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The South Side Innovation Center (SSIC) is part of the South
Side Entrepreneurial Connect Project launched several years
ago by the nationally ranked Entrepreneurship and Emerging
Enterprises (EEE) Program at the Whitman School of Management at Syracuse University. The foundation for the project
was the strong belief and commitment to this belief that the
key to sustainable economic development and empowerment
of those in the South Side is entrepreneurship. By building
upon valuable assets in the South Side, and connecting them
to resources on the Syracuse campus and in the broader
Syracuse region, the SSIC will help to create a vibrant entrepreneurial culture that is sustainable and growth oriented.

FEATURE | The historical inauguration and how local community members celebrated this
amazing event and the new president who holds so much hope for the future.

The overarching goal of the South Side Entrepreneurial Connect Project is to foster the
development of a sizeable entrepreneurial community within the South Side, increasing the number of new start ups, together with a supportive infrastructure that ensures
the sustainability of existing small businesses. The SSIC was the first critical step to
provide much needed physical infrastructure to support entrepreneurial development
and address the entrepreneurship-related needs of residents of the South Side.

BUSINESS | Local businesses you should know about and check out. Also, tips on how to
save money but still have a good time during this recession.
ENTERTAINMENT | Reggae artist Prince Theo comes to local community center, along with
the last performance of a local band.
COMMUNITY PROFILE | A local is nominated as an Unsung Hero as well as a look at one
mothers everyday life at being a single mom on the Southside.

The South Side Innovation Center (SSIC) is a facility that fosters and supports new
entrepreneurs and new business development by providing temporary, low cost infrastructure; business and market evaluation, assessment, and guidance; local and
government program support; and personal mentoring. The goal of the SSIC is to
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Wednesday, April 8, 2009 at the
Oncenter in Syracuse, NY.
Register online at www.
WISEconference.com.
Registration is $65.00 for
an entire day of networking
and inspiration from 		
successful women in business!
For more information,
contact Lindsay Wickhamat
315-443-3550 or
lwickham@syr.edu.

coming soon

COMMUNITY
TEST KITCHEN

The Syracuse Community
Test Kitchen (COMTEK) is
a joint collaboration with
Nelson farms and Whitman
School of Management. The
Community Test Kitchen
located within the SSIC will
support new and existing
food entrepreneurs with
training and guidance to
commercialize home recipes.

www.southsidestand.com

Grant Writing

2009 WISE Symposium

(COMTEK)
Joint Project by Nelson Farms
at Morrisville State College &
SU

Entrepreneurial
Marketing
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To all of those who cared
for my beloved companion, Michael J. Hamm,
during the last 2 1/2
years, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation and gratitude. It was
a long road with many ups
and downs, but through
it all there were so many
wonderful, caring people
who came into Mike’s and
my life. They will never be
forgotten.

I will also never forget all the great times volunteering at Manley Field House for the
adult Special Olympics program, sponsored by the Syracuse Chargers Track Club. I will
remember all the enjoyable times we shared with these athletes and how they were so
happy to use the facility.
Also the Syracuse Chargers Track Club will never forget about Manley Field House
and SU’s generosity for letting us use it for all these years. I will miss running inside
there. But I will never forget the good memories.

Peter Fekete

MY DREAM
I love exciting things. Engineers know what’s exciting. That’s why I would like to become
an engineer. This is my dream.
Since I was little I have been helping my dad fix cars, four wheelers and all kinds of
vehicles, These days used to be long days and they still are but I love the work. My mom says
I work too much. One day as I was just waking up, my dad said it’s going to be a long day.
We were opening the pool. First we were taking the cover off, that wasn’t that hard. The pool
was dirty but we could clean that. Then we went to the basement to get the filter and got the
machine that powers the pool. Then we got the compressor. We blew the pipes out then clean
bubbles came from the bottom of the pool. We hooked up the machine, Then we hooked up
the filter. The pipe broke and we went inside. The next day we got the pipe at the pool store.
We went home and hooked it up. Then we flipped the switch, nothing! Then we took the filter
apart, blew the pipes, hooked it back up and it worked! Tell me that wasn’t work!
I want to get a great job as an engineer. It is hard to get a good job with this economy but,
I have faith my whole family will. My grandma says I can be any thing I want to be. I think I will
work were my dad does because my dad is an a engineer.
All my life I’ve wanted to be an engineer I like taking things apart like the stove and
putting it back together. My mom is afraid of coming home and the fridge being in pieces. I
thought about saying I’m not going to take the fridge apart but I can’t do it. My dream is to be
an engineer and to always love my family.

York, combined with your race and ethnicity, can dramatically influence the kind of health care you get.
The site -- https://apps.nyhealth.gov/statistics/
prevention/quality_indicators -- lists hospital admission rates by ZIP code for 12 preventable illnesses
such as high blood pressure, uncontrolled diabetes,
asthma and pneumonia. Good outpatient care often
can prevent, detect and treat those conditions before
they require expensive hospitalizations, according to
the Health Department.
The site also breaks down admission rates for
these “avoidable hospitalizations” by race and ethnicity.
In ZIP code 13204 on Syracuse’s West Side, for
example, hospitalization rates are 1 1/2 times higher
for Hispanics and four times higher for African-Americans than they are for whites.
Dr. Richard F. Daines, the state’s health commissioner, said the ZIP code data -- known as the
Prevention Quality Indicator -- will let public health
officials, doctors and hospitals quickly pinpoint gaps
in primary and preventive care in their communities
that need to be filled.
“This is a powerful planning tool,” Daines said.
The Health Department says the indicators are
screening tools, not definitive measures of quality
problems. They can flag potential problems in a community that may require more in-depth analysis.
James T. Mulder can be reached at
470-2245 or jmulder@syracuse.com

tracking hospitalizations in cny
The state Health Department has
a new database that lists hospital
admission rates for 12 preventable
conditions by postal ZIP code. The
data are an indicator of where preventive health care may be lacking.

Hospitalization rates higher
than the state average. . .

13204
south west side

49%

13208

produce

for sale at
south side lot
“store for a day”
south salina parking lot

9am

Syracuse South Side
residents will have a new
option for buying fresh
produce today.
“Store for a Day” will be
held beginning 9 a.m. in
the South Salina Street
parking lot across from
the Dunk & Bright Showroom. It will continue until
all produce is sold.
Syracuse University’s
South Side Initiative, the
Southside Community
Coalition, GroundWorks

syracuse north side

10%

13205
syracuse south side

66%

our service

FOR RESIDENT
BUSINESSES
• Business Advice /
Mentoring
• Monitoring Business
Progress
• Referrals / Contacts
• Networking Opportunities
• Financing Advice /
Assistance

Dustin Stout, Grimshaw Elementary
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People who live on Syracuse’s South Side in ZIP
code 13205 are about 3 1/2 times more likely to be
hospitalized for preventable illnesses than Skaneateles residents who live in ZIP code 13152.
A new Web site created by the state Health
Department shows where you live in Central New

average

I would like to say thank you so much for letting us use your facility for all these years. We
will really miss the use of Manley Field House. I feel that as a Section 3 runner, we took for granted
that the facility would always be there for us. I know that running there for me was “ home “ for all
these years.

Staff Writer

above

I have great memories of running at Manley Field House for indoor high school
meets. Syracuse University is going to redesign this facility to better meet the needs of
the SU athletic program, which will mean no further use of the track. I am sorry that
high school runners will not be able to run there anymore.

By | James T. Mulder

fresh

• Entrepreneurial Training

The Stand | February 2009

www.southsidestand.com

www.southsidestand.com

To the Editor:

To the Editor:

average

To the Editor:
I was recently a patient
for eight days at Crouse
Hospital. The nurses,
doctors and staff exemplified the care a patient
should receive while in
the hospital. I have the
greatest respect for them,
especially the staff on 4
North.
-Patricia J. Reilly, Baldwinsville

THANKS TO SU FOR GREAT MEMORIES OF TRACK EVENTS AT FIELD HOUSE

above

To the Editor:
This year, the Liverpool
Central School District
has a historic opportunity
to change the direction
of policies and practices
throughout the school district. With a board election
in May and the selection
of a new superintendent
later in the year, we as a
community can mark an
official end to a series of
mistakes and an array of
disappointment.
-Matt Jones, Liverpool

MANLEY’S VIRTUES

ow your zip code can influence
your level of health care in CNY

average

READERS REACT

features
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Reflections
on Race

> Igna con vulluptat inis alit nissi bla aSectem velis doloreet nonsequi tis nulput augue dolore dolum quis ametumsan henis augait veliquatue con vercidunt landreet ut veliquipis aliquisim ing ex
elenim niatuerat. Ut utpat, consed min ute feu. | Joe Smith, Staff Photo

By | Maureen Sieh
Urban Affairs Editor

African-Americans make up 12 percent of the nation’s population so Obama couldn’t win on the black vote alone, said
Mitchell, an African-American who was a registered Republican
until a few months ago, when he changed his status to nonenrolled because he became disenchanted with the Republican Party.
Now, Mitchell is watching some polls that say Obama will
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Do polls accurately
reflect voters’
intentions this
year?

SUBHEAD HERE TO BREAK UP
Polls are mixed. Most have Obama ahead by 4
to 14 percentage points, except for a recent AP poll
that showed him neck and neck with John McCain.
But do people really tell pollsters the truth
when asked about race? Are they telling pollsters
they will vote for Obama but when they walk into
the polling booth they won’t?
Political and polling experts call this the Bradley effect, after Tom Bradley, the former Los Angeles
mayor who lost his bid to become governor of
California in 1982. A poll a week before the election showed Bradley, an African-American, seven
points ahead of his white Republican rival, George
Deukmejian.
Pollsters theorized that some white voters said
they would support Bradley, but changed their
minds in the voting booth.
In this year’s presidential contest race will be
a factor for some voters, but political experts and
historians say they don’t believe there will be much
of a Bradley effect.
David Bositis, a voting rights expert at the Joint
Center for Political and Economic Studies in Washington, D.C., said the people who are bringing up
race need to be reminded that Obama’s campaign
began with upscale, educated white voters.

SUBHEAD HERE TO BREAK UP
“There is no Bradley effect, and there hasn’t
been one in a long time,” he said.
Though this is the first time the country could
be electing a black president, race would be less of
a factor because blacks and other minorities have
been elected to local and statewide offices, said
Jeff Stonecash, a political pollster and professor of
political science at Syracuse University’s Maxwell
School of Citizenship and Public Affairs. He cited
New York’s Mayor David Dinkins, former Virginia Gov.
Doug Wilder, who is now mayor of Richmond,Va.,
and Gov. Deval Patrick, of Massachusetts.
McCain is hurting, Stonecash said, because of
the economy and the Iraq war.

“A Democrat ought to be killing him,” Stonecash
said of McCain.“If it’s race, then whites ought to be
less enthusiastic about a black Democratic candidate. I think the polls are realistic in Obama’s favor.
This is not the same country it was 25 years ago.”
The consensus seems to be there are still
people who will not vote for Obama because he’s
black, but the number who would lie to pollsters
about it is probably smaller than 26 years ago when
Bradley ran for office.
Theodore Montgomery Jr., owner of House of
Hair Barber and Beauty Shop on Syracuse’s South
Side, says he thinks polls showing Obama ahead are
accurate.

SUBHEAD HERE TO BREAK UP
“We won’t know until after the election, but I
really do believe that he’s going to win,” said Montgomery, 53, who owns the shop with his father, the
Rev. Theodore Montgomery Sr., 72, and his brother,
Kevin Montgomery, 40.“All the churches I’ve been
going to, all of them are voting for Obama.”
Joe Sgambati, 83, a registered Republican and
an undecided voter from Syracuse, said he doesn’t
trust the polls because he thinks people don’t usually speak the truth when it comes to race.
The World War II veteran said race should not
factor into the presidential race, but he believes for
some voters it will. People should vote for the best
person who can lead the country, said Sgambati,
who is white.
Ernest Palma, 78, said he doesn’t trust the polls
because he’s done his own informal polling at the
liquor store where he works and at the North Area
Athletic Club on the city’s North Side, where he
meets some high school buddies for breakfast on
Friday mornings.

SUBHEAD HERE TO BREAK UP
“People are not truthful,” said Palma, of Camillus,
who is white.“I don’t believe them because I know
their tendency. They may say Obama, but you know
they’re just telling you what you want to hear. How
many of the people who voted for Hillary will vote
for Obama? I don’t know. I voted for Hillary in the
primary; I have to swing to Obama.”
Marcelle Haddix, an African-American and registered Democrat from Syracuse, said the polls may
not be a true reflection of how people will vote.
Some Republicans who say they’re voting for
McCain may change their mind when they enter the
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Corey Mitchell didn’t think Sen. Barack Obama had a shot
at becoming president of the United States because he felt white
Americans were not ready to vote for a black president.

win and seeing crowds of white people at Obama’s
rallies. He thinks maybe it’s just possible voters will
elect the United States’ first black president.
But what will really happen on Nov. 4?
“A lot of people are saying they’re going to vote
for him, but what are they going to do in the voting
booth?” he asked.
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FAITH CENTER
SHOUTS AND
PRAISE

school and youth

Central New Yorkers Gather to Share

Southside charter holds Multicultural

Read-In

Clapping, cheering and
laughter could be heard
outside the Brady Faith
Center on Syracuse’s
South Avenue.
Inside, an ebullient
group of about 15
parishioners, mostly older
people, celebrated the
inauguration.

“These people
that are here
probably have
experienced the
very segregation —
the very system —
that makes this day
so unbelievable,”
said the Rev. John C.
Schopfer.

When Obama was
sworn in, the women
turned to embrace each
other. One wept.

“I never thought
I’d see it in my

46%

teachers need to push
& challenge their
children more

SYRACUSE WOMAN, 90, FEELS THE
SIGNIFICANCE
None among the dozen friends who gathered in a
Strathmore neighborhood living room to watch the
inauguration thought they’d live to see an African
American elected president.
To vote for a black man, she said, “was a miracle,
almost, because we came so far down the road.”

NEW PRESIDENCY MEANS HOPE,
COMPASSION
Applause filled the student lounge at Cayuga
Community College’s Fulton campus, as Barack
Obama said “so help me God” after pledging to
uphold the Constitution of the United States.
“This means hope to me,” said associate professor
of English Pat McCurdy. “He is a leader of
compassion and dignity. Maybe our country will be
more inclusive now.”
Nina Wegner, Fulton, NY
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74%
school rules are
enforec consistently
& fairly

SYRACUSE BARBERSHOP BUZZ IS ALL
ABOUT OBAMA
The buzz of hair clippers was drowned out by
the voice of the new president blaring from four
televisions at the House of Hair, a barbershop on
Syracuse’s South Side.
The room smelled of cigar smoke and hair products. A handful of customers and barbers, all men,
bantered intermittently, their eyes fixed on the
televisions.
“I’m very excited. I never thought in my life that
I’d see this, after all we’ve been through and all
we’re still going through,” said shop owner Ted

MCKINLEY-BRIGHTON STUDENTS HOLD
PARADE
Instead of heading to the capital to watch the inaugural parade, students at Syracuse’s McKinley-

> Southside charter fourth-graders (from left to right) Carina Jett, Deiona Delee and Janet Vixtha-Cerritos read in the cafeteria
during the school’s Multicultural Read-In to celebrate Black History Month. | Joe Smith, Staff Photo

By | Sapna Kollali
Staff Writer

> Eighth-grader Etavia Droz (center) reads to
first-graders (from left to right) Sherrontierra
Miller, Symone Mitchell and Julianna Pinkston on
Wednesday during the first annual Multicultural
Read-In at Southside Academy Charter School |
Joe Smith, Staff Photo

Students at Southside Academy Charter School celebrated
Black History Month on Wednesday with a Multicultural ReadIn.
Instead of focusing only on African-American history
during February, the school used the month to discuss diversity
and multiculturalism.
Students in kindergarten through eighth grade learned
about the “sit-in” demonstrations used during the Civil Rights
Movement last month, said school social worker Candace
Johnson, who coordinated the Black History Month events. She
modeled the school’s first annual read-in on the sit-ins, she said.
The school librarian helped students select books with
multicultural themes, and students could also bring their own
books, Johnson said.
For about 45 minutes, students in second through sixth
grade sat in the cafeteria and read to themselves. Students in
seventh and eighth grade sat in the hallways around school
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80%
27%
children are safe at
school

discipline problems
are not under control
at school

41%
the district makes
good use of its
finances

26%
quality of teachers
and staff is the most
positive part of the
district
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The parishioners,
mostly women, sat
on folding chairs and
watched the inauguration,
rapt. When the presidentelect appeared, shouts
of “Yes you did!” rang
through the room. One
elderly woman jumped
up and began to dance
as the group around her
clapped.

SYRACUSE SCHOOL
DISTRICT RELEASES
NEW PARENT SURVEY
This year’s district survey
of parents and guardians,
the third such survey,
was conducted last
month. The phone survey
included 1,004 parents
from around the city and
asked them about a
variety of topics, including
the quality of schools
and teachers, safety and
transportation, discipline
issues and school
spending.

on the side
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RECESSION FUN

5 TIPS
The downturn in the
economy is hitting everyone, teens included.

Here are some ways to
help you financially and to
still have fun during this
recession:

1
2
3
4

an estimated night
out to see a movie
with three friends is
anywhere from $30 to
$38 without snacks.
Renting a movie for a
night in is around $5.
re-work your
clothes

cut an old pair of
jeans down into a skirt
or try your hand at
sewing in order to add
embellishments.
get a reusable
water bottle

this saves you money
by not buying water
bottles from a vending
machine, and it’s good
for the environment.
take advantage of
local events

find out when local
concerts or festivals
are. It saves you gas
money and higher
prices elsewhere.
who knows how
long this recession
will last

the best we can do
is save money and
practice good financial
habits that we can
carry through this
recession and through
life.

Support your local business, in the
community and online
Resident Businesses
FIVE STAR CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES
Owner Steve Coker
Phone 315-443-8595
Email fivestarcuse@aol.com

Virtual Members
Businesses

our service

THE LITTLE THINGS

• Business Advice /

Owner: Vivian Green
Phone: 315-426-7785

Mentoring

Email: cseavivian@yahoo.com

ALWAYS ON TIME
Owner Charles Fielder
Phone 315-443-8664
Email alwaysontime@gmail.com
Website www.alwaysontimecny.com

KINGDOM TOURS
Owner Curtis Lane
Phone 315-443-8517
Email charter@kingdomtoursllc.com

FYM LOGIC
Owner Yolanda & Floyd Mitchell
Phone 315-443-8656
Email yolandam@fymlogic.com
Website www.fymlogic.com

HELPING HANDS (MITCHELLS
CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS)
Owner Ed & Jean Mitchell
Phone 315-443-8505
Email edmitchell@twcny.rr.com
Website www.
mitchellsconstructionsolutions.com

WORKSHOPS TO OFFER
TIPS ON FINANCIAL
MATTERS
A three-part workshop
on personal finance, debt
management, and energy
conservation will be held at
Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Madison County starting 9 a.m.
Feb. 26.

LEO’S FLOOR CARE
Owner: Leo Howington
Phone: 315-218-6743
Email: lhowingt@twcny.rr.com
THE CANDY MAN (RL HOLLIS
ASSOCIATES LLC)
Owner: Robert Hollis
Phone: 315-476-6668
Email: thecandyman@rlhollisassociates.
com
Website: www.rlhollisassociates.com

MWBE PROGRAM
Owner: Charles Anderson
Phone: 315-448-8708 /
Email: charlesanderson7@gmail.com

FELDER-SYRACUSE TRACK &
FIELD STADIUM
Owner: Gary Crawford
Phone: 315-492-0127 /
Email: hethrows2@yahoo.com
Website: www.felderstadium.com

The first session, “Making
Ends Meet,” is designed to help
participants establish family
financial goals. Free money
management tools will be
provided.
The second, “Exploring Credit/
Debt Management Issues,”
begins at 11 a.m. and will
examine credit reports.
The final session, “Save Energy,
Save Dollars,” starts at 2 p.m.
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• Monitoring Business
Progress
• Referrals / Contacts
• Networking Opportunities
• Financing Advice /
Assistance
• Entrepreneurial Training
Programs

music notebook

Jamaican Reggae Star
Prince Theo at Southwest CC
Soon after Patrice Bey and Kendric
Bedell put their heads together to form
The People’s Stride concert series in Syracuse, Bey knew just whom to call to get the
project off to a rousing start.
A couple of years ago, Bey “had the
privilege of performing alongside”
Prince Theo when
Bey returned to
her and Theo’s
native Jamaica
to stage a tribute
concert to Garnet
Silk.“I’ve been
following Prince
Theo since then,”
says Bey, whose life
has taken her to
Brooklyn, Harlem
and now Syracuse,
where she’s senior
economic developer and Empire
Zone coordinator
for the city.
Bey called Prince Theo, asking the
reggae star if he’d like to be part of a positive concert for the community.“He agreed
right away,” said Bey.
Prince Theo will headline the series
debut, a show that starts at 6 p.m. Saturday
at the Southwest Community Center, 401
South Ave., Syracuse. He’ll be preceded
onstage by Bey, Syracuse rapper Jimmy
Black (that’s Bedell’s performing name)
and another Syracuse rapper whose
identity Bey wants to keep a mystery until
the show.
The People’s Stride is a series that
promises music free of profanity and
sexual content.
Bey says the idea was fostered in

February, when the Jamaican government
passed a law keeping music that includes
those sore points from radio airplay.
“A statement I’d like to make to the
community is: We can keep it clean and
inject a positive message to the community,” Bey says.“Hip-hop and reggae have a
history of keeping it clean.”
Bey wants artists to look at a bigger
picture than commercial success.
Tickets are $20, available in advance
at the center and also at the door on
Saturday.
Bey says she hopes to stage the
second concert of the series in about a
month and a half and plans to move it
among Syracuse’s community centers.

LONG SINCE FORGOTTEN SAYS
GOODBYE
For almost a decade, the four musicians in the Syracuse rock band Long
Since Forgotten have recorded and toured
with energy and purpose.
The successful run for brothers Josh
and Caleb Coy and bandmates Jeff French
and Steve Stockin ends Sunday at a 5:30
p.m. show at the Lost Horizon, Erie Boulevard East at Thompson Road in Syracuse.
Also on the bill are the young and talented Syracuse band White Picket Fence,
Fireworks, This Time Next Year, Parms and
Park Ranger.
It’s an all-ages show, with a cover
charge of $8.
Long Since Forgotten toured relentlessly in the early 2000s and recorded for
RocketStar Records, based out of Washington state.
Last year, Caleb Coy put out a solo
project for Aux Records, called Caleb
Micah.
Promoter Matt Dunn says,“They’ve
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IF YOU GO
Prince
Theo
when

saturday february
21st
where

southwest
community
center
how much

$20 at the door
or in advance

Long Since
Forgotten
when

sunday february
22nd, 5:30pm
where

Lost Horizon, Erie
Blvd
how much

HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMANCES

Spring Musicals
what

Les Miserables
when

March 20th, 21st,
22nd

8pm

where

Corcoran High
School

www.southsidestand.com

www.southsidestand.com

5

have a movie night in

entertainment
on the side

on the side

business

meet your neighbors
questions&answers

VOLUNTEER WHO STRIVES TO END
RACISM WILL BE RECOGNIZED

unsung
heroes
awards
By | Nancy Cole
Staff writer

By | Osasu Airhiavbere

www.southsidestand.com

How did you become a
single mother?
“When my daughter
was born, her father was
with us. I left him when
she was 1. He does
things for her—he buys
her things and he comes
to see her. But he’s not
here mentally. And it’s
the same with my son’s
father.
What is your daily routine?
“I get up at about 7 in
the morning. My daughter
has to be at school at 9
o’clock so I make sure
she’s prepared the night
before—her clothes are
laid out, her school work
is done, she’s fed very
well at dinner and she
has her bath. After I drop
her off at school,

Syracuse University plans to recognize
four people today who exemplify the
spirit, life and teachings of Martin Luther
King Jr.
Each of the four Unsung Heroes has
in some way given back to their community.
For Keith Alford, an SU associate
professor of social work involved in
several community groups, the award is
humbling.
“It’s an award that has so much
meaning to it, particularly given that it is
attached to the ideals of Martin Luther
King Jr.,” said Alford, of Manlius.
The awards will be presented in the
Carrier Dome during the university’s 24th
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration,
“Dare to Imagine a Better World.”
The evening will begin with a
dinner, followed by musical performances, presentation of the Unsung
Heroes and a keynote address by Eddie
Glaude Jr., a Princeton University professor of religion and African-American
studies and a senior fellow at The Jamestown Project, a think tank that focuses
on issues such as democracy, criminal
justice, religion and race.
About 2,000 people bought tickets
for the dinner, which is sold out. The rest
of the evening’s program, which starts at
6:30 p.m., is free and open to the public.

Alford, 47, volunteers with several
local organizations, including the
Dunbar Association on Syracuse’s South
Side; serves on the board of directors for
Enable; and is a trustee of the Onondaga
County Public Library.
He has volunteered since 1996
with the Community Wide Dialogue to
End Racism through Interfaith Works of
Central New York, which brings people
together to talk about racism.
“We can do something about it on
the ground level,” Alford said.“We can
have meaningful
dialogues with each
other to see what
we can do individually, collectively and
locally.”
The university’s annual Martin
Luther King Jr.
celebration last year
drew more than
2,000 people. Alford
said it is important
to mark the day
each year.
“We can only
grow by continuing to understand
and respect
difference, and
we can’t rest on
our laurels. We
have to continue to do the
right thing with
respect to equality for all people, and by
acknowledging this day every year, it is
a reminder of the work we still need to
do. Certainly, we have come a long way,
but we still have a long way to go,” Alford
said.
Nancy Cole can be reached at
ncole@syracuse.com or 470-2173
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