated in spirited
games by a score of 62~-49~.
Then came the games of the American Intercollegiate Association.
Four men were sent to New York, and this little team performed the
remarkable feat of scoring nine points in a field day which was without par·
allel in the history of the Association for extraordinary performances and
the number of records that were broken. In this contest of champions,
the colleges stood, Pennsylvania, Princeton, Harvard, Yale, Syracuse.
Afterward came Columbia, Cornell, Williams and a number of other prominent colleges.
Syracuse took a fourth place in the Ioo-yard dash ; second place in the
44o-yard run and first place in the broad jump. Besides securing first place
in the jump, Prinstein, 'or, the Syracuse contestant, established a new
American collegiate and intercollegiate record of 23 feet 1Ys inches.
The members of the team were H. G. Lee, '99, Lewis, '99, Whittemore, '99
and Prinstein, '01. The skill of the first three of these men and to some
extent at least of the fourth, was the result of Syracuse University training.
The year 1898 marks also the complete recognition of athletic relations
between Syracuse and Cornell, the latter having sent her three teams, football, baseball and track, to Syracuse to compete upon our campus.
This concludes the review of about twenty-seven years of the history of
athietics in Syracuse University, and the present time finds every department stronger than it has ever been before. The fortunes of our future
teams may vary slightly, but it is safe enough to say that Syracuse University
is capable of maintaining her athletic reputation undiminished and that
greater honors await her in the future.
But to gain the atl!letic success that now lies within the reach of our alma
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mater, two elements not yet well supplied are necessary, viz: greater financial and advisory support. On $3,000 a year we are competing on even
terms and successfully with colleges whose athletic resources are from
three times to many times our own. The student body which pays an
inci(lental athletic fee of $3.00 each per year is not giving the support to
athletics that is given in many smaller colleges and that is absolutely necessary to maintain the teams in their present class, and there is no systematic
plan continuously operated for securing financial aid from the alumni.
Again, the alumni are represented by only two members on the General
Athletic Committee. Either this number should be considerably increased
or a large advisory committee of alumni appointed whose authority and influence should be duly acknowledged. It is exceedingly important to bring the
alumni into closer and more active connection with athletic management
both as to general policy and details in order to secure the benefit of their
experience and knowledge. In the great colleges of New England their
influence is paramount and their activity the great feature in athletics. At
present there is but little effort made to here get at the sentiment of these
intensely interested friends or to secure their advice in athletic policy, intercollegiate anrllocal, a practice that has proven so beneficial in other colleges
and that always brings with it the largest measure of financial and moral
support.
[Mr. Bond, in the concluding paragraphs of the above sketch, spoke very \nodestl_y of
the claims of the alumni, presumably because of his own active relation to athletics smce
his ~raduation. The privilege of makin~ additions in harmony with the thought and
spint of the article was accorded the edttor. and advantage 'was taken of this to more
fully write what was incompletely expressed by him for reasons above stated.
In addition to the faculty members of the General Athletic Committee mentioned in
the article, other valuable members have been Professors Emens, HolzWarth, Morris,
Gaggin, Totman and Van Duyn ; Instructors Gaggin and Hawley ; also alumni W . Y.
Foote and James Devine.
Athletics are in college to stay. It is the conviction of many thonghtfnl observers of
the lives of young men and women durin~ their college course, that a systematic and. in
part compulsory, course of physical traimng is essential to the best results. The moral,
the intellectual and the physical evolution should go hand in hand. No symmetrical
development can be otherwise secured. Bearing this fact in mind athletics no longer
appear as mere play. Wisely directed they form a part of a properly regulated plan of
physical training that surely makes stronger, healthier and happier men and women.
Nothing contributes so much to the success and pleasure of intellectual activity as a sound
body, unless it be a good conscience, and both are essential. A gymnRsium is as neces·
sary to a college as a library, a good field and track as a laboratory. Athletic spUrts do
more harm than good, but athletic sports wisely conditioned are stimulating and essential.
An endowment of Athletics would be an endowment largely benefitting every department.and no endowment of any department could secure benefits so general. This broader
view of college athletics as a part of a course of physical training and as purely amateur in
character is the view now prevailing in the colleges and among observing men, and to
emphasize this view in its two-fold aspect is not only the condition of their usefulness but
of their existence. The tendency is upward and ethical. The day of thugs is past
Attention must be called to developments that postdate the sending of thlS article to
the printer. (1) Chancellor Day, who is a memberofthenewlyorganized Lakeside Yacht
and Boat Club of Syrac&se, received from University Trustee Lyman C. Smith, 21 March
1899, the offer to donate a shell if the students would organize an University Navy. The
latter are delighted and great results are expected. The Navy will be accommodated at
the elegant boat-house of the club, and the Chancellor offers the use of his launch. (See
also p . 27.) (2) A .mass-meeting of University students of all Colleges was held in the
chapel of the Hall of Languages, 24 March 1899, to secure subscriptions for athleti<!'s .
Chancellor Day presided. Speeches were made by profesijors and alumni and $825 subscribed. Prestdent Archbold's generous offer of $500 was .thus more than duplicated.
There was enthusiasm and evidence of great confidence, but no excitement. Faculty and
students unite in promoting physical training and well-regulated out-door sports.EDITOR.]

BEST SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY T-RACK AND FIELD RECORDS
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Compiled by Robt. B. Adams (see Non-graduates) and published in The Uniflersil1! Tribune,21 Mar. 1898. Revised and brought down to date by T . Ralph Robinson,
RECORD.

EVENT.

HOLDER.

PLACE.

'98.

GAMES .

DATE.

G. W. Hoyt, '93·
Maurice Fikes, '97·
C. D.Whittemore, '99·

Kirkwood Park, Syra.
June .7,'92.
Rochester Driving P'k. May 31,'95.
University Oval.
May 8,'97·

Y. M. C. A., 5th meet.
N.Y. S. I. A. A., uth meet.
Cornell-Syracuse.

Maurice Fikes, '97·

Rochester Driving P'k. May 31,'95.

N. Y. S. I. A. A., nth meet.

Maurice Fikes,

Rochester Driving P'k. May 31,'95.
University Oval.
May 8.'97·

N.Y. S. I. A. A., nth meet.
Cornell-Syracuse.

V. S. Orvis, 'ox.

University Oval.

April 23, '98. Interclass.

Mile Run ........... ... 4 min. 42 sec. .R.Hebblethwaite, '97·

University Oval.

May 8,'97·

Cornell-Syracuse .

120 Yds. Hurdle . . .. .. . 17 seconds.

W. F. Lewis, '99·

University Oval.

May 22,'97.

N.Y. S. I. A. A., 13th meet.

220 Yds. Hurdle . ...... 27! seconds.

W. F. Lewis, '99·

University Oval.

April 23, '98. Interclass.

C. C. Brown, '¢.

Rochester Driving P'k. May 31,'95.

N.Y. S. I. A. A., nth meet.

University Oval.

May 23,'96.

N.Y. S. I. A. A., 12th meet.

*100 Yds. dash .. .. . ... .

10 seconds.

220 Yds. Dash ......... 22 seconds.
440 Y ds. Dash .....

..

so! seconds.

8So ·Yds. Run .... ... . .. 2 min. 5 sec.

2 Mile Bicycle ........ .

5min.38~sec.

I H. G. Lee, '99· '97·

Mile Walk . . ....... .. .. 7min. 21! sec. E. H. Kraus, '¢.
fRunning High Jump .. . 5 ft. 6J( in.

Myer Prinstein, 'ol.

University Oval.

May 7,'98.

Cornell-Syracuse.

fRunning Broad Jump .. 23ft. 878 in.

Myer Prinstein, 'o1.

Travers Island.

June 11,'98.

N.Y. A. C. Spring games.

V. S. Orvis, 'ox.

University Oval.

April23, '98. Interclass.

W. S. Mullholland, '98.

University Oval.

May23,'96.

J. J. Glass, 'ox.

University Oval.

Ma:Y7.'98.

Pole Vault. ..... .. _,_.... 10ft. 1}{ in.
~Putting

16-lb. Shot . .. .. 38ft.

8~

in.

Th.r owing 16:-lb. Ham'r. 104ft. 8 in.

N.Y. S. I. A. A., 12th meet.
Cornell-Syracuse.

*H. G. l,ee, '99, ran trial heat in 100 yds. dash in Cornell-Syracuse games in 10 seconds (1897). t J. M. Scrafford, 'o2, jumped 5 ft. 8 in. indoor record, 9 Mar. r899.
*This record when made was a world's record, but was soon after broken by a student in the Univ. of Dublin. It now stands as the American and Collegiate record. Mr. Prinstein also holds the Intercollegiate record, 23ft. 7~ in. OE;. T. Glass, 'o2, made an indoor record of 39ft. 9~ in., 9 Mar. 1899.
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SKETCH OF THE SYRACUSE ACADEMIC
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
BY T. R. ROBINSON,

'98

The position which Syracuse University has taken in track athletics
rendered it very fitting that she should inaugurate this academic association.
The object as stated in the constitution is "the advancement of amateur
athletics among preparatory schools.'' A circular letter was sent · in the
spring of 1898 to the gymnasia of the University and to a number of other
preparatory schools, inviting them to send representatives for the purpose of organizing an association and teams for a meet on the University
field.
The '' Syracuse Cup'' was the prize to be given to the school winning the
most points and to be held by that school for one year. Fourteen leading
preparatory schools responded to the invitation and the evening before the
field day, 27 May 1898, a . permanent organization was effected by the
adoption of a constitution. By the provisions of this constitution Syracuse
University becomes the patron, and offers to the as~ociation its active and
moral support. The annual field days are to be held on the University Oval
and the management is placed in the hands of the Executive Committee of
the Association together with the General Athletic Committee of the
University.
The formation of this association was the result of correspondence
between A. L. Travis, 94 of the Hudson River Institute (Claverack) and
Prof. Smalley. The idea received the sanction of the General Athletic
Committee and the latter was asked to take active charge of the meet and
the formation of the association. In this work he was greatly aided by
A. L. Travis, '94; Instructor E. R. Smith, '96, then of Cazenovia Seminary,
now of the University; Mr. Scott, Director of the Gymnasium ; and Messrs.
Robinson, '98, Manager, and Boland, '99, Asst. Manager of University track
team.
The meet was a success from every standpoint; the representatives of the
~chools enthusiastically agreeing on the ~dvisability of perfecting a permanent organization. It is confidently expected that the influence of this
association as now organized will be felt for purer athletics not only
in preparatory schools but in the colleges which draw from these
schools.
The following schools united in the organization of the Association :
Hudson River Institute, Claverack, N. Y.
High School, Syracuse, N.Y.
Yates Academy, Chittenango, N.Y.
Utica Free Academy, Utica, N. Y.
High School, Pulaski, N. Y.
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Mexico Academy, Mexico, N.Y.
Fairfield Seminary, Fairfield, N.Y.
Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, Lima, N.Y.
Seneca !Falls Academy, Seneca Falls, N.Y.
Cazenovia Seminary, Cazenovia, N.Y.
High School, Jordan, N. Y.
Normal School, Cortland, N.Y.
Wyoming Seminary, Kingston, Pa.
Dickinson Seminary, Williamsport, Pa.
Syracuse High School won the Cup for the year rS<)B-99 by a close margin.
The records of the Association are appended :

RECORDS
Record.

Event.

Name.

Date.

School.

100 yds. dash,

to 4-5 sec.,

G. C. Bladworth,

Claverack,

120 yds. hurdle,

18 2-5 sec.,

G. C. Bladworth,

Claverack,

"

4 min. s6 sec.,

---Naylor,

Pulaski,

..

"
"

24 sec.,

L. W. Johnson,

Cortland;

"

"

Syracuse,
Syracuse,

"
"

1:

mile run,

220

yds. dash,

1 mile bicycle,

2

I2 lb. hammer,

130ft. t1% in., Edward Glass,

min. 44 sec., Haskell Brown,

May 28, 1898.

One-half mile run,

2

John Evans,

Wyoming,

"

12lb. shot,

44ft. 6 in.,

Edward Glass,

Syracuse,

440 yd. dash,

54 sec.,

---Griffith,

Pulaski,

"
"

Running broad jump,

19ft. 9% in.,

I. W. Barnes,

Wyoming,

"

Pole Vault,

10ft. 6 in.,

Harry Gardner,

Syracuse.

"

Running high jump,

S ft. 6%· in.,

Harry Gardner,

Syracuse,

"

min. 9sec ..

"
"
"
"

"
"
"
"

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

"
"

