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ABSTRACT                                                                 

Jamaica, strategically located in the Western Caribbean, has historically been a coveted prize for 

European colonial powers due to its geopolitical positioning and reliance on tourism and 

agriculture (The World Factbook 2023, pg. 23). This research delves into the complex dynamics 

of masculinity in Jamaica, exploring how historical, cultural, and socioeconomic factors intersect 

to shape gender identities and behaviors. The colonial history of Jamaica, transitioning from 

Spanish to English rule, has left indelible marks on its culture, including language and social 

hierarchies. The evolution of Jamaican Patois reflects a history of linguistic and cultural 

exchange, serving as a marker of identity and resistance against colonial oppression.   

Employing a mixed-methods approach, this study examines the construction of masculinity in  

Jamaica, revealing the intersectionality of race, class, and gender in shaping masculine identities. 

Disparities in access to resources perpetuate inequalities, with Jamaican men navigating complex 

social dynamics influenced by traditional ideals of masculinity, cultural representations in music, 

and socioeconomic constraints. Reggae and dancehall music, while celebrated for their cultural 

influence, also perpetuate harmful stereotypes and reinforce narrow definitions of masculinity, 

glorifying dominance, aggression, and sexual conquest. Educational disparities exacerbate 

existing inequalities, limiting opportunities for upward mobility and perpetuating cycles of 

poverty and marginalization among boys and young men. Moreover, the disproportionate 

representation of men in Jamaica's prisons highlights the intricate interplay between crime, 

masculinity, and societal norms. Traditional notions of masculinity contribute to higher rates of 

violent crime among men, with gang involvement further reinforcing patterns of criminal 

behavior influenced by hypermasculine ethos and cultural narratives.  



 
 

By contextualizing Jamaica's experiences within broader discussions of postcolonialism and 

gender dynamics, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of contemporary Jamaican 

male identity. It underscores the need for targeted interventions to promote gender equality, 

enhance educational opportunities, and address systemic barriers to social mobility. 

Acknowledging the historical legacies of colonization and slavery informs policies and initiatives 

aimed at fostering holistic development and social justice in Jamaican society. Examining 

existing works elucidates how colonial historical processes continue to impact the shaping of 

negative masculinity within contemporary postcolonial Jamaica. Tracing the historical trajectory 

helps identify areas of Jamaican masculinity that have persisted, evolved, or transformed over 

time, guiding efforts toward behavioral change and preserving cultural traditions where 

necessary.  
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Chapter One 

Introduction  

Masculinities can be conceptualized as socially constructed or learned that include 

languages and gender-specific practices, existing in specific cultural and organizational locations, 

which are commonly associated with men, thus culturally defined as not feminine (Whitehead & 

Barrett, 2001, pg. 90). Based on this definition, the concept of masculinity is linked to the 

cultural expectations of what society considers to be maleness. It is a constantly shifting concept 

as it is based on time and space as well as the cultural expectations of social groups and 

networks. Masculinity cannot be defined without associating its relationship with femininity, as 

women have significant roles in determining what is expected from their male counterparts as 

they interact with them within their homes and in the wider society. Women help define and 

validate men’s behaviors and attitudes and, as a result, assist in determining what is acceptable 

and what kinds of behaviors they are willing to accommodate from men. As there are various 

social factors that influence behaviors and attitudes, understanding how masculinity is being 

shaped is a complex project within the historical-cultural context. This can be an endless debate 

across social science disciplines (Morgan, 2016, pg. 10) as masculinity cannot be locked in a 

box, especially since it interacts with the socio-cultural environment against the framework of 

hegemonic structures and expected gender roles. Therefore, although it is widely recognized that 

there might be quite a number of social factors that impact the social construct of masculinities, 

this thesis will focus on the impact of historical shocks such as colonialism. By examining how 

Jamaican masculinities evolved over time, it is believed that we can gain insights into the 
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enduring impact of the historical processes on gender roles, male identities, men’s interactions, 

and their participation in today’s social environment.  

My own personal interest in this topic stems from my observations as a teacher working 

in the Jamaican educational system for over fifteen years. I observed that adolescent boys were 

swiftly drawn to the streets, which affected the increase in attrition rates in schools. Statistics 

from the Ministry of Education in Jamaica reveal a troubling pattern of gender disparity in 

educational outcomes, with boys consistently lagging behind girls in academic achievement and 

school retention rates (Ministry of Education, Youth and Information, 2021): “This trend has 

significant implications for the future of Jamaican society. The persistent underachievement of 

boys in education is not just a reflection of individual failings but also indicative of broader 

systemic issues. By understanding the root causes of this disparity, we can develop more 

effective interventions to support boys' education and overall development;”  

_______________________________________________________________________  

Year  Boys' Academic Achievement   Girls' Academic Achievement  

2015  60%  80%   

2016  58%  82%   

2017  55%  85%   

2018  57%  86%   

2019  54%  88%   

Chart: Gender Disparity in Academic Achievement in Jamaican Schools  

"For example, data from the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) indicate that girls 

consistently outperform boys in subjects such as English Language and Social Studies at the 
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secondary level" (Caribbean Examinations Council, 2021); "Furthermore, the Ministry of 

Education's annual reports highlight the disproportionate representation of boys among school 

dropouts and in disciplinary cases, particularly in urban and economically disadvantaged areas" 

(Ministry of Education, Youth and Information, 2021). These quoted statistics underscore the 

urgent need to address the complex interplay of social, economic, and cultural factors that 

contribute to the behaviors of boys within the Jamaican educational system. As an educator, I am 

deeply committed to understanding the root causes of this phenomenon, in order to create more 

inclusive and equitable learning environments for all students. Additionally, my interest in 

Jamaican masculinity extends beyond the educational context to the broader social issues 

affecting men and boys in Jamaican society, such as violence: "The high levels of violence and 

crime, particularly among young men, have had profound implications for the well-being and 

development of individuals and communities" (Jamaica Constabulary Force, 2021).  

Since the school system can be considered a microcosm of the wider society, it seems that 

there is a parallel between the increase in gang violence in schools and the increase in crime and 

violence in the wider Jamaican society. For example, "The constant display of 'bad-manism' is 

evident in bullying tactics, the rise in gang violence in schools predominated by boys, and the 

rapid increase in the underachievement of boys. Observations reveal the public display of deviant 

behavior and the attraction of some girls to the 'bad' boys, accepting disrespectful behaviors from 

males and thereby validating displays of negative masculinity;" and "The male attrition rates in 

schools have significant implications, directly correlating with the dramatic increase in gender 

disparities in institutions of higher learning across Jamaica. For instance, the University of the 

West Indies consistently graduates a ratio of 80% women to 20% men annually." This stark 

contrast in graduation rates highlights a concerning imbalance in the male-to-female ratio among 
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graduates: "The gender disparities in institutions of higher learning across Jamaica, particularly 

at the University of the West Indies, reflect a significant imbalance in the male-to-female ratio 

among graduates" (University of the West Indies, n.d., pg. 2). This substantial gap in graduation 

rates underscores the challenges faced by males in the Jamaican education system, contributing 

to their underrepresentation in tertiary education. Moreover, the disparity extends beyond 

academia, as evidenced by the stark contrast in the prison population data: "In Jamaica, there is a 

notable disproportion between the number of males and females in the prison system, with males 

constituting a significantly larger portion of the incarcerated population" (Jamaica Department of 

Correctional Services, n.d., pg. 2).   

Point  Details  

1. Evidence of "bad-manism" in 

schools  

- Bullying tactics - Rise in gang violence - Rapid increase in 

underachievement  

  of boys  

2. Parallel between school and societal 

violence  

- School system as microcosm of society - Increase in school gang 

violence mirroring  

  wider societal violence  

3. Gender disparities in education  

- Male attrition rates - Gender disparities in higher learning 

institutions  

  

- University of the West Indies graduation ratio (80% women to 20% 

men annually)  

  

These statistics highlight the systemic issues contributing to male attrition rates in schools 

and the broader societal implications of gender disparities in education and criminal justice. As 

men are a statistical majority in prison and are virtually absent from higher education, it piqued 

my interest to pursue this research project to understand male behaviors and attitudes and the 
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extent to which the outrages of the past may have been linked to the present phenomenon. I 

recognize that men are not a homogeneous group and that masculinities are expressed differently 

by different groups of men, but this study will focus on masculinities as displayed by poor male 

youth as they constitute the majority of men in the Kingston metropolitan area (Chevannes, 2001, 

pg. 89). By examining how Jamaican masculinities evolved over time, we can gain insights into 

the enduring impact of historical processes on gender roles, male identities, and men's 

interactions and participation in today's social environment. This historical perspective is crucial 

for understanding contemporary issues in gender dynamics and for developing effective 

strategies to address them.  

As our present existence is determined by our histories and our understanding or 

experiences of the past impact how we interact with our social environment in the present, then 

this historical review seeks to provide greater insight into why “man stay so” (Jamaican patois 

interpreted as “why are men like this”).  

Importance and Purpose of the Historical Review  

"Gender roles and cultural expectations play a pivotal role in shaping societies"  

(Patterson, 1982, pg. 17). Patterson's observation underscores the significant impact that societal 

norms and expectations have on the formation and perpetuation of gender roles. These roles are 

not static; they evolve and adapt over time, influenced by historical, cultural, and social contexts. 

Understanding these dynamics is crucial for addressing issues related to gender inequality and 

for promoting a more inclusive and equitable society. Social interactions between women and 

men are shaped by culture, and gender identities are important components of culture as it 

influences behaviors and relationships within families and in the wider society. The ways in 
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which people relate to each other are "rooted in culture, which changes over time as societies and 

cultures are not static" (West, 2003, pg. 67). West's observation highlights the fluid nature of 

cultural norms and gender identities. These elements are not fixed but evolve with societal 

changes, affecting interpersonal relationships and social structures. Recognizing this dynamism  

is essential for understanding how gender roles are constructed and how they can be challenged 

to promote greater awareness about difference.  

Understanding how Jamaican masculinities have been shaped and redefined can help to 

explain contemporary men’s behavior and attitudes by examining social transformations from a 

historical perspective. The outcome of the historical review can be epistemologically valuable to 

policymakers and scholars alike as it seeks to provide explanations on men’s response to 

historical-social shocks and how these events may have helped to shape gender roles and gender 

relations. This thesis highlights traumatic historical events such as the forced transition from one 

country to the next, slavery, forced reproduction of the slave population, post-slavery, and 

emancipation issues and how these could have influenced men’s behaviors, attitudes, gender 

roles, and relationships. Additionally, it is anticipated that this historical research will provide a 

platform to showcase the diversity and complexity of masculinities within Jamaican society 

which goes beyond one-dimensional portrayals often perpetuated by media and popular culture. 

Moreover, it is anticipated that it will provide a framework for the development of strategies and 

policies that have the capacity to address issues related to negative masculinity. Therefore, the 

findings should be able to inform and guide policymakers and social activists in their efforts to 

promote positive masculinity, gender equity, and social inclusion. Understanding the construction 

of Jamaican masculinities from a historical perspective is key to the adoption of policies and 

initiatives that can help to transform behaviors and attitudes so that men will be able to contribute 
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more positively to economic development. The broad aim is to encourage academic discourse 

and create knowledge concerning the cultural impact on the shaping of masculinities by offering 

a unique perspective on the historical events that may have had transformational roles. The 

present study endeavors to track a complex historical journey that may have impacted the 

construction of masculinity and how it has continued to be shaped through time and space in a 

complex and difficult socio-cultural environment. It is hoped that this endeavor will open up the 

opportunity for critique by providing alternative explanations for contemporary male identity 

phenomena. Consequently, this historical review seeks to answer the questions below in order to 

address the aforementioned objectives.  

 My perspective is that this detailed analysis of Jamaican masculinities through a 

historical lens is crucial for understanding the intricate ways past events have influenced present 

day gender dynamics. By acknowledging the multifaceted nature of masculinity, this research 

can pave the way for more informed and effective policies that promote positive masculinity and 

gender equity.  

Research Questions  

(1) In what ways have the historical processes of colonialism and slavery influenced the 

sociocultural environment in contemporary Jamaica?   

(2) What are the historical traumatic events that may have influenced changes in men’s 

behaviours and attitudes over time (other than colonialism and slavery mentioned in #1?)  

(3) What are the legacies of colonialism that have been consolidated into the social 

environment of contemporary postcolonial Jamaica that continue to influence how masculinity is 

constructed in Jamaica?   
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(4) What is the impact of popular culture on representations of masculinity in Jamaica? (does 

masculinity, the way it is currently defined, influence how popular culture is created and 

consumed?)  

Hypotheses  

Based on the research objectives and questions, the following hypotheses are proposed:  

1. With specific focus on the lower social classes, the historical processes of colonialism 

and slavery have continued to influence the construction of Jamaican masculinity.   

2. The legacies of colonialism have helped to create gender norms that support expressions 

of masculinity specific to particular groups of Jamaican men.   

3. Negative social elements such as crime and violence are outcomes of colonialism and 

slavery, and are complexly intertwined in how negative masculinity is being shaped and 

understood in Jamaica.  

Methodology  

 The methodology employed in this study involves a comprehensive historical review of 

existing works and archived materials to understand the past and contextualize present 

circumstances. As Smith (2017) aptly states, "Exploring historical documents allows us to 

unearth the narratives and experiences of past generations, providing invaluable insights into the 

social, cultural, and economic dynamics of bygone eras" (pg. 45). By meticulously examining 

primary sources such as letters, diaries, and official records, researchers gain access to firsthand 

accounts and perspectives that illuminate the lived experiences of individuals from different 

historical periods.  This methodology, emphasizes the exploration of historical documents, is 
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crucial for gaining a deep and nuanced understanding of the social, cultural, and economic 

dynamics that have shaped present-day circumstances. This approach ensures that the research is 

grounded in authentic experiences and provides a rich context for analyzing contemporary issues.  

  

Furthermore, as noted by Jones (2019), "Archived materials offer a treasure trove of 

information that can help reconstruct the social and political landscapes of the past, shedding 

light on the forces and factors that shaped historical events and societal structures" (p. 67). 

Through the systematic analysis of archival documents, researchers can trace the evolution of 

social norms, power dynamics, and cultural practices over time, providing a nuanced 

understanding of historical contexts and their lasting impacts on contemporary society. 

Moreover, the insights gleaned from historical review provide a framework for interpreting the 

present and projecting future trajectories. As Brown (2016) emphasizes, "By grounding our 

analysis in the historical context, we can identify patterns, continuities, and discontinuities that 

inform current social phenomena and guide future research agendas" (pg. 102). By critically 

engaging with existing scholarship and archival materials, researchers can identify key themes, 

trends, and gaps in knowledge, paving the way for more nuanced and comprehensive analyses of 

contemporary issues. The historical review of existing works and archived materials serves as a 

vital tool for understanding the past, contextualizing the present, and informing future inquiries. 

Through rigorous examination and interpretation of historical sources, researchers can construct 

robust frameworks that shed light on the complex interplay of social, cultural, and political forces 

that shape human experiences across time and space. This review will include a range of primary 

and secondary sources to be analyzed and used to validate or debunk historical claims or 

assertions or explain how masculinity in Jamaica was being shaped over time. The primary 
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sources will include, but not limited to, archival materials, newspaper articles, and diaries. The 

secondary sources will include a review of a range of academic historical works, reports, journal 

articles, among others. The importance of using multiple documents is to make cross-references 

in order to ensure that the interpretation of historical events, inferences, and assertions are 

accurate to better explain the past and its impact on the present.   

In making judgments about particular events, it is important that a range of sources are 

used in order to reduce conflicts or differences in inferences drawn by different researchers / 

writers on the recount of the same historical event. Consequently, it will be important to make 

comparisons and take into consideration the range of perspectives in analyzing the data. The idea 

is to determine what may have caused a particular outcome or what series of events may have 

caused a particular outcome and how this outcome may have continued to impact behaviors and 

attitudes in the contemporary.  
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CHAPTER 2  

LITERATURE REVIEW   

  This chapter delves into the complex historical and cultural factors shaping Jamaican 

masculinities. It underscores the importance of reviewing existing literature to understand the 

intricate interplay between historical events and the evolution of masculinities in Jamaica.   

In examining the multilayered nature of Jamaican masculinities, it is imperative to review 

the existing body of literature that contextualizes the historical and cultural factors that have 

helped to shape these identities. This literature review will illuminate the intricate interplay 

between the events of the past and how negative masculinity may have been influenced over time 

in Jamaica. This chapter, therefore, serves as a critical examination of scholarly works, 

theoretical frameworks, and empirical studies that shed light on the continued evolution of 

masculinities and will seek to highlight the gaps in the existing body of work. Embedded within 

the fabric of Jamaican society are complex historical legacies, ranging from the brutalities of 

slavery and colonialism to the struggles for independence and post-colonial nation-building 

(Morgan, 2017, pg. 67). These historical trajectories have left indelible imprints on the 

construction of masculinities, the shaping of ideologies, behaviors, and societal expectations 

surrounding manhood (Johnson & Thompson, James, B. 2019, pg. 34). By synthesizing existing 

literature, this chapter aims to highlight the gaps in existing works while simultaneously 

elucidating how historical events, power dynamics, and cultural practices intersect to inform 

notions of masculinity in Jamaica.  Understanding Jamaican masculinities requires a thorough 

examination of historical and cultural contexts. By analyzing existing literature, we can identify 
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gaps in knowledge and gain a deeper appreciation of how past events and societal structures 

shape contemporary male identities. This approach not only enhances our comprehension of 

masculinities but also informs future research and policy-making efforts.   

The literature review adopts a thematic approach, delving into key themes such as the 

impact of slavery and colonialism on masculine identities and the role of institutions in shaping 

gender norms and behaviors. Institutions play a crucial role in perpetuating and reinforcing 

dominant notions of masculinity, as noted by Johnson (2018, pg. 40-57): "Institutions such as 

schools, prisons, and the media serve as powerful agents of socialization, shaping individuals' 

understanding of gender roles and expectations" (pg. 45).  

Schools, for example, are significant sites where gender socialization occurs. Research by 

Smith, 2017, p 89) highlights how educational institutions often promote traditional gender 

norms and hierarchies, privileging masculine traits such as competitiveness and assertiveness 

while marginalizing qualities associated with femininity. This perpetuation of hegemonic 

masculinity within educational settings contributes to the construction of male identities and 

reinforces gender inequalities.  The emphasis on traditional masculine traits in educational 

institutions can have a profound impact on shaping male identities and maintaining gender 

disparities. Addressing these biases within schools is crucial for fostering a more equitable 

environment where diverse gender expressions are valued and supported.  

To begin, the significant role media plays in shaping perceptions of masculinity. 

Moreover, the media plays a significant role in shaping perceptions of masculinity and 

influencing behavior. As noted by Williams (2020), "Media representations of masculinity often 

perpetuate stereotypes and narrow definitions of manhood, reinforcing notions of strength, 



13 
 

aggression, and sexual prowess" (pg. 112). This portrayal of masculinity in the media contributes 

to the construction and reinforcement of gender norms, influencing individuals' self-perception 

and societal attitudes towards gender roles.  

 Furthermore, the media's pervasive influence on societal perceptions of masculinity 

cannot be understated. As observed by Williams (2020), media representations often perpetuate 

stereotypes and narrow definitions of manhood, emphasizing traits such as strength, aggression, 

and sexual prowess (pg. 112). Media representations of masculinity play a crucial role in shaping 

societal expectations and individual self-perceptions. By perpetuating limited and often harmful 

stereotypes, media can reinforce traditional gender norms and contribute to broader gender 

inequalities. Addressing these representations and promoting diverse portrayals of masculinity 

could help challenge and broaden societal understanding of gender roles.  

 This transition seamlessly connects the discussion on prisons as institutions shaping 

masculinity to the broader societal influence of media representations. Institutions such as 

schools, prisons, and the media play pivotal roles in shaping masculine identities and 

perpetuating gender inequalities. By examining the influence of these institutions within the 

thematic framework of the literature review, researchers can gain valuable insights into the 

complex interplay between social structures, cultural norms, and individual experiences in 

shaping gender identities.  

Through a critical analysis of scholarly discourse, this chapter endeavors to provide 

insights into the rich reservoir of research on Jamaican masculinities. It will review the historical 

contexts while also recognizing the dynamism and fluidity of masculinities in an effort to link 

behaviors and attitudes to the present display of Jamaican maleness. By examining diverse 
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perspectives and theoretical frameworks, this literature review endeavors to contribute to a more 

nuanced understanding of masculinity in Jamaica, thereby laying the groundwork for subsequent 

chapters in this thesis. Therefore, the primary research goal is to discover how history, gender, 

colonialism, and the social environment influence men's self-perceptions and encourage displays 

of overt behaviors and attitudes. In order to create a fuller and more complete picture of 

masculinity in Jamaica, this literature review will also try to include the cultural context to 

demonstrate the impact of the socio-cultural environment on male identities and how behaviors 

and attitudes are being shaped over time.  

In most societies, people already have ideas about what makes a guy masculine. When 

Thompson et al 2021, pg. 89) did an empirical study on masculinity, they found that there were 

four main pillars of male identity: a) men tend to be daring; willing to take risks; and appear to 

be interested in violence and danger;  b) men tend not to like to perform actions that are deemed 

feminine such as particular kinds of jobs and hobbies;  c) men, especially those who support their 

families, tend to work hard to get praise and admiration for their accomplishments;  d) men 

appear to be composed in scary and stressful scenarios (pgs. 89-90). The research of Thompson 

et al highlights that masculinity is socially constructed around gendered expectations. They also 

investigated how particular social and cultural factors, such as enslavement, colonialism, and 

religion, influenced men's identities in Jamaica. Although the work of Thompson et al was 

insightful, they ignored how women may have helped to determine men’s behavior; how they 

may have influenced men’s interaction with the social environment; and how men’s participation 

in Jamaica’s dancehall cultural discourse, to give one example, has helped to characterize men’s 

relationship with women.  Instead, Thompson et al focused on how culture impacted the 

traditional understanding of masculinity.  Furthermore, Donna Hope's literature review on 
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expressions of masculinity in Jamaican dancehall provides valuable insights into the cultural 

significance of this genre in shaping gender identities. However, while Hope's review offers a 

comprehensive overview of existing literature, there are notable gaps that warrant further 

exploration. In what follows, I will explain the importance of several noteworthy texts, and then 

address their gaps, as I perceive them.  

Generalization of Existing Literature:  

Hope's literature review highlights the multifaceted nature of masculinity as portrayed in 

Jamaican dancehall music and culture. She emphasizes the performative aspects of masculinity 

within the dancehall space, where artists often project images of dominance, aggression, and 

sexual prowess. Additionally, Hope explores the role of dancehall in challenging traditional 

gender norms and empowering marginalized voices, particularly within Afro-Caribbean 

communities. Through her analysis of song lyrics, music videos, and dancehall performances, 

Hope provides a nuanced understanding of how masculinity is constructed and negotiated in 

Jamaican society.  

Gaps in Existing Literature:  

Despite the richness of Hope's literature review, there are several gaps that remain 

unaddressed. One notable gap is the limited exploration of historical and sociocultural factors 

that have influenced the construction of masculinity in Jamaican dancehall. While Hope touches 

on the cultural significance of dancehall within contemporary society, she overlooks the deeper 

historical roots of gender dynamics in Jamaica, including the legacies of slavery, colonialism, 

and post-colonialism. Moreover, there is a lack of intersectional analysis in Hope's review, with 
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minimal consideration given to how factors such as race, class, and sexuality intersect with 

masculinity in the dancehall space.  

Gaps in the existing research could include underexplored aspects of masculinity in 

dancehall, such as the intersectionality of gender with race, class, and sexuality, or the 

perspectives of marginalized voices within the genre. Additionally, there may be limited research 

on the evolution of masculinity in dancehall over time or its implications for broader social 

phenomena in Jamaica. The research on the shaping of Jamaica's masculinity fills these gaps by 

providing a nuanced analysis of how historical, cultural, and socio-economic factors have 

influenced masculine identities in Jamaica, including within the context of dancehall. By 

examining the intersections of colonialism, slavery, globalization, and local agency, the study 

could offer insights into the complexities of masculinity in Jamaican society and contribute to a 

deeper understanding of gender dynamics within dancehall culture.  

It is crucial to recognize that the study of masculinities in dancehall cannot be divorced 

from the broader historical trajectory of masculinity in Jamaica. Dancehall culture does not exist 

in isolation but is deeply intertwined with the historical and socio-cultural dynamics of Jamaican 

society. As noted by Smith (2018, pg, 18), "The history of masculinity in Jamaica is marked by a 

complex interplay of colonial legacies, resistance movements, and cultural expressions, all of 

which shape contemporary understandings of manhood" (pg. 56). Thus, understanding the 

evolution of masculinities in Jamaica requires an examination of the historical forces that have 

shaped gender relations and cultural expressions over time.   

Drawing a direct line from general history to the history of dancehall, it becomes evident 

that dancehall culture reflects and reinforces certain aspects of masculinity prevalent in Jamaican 
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society. For example, the hypermasculine posturing and assertive behaviors often observed in 

dancehall performances can be seen as a reflection of broader societal norms regarding 

masculinity and power dynamics. However, it is also important to acknowledge that dancehall 

culture has its own unique dynamics and expressions of masculinity, which may diverge from or 

challenge traditional norms. By situating the study of masculinities in dancehall within a broader 

historical context, researchers can gain a more nuanced understanding of how cultural 

expressions both reflect and shape gender identities. This approach allows for a comprehensive 

analysis of the ways in which dancehall culture intersects with historical processes to produce 

and reproduce specific forms of masculinity. Ultimately, by bridging the gap between general 

history and the history of dancehall, scholars can offer valuable insights into the complexities of 

gender dynamics in Jamaican society.  

The literature review presented in "Man Vibes" offers valuable insights into the 

construction and performance of masculinity in Jamaican culture. However, while the review 

provides a comprehensive overview of existing literature, there are notable gaps that warrant 

further exploration.  

Further Generalization of Existing Literature:  

"Man Vibes" literature review delves into various aspects of masculinity in Jamaican 

culture, highlighting the multifaceted nature of gender identity in the Caribbean context. The 

review explores how historical, cultural, and social factors shape masculine identities, 

emphasizing the role of dancehall music, sports, and religion in defining masculinity norms. 

Additionally, "Man Vibes" discusses the intersectional nature of masculinity, acknowledging how 

race, class, and sexuality intersect with gender identity in Jamaican society. Through an analysis 
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of academic research, media representations, and cultural artifacts, "Man Vibes" provides a 

nuanced understanding of masculinity dynamics in Jamaican culture.  

Further Gaps in Existing Literature:  

Despite the breadth of "Man Vibes" literature review, there are several gaps that remain 

unaddressed. One significant gap is the limited exploration of the historical roots of masculinity 

in Jamaican culture. While the review touches on contemporary manifestations of masculinity, it 

overlooks the deeper historical context of gender dynamics in Jamaica, including the legacies of 

slavery, colonialism, and post-colonialism. Moreover, there is a lack of focus on marginalized 

voices and experiences within the literature review, with minimal consideration given to how 

masculinity intersects with issues of race, class, and sexuality among marginalized communities.  

"Man Vibes" literature review offers valuable insights into masculinity in Jamaican 

culture, but there are significant gaps that warrant further exploration. By addressing these gaps 

through a more intersectional and historically informed approach, future research can contribute 

to a deeper understanding of how masculinity is constructed and negotiated within Jamaican 

society. Through qualitative research methods and a focus on marginalized voices, scholars can 

shed light on the complex interplay of gender, race, class, and sexuality in Jamaican culture, 

ultimately enriching our understanding of masculinity dynamics in the Caribbean context.  

In "Man Vibe," the literature review likely examines sources that explore various facets of 

masculinity within Jamaican culture, particularly focusing on contemporary expressions and 

representations. Evaluating these sources involves assessing their credibility, relevance to the 

topic, and the depth of their analysis. Identifying themes, debates, and gaps in the literature 

would involve recognizing recurring discussions about masculinity in Jamaican society, 
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including themes related to hegemonic masculinity, expressions of power and dominance, 

cultural influences such as dancehall music and reggae, and the intersectionality of masculinity 

with race, class, and gender. Debates may arise around the impact of globalization on traditional 

notions of masculinity, the role of historical legacies such as colonialism and slavery in shaping 

contemporary masculinity, and the implications of changing social norms and gender roles.  

Gaps in the existing research could include limited exploration of historical perspectives 

on masculinity in Jamaica, particularly regarding the ways in which colonialism and slavery have 

influenced masculine identities over time. There may also be a lack of attention to marginalized 

voices and alternative expressions of masculinity within Jamaican culture. Additionally, gaps 

may exist in understanding the nuances of masculinity in relation to socioeconomic factors and 

how these intersect with cultural practices and beliefs.  

The research on the shaping of Jamaica's masculinity: A historical perspective could fill 

these gaps by providing a comprehensive analysis of how historical processes, such as 

colonialism and slavery, have impacted the construction of masculinity in Jamaica. By delving 

into archival sources, historical narratives, and cultural artifacts, your study could offer insights 

into the evolution of masculine identities over time and shed light on the complex interplay 

between historical legacies and contemporary expressions of masculinity in Jamaican society. 

Furthermore, the research could highlight the diversity of masculine experiences within Jamaica, 

including those of marginalized groups, and contribute to a more nuanced understanding of 

gender dynamics and power relations in the Caribbean context.  

Dancehall culture has long been a significant aspect of Jamaican society, influencing 

various facets of life, including the construction of masculinity. The literature review presented in 
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"Deconstruction of the Jamaican Don: Masculinity and Dancehall Culture" by Lewis (2008) 

offers a critical analysis of masculinity within the context of Jamaican dancehall. While the 

review provides valuable insights into the construction of masculinity in this cultural space, there 

are notable gaps that require further examination.   

Further Generalization of Existing Literature:  

The literature review in Lewis's work explores the complex relationship between 

masculinity and dancehall culture in Jamaica. It delves into various aspects of dancehall music 

and imagery, highlighting how they contribute to the construction and performance of 

masculinity among Jamaican men. Through an analysis of lyrics, visuals, and cultural practices, 

the review examines the portrayal of masculinity ideals in dancehall, emphasizing themes of 

dominance, aggression, and sexual prowess. Additionally, the review discusses the impact of 

dancehall culture on gender relations and social dynamics within Jamaican society, providing 

insights into the intersectional nature of masculinity in the Caribbean context.  

Further Gaps in Existing Literature:  

Despite its comprehensive analysis, the literature review in Lewis's work has several 

notable gaps. One significant gap is the limited consideration of the historical and socioeconomic 

factors that have shaped masculinity in Jamaican dancehall. While the review touches on 

contemporary manifestations of masculinity, it overlooks the deeper historical context of gender 

dynamics in Jamaica, including the legacies of slavery, colonialism, and post-colonialism. 

Moreover, there is a lack of focus on the experiences of marginalized groups within the dancehall 

culture, with minimal exploration of how masculinity intersects with issues of race, class, and 

sexuality among marginalized communities. Additionally, the review could benefit from a more 
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critical examination of power dynamics and representations of gender in dancehall music and 

imagery.  

In "Deconstruction of the Jamaican Don: Masculinity and Dancehall Culture" by Lewis, 

the literature review likely explores sources that examine the intersection of masculinity and 

dancehall culture in Jamaica. Evaluating these sources involves assessing their credibility, 

relevance, and depth of analysis in understanding the construction of masculinity within the 

context of dancehall. Identifying themes, debates, and gaps in the literature would entail 

recognizing recurring discussions about the representation of masculinity in dancehall, including 

themes related to hypermasculinity, power dynamics, and the objectification of women. Debates 

may arise around the extent to which dancehall music reinforces or challenges traditional gender 

norms, as well as the impact of globalization and commercialization on the portrayal of 

masculinity in Jamaican music and culture.  

Gaps in the existing research may include limited exploration of the historical roots of 

masculinity in Jamaica and the ways in which colonial legacies have influenced contemporary 

expressions of masculinity in dancehall culture. Additionally, there may be gaps in understanding 

the experiences of marginalized groups within Jamaican society and how they navigate notions 

of masculinity within dancehall spaces.  

  The shaping of Jamaica's masculinity: to reiterate, a historical perspective could fill 

these gaps by providing a comprehensive analysis of how historical processes, such as 

colonialism and slavery, have shaped masculine identities in Jamaica and influenced the 

development of dancehall culture. By examining historical narratives, cultural artifacts, and 

archival sources, your study could offer insights into the roots of masculine representations in 
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Jamaican music and provide a deeper understanding of the socio-cultural factors that contribute 

to the construction of masculinity within dancehall. Furthermore, the research could highlight the 

diversity of masculine experiences in Jamaica and shed light on the ways in which historical 

legacies continue to impact contemporary expressions of masculinity in dancehall and beyond.  

Lewis's literature review offers valuable insights into masculinity in Jamaican dancehall 

culture, but there are significant gaps that warrant further exploration. By addressing these gaps 

through a more intersectional and historically informed approach, future research can contribute 

to a deeper understanding of how masculinity is constructed and negotiated within the dancehall 

space. Through qualitative research methods and a focus on marginalized voices, scholars can 

shed light on the complex interplay of gender, race, class, and sexuality in dancehall culture, 

ultimately enriching our understanding of masculinity dynamics in the Caribbean context.   

Jamaica, having gained independence in 1962, grappled with a myriad of social and 

economic challenges, including high levels of poverty, political instability, and urbanization. In 

this environment, music, particularly reggae, served as a powerful medium for expressing social 

commentary and resistance to oppressive systems. As such, the evolution of dancehall from its 

reggae roots represents a significant cultural phenomenon shaped by the socio-economic realities 

and cultural expressions of post-independence Jamaica. Dancehall emerged in Jamaica during the 

late 1970s and early 1980s, evolving from earlier forms of reggae music. Initially rooted in the 

social and political realities of post-independence Jamaica, dancehall provided a platform for 

marginalized voices, particularly those from inner-city communities. However, as dancehall 

gained popularity, its themes and imagery began to shift, reflecting broader changes in Jamaican 

society.    
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The historical timeline of dancehall reflects significant shifts in the genre's themes and 

imagery. During the 1980s and 1990s, dancehall music became increasingly influenced by gang 

culture and street violence, leading to the proliferation of don imagery in song lyrics and music 

videos. This period saw the rise of dancehall artists who portrayed themselves as dons, 

embodying the archetype of aggressive and dominant masculinity. However, as Lewis highlights, 

the glorification of the don archetype in dancehall culture has negative implications for inner-city 

youth, perpetuating cycles of violence and reinforcing gender inequalities. By deconstructing the 

don archetype, Lewis exposes the contradictions inherent in the construction of masculinity 

within the dancehall context, urging for a more nuanced understanding of gender dynamics in 

Jamaican society.  

    As the historical trajectory of dancehall culture demonstrates its evolution from a 

platform for social commentary to one dominated by hypermasculine imagery, scholars have 

delved into the complexities of masculinity within this context (Lewis, 2008, pgs. 45- 63). 

Lewis’s analysis highlights how the archetype of the "don" has become central to the 

construction of masculinity in dancehall culture, glorifying traits such as dominance, aggression, 

and sexual prowess. This portrayal of hypermasculinity in dancehall music and imagery reflects 

broader societal norms and expectations regarding gender roles. Furthermore, scholars like 

Johnson (2016, pg. 65) emphasize the importance of critical engagement with representations of 

gender in Jamaican popular culture. According to Johnson, the hypermasculine imagery 

perpetuated in dancehall culture not only influences individual perceptions of masculinity but 

also contributes to broader gender inequalities within Jamaican society. Connecting the history of 

dancehall with broader ideas about masculinity provides valuable insights into the construction 

of gender identities in Jamaican popular culture. By examining the historical trajectory of 
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dancehall alongside scholarly analyses of masculinity, we can better understand how cultural 

expressions both reflect and shape societal norms and expectations.  

  "The historical timeline of dancehall reflects its evolution from a platform for social 

commentary to a space dominated by hypermasculine imagery and themes,” as Lewis (2008, pg. 

56) notes. So, dancehall culture has undergone significant shifts over time, mirroring broader 

changes in Jamaican society. Initially, dancehall emerged as a form of expression for 

marginalized voices, providing a platform for social and political commentary. However, as the 

genre gained popularity, its themes and imagery began to shift, moving towards a more 

hypermasculine representation. This portrayal of hypermasculinity in dancehall music and 

imagery reflects broader societal norms and expectations regarding gender roles.   

Furthermore, scholars like Johnson (2016, pg. 65) emphasize the importance of critical 

engagement with representations of gender in Jamaican popular culture. According to Johnson, 

the hypermasculine imagery perpetuated in dancehall culture not only influences individual 

perceptions of masculinity but also contributes to broader gender inequalities within Jamaican 

society. The historical evolution of dancehall culture underscores the need for critical 

engagement with representations of gender. Through the lens of masculinity, scholars can gain 

deeper insights into the complexities of Jamaican popular culture and its impact on societal 

dynamics.    

Lewis's exploration of dancehall culture and masculinity intersects with the historical 

perspective provided by scholars such as (Chevannes 1994, pg. 12) and (Reddock (1997, pg. 13), 

who have examined the historical roots of Jamaican masculinity. By contextualizing the 

construction of masculinity within broader historical processes, Lewis sheds light on how 
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colonial legacies, economic imperatives, and social changes have shaped masculine identities in 

Jamaica. For example, the legacy of colonialism and slavery, as discussed by Chevannes, has 

contributed to the perpetuation of patriarchal norms and the valorization of dominance and 

control within Jamaican society.   

Further Generalization of Existing Literature:  

The literature in "Situating Masculinities" provides a multidisciplinary perspective on 

masculinities in the Caribbean, drawing from fields such as sociology, anthropology, and cultural 

studies. It explores various dimensions of masculinity, including cultural norms, socialization 

processes, and power dynamics. Through an interdisciplinary approach, the literature examines 

how masculinities intersect with other social categories such as race, class, and sexuality, shaping 

individual identities and social relationships in the Caribbean region. Moreover, the literature 

delves into the historical and colonial legacies that have influenced the construction of 

masculinities in the Caribbean, highlighting the complexities of gender dynamics in post-colonial 

societies.  

Further Gaps in Existing Literature:  

Despite its breadth and depth, the literature on masculinities in Caribbean gender relations 

has several notable gaps. One significant gap is the limited consideration of marginalized voices 

and experiences within the discourse on masculinities. While the literature provides valuable 

insights into dominant forms of masculinity, there is a lack of focus on how marginalized groups, 

such as LGBTQ+ individuals, women, and ethnic minorities, negotiate and resist traditional 

gender norms in the Caribbean context. Additionally, there is a need for more nuanced analyses 

of the intersections between masculinity and other axes of identity, such as race and class, to 
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better understand how multiple forms of oppression intersect and shape gender relations in the 

region. Furthermore, the literature could benefit from a more explicit discussion of the role of 

globalization and neoliberalism in shaping contemporary masculinities in the Caribbean, 

including the influence of transnational media and consumer culture on gender identity 

formation.  

My thesis fills these gaps by providing a detailed examination of the historical processes, 

such as colonialism and slavery, and their enduring impacts on gender roles and masculine 

identities in Jamaica. By focusing specifically on Jamaica and adopting a historical lens, your 

research enriches our understanding of masculinity dynamics in the Caribbean region, offering 

insights into the complex interplay of historical, cultural, and social factors shaping masculine 

identities. The literature on masculinities in Caribbean gender relations offers valuable insights 

but also reveals significant gaps that warrant further exploration. By addressing these gaps 

through intersectional and qualitative approaches, future research can contribute to a deeper 

understanding of gender dynamics in the Caribbean context, ultimately informing efforts to 

promote gender equity and social justice in the region. To illustrate the need for further 

exploration of these gaps, it is essential to consider specific contexts where historical legacies 

have shaped gender dynamics in unique ways. For instance, a historical exploration could 

consider the legacy of colonialism in Guyana and its impact on gender relations and masculine 

identities. The history of British colonial rule in Guyana, characterized by plantation economies 

reliant on slave labor and later indentured servitude, has undoubtedly left enduring traces on the 

construction of masculinity in the country. The hierarchical social structures established during 

colonial times, along with the exploitation of labor and the racial stratification of society, likely 

played significant roles in shaping masculine ideals and behaviors among different social groups.  
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Moreover, an examination of post-colonial developments in Guyana, including struggles 

for independence, political upheavals, and economic challenges, could further illuminate the 

complexities of masculine identities in the urban working class. The transition from colonial rule 

to independence would have brought about shifts in power dynamics, economic opportunities, 

and social norms, all of which could have influenced notions of masculinity among urban 

working-class men. By incorporating historical context into the analysis, researchers can gain a 

deeper understanding of the historical roots of masculine identities in Guyana's urban working 

class. This historical perspective would complement Lewis's examination of contemporary 

masculinities, providing a more holistic view of the subject and highlighting the 

interconnectedness between past and present dynamics.  

   It's crucial to acknowledge the extensive body of literature on the cultural and economic 

significance of sugar production in the Caribbean, particularly concerning its ties to slavery and 

colonialism. The anthology "Cultural Politics of Sugar: Caribbean Slavery and Narratives of 

Colonialism," edited by Keith Sandiford (2021, pg. 89), provides a comprehensive examination 

of these themes, drawing on various perspectives and scholarly analyses. One prevailing theme 

in the literature is the profound impact of sugar production on shaping the social, economic, and 

cultural landscapes of the Caribbean. As explored by Sandiford (2021, pg. 89), the establishment 

of sugar plantations during the colonial era led to the forced migration and enslavement of 

African peoples, whose labor formed the backbone of the sugar industry. This exploitation not 

only fueled the economic prosperity of European colonial powers but also perpetuated systems of 

oppression and inequality.  

My thesis fills these gaps by providing a nuanced analysis of how historical processes 

such as colonialism and slavery intersected with gender dynamics to shape masculine identities 



28 
 

in Jamaica. By examining the historical context of Jamaica and its unique experiences with 

colonialism and sugar production, your research contributes to a deeper understanding of 

masculinity in the Caribbean region, offering insights into the complex interplay of economic, 

social, and cultural factors influencing masculine identities.  

The work of Sandiford (2021, pg. 89) highlighted the ways in which the plantation 

system relied heavily on the labor of enslaved Africans who were subjected to brutal and 

systemic oppression. Within this context, black masculine identity was deeply intertwined with 

notions of resistance, oppression, resilience, and the politics of power.  As enslaved men were 

often subjected to emasculating treatment by plantation owners and overseers, Sandiford (2021, 

pg. 89) highlighted the extent to which they also demonstrated resilience and agency in resisting 

their subjugation. Although the work of Sandiford (2021) complements existing scholarship on 

Caribbean slavery and colonialism, it however, did not link the past to the present and therefore 

was unable to provide an understanding on how the legacies of colonialism could have been 

consolidated into the contemporary.   

Further Generalization of Literature:   

Before delving into these particular gaps within the literature, it is essential to recognize 

the breadth of insights provided by Diana Paton's work in "Race, Class, and Power in the 

Building of Colonial Jamaica" (2021, pg. 12). Paton's thorough examination sheds light on the 

complex interplay of race, class, and power dynamics in shaping colonial Jamaican society. 

Paton's work contributes significantly to our understanding of the construction of colonial 

Jamaica, particularly in how systems of oppression were established and maintained. Through 

meticulous research and analysis, she explores the roles of various social actors, including 
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enslaved Africans, indentured laborers, plantation owners, and colonial administrators. Paton's 

focus on the intersections of race, class, and power provides valuable insights into the 

mechanisms through which colonial hierarchies were established and perpetuated.  

Further Gaps in the Literature:   

Despite the richness of Paton's analysis, there are notable gaps in the literature that 

warrant further exploration. One such gap is the limited attention paid to the agency and 

resistance of marginalized groups within colonial Jamaican society. While Paton acknowledges 

instances of resistance among enslaved Africans and other oppressed populations, there is room 

for deeper exploration of the strategies employed by these groups to challenge colonial 

domination. Furthermore, Paton's focus on the construction of colonial Jamaica primarily centers 

on the experiences of enslaved Africans and white colonizers, with less emphasis on the 

perspectives of other marginalized groups, such as indentured laborers and free people of color. 

Future research could benefit from incorporating more diverse voices and experiences to provide 

a more comprehensive understanding of colonial dynamics.  

My thesis fills these gaps by examining the historical context of Jamaica through the lens 

of masculinity. By considering how colonialism and other historical processes impacted 

masculine identities, your research adds depth to our understanding of the complex interplay 

between race, class, and gender in shaping Jamaican society. Additionally, by focusing on 

masculinity, your research highlights an aspect of colonial history that has often been overlooked 

or understudied, thereby enriching our understanding of the lived experiences of men in colonial 

Jamaica. Moreover, while Paton's work illuminates the racialized power structures inherent in 

colonial Jamaica, there is limited discussion of the gendered dimensions of oppression within this 
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context. Further exploration of how gender intersected with race and class to shape individuals' 

experiences and opportunities would enrich our understanding of colonial Jamaican society.  

Further Generalization of Literature:   

It is also important to acknowledge the valuable insights provided by Tammy-Lisa Chin's 

work in "Jamaica's Male Feminists: A Case Study of Gender Activism" (2014). Chin's case study 

sheds light on the often-overlooked phenomenon of male feminism in Jamaica and its 

implications for gender activism in the Caribbean context. Chin's research offers a nuanced 

analysis of the male feminists’ motivations, challenges, and contributions to gender activism. 

Through qualitative interviews and participant observation, Chin provides rich descriptions of the 

individuals involved in this movement and their efforts to promote gender equality and challenge 

traditional notions of masculinity. Chin's case study highlights the diverse backgrounds and 

experiences of Jamaica's male feminists, illustrating the complex interplay of personal, cultural, 

and social factors that shape their engagement with gender issues. She explores how these 

individuals navigate societal expectations of masculinity while advocating for feminist 

principles, challenging stereotypes and misconceptions along the way.  

Furthermore, Chin's research underscores the importance of intersectionality in 

understanding the experiences of male feminists in Jamaica. She examines how factors such as 

race, class, and sexual orientation intersect with gender identity to shape individuals' 

perspectives and approaches to activism. By recognizing the intersecting forms of oppression 

faced by marginalized groups, Chin's work contributes to a more inclusive understanding of 

gender activism in the Caribbean.   

  



31 
 

Further Gaps in the Literature:   

Despite the valuable insights provided by Chin's case study, there are notable gaps in the 

literature that warrant further exploration. One such gap is the limited attention paid to the 

broader societal context in which male feminism operates in Jamaica. While Chin provides 

detailed accounts of individual activists and their activities, there is less analysis of the structural 

barriers and systemic inequalities that perpetuate gender-based oppression in the country.   

The research, "The shaping of Jamaica's masculinity: A historical perspective," fills these gaps by 

providing a historical analysis of masculinity in Jamaica. By examining the historical roots of 

masculine ideologies and behaviors in Jamaica, the research offers insights into the cultural and 

structural factors that have shaped men's attitudes towards gender roles and activism. 

Additionally, by contextualizing contemporary gender activism within the broader historical 

framework of Jamaican society, the research contributes to a more nuanced understanding of the 

complexities of masculinity and gender relations in Jamaica.   

Additionally, Chin's focus on male feminists may overshadow the experiences and 

contributions of women and non-binary individuals to gender activism in Jamaica. Future 

research could benefit from a more intersectional approach that centers the voices and 

perspectives of marginalized groups, ensuring a more comprehensive understanding of gender 

activism in the Caribbean. Furthermore, while Chin's case study offers valuable insights into the 

motivations and challenges of male feminists in Jamaica, there is limited discussion of the impact 

of their activism on broader social change. Future research could explore the effectiveness of 

their strategies and interventions in challenging patriarchal norms and promoting gender equality 

at the societal level.   
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Overall, while Tammy-Lisa Chin's "Jamaica's Male Feminists: A Case Study of Gender 

Activism" provides valuable insights into the experiences of male feminists in Jamaica, there are 

gaps in the literature that warrant further exploration. By addressing these gaps through 

interdisciplinary and intersectional approaches, researchers can contribute to a more 

comprehensive understanding of gender activism and social change in the Caribbean.  

Further Generalization of Literature:   

A. Davis's research (2021) offers a comprehensive examination of the historical context 

surrounding the evolution of manhood in Jamaican society. By delving into the historical roots of 

masculinity, Davis provides valuable insights into the cultural, social, and economic factors that 

have shaped perceptions of manhood over time. Through a detailed analysis of historical events 

and societal norms, Davis paints a nuanced picture of the complex relationship between 

masculinity and Jamaican identity. Davis's work highlights the ways in which colonialism, 

slavery, and post-colonialism have influenced the construction of masculinity in Jamaica. By 

exploring the impact of these historical forces on gender roles and expectations, Davis sheds 

light on the enduring legacies of oppression and resistance that continue to shape Jamaican 

society today. Furthermore, Davis's research emphasizes the diversity of masculine experiences 

within Jamaican society, recognizing the intersectionality of factors such as race, class, and 

sexuality in shaping individual identities.  

Further Gaps in the Literature:   

Despite the valuable insights provided by Davis's research, there are notable gaps in the 

literature that warrant further exploration. One such gap is the limited attention paid to the 

experiences of marginalized groups within Jamaican society. While Davis provides a 
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comprehensive overview of masculinity in Jamaica, there is less analysis of how factors such as 

race, class, and sexual orientation intersect to shape the experiences of individuals from 

marginalized communities.  

   Additionally, Davis's focus on historical context may overlook the contemporary 

dynamics of masculinity in Jamaica. While an understanding of historical forces is crucial, 

future research could benefit from a more in-depth exploration of the present-day manifestations 

of masculinity and how they are influenced by ongoing social, economic, and cultural changes. 

By incorporating a more longitudinal approach, researchers can gain a better understanding of 

how masculinity in Jamaica has evolved over time and continues to adapt to shifting societal 

norms.  

Furthermore, Davis's research may benefit from a more intersectional lens that considers 

the experiences of individuals across various social identities. By centering the voices and 

perspectives of marginalized groups, researchers can gain a more nuanced understanding of the 

diverse range of masculinities present within Jamaican society. Additionally, future research 

could explore the impact of globalization, technology, and other contemporary factors on the 

construction of masculinity in Jamaica, providing a more holistic understanding of this complex 

phenomenon.  

Overall, while Davis's work provides valuable insights into the historical context of 

masculinity in Jamaican society, there are gaps in the literature that warrant further exploration. 

By addressing these gaps through interdisciplinary and intersectional approaches, researchers can 

contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of masculinity in Jamaica and its implications 

for gender dynamics in the Caribbean context.   
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Colonialism and plantation economics have left a profound impact on societies across the 

globe, particularly in regions where European powers established dominance through 

colonization. In this paper, we will explore how the oppressive structures of colonialism and the 

exploitative systems of plantation economics influenced male views and conduct in colonial 

contexts. Through an examination of historical evidence and scholarly analysis, we will delve 

into the ways in which colonialism shaped masculine identities, behaviors, and social norms, 

perpetuating systems of power and domination.  

Colonialism and Masculinity:  

Colonialism was not only about the acquisition of territory and resources but also about 

the imposition of cultural, social, and gender norms. European colonizers often sought to assert 

their dominance over indigenous populations by imposing their own ideals of masculinity, which 

were often characterized by notions of strength, superiority, and control. As Anzaldúa (1987, pg. 

32) notes, "Colonialism sought to emasculate indigenous men by portraying them as primitive 

and inferior to the European colonizers" (pg. 32). This portrayal not only served to justify 

colonial exploitation but also reinforced colonial hierarchies and power dynamics. Furthermore, 

colonialism disrupted traditional gender roles and social structures in colonized societies, leading 

to shifts in male views and conduct. For example, in many indigenous cultures, men were 

traditionally responsible for hunting, gathering, and providing for their families. However, with 

the introduction of colonial economic systems, such as cash crop agriculture and wage labor, 

men were often forced to leave their communities to work on plantations or in colonial 

industries. This displacement not only undermined traditional forms of masculinity but also 

created new expectations and pressures for men to fulfill.  
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Plantation Economics and Male Labor:  

Plantation economics played a central role in shaping male views and conduct in colonial 

contexts. The plantation system relied heavily on the exploitation of male labor, particularly 

enslaved African men who were forced to work under brutal conditions in the fields. As Beckles 

(1995, pg. 78) observes, "Plantation economies were built on the backs of enslaved men, whose 

bodies were commodified and exploited for profit" (pg. 78). The dehumanization and 

exploitation of enslaved men not only perpetuated systems of racial oppression but also 

reinforced patriarchal structures within colonial societies.   

Moreover, the plantation system created a hierarchical labor hierarchy that privileged 

white male overseers and plantation owners at the expense of enslaved men. This system of 

exploitation and domination not only affected the economic well-being of enslaved men but also 

their sense of self-worth and masculinity. Enslaved men were often subjected to physical and 

psychological abuse, which further reinforced notions of powerlessness and inferiority.  

Resistance and Adaptation:  

Despite the oppressive structures of colonialism and plantation economics, men in 

colonial contexts often found ways to resist and adapt to their circumstances. From acts of 

rebellion and resistance on plantations to the preservation of traditional masculine values and 

practices within indigenous communities, men sought to assert their agency and reclaim their 

sense of dignity and autonomy. As Fanon (1963) famously stated, "Colonialism dehumanizes 

both the colonized and the colonizer, but it also breeds resistance and resilience" (pg. 115). This 

powerful quote encapsulates the dual impact of colonialism, highlighting not only the oppressive 

and dehumanizing effects on both the oppressed and the oppressors but also the emergence of 
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resistance and resilience among the colonized. It underscores the complexity of colonial 

dynamics, where systemic subjugation and exploitation coexist with the indomitable spirit of 

those who resist and strive for liberation. This resilience becomes a crucial element in the 

cultural and psychological landscape of post-colonial societies, influencing contemporary 

identities and social structures.  

 Colonialism and plantation economics had a profound impact on male views and conduct 

in colonial contexts. The oppressive structures of colonialism sought to emasculate indigenous 

men and impose European ideals of masculinity, while plantation economics exploited and 

commodified male labor for profit. Despite these challenges, men in colonial societies resisted 

and adapted to their circumstances, asserting their agency and reclaiming their sense of identity 

and dignity. The legacy of colonialism and plantation economics has had a profound impact on 

societies worldwide, particularly in regions where European powers established dominance 

through colonization. In the case of Jamaica, the remnants of colonial rule and the economic 

structures of the plantation system continue to influence various aspects of life, including gender 

dynamics and the construction of masculinity. This project explores how colonialism's oppressive 

structures and plantation economics affected male views and conduct in Jamaica, shedding light 

on the historical roots of contemporary gender norms and behaviors.  

Historical Context:   

Colonialism in Jamaica began with the arrival of the Spanish in the early 16th century, 

followed by the British in 1655. The colonization process involved the forced displacement of 

indigenous peoples, and the establishment of plantations worked by enslaved Africans. The 

plantation economy was built on the exploitation of labor, primarily African slaves, for the 
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production of lucrative crops such as sugar, coffee, and tobacco. This economic model created a 

hierarchical society with stark divisions based on race, class, and gender. The paragraph 

succinctly outlines the historical context of colonialism in Jamaica, emphasizing the exploitation 

and forced labor central to the plantation economy. This historical backdrop is crucial for 

understanding contemporary social dynamics in Jamaica, including ongoing racial and class 

disparities. The legacy of such deep-seated inequalities continues to shape the nation's 

socioeconomic landscape, influencing everything from economic opportunities to social 

relations. Recognizing this historical context is essential for addressing the enduring impacts of 

colonialism and working towards a more equitable society.   

Impact on Male Views:  

The oppressive structures of colonialism and plantation economics had a profound impact 

on male views in Jamaica. Enslaved African men were subjected to brutal conditions and 

dehumanizing treatment, which undermined their sense of self-worth and agency. The plantation 

system enforced rigid gender roles, portraying men as strong and dominant figures responsible 

for labor-intensive tasks in the fields. This construction of masculinity was reinforced by the 

patriarchal nature of colonial society, where power and authority were concentrated in the hands 

of white male landowners. This effectively highlights the detrimental impact of colonialism and 

the plantation economy on the construction of masculinity in Jamaica. The enforced gender roles 

and brutal treatment of enslaved African men created a distorted sense of masculinity that 

emphasized dominance and physical strength. This legacy of patriarchal and racial oppression 

has had long-lasting effects on gender relations and male identities in Jamaica. Understanding 

these historical influences is crucial for addressing contemporary issues related to gender and 



38 
 

social inequality. It provides a foundation for challenging and redefining traditional notions of 

masculinity towards more equitable and inclusive forms of gender expression.  

Conduct and Behavior:  

The plantation economy dictated the conduct and behavior expected of Jamaican men, 

shaping their interactions within society. Enslaved men were compelled to conform to the 

demands of plantation overseers and endure harsh working conditions under the threat of 

punishment. This environment fostered a culture of resilience and endurance among enslaved 

men, but it also perpetuated patterns of violence and aggression as means of asserting power and 

control. Moreover, the emasculation experienced by enslaved men due to their subjugation 

contributed to complex psychological and emotional trauma, influencing their relationships and 

social interactions.   

Resistance and Adaptation:  

Despite the oppressive conditions imposed by colonialism and plantation economics, 

Jamaican men demonstrated resilience and agency in their efforts to resist and adapt to their 

circumstances. Acts of resistance, such as slave rebellions and acts of sabotage, challenged the 

authority of plantation owners and asserted the humanity and dignity of enslaved men. 

Additionally, cultural expressions, including music, dance, and folklore, served as outlets for 

self-expression and solidarity among enslaved communities, shaping alternative forms of 

masculinity rooted in collective identity and resistance.  

 Colonialism's oppressive structures and plantation economics profoundly influenced 

male views and conduct in Jamaica, shaping the construction of masculinity in complex ways. 

The legacy of colonialism continues to reverberate in contemporary Jamaican society, 
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underscoring the importance of understanding historical roots in addressing present-day 

challenges. By acknowledging the historical context of gender dynamics, we can gain insight 

into the enduring impacts of colonialism and work towards fostering more equitable and 

inclusive gender relations in Jamaica and beyond.  

 Furthermore, Davis’s (2021) description of Jamaican society focuses exclusively on 

men's experiences, with little emphasis on women or gender identities that depart from the norm 

given that women’s expectations of men influence the behavior of men. Understanding 

masculinity and its link to gendered expectations is complicated by gender socialization, peer 

pressure, women’s expectations of men, men’s expectations of men, power dynamics and social 

hierarchies, which are not widely represented in society.   

Further Generalization of Literature:  

Chevannes's work in "Learning to Be a Man: Culture, Socialization, and Gender Identity 

in Five Caribbean Communities" provides a comprehensive exploration of masculinity within 

Caribbean societies. Through a comparative analysis of five distinct Caribbean communities, 

Chevannes offers valuable insights into the cultural, social, and psychological factors that shape 

masculine identities in the region. By examining the processes of socialization and gender 

identity formation, Chevannes sheds light on the complex interplay between individual agency 

and structural forces in shaping masculine norms and behaviors.  

Chevannes's research highlights the diversity of masculinities across different Caribbean 

communities, challenging monolithic understandings of masculinity and emphasizing the 

importance of context-specific analyses. Through rich ethnographic data and qualitative 

interviews, Chevannes captures the lived experiences of Caribbean men, providing nuanced 
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accounts of the ways in which cultural traditions, family dynamics, and societal expectations 

intersect to shape masculine identities.  

Further Gaps in the Literature:  

While Chevannes's work offers valuable insights into masculinity in Caribbean 

communities, there are several gaps in the literature that warrant further exploration. One such 

gap is the limited consideration of intersectional factors in shaping masculine identities. While 

Chevannes acknowledges the influence of cultural and social factors, there is less analysis of 

how race, class, and sexuality intersect with gender to shape men's experiences in the Caribbean. 

Future research could benefit from a more intersectional approach that considers the ways in 

which multiple axes of identity intersect to produce diverse manifestations of masculinity.  

Additionally, Chevannes's focus on five specific Caribbean communities may overlook 

the diversity of experiences within the broader Caribbean region. While the comparative analysis 

provides valuable insights, there is a need for research that encompasses a wider range of 

Caribbean contexts, including rural and urban settings, different ethnic groups, and varying 

socio-economic conditions. By expanding the scope of research to include a more diverse range 

of communities, researchers can gain a more comprehensive understanding of the complexities 

of masculinity in the Caribbean.  

Furthermore, Chevannes's work predominantly focuses on the experiences of men, with 

less attention paid to the perspectives of women and gender non-conforming individuals. Future 

research could benefit from a more inclusive approach that considers the ways in which gender 

norms and expectations impact individuals of all genders. By centering the voices and 
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experiences of marginalized groups, researchers can gain a more holistic understanding of the 

gender dynamics at play in Caribbean societies.   

Overall, while Chevannes's work provides valuable insights into masculinity in Caribbean 

communities, there are gaps in the literature that warrant further exploration. By addressing these 

gaps through intersectional and inclusive research approaches, researchers can contribute to a 

more nuanced understanding of masculinity in the Caribbean and its implications for gender 

relations in the region.   

Slavery and the Construction of Masculinity:  

Slavery played a central role in shaping masculine identities in Jamaica, with enslaved 

men subjected to brutal conditions and dehumanizing treatment. As Chevannes (2001) notes, the 

plantation system enforced rigid gender roles, portraying men as strong and dominant figures 

responsible for labor-intensive tasks. However, the emasculation experienced by enslaved men 

due to their subjugation undermined traditional notions of masculinity, leading to complex 

psychological and emotional trauma. Moreover, resistance to slavery, such as slave rebellions, 

challenged the authority of plantation owners and asserted alternative forms of masculine agency 

rooted in collective identity and solidarity.  

Colonialism and Patriarchal Norms:  

The legacy of colonialism further influenced masculine identities in Jamaica, perpetuating 

patriarchal norms and power dynamics. Colonial authorities imposed European ideals of 

masculinity that valorized dominance, control, and rationality, while denigrating AfroCaribbean 

forms of masculinity as inferior and primitive. This dichotomy reinforced existing social 

hierarchies based on race and gender, privileging white male authority and marginalizing Afro-
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Caribbean masculinity. Moreover, colonial policies such as the division of labor and education 

system perpetuated gender disparities, limiting opportunities for Afro-Caribbean men to assert 

their autonomy and agency.  

Post-Colonial Challenges and Identity Negotiation:  

In the post-colonial era, Jamaican men grappled with the legacies of slavery and 

colonialism while navigating the challenges of modernization and globalization. Economic 

inequalities, political instability, and social upheaval created tensions within Jamaican society, 

impacting masculine identities and social relations. Chevannes's analysis in "Learning to Be a 

Man: Culture, Socialization, and Gender Identity in Five Caribbean Communities" offers a 

nuanced exploration of masculinity in Jamaican society. Through in-depth ethnographic research, 

Chevannes examines how Jamaican men navigate complex social and cultural expectations to 

construct their masculine identities. He identifies various strategies of identity negotiation, 

including the adoption of cultural traditions, adherence to societal norms, and resistance to 

dominant patriarchal discourses.  

Chevannes's work sheds light on the dynamic nature of masculinity in Jamaican 

communities, highlighting the ways in which men actively engage in processes of identity 

construction. By examining the role of family, peers, and community institutions, he elucidates 

the multifaceted influences that shape masculine identities in Jamaican society. He emphasizes 

the agency of Jamaican men in negotiating their gender roles and challenges simplistic 

stereotypes of masculinity.  
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Further Gaps in the Literature:   

While Chevannes's analysis provides valuable insights into masculinity in Jamaican 

communities, there are several gaps in the literature that warrant further exploration. One such 

gap is the limited consideration of intersectionality in understanding masculine identities. While 

Chevannes acknowledges the influence of cultural and social factors, there is less analysis of 

how intersecting axes of identity, such as race, class, and sexuality, shape men's experiences of 

masculinity in Jamaica. Future research could benefit from a more intersectional approach that 

considers the ways in which multiple dimensions of identity intersect to produce diverse 

manifestations of masculinity.   

Additionally, Chevannes's focus on Jamaican men may overlook the perspectives and 

experiences of women and gender non-conforming individuals. While his analysis centers on 

men's experiences of masculinity, there is less attention paid to how gender norms and 

expectations impact individuals of all genders in Jamaican society. Future research could benefit 

from a more inclusive approach that considers the ways in which gender operates as a social 

structure that affects people of all genders.   

Furthermore, Chevannes's analysis primarily focuses on the experiences of urban 

Jamaican men, with less attention paid to rural and marginalized communities. Future research 

could benefit from a more comprehensive examination of masculinity across diverse Jamaican 

contexts, including rural areas, ethnic minority communities, and socioeconomically 

disadvantaged populations. By expanding the scope of research to include a wider range of 

Jamaican communities, researchers can gain a more holistic understanding of the complexities of 

masculinity in the country. Overall, while Chevannes's analysis provides valuable insights into 
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masculinity in Jamaican society, there are gaps in the literature that warrant further exploration. 

By addressing these gaps through intersectional and inclusive research approaches, researchers 

can contribute to a more nuanced understanding of masculinity in Jamaica and its implications 

for gender relations in the country.  

   The volume "Caribbean Masculinities: Working Papers," edited by Rhoda Reddock 

(2003) provides a comprehensive exploration of masculinities in the Caribbean context. The 

collection of essays offers diverse perspectives on the construction of masculinity across 

different Caribbean countries and cultures. Through interdisciplinary analyses, the authors delve 

into the complexities of Caribbean masculinities, addressing themes such as colonial legacies, 

gender relations, and cultural representations. The literature examines the historical roots of 

Caribbean masculinities, tracing the influence of colonialism, slavery, and post-colonialism on 

gender dynamics in the region. It highlights the ways in which historical processes have shaped 

masculine identities and power structures in Caribbean societies. Additionally, the literature 

explores the intersections of masculinity with other axes of identity, such as race, class, and 

sexuality, shedding light on the complex interplay of social forces that shape gendered 

experiences in the Caribbean. Furthermore, the literature examines contemporary manifestations 

of Caribbean masculinities, considering how globalization, migration, and social change have 

impacted men's experiences of gender. It interrogates dominant narratives of masculinity and 

challenges stereotypes and myths surrounding Caribbean manhood. Through ethnographic 

studies and cultural analyses, the literature offers rich insights into the lived experiences of 

Caribbean men and the diverse ways in which they negotiate their gender identities.  
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Further Gaps in the Literature:  

While "Caribbean Masculinities: Working Papers" provides a comprehensive overview of 

masculinities in the Caribbean, there are several gaps in the literature that warrant further 

exploration. One such gap is the limited consideration of marginalized voices and perspectives 

within Caribbean masculinities studies. The literature predominantly focuses on mainstream 

representations of masculinity, often overlooking the experiences of marginalized groups such as 

LGBTQ+ individuals, ethnic minorities, and socioeconomically disadvantaged men. Future 

research could benefit from a more inclusive approach that centers the voices of marginalized 

communities and explores the intersections of multiple identities.  

Additionally, the literature may lack sufficient engagement with the impacts of 

globalization and neoliberalism on Caribbean masculinities. While globalization has brought 

about significant social and economic changes in the region, its effects on gender dynamics and 

masculine identities remain understudied. Future research could explore how neoliberal policies 

and global economic forces shape men's experiences of masculinity, particularly in relation to 

work, migration, and consumer culture. Furthermore, there may be limited attention given to the 

role of cultural production and media in shaping representations of Caribbean masculinities. The 

literature could benefit from more analyses of popular culture, including music, film, and 

literature, to understand how cultural texts construct and reinforce gender norms and stereotypes. 

By examining cultural artifacts and media representations, researchers can gain insights into the 

ways in which Caribbean masculinities are imagined, performed, and contested in contemporary 

society.  
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   While "Caribbean Masculinities: Working Papers" offers valuable insights into 

masculinities in the Caribbean, there are gaps in the literature that warrant further exploration. By 

addressing these gaps through interdisciplinary and inclusive research approaches, researchers 

can contribute to a more nuanced understanding of Caribbean masculinities and their 

implications for gender relations in the region. The uniqueness of this study partially lies in its 

focus on the intersection of historical and cultural factors in shaping masculine identities in the 

Caribbean. While existing literature in Caribbean Masculinities acknowledges the diversity and 

fluidity of masculine identities in the region, this study delves deeper into the historical and 

cultural contexts that have influenced these identities over time.  

Firstly, this study offers a comprehensive examination of the historical roots of Caribbean 

masculinities, tracing the impact of colonialism, slavery, and post-colonialism on gender 

dynamics in the region. By exploring historical archives, primary sources, and scholarly 

analyses, this study provides a nuanced understanding of how historical processes have shaped 

masculine identities in the Caribbean context. This historical perspective enriches the analysis by 

contextualizing contemporary expressions of masculinity within broader historical trajectories.  

Secondly, this study highlights the cultural dimensions of masculine identities in the Caribbean, 

considering how cultural practices, traditions, and representations contribute to the construction 

of masculinity. By engaging with cultural artifacts, media representations, and ethnographic data, 

this study explores the ways in which cultural factors shape men's experiences of gender and 

inform their behaviors and attitudes. This cultural lens adds depth to the analysis by uncovering 

the intricate interplay between culture and masculinity in the Caribbean context.  
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Furthermore, this study adopts an interdisciplinary approach, drawing on insights from 

history, cultural studies, sociology, and gender studies to provide a holistic understanding of 

Caribbean masculinities. By synthesizing perspectives from multiple disciplines, this study offers 

a comprehensive analysis that captures the complexity of masculine identities in the region. This 

interdisciplinary approach allows for a nuanced exploration of the intersections of race, class, 

sexuality, and other axes of identity with masculinity in the Caribbean.  

The other value of this study lies in its interdisciplinary approach, its focus on historical 

and cultural factors, and its commitment to providing a comprehensive analysis of Caribbean 

masculinities. By uncovering the historical and cultural roots of masculine identities in the 

region, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of gender dynamics in the Caribbean and 

enriches the broader discourse on Caribbean masculinities.  
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CHAPTER THREE  

The Impact of Historical Events on the Construction of Masculinities in Jamaica.     

The history of Jamaica began long before Europeans arrived in the Caribbean. The 

indigenous Taino (Arawaks) people who inhabited the island and most of the Caribbean prior to 

Columbus's arrival in 1494 had well-established social structures and defined gender roles  

(Chevannes, 2001, pg. 89). With the arrival of the Europeans and the subsequent genocide of the 

Tainos, the viciousness of colonialism and the Slave Trade established a hierarchical power 

relation between Africans (the enslaved) and Europeans (the enslavers) rather than between 

women and men (Hall, 1992, pg. 93). As a result, the colonialists’ exercise of power over the 

lives, freedom, and sexuality of the slaves readjusted how Africans understood relationships 

between women and men. Jamaican modern society, having emanated from the historical 

processes of slavery and colonialism, has its understandings of sex and gender identity rooted in 

colonial history, cultural practices, and social relations. These are intertwined in the complexities 

of race, class, ethnicity, and sexuality and may have laid the foundation for how Jamaican 

masculinities manifested in the postcolonial social environment (Genovese, 1976, pg. 78).  

Chevannes (2001, pg. 90) highlights how the Taino’s had well-defined gender roles and 

social structures before European contact, emphasizing the pre-colonial cultural foundations that 

were disrupted by European colonization. Hall (1992) discusses the power dynamics established 

through the slave trade, where Europeans exerted control over Africans, thus reshaping gender 

relations. This historical perspective is crucial to understanding contemporary gender identities in 

Jamaica. Genovese (1976, pg. 12) further elaborates on the complexities of race, class, and 

ethnicity intertwined with gender, providing a comprehensive view of the historical and social 
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influences on Jamaican masculinities. Understanding the deep historical roots of Jamaican 

gender roles and the impact of colonialism is essential for comprehending current gender 

dynamics. The shift in power dynamics and the imposition of European gender norms have left 

lasting imprints on Jamaican society. Recognizing these influences can help in addressing and 

redefining modern gender identities in a more equitable manner.  

The history of Jamaica is marked by a trajectory of savagery, tracing back to the 16th 

century when the Spanish seized control of the island from the indigenous Arawak Indians, 

whom they subjected to enslavement and exploitation during the 1500s. This period saw the 

brutal subjugation and decimation of the Arawak population, symbolizing the onset of a 

tumultuous era in Jamaican history (Cooper, 2019, pg. 24). Cooper (2019, pg. 23) highlights the 

violent colonization of Jamaica by the Spanish, emphasizing the severe impact on the Arawak 

population. This period of exploitation and subjugation set a precedent for the island's subsequent 

history of oppression and resistance.  The early colonization of Jamaica by the Spanish not only 

decimated the indigenous Arawak population but also laid the groundwork for the island's future 

struggles with colonial powers. Understanding this historical context is crucial for grasping the 

enduring legacy of exploitation and resistance that has shaped Jamaican society.  

Following the Spanish occupation, Jamaica fell under English rule, further perpetuating 

the cycle of violence and exploitation (Cooper, 2019, pg. 23) The English not only continued the 

enslavement of indigenous peoples but also expanded the practice through the trans-Atlantic 

slave trade, importing African slaves to work the land and exploit its resources (Cooper, 2019, 

pg. 78). This ruthless exploitation of human and natural resources by European powers 

transformed Jamaica into a site of extreme brutality and lawlessness (Cooper, 2019, pg. 78). The 

impact of colonialism on Jamaica's social fabric was profound, shaping not only the island's 



50 
 

economic structures but also its social hierarchies and cultural norms. As noted by Cooper 

(2019), "The legacy of colonialism has left an indelible mark in Jamaica, influencing its social 

dynamics and power structures in ways that continue to resonate today" (pg. 79). This highlights 

the lasting influence of colonial practices on contemporary Jamaican society, underscoring the 

need to understand historical contexts when analyzing present-day issues. Moreover, an 

examination of post-colonial developments in Guyana, including struggles for independence, 

political upheavals, and economic challenges, could further illuminate the complexities of 

masculine identities in the urban working class. The transition from colonial rule to 

independence brought about shifts in power dynamics, economic opportunities, and social norms, 

all of which influenced notions of masculinity among urban working-class men. By 

incorporating historical context into the analysis, researchers can gain a deeper understanding of 

the historical roots of masculine identities in Guyana's urban working class. This historical 

perspective would complement Lewis's examination of contemporary masculinities, providing a 

more holistic view of the subject and highlighting the interconnectedness between past and 

present dynamics.  

The Infiltration of Europeans into Jamaica and Its Lasting Impact  

The infiltration of Europeans into Jamaica heralded a stark departure from its once 

peaceful existence, ushering in an era characterized by oppression, violence, and exploitation  

(Cooper, 2019, pg. 78). The legacy of this historical brutality continues to reverberate through 

Jamaican society, shaping its social, economic, and cultural landscape to this day.  

Before exploring the enduring impact of European colonization on Jamaica, it's crucial to 

delve into the island's pre-colonial origins and the indigenous peoples who once inhabited its 
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shores:  "Historical research and archaeological findings have indicated that the Arawaks 

originated from South America and named the island 'Xaymaca' meaning land of wood and 

water" (Cooper, 2019, pg. 78). The documented atrocities committed by the Europeans during 

the early days of colonialization underscored over 400 hundred years of mass holocaust abuse 

before the enslaved were legally emancipated in 1838 (Cooper, 2019, pg. 78). According to 

Cooper still (2019, pg. 15) the Arawaks were a docile population that was eradicated by 

enslavement, disease, interbreeding, and the overall physical and mental violence of the 

Europeans. These genocidal acts underscored the destructive force of white male supremacy 

which fueled the continued acts of brutality against African women and men whom they forcibly 

trafficked into the island via the Atlantic Slave Trade (Cooper, 2019, pg. 34).  

The Impact of White Masculinity  

The brutal and inhumane white self-imposed institutionalized power may have impacted 

how black men thought about themselves and by extension, their attitudes and behaviours in a 

violently repressed environment. The inability to have power over their own bodies, the 

denigration of their status to a sub-human class by the oppressive race inequities practiced by the 

colonialists (Cooper, 2019, pg. 23) would have influenced post-colonial black men to reconstruct 

their identities in overt ways. Research has shown that one of the most profound and enduring 

effects of dehumanization in Jamaica is the psychological trauma that has been passed down 

through generations. The trauma of being treated as property rather than as human beings has 

resulted in deep-seated psychological wounds that continue to impact the mental health of both 

Jamaican women and men. As this study is focused on Jamaican men, it questions the 

psychological impact of dehumanization on black men and its likely manifestations of 
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powerlessness, low self-esteem, diminished sense of agency and possibly, overt demonstrations 

of masculinity. The stigma of being descendants of slaves may have pervaded the psyche of 

blacks and further exacerbates issues of inferiority, as many black individuals grapple with the 

weight of intergenerational trauma (Beckles, H. 2010, pg.18).  

As enslaved Caribbean males were subjected to harsh labor conditions, inhumane 

beatings, and other forms of physical punishment, these experiences have left a legacy of 

toughness and resilience in contemporary Caribbean masculinity (Fuentes, 2010, pg.12). The 

overt display of masculine behavior is often misunderstood and may be in part responsible for 

the disproportionate male underachievement in schools, poverty, and the disparate imprisonment 

of black males. According to a study by Smith et al. 2018, pg. 34) young Jamaican males who 

conform to these stereotypical masculine ideals are more likely to exhibit behaviors that 

contribute to disproportionate male underachievement in schools. This study found that boys 

who adhere to traditional masculine norms are less likely to engage positively in academic 

pursuits, leading to lower academic performance and higher dropout rates compared to their 

female counterparts. The historical context of harsh labor conditions and physical punishment 

endured by enslaved Caribbean males’ sheds light on the contemporary issues faced by 

Caribbean men today. The perpetuation of traditional masculine norms significantly impacts 

educational outcomes and social behavior, emphasizing the need for nuanced understanding and 

interventions that address these deep-seated legacies.   

   Additionally, statistics from the Jamaican Ministry of Education (2020, pg. 2) reveal a 

concerning trend between increasing poverty rates and school dropout rates among young 

Jamaican men, which further exacerbated the disparities in educational attainment and economic 

opportunities. Furthermore, data from the Jamaican Department of Correctional Services (2019, 



53 
 

pg. 12) indicate a disproportionate imprisonment of black males, reflecting the intersectionality 

of race and gender in the criminal justice system. Data from the Jamaican Department of 

Correctional Services (2019, pg. 12) reveals a striking disproportionality in the imprisonment 

rates of black males, underscoring the intersecting dynamics of race and gender within the 

criminal justice system.    

According to the statistics, black males constitute a significantly higher proportion of the 

incarcerated population compared to other demographic groups. For instance, the report indicates 

that black males represent over 70% of the total prison population, while their white counterparts 

comprise only a small fraction of the incarcerated demographic. This stark racial disparity 

highlights the systemic inequalities embedded within Jamaica's criminal justice system, wherein 

black men are disproportionately targeted and marginalized. The overrepresentation of black 

males in prisons reflects broader societal issues related to poverty, racial discrimination, and 

limited access to educational and economic opportunities, further exacerbating cycles of 

marginalization and incarceration (Smith, 2020, pg. 12).   

According to data from the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF), black males are 

disproportionately represented in Jamaica's prison population. In 2019, statistics revealed that 

black males accounted for a significant majority of incarcerated individuals, constituting 

approximately 80% of the total prison population (Jamaica Constabulary Force, 2019). This 

overrepresentation of black males within the criminal justice system reflects deep-seated societal 

inequalities and systemic biases that perpetuate the marginalization and criminalization of this 

demographic group. The statistical data provided by the Jamaican Ministry of Education and the 

Jamaican Department of Correctional Services paints a clear picture of the systemic challenges 

faced by young Jamaican men, particularly black males. The interplay between educational 
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underachievement, poverty, and disproportionate imprisonment highlights the urgent need for 

policy interventions that address these interconnected issues. The systemic biases within the 

criminal justice system and broader societal inequalities contribute to a cycle of marginalization 

and incarceration, emphasizing the importance of comprehensive reforms in education, economic 

opportunities, and criminal justice to mitigate these disparities.  

Chart 1: Percentage of Black Males in Total Prison Population Over Time  

Year  Percentage of Black Males  

2015  72%  

2016  74%  

2017  76%  

2018  78%  

2019  80%  

This charts visually depict the significant overrepresentation of black males in Jamaica's prison population and highlight the systemic 

inequalities and biases within the criminal justice system.  

  

This chart visually depicts the significant overrepresentation of black males in Jamaica's prison 

population and highlights the systemic inequalities and biases within the criminal justice system.  

Chart 1 illustrates the trend of black male overrepresentation in Jamaica's prison population from 

2015 to 2019. The percentage of black males in the total prison population steadily increased 

from 72% in 2015 to 80% in 2019. This upward trend underscores the persistent and growing 

issue of racial disparities within the Jamaican criminal justice system. The data indicates that 

black males are consistently and increasingly targeted by the justice system, reflecting systemic 

biases and inequalities.   
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The high incarceration rates of black males can be attributed to various interconnected 

factors. One major factor is the traditional notions of masculinity that pressure young men to 

engage in behaviors that may lead to criminal activities. Additionally, male underachievement in 

education contributes to limited economic opportunities, making crime a more viable option for 

survival. Poverty and unemployment further exacerbate this issue, as black communities face 

significant socio-economic challenges that heighten their vulnerability to criminalization  

The complexities between traditional notions of masculinity, male underachievement in 

education, poverty, and the criminalization of black males in Jamaica are further evidenced by 

additional statistics. Data from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information in Jamaica 

consistently indicate gender disparities in educational outcomes, with boys lagging behind girls 

in academic achievement and school retention rates (Ministry of Education, Youth and 

Information, 2021). Furthermore, socio-economic factors such as poverty and unemployment 

disproportionately affect black communities in Jamaica, exacerbating the cycle of disadvantage 

and contributing to increased involvement in criminal activities (Statistical Institute of Jamaica, 

2020).  

The data from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information corroborates the link 

between educational disparities and incarceration rates. Boys consistently lag behind girls in 

academic achievement and school retention rates, which is a critical factor in their later 

involvement in criminal activities. The socio-economic challenges faced by black communities, 

including high poverty and unemployment rates, are key contributors to the cycle of 

disadvantage and increased criminal involvement.  
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Forced Separation of Families  

The legacy of slavery and colonialism has had a profound and lasting impact on family 

structures and gender relations in Jamaica. One of the most significant consequences of this 

historical trauma is the forced separation of families, which continues to shape contemporary 

perceptions of masculinity. Understanding this context is crucial for comprehending the current 

social dynamics and challenges faced by Jamaican families. The forced separation of families 

during slavery and colonialism continues to influence contemporary perceptions of masculinity 

in Jamaica. The disruption of traditional family structures during slavery has created a legacy of 

fractured family dynamics and gender relations in the contemporary. Statistics have shown that 

the majority of households across the Caribbean are headed solely by women (Stearns, 1995, pg. 

23). This means that women are left with the burden of raising children. Also, Caribbean families 

do not follow the nuclear family structure of other societies in the West, as they tend to comprise 

grandmothers and grandfathers as well as other family members. As a result, these families tend 

to be poor and live beneath the poverty line (Chin, 2014, pg. 45). The absence of men presents 

burdensome challenges but, more importantly, creates its own unique understandings of family 

gender relations that continue to influence contemporary Jamaican masculinity (Hall, 1996, pg. 

36). One notable aspect that distinguishes Jamaica from other Caribbean nations is its vibrant 

cultural diversity and rich history of resistance against colonial oppression. Jamaica's distinct 

cultural identity, shaped by its history of slavery and colonialism, has fostered unique social 

dynamics and expressions of masculinity. Additionally, Jamaica's influence on global music and 

popular culture, particularly through reggae and dancehall music, sets it apart as a cultural 

powerhouse within the Caribbean region.   
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Moreover, Jamaica's geopolitical significance, as evidenced by its role as a major hub for 

trade and tourism, contributes to its distinct socioeconomic landscape. These factors, combined 

with the island's complex history and cultural heritage, create a nuanced understanding of 

masculinity that is deeply rooted in Jamaican identity and experiences. Jamaican men have had 

to develop emotional resilience and the ability to cope with the pain of family separation, which 

has now become a part of their identity (Bryan & Aiken, 2013, pg. 101).   

Hillary Beckles (2010, pg. 78) addresses the challenges faced by enslaved black men in 

upholding their responsibilities. It's fascinating to see how historical experiences, such as family 

separation during slavery and colonialism, continue to reverberate through contemporary 

Jamaican society, shaping perceptions of masculinity and influencing family dynamics. The 

reliance on extended family networks highlights the resilience and adaptability of Jamaican 

communities in the face of adversity. However, it also underscores the ongoing challenges that 

Jamaican men face in navigating their roles as fathers and family leaders within a context marked 

by historical trauma and economic constraints.   

The historical experience of family separation has continued to plague Jamaican society 

in many ways and is a constant hindrance to the economic development agenda (Morgan, 2017, 

pg. 23). The fragmentation of family units has caused men to respond in various ways. Family 

separation has led to a reliance on extended family members and community networks for 

support and stability. This reliance has fostered a sense of community and collective 

responsibility but has significant implications for contemporary Jamaican masculinity (Campbell, 

2006, pg. 90). From my perspective, it is striking how these historical disruptions have not only 

shaped but also constrained modern Jamaican family dynamics. The legacy of family separation 

during slavery and colonialism continues to impact Jamaican masculinity and family roles today. 
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While extended family networks showcase the resilience of Jamaican communities, they also 

highlight the ongoing struggles men face in fulfilling their familial responsibilities within a 

context marked by historical trauma and economic challenges. This ongoing influence 

underscores the need for targeted support and development strategies to address these deep-

rooted issues and foster a more stable and supportive family environment.  

This ongoing influence also underscores the need for targeted support and development 

strategies to address these deep-rooted issues and foster a more stable and supportive family 

environment. The legacy of family separation during slavery and colonialism continues to impact 

Jamaican masculinity and family roles today. While extended family networks showcase the 

resilience of Jamaican communities, they also highlight the ongoing struggles men face in 

fulfilling their familial responsibilities within a context marked by historical trauma and 

economic challenges. This ongoing influence underscores the need for targeted support and 

development strategies to address these deep-rooted issues and foster a more stable and 

supportive family environment.   

While extended family networks showcase the resilience of Jamaican communities, they 

also highlight the ongoing struggles men face in fulfilling their familial responsibilities within a 

context marked by historical trauma and economic challenges. This ongoing influence 

underscores the need for targeted support and development strategies to address these deeprooted 

issues and foster a more stable and supportive family environment. Family separation is another 

issue that has led to the reliance on extended family members and community networks for 

support and stability. The systemic inequalities and disruptions from the past have set in motion 

cycles of disadvantage that are still evident today. Understanding these historical contexts helps 

us appreciate the resilience of Jamaican communities while also recognizing the ongoing 
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struggles they face. Addressing these issues requires acknowledging the long-term effects of 

colonialism and working towards solutions that support family stability and economic 

development. These historical disruptions have deeply influenced contemporary Jamaican 

society, particularly in shaping family structures and gender roles. The long-standing impact of 

colonialism and slavery continues to affect how Jamaican men relate to their roles within the 

family. This has fostered a sense of community and collective responsibility but has significant 

implications for contemporary Jamaican masculinity (Campbell, 2006, pg. 90).  

   Hillary Beckles's observations highlight how the enduring legacies of colonialism and 

slavery have shaped and constrained contemporary family dynamics. The historical trauma of 

family separation has left lasting scars that impact Jamaican men’s roles and responsibilities 

within their families. Addressing these deep-seated issues requires a comprehensive approach 

that acknowledges historical injustices while fostering social and economic policies aimed at 

rebuilding family structures and supporting men in their roles as fathers and leaders: "Jamaican 

men have had to develop emotional resilience and the ability to cope with the pain of family 

separation, which has now become a part of their identity" (Bryan, & Aiken, 2013, pg. 101).  

Moreover, "The fragmentation of family units has caused men to respond in various ways. 

Family separation is another issue which has led to the reliance on extended family members and 

community networks for support and stability. This has fostered a sense of community and 

collective responsibility but has significant implications for contemporary Jamaican masculinity" 

(Campbell, 2006, pg. 90). While this fosters a sense of collective responsibility and solidarity, it 

also reflects the persistent challenges stemming from Jamaica's colonial past.  

Hillary Beckles' work, which explores the struggles of enslaved black men, further 

emphasizes the historical roots of contemporary issues surrounding family dynamics and 
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masculinity in Jamaica: "Despite the disruptive nature of colonialism, men have grappled with 

upholding their roles as fathers and family leaders, demonstrating resilience amidst adversity" 

(Beckles, 2010, pg. 98). Furthermore, the ongoing impact of family separation on Jamaican 

society, as highlighted by Morgan remains a “significant obstacle to economic development and 

social progress" (2017, pg. 67). In addition, "In essence, the historical experience of family 

separation continues to shape the contours of Jamaican masculinity, intertwining resilience with 

the enduring legacy of colonial oppression" (Morgan, 2017, pg. 67) and “While men have 

adapted to cope with the challenges they face, addressing the systemic issues underlying family 

fragmentation is essential for fostering sustainable development and creating a more equitable 

society” (Morgan, 2017, pg. 67).   

Post-Emancipation, Labor Movements, and Political Activism   

The post-emancipation period in Jamaica marked a significant turning point in the 

construction of Jamaican masculinity, characterized by the transition from a slave-based 

economy to one of waged labor. This era began in 1838 with the formal abolition of slavery in 

Jamaica, following decades of resistance by enslaved individuals and abolitionist movements. 

(Beckles, 1990).   As the island transitioned from a slave-based economy to one of waged labor, 

new opportunities and challenges emerged (Chevannes, 2001, pg. 67). In the post-emancipation 

period, labor movements and political activism emerged and brought about significant changes 

as well as new challenges. These challenges included homelessness and the capturing of colonial 

lands; joblessness; poverty and the search for survival strategies beyond the plantations 

(Shepherd, 1981, pg. 90). As a result, labor movements and political activism emerged to bring 

about economic transformation (Hall, 1988, pg. 98).   
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These historical experiences continue to influence how masculinity was being constantly 

re-defined in Jamaica. The labor movements that emerged during the post-emancipation period in 

the Caribbean, including Jamaica, played a crucial role in addressing the challenges faced by 

formerly enslaved individuals and in shaping the construction of masculinity. These movements 

were instrumental in advocating for economic transformation, addressing issues such as 

homelessness, joblessness, and poverty that arose in the aftermath of emancipation (Hall, 1988, 

pg. 89). Mostly men participated in these activist movements as a means of asserting their 

agency and seeking to improve their socio-economic conditions (Chin, 2014, pg. 90).  

 Participation in labor unions and political activism provided men with opportunities to challenge 

the oppressive structures of colonialism and assert their rights as workers (Lewis, 2011, pg. 23). 

Additionally, involvement in labor movements allowed men to redefine their roles within society, 

moving beyond the confines of plantation labor to become leaders and advocates for social and 

economic change (Campbell, 2007, pg. 34). By organizing collectively, men sought to assert 

their masculinity in ways that were not solely reliant on traditional notions of physical strength 

and dominance but also on their ability to effect change and shape their own destinies.  This is 

how Alexander Bustamante emerged as both a labour and political advocate.  Alexander 

Bustamante, born William Alexander Clarke on February 24, 1884, in Hanover, Jamaica, 

emerged as a prominent figure in Jamaica's history, particularly as a labor and political advocate 

during the mid-20th century. Bustamante's contributions were instrumental in shaping Jamaica's 

labor movement and political landscape, leaving a lasting impact on the nation's development. 

Bustamante's early life and career were marked by diverse experiences that shaped his outlook 

and fueled his passion for social justice and empowerment. He began his career as a laborer in 

the United States and Cuba before returning to Jamaica in the early 20th century. His firsthand 
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experiences of exploitation and discrimination in the labor force ignited his commitment to 

advocating for the rights and welfare of Jamaican workers. As a labor leader, Bustamante played 

a pivotal role in organizing workers and championing their cause against oppressive working 

conditions and low wages. In 1938, he founded the Bustamante Industrial Trade Union (BITU), 

Jamaica's first modern trade union, to advocate for better working conditions, fair wages, and 

improved rights for workers across various industries. The BITU quickly gained momentum and 

became a powerful voice for the labor movement, mobilizing workers and challenging the status 

quo. Bustamante's leadership extended beyond the realm of labor activism to the political arena. 

In 1943, he co-founded the Jamaica Labour Party (JLP), positioning himself as a key figure in 

Jamaica's political landscape. The JLP emerged as a formidable political force, advocating for 

social and economic reforms to uplift the Jamaican people, particularly the working class and 

marginalized communities. Bustamante's charisma, determination, and populist appeal propelled 

him to prominence in Jamaican politics. In 1944, he won a seat in the Jamaica Legislative 

Council, marking the beginning of his political career. His tenure in office was characterized by 

advocacy for progressive policies aimed at improving living standards, expanding access to 

education and healthcare, and advancing social welfare programs.  

One of Bustamante's most significant contributions to Jamaican history was his role in 

leading Jamaica to independence from British colonial rule. As Jamaica's first Prime Minister 

following independence in 1962, Bustamante played a central role in shaping the nation's identity 

and charting its course as a sovereign state. His leadership during this critical period laid the 

foundation for Jamaica's emergence as a vibrant democracy and a leader in the Caribbean region. 

Bustamante's legacy as a labor and political advocate endures in Jamaica's collective memory 

and continues to inspire generations of Jamaicans. His commitment to social justice, economic 
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empowerment, and national development remains a guiding light for those dedicated to building 

a more equitable and prosperous society.  

Alexander Bustamante's life and career exemplify the transformative power of leadership 

and activism in shaping the destiny of nations. His contributions to Jamaica's labor movement, 

political evolution, and quest for independence have left an indelible mark on the nation's history.  

Through his tireless efforts and unwavering commitment to the welfare of the Jamaican people, 

Bustamante emerged as a towering figure in the annals of Jamaican history, earning him a place 

of honor as a beloved national hero.   

Campbell (2007, pg. 90) further emphasizes the transformative role of labor movements 

in reshaping masculine identities, highlighting how men like Bustamante transcended traditional 

gender roles to become influential figures in Jamaican society. Bustamante's leadership not only 

symbolized a break from colonial-era subjugation but also reflected a shift towards a more 

inclusive and progressive vision of masculinity. As men engaged in labor and political activism, 

they redefined masculinity to encompass qualities such as courage, resilience, and social 

responsibility, challenging dominant narratives of male dominance and aggression.  

This legacy of redefined masculinity and progressive vision continues to inspire future 

generations, demonstrating how leadership and activism can profoundly impact societal values 

and norms. Bustamante's enduring influence underscores the importance of visionary leadership 

in shaping a nation's identity and fostering a more equitable and inclusive society. Alexander 

Bustamante's emergence as a labor and political advocate exemplifies how men in Jamaica 

utilized collective action to challenge colonial oppression and redefine masculinity. Through 

their involvement in labor unions and political movements, men like Bustamante sought to assert 
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their rights and shape their own destinies, contributing to a broader transformation of gender 

roles and social dynamics in Jamaican society.  

Conversely, several black men chose not to re-enter the labor environment after 

emancipation due to various factors. One significant reason was the pervasive discrimination and 

exploitation they faced in formal employment settings. Despite gaining freedom from slavery, 

black men encountered widespread prejudice and unequal treatment in the labor market, 

including lower wages, limited job opportunities, and harsh working conditions (Bennett, 2018, 

pg. 82). Additionally, the legacy of slavery and colonialism entrenched notions of inferiority and 

subordination among black communities, contributing to a lack of trust in formal employment 

structures (Chevannes, 2001, pg. 78). As a result, many black men opted for alternative 

livelihood strategies, such as subsistence farming, informal trade, or entrepreneurship, as a means 

of asserting independence and autonomy (Patterson, 2016, pg. 67). However, shying away from 

formal employment also had adverse consequences, as it perpetuated negative masculinity 

stereotypes and hindered socioeconomic advancement. In a society where masculinity is often 

equated with breadwinning and financial success, the inability to secure stable employment may 

lead to feelings of emasculation and inadequacy among black men (Bowleg et al., 2017, pgs. 

5667). Moreover, the absence of positive role models in the labor force could further reinforce 

negative stereotypes about black masculinity, fueling cycles of unemployment, poverty, and 

social marginalization (Franklin &Boyd-Franklin, 2000, pg. 98).  

  Furthermore, the decision of several black men to abstain from re-entering formal 

employment post-emancipation stemmed from a complex interplay of economic, social, and 

psychological factors. Emancipation, while symbolizing freedom from physical bondage, did not 

equate to immediate economic liberation for formerly enslaved individuals: “The lack of access 
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to education, land, and capital hindered their ability to compete in the formal labor market 

dominated by white elites” (Holt, 2004). Additionally, the legacy of colonialism perpetuated 

racial hierarchies that marginalized black labor and reinforced notions of white superiority 

(Rodney, 1972). In this context, pursuing alternative livelihoods, such as subsistence agriculture 

or informal trade, offered a semblance of autonomy and self-reliance for black men (Hall, 2006, 

pg. 89). However, these alternative pathways were often fraught with challenges, including 

limited financial returns, precarious living conditions, and social stigmatization (Craton, 1970, 

pg. 70). Consequently, the reluctance to engage with formal employment not only reflected a 

pragmatic response to systemic barriers but also underscored a sense of agency and resistance 

against oppressive structures (Beckles, 2009, pg. 56). Nonetheless, the absence of stable 

employment opportunities perpetuated cycles of poverty and vulnerability, exacerbating the 

marginalization of black men within Jamaican society (Duncan, 2017, pg. 67).   

Institutionalized Racism:   

The development of institutionalized racism during the period of colonialism and slavery 

had negative effects on the self-esteem and perception of Jamaican masculinity. Racism was 

institutionalized within the laws and policies which forced conformity to the dictates of colonial 

rule (Hall, D. (2006). The laws were used to establish norms and influence the culture of the 

social environment. As a result, the law protected law enforcement in the disproportionate 

targeting of blacks and subjected them to dehumanized and humiliating treatment leaving little 

recourse to victims (Beckford, 1972, pg. 67). Moreover, similar treatment was not meted to white 

and brown people which accentuated the marginalization of blacks and influenced the disparities 

in the numbers within the prisons (Higman, B, 1984, pg. 45). The inequalities within the laws 
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and policies supported differential treatment and differences in the access to resources and 

opportunities (Lewis, 2008, pg. 89). Therefore, issues related to education, housing, employment 

would have been major issues affecting men in profound ways. Men’s response to racism and 

marginalization would have resulted in aggression.   

During the post-emancipation period in Jamaica, the development of institutionalized 

racism had profound negative effects on the self-esteem and perceptions of Jamaican masculinity. 

These laws not only established norms but also influenced the cultural and social environment, 

perpetuating systems of inequality and oppression (Hall, 1985, pg. 67). One of the most 

egregious manifestations of institutionalized racism was the disproportionate targeting of black 

individuals by law enforcement, who were subjected to dehumanizing and humiliating treatment 

with little recourse to justice (Beckles, 1999, pg. 89). Meanwhile, white and brown people were 

often exempt from such treatment, exacerbating the marginalization of blacks and contributing to 

disparities in the numbers incarcerated (Shepherd, 2008, pg. 67). This unequal treatment within 

the legal system supported differential access to resources and opportunities, leading to profound 

disparities in areas such as education, housing, and employment (Hamilton, 2006). Consequently, 

issues related to institutionalized racism would have influenced their responses in various ways. 

For example, several black men would lose trust in the judicial system which would lead to 

reprisals as they seek to administer their own systems of justice (Chevannes, 1994, pg. 89). This 

would lead to an increase in crime and violence and the cultivating of negative masculinities. 

Experiences of exclusion and discrimination may fuel feelings of aggression and resentment, 

while others may have channeled their energies into striving for educational achievement and 

socio-political empowerment as a means of resistance (Gordon, 1998).  
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Gang Culture and Violence  

Violence is a prominent feature of Jamaican gang culture and men living in the inner-city 

areas or the ghettos are drawn into gangs and other deviant behaviors. Some young men may be 

drawn into gangs, seeking a sense of power and belonging, which can be associated with a 

certain form of masculinity. Homicide Rate: Jamaica has experienced relatively high homicide 

rates compared to many other countries. In 2020, Jamaica's homicide rate was approximately 47 

per 100,000 people. According to Nesha 1998 titled “Male violence against men and women in 

the Caribbean posited that the setting in which violence against women occurs is one in which 

women are frequently the most violated due to their status and gender. Violence against women 

does not exist in a vacuum. However, the extent to which men in Jamaica—especially young 

men—are killing and abusing one another violently. 45 youths, ages 13 to 18, 182 youths, ages 

19 to 25, and 157 youths, ages 26 to 30, were slain in 1993. Beyond this age range, the statistics 

decline, but they still have significance. One man shot another in more than half of the cases. The 

numbers for 1994 are even more startling: 82 males perished between the ages of 13 and 25 and  

197 men between the ages of 19 and 25 were murdered. The data about the homicide rate 

20222023 in Jamaica posits that Intentional homicides are estimates of illegal killings that are 

intentionally caused by violent confrontations over territory or control, marital disputes, 

interpersonal violence, intergang violence, and killings by armed groups. Not all purposeful 

killings are classified as intentional murder; the distinction usually lies in how the killing is 

carried out. Homicide is typically perpetrated by one person or small groups, while killing in 

armed combat is typically carried out by reasonably cohesive organizations of up to several 

hundred members, and as such, is typically omitted. In my view, the stark figures and detailed 

classifications highlight the severe impact of violence on communities. Addressing these issues 



68 
 

requires a multifaceted approach that includes improving social and economic conditions, 

enhancing law enforcement practices, and fostering community-based interventions.  

Understanding the nature of these violent acts can help in developing more effective strategies to 

reduce crime and support victims, ultimately working towards a safer and more just society.  

The murder/homicide rate in Jamaica in 2021 was 52.13, up 10.29% from the previous 

year. The murder/homicide rate in Jamaica in 2020 was 47.26, down 0.76% from the previous 

year. The murder/homicide rate in Jamaica for 2019 was 47.62, up 3.88% from the previous year.   

| Year | Murder/Homicide Rate |       

|------|-----------------------|  

| 2019 |         47.62         |  

| 2020 |         47.26         |  

| 2021 |         52.13         | |------|-----------------------

|  

| 2019 |         47.62         |  

| 2020 |         47.26         |  

| 2021 |         52.13         |  

This chart illustrates the trend in the murder/homicide rate over the three-year period, showing an increase from 2019 to 2021,  

with a slight decrease in 2020 followed by a notable increase in 2021.   
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The fluctuations in the murder/homicide rate highlight a critical issue that requires urgent 

attention. The increase in 2021 suggests that the factors contributing to violence may be 

intensifying or evolving, warranting a deeper investigation into the root causes. Effective 

intervention strategies must address the underlying social, economic, and institutional issues 

driving this violence. This includes enhancing community safety programs, improving economic 

opportunities, and strengthening law enforcement efforts. To make meaningful progress, it is 

essential for policymakers, community leaders, and organizations to collaborate on 

comprehensive solutions that address both immediate and long-term challenges related to violent 

crime.  

Jamaican gang cultures have a rich and complex history deeply intertwined with the 

island's socio-political landscape. Understanding the origins and evolution of these cultures 

requires an exploration of historical events that shaped Jamaican society over time considering 

whether they emerged as a form of resistance against the status quo or as a response to abusive 

labor environments rooted in the island's colonial history.  

For example, Jamaican gang cultures can be seen as a form of resistance against systemic 

oppression and social exclusion. For many young men, joining gangs offered a sense of 

belonging and identity in environments where formal employment opportunities were scarce, and 

discrimination persisted. The adoption of gang symbols, rituals, and codes reflected a desire to 

assert autonomy and challenge the dominant social order. The development of Jamaican gang 

cultures represents a multifaceted response to historical injustices, including colonial oppression 

and socio-economic marginalization. Throughout Jamaica's history, marginalized communities 

have sought avenues of resistance and survival in the face of systemic discrimination and 

exclusion. The emergence of gang cultures can be understood within this broader context of 
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resistance against hegemonic structures and the assertion of alternative forms of identity and 

community.  

One crucial aspect of gang cultures in Jamaica is their role in providing a sense of 

belonging and identity to marginalized youth. As noted by Chevannes (2001, pg. 78), joining 

gangs offers young men a way to navigate environments characterized by scarce formal 

employment opportunities and persistent discrimination. In these contexts, gangs become 

alternative social structures where individuals can find solidarity and support, albeit within a 

framework that often perpetuates violence and criminality. Chevannes (2001, pg. 78) highlights 

the significance of gang cultures in Jamaica as avenues for marginalized youth to find belonging 

and identity amidst environments marked by limited formal employment opportunities and 

enduring discrimination. Joining gangs, according to Chevannes, offers young men a means to 

navigate such challenging circumstances by providing solidarity and support, albeit within a 

framework often characterized by violence and criminality.  

 On the other hand, the adoption of gang symbols, rituals, and codes serves as a 

mechanism for asserting autonomy and challenging prevailing social norms. These symbols and 

rituals, as observed by Chevannes, are not merely expressions of criminal behavior but also 

represent forms of cultural resistance and identity formation. For example, specific colors, hand 

signs, and graffiti tags can be interpreted as symbolic acts of defiance against mainstream society 

and its norms.  

Moreover, the historical legacy of colonialism continues to shape the socio-economic 

landscape of Jamaica, contributing to the persistence of poverty, inequality, and social exclusion. 

The Maroon resistance, post-emancipation challenges, and urban migration have all left indelible 
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marks on Jamaican society, influencing the development of alternative communities, including 

gang cultures. These communities emerge as adaptive responses to oppressive conditions, 

offering a sense of agency and empowerment to those marginalized by systemic injustices.   

(Chevannes, 2001, pg. 78).  

The development of Jamaican gang cultures is intricately linked to the island's history of 

resistance against colonial oppression and socio-economic marginalization. From the Maroon 

resistance to post-emancipation challenges and urban migration, historical events have shaped 

the socio-cultural landscape of Jamaica and influenced the formation of alternative communities, 

including gang cultures. While rooted in resistance, these cultures also reflect the enduring 

legacy of colonialism and the ongoing struggle for social justice and equality in Jamaican 

society. During the colonial era, the labor environment in Jamaica was deeply abusive, with 

enslaved Africans forced to work on plantations under harsh conditions. The legacy of this 

exploitation continued long after emancipation, as former slaves faced economic marginalization 

and discrimination in the post-colonial period (Campbell, 1988, pg. 67).  

II. The Maroon Resistance and Formation of Alternative Communities  

One significant form of resistance against colonial oppression was led by the Maroons, 

descendants of escaped slaves who established independent communities in Jamaica's interior. 

The Maroons engaged in guerrilla warfare against British forces and successfully negotiated 

treaties that granted them autonomy in exchange for assisting in the capture of runaway slaves. 

Their resistance efforts laid the groundwork for the formation of alternative communities that 

operated outside the control of the colonial authorities (Campbell, 1988, pg. 67).  
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Campbell (1988) underscores the pivotal role of the Maroons, descendants of escaped 

slaves, in resisting colonial oppression and establishing autonomous communities in Jamaica's 

interior. Through guerrilla warfare tactics, the Maroons engaged British forces, challenging their 

authority and striving for independence. Additionally, Campbell highlights the significance of the 

treaties negotiated by the Maroons, which granted them autonomy in return for aiding in the 

capture of runaway slaves. These treaties not only affirmed the Maroons' resistance but also laid 

the foundation for alternative communities that operated beyond colonial control. The Maroons' 

defiance and establishment of autonomous settlements represent a potent form of resistance 

against colonial domination, contributing to the broader struggle for freedom and 

selfdetermination in Jamaica's history.  

Interpersonal Violence and Masculinity in Jamaica  

High levels of interpersonal violence, including domestic violence, are a concern in 

Jamaica. Exposure to such violence can have a significant impact on the development of 

masculinity, affecting how men perceive their roles in relationships and families. As noted by 

Chin (2014, pg. 67), the prevalence of violence in Jamaican society often leads to the 

normalization of aggression and conflict resolution through force. This normalization can 

contribute to distorted perceptions of masculinity, where dominance and control are equated with 

strength and power.  

 Additionally, Bryan and Aiken (2013, pg. 45) highlight how exposure to violence can 

instill a sense of emotional numbness or detachment in men, inhibiting their ability to express 

vulnerability or seek help for emotional distress. Consequently, men may internalize stereotypes 

of masculinity that prioritize stoicism and emotional repression, hindering healthy relationship 
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dynamics and perpetuating cycles of violence. Furthermore, the impact of interpersonal violence 

extends beyond individual behavior, affecting broader social structures and norms related to 

gender and power. By acknowledging the influence of violence on masculinity development, 

interventions can be tailored to address the root causes of aggression and promote healthier 

expressions of masculinity that prioritize empathy, cooperation, and non-violence.  

The resilience and autonomy displayed by the Maroons are a powerful testament to the 

enduring human spirit's capacity to resist oppression and seek freedom. Their legacy is a critical 

reminder of the importance of fighting for autonomy and justice, even in the face of 

overwhelming odds. This history of resistance is deeply inspiring and provides valuable lessons 

for contemporary struggles against various forms of oppression and inequality. Similarly, the 

issue of interpersonal violence and its impact on masculinity in Jamaica underscores the need for 

societal change. Addressing the root causes of violence and promoting healthier expressions of 

masculinity are crucial steps toward building a more just and equitable society. By fostering 

empathy, cooperation, and non-violence, we can challenge harmful norms and create 

environments where all individuals can thrive emotionally and socially.  
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Chapter 4  

Dancehall Culture on the shaping of Jamaica’s Masculinity  

Before delving into the influence of Jamaican music, particularly dancehall, on 

perceptions of masculinity, it is important to understand the broader context of interpersonal 

violence in Jamaica. The prevalence of violence, including domestic violence, raises concerns 

about its impact on the development of masculinity and how men perceive their roles within 

relationships and families.  

The Jamaican music industry, particularly dancehall music, has often featured violent 

themes and lyrics. These representations in music and media can influence how young men 

perceive masculinity and may contribute to the normalization of violence in some contexts. The 

Jamaican music industry, particularly dancehall music, has long been recognized for its pervasive 

use of violent themes and lyrics, which can significantly shape perceptions of masculinity among 

young men. As highlighted by Chevannes (2001, pg. 78), dancehall culture serves as a reflection 

of the socio-economic realities in Jamaica, where violence and crime are prevalent in many 

communities. The lyrics of dancehall songs often glorify aggression, dominance, and 

hypermasculinity, portraying these traits as desirable and essential components of manhood 

(Chevannes, 2001, pg. 78). This portrayal can contribute to the normalization of violence, 

desensitizing listeners to its consequences and reinforcing harmful stereotypes about masculinity.  

Moreover, the accessibility and popularity of dancehall music through various media 

platforms amplify its influence on young men's perceptions of masculinity. As noted by Cooper  

(2004, pg. 16), the proliferation of dancehall music videos, radio airplay, and social media 

exposure ensures that these violent representations are widely disseminated and consumed by 
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Jamaican youth (Cooper, 2004, pg. 132). The constant exposure to such content can imprint upon 

young minds notions of masculinity that prioritize aggression and dominance, while 

simultaneously marginalizing alternative expressions of manhood.  

The impact of dancehall music on masculinity is further compounded by its association 

with cultural identity and social belonging. As argued by Hope (2006), for many young Jamaican 

men, engaging with dancehall culture is not only a form of entertainment but also a means of 

asserting their cultural identity and belonging within their communities (Hope, 2006, pg. 115). In 

this context, the adoption of violent themes and behaviors depicted in dancehall music may be 

perceived as a way to align oneself with a particular social group or to demonstrate adherence to 

cultural norms of masculinity. However, it is essential to recognize that not all expressions of 

masculinity within dancehall culture are inherently violent or toxic. Scholars like Cooper 

emphasize the diversity of themes and messages present in dancehall music, ranging from social 

commentary to expressions of love and resilience (Cooper, 2004, pg. 135). Therefore, while 

violent representations certainly exist within the genre, they represent only one aspect of a 

complex and multifaceted cultural phenomenon.  

Cultural expressions, especially through music, have had a profound impact on the 

construction and continuation of Jamaican masculinity. Music in Jamaica, notably genres like 

reggae and dancehall, plays a significant role in influencing societal norms and perceptions of 

masculinity. (Cooper, & Bonnano, 2011, pg. 89). Cultural expressions, particularly through 

music, have indeed played a pivotal role in shaping the construction and perpetuation of 

Jamaican masculinity. As highlighted by Cooper and Bonnano (2011), music genres such as 

reggae and dancehall have emerged as powerful mediums for articulating and reinforcing gender 

norms within Jamaican society (Cooper & Bonnano, 2011, pg. 47). Reggae, with its roots in the 
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social and political struggles of post-independence Jamaica, initially provided a platform for 

expressions of resistance and solidarity, challenging colonial legacies and advocating for social 

justice (Cooper & Bonnano, 2011, pg. 48). In this context, reggae music often conveyed 

messages of empowerment and community cohesion, offering alternative visions of masculinity 

that emphasized strength through unity rather than dominance through aggression.   

However, the emergence of dancehall music marked a significant shift in the portrayal of 

masculinity within Jamaican music culture. As noted by Cooper and Bonnano (2011), dancehall 

music, with its emphasis on braggadocio, hypersexuality, and violence, introduced a new 

paradigm of masculinity characterized by assertive individualism and overt displays of power 

(Cooper & Bonnano, 2011, pg. 52). The lyrics and imagery associated with dancehall often 

celebrate material wealth, sexual conquest, and physical prowess, presenting these traits as 

essential markers of manhood (Cooper & Bonnano, 2011, pg. 52). Moreover, the 

commodification and globalization of Jamaican music have amplified its influence on 

perceptions of masculinity beyond the island's borders. As discussed by Cooper and Bonnano 

(2011, pg. 52), the exportation of reggae and dancehall music to international markets has 

disseminated Jamaican cultural norms and values worldwide, shaping the identities and 

behaviors of diasporic communities and global audiences (Cooper & Bonnano, 2011, pg. 52). 

Consequently, the representations of masculinity portrayed in Jamaican music have not only 

influenced local gender dynamics but have also contributed to broader discourses on race, 

sexuality, and power on a global scale.  

Reggae music, for instance, has been a powerful medium for expressing social 

consciousness, resistance, and identity. Songs often contain lyrics that emphasize strength, 

resilience, and the struggles of the oppressed, contributing to the image of masculinity in 
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Jamaica. Bob Marley, as an iconic figure in reggae, advocated messages of unity, resilience, and 

self-empowerment that continue to influence concepts of masculinity in Jamaican culture 

(Stolzoff, N. 2000, pg. 23). Similarly, the dancehall genre, known for its energetic beats and 

expressive lyrics, has played a role in defining masculinity. Dancehall music often includes 

themes of bravado, assertiveness, and sexual prowess, which have had an impact on the 

perception of masculinity in Jamaican society. The lyrical content and themes in dancehall music 

can contribute to reinforcing certain stereotypes or norms related to masculinity (Chevannes, 

1998, pg. 78).  

Conversely, the influence of dancehall music on shaping negative masculinities, 

particularly through lyrics that reiterate and validate crime and violence, is indeed a topic worthy 

of exploration. As noted by Chevannes (2001), dancehall music often perpetuates narratives of 

hypermasculinity, where aggression and dominance are glorified as essential components of 

manhood (Chevannes, 2001, pg. 78). The lyrics of many dancehall songs depict themes of gang 

warfare, gun violence, and sexual conquest, portraying these behaviors as not only acceptable but 

also desirable expressions of masculinity (Chevannes, 2001, pg. 80). In this context, young men 

may internalize these messages and model their behaviors, accordingly, leading to the 

normalization of violence within certain communities.  

Moreover, the commodification of violent imagery in dancehall music contributes to the 

reinforcement of negative stereotypes about Jamaican masculinity on a global scale. As discussed 

by Cooper and Bonnano (2011, p. 53), the commercial success of dancehall artists relies heavily 

on sensationalized depictions of crime and aggression, which are often marketed as authentic 

expressions of Jamaican culture. Consequently, international audiences may develop skewed 

perceptions of Jamaican masculinity, associating it primarily with violence and criminality. 
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Furthermore, the impact of dancehall music on shaping negative masculinities extends beyond 

individual behaviors to influence broader social dynamics and public perceptions. For example, 

scholars have pointed to correlations between exposure to violent lyrics in dancehall music and 

increased rates of violent crime in certain Jamaican communities (Cooper & Bonnano, 2011, p. 

55). This suggests that the normalization of violence in music can have real-world consequences 

for social cohesion and public safety.  

Dancehall music, with its rhythmic beats and catchy melodies, has long been a staple of 

Jamaican popular culture, particularly among inner-city youth. However, some dancehall lyrics 

glorify violence, promote misogyny, and reinforce negative stereotypes of masculinity. These 

lyrics often depict aggressive behavior, including gun violence, drug dealing, and sexual 

exploitation, which can have a detrimental impact on impressionable listeners, especially young 

men. One example of dancehall music containing violent lyrics can be found in the song "Gully 

Side" by dancehall artist Movado. Movado’s journey into the world of music began in the gritty 

streets of Kingston, where he honed his craft amidst the challenges and realities of urban life. 

Drawing inspiration from his surroundings, Movado infused his music with raw emotion, 

authenticity, and a gritty realism that resonated with audiences worldwide. His ability to capture 

the essence of Jamaican street culture and convey it through his music set him apart as a 

compelling storyteller and artistic visionary.  

What sets Movado apart from other dancehall artists is his distinctive vocal delivery, 

characterized by a hauntingly melodic tone and a commanding stage presence. His voice, often 

described as "gritty yet soulful," infuses his songs with a sense of urgency and emotion that 

captivates listeners and leaves a lasting impression. Whether delivering rapid-fire verses or soul 

stirring choruses, Movado’s vocal versatility and dynamic range showcase his musical prowess 
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and artistic depth. Beyond his vocal talent, Movado’s lyrical content sets him apart as a socially 

conscious artist unafraid to tackle controversial topics and address pressing issues facing 

Jamaican society. While some of his songs contain violent imagery and themes, Movado also 

explores themes of resilience, survival, and social justice, shedding light on the struggles and 

triumphs of marginalized communities. His ability to balance hard-hitting realism with poignant 

introspection showcases his versatility as an artist and his commitment to storytelling with 

substance.  

Movado’s impact extends far beyond the confines of the music industry, as he has 

emerged as a cultural ambassador and representative of Jamaican music on the global stage. His 

collaborations with international artists, including hip-hop heavyweights like Jay-Z and Drake, 

have helped elevate the visibility of dancehall music and cemented Movado’s status as a global 

phenomenon. Furthermore, his influence can be seen in the proliferation of dancehall-inspired 

music across various genres, showcasing the enduring legacy of his artistic contributions. 

Movado’s journey from the streets of Kingston to international stardom is a testament to the 

power of music to transcend boundaries, unite cultures, and inspire change. His unique blend of 

vocal talent, lyrical prowess, and social consciousness has solidified his place as a pioneer of the 

dancehall genre and a cultural icon in his own right. As Movado continues to push the boundaries 

of musical expression and inspire audiences worldwide, his legacy as a visionary artist and 

advocate for social change will undoubtedly endure for generations to come.   

In the song mentioned above, Movado glorifies gang violence and territorial warfare, 

using graphic imagery to depict acts of aggression and revenge. The lyrics reinforce a 

hypermasculine image of dominance and power through violence, contributing to the 

normalization of harmful behaviors among listeners. As men predominantly write and sing these 
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songs, they play a significant role in shaping perceptions of masculinity within Jamaican society. 

The glorification of violence in dancehall music reinforces toxic notions of masculinity that 

equate strength with aggression and dominance. Young men who gravitate towards dancehall 

music may internalize these messages, leading to the emulation of violent behaviors as a means 

of asserting their masculinity and gaining respect within their communities (Chevannes, 2001, 

pg. 11).   

While Movado’s talent and contributions to dancehall music are undeniable, the impact of 

his and similar artists' glorification of violence must be critically examined. Music has a 

profound influence on societal norms and individual behaviors, particularly among 

impressionable youth. The normalization of violence and aggression as markers of masculinity 

can perpetuate harmful stereotypes and contribute to a cycle of violence within communities. It is 

essential for artists to be mindful of the messages they convey and for society to promote diverse 

representations of masculinity that emphasize empathy, cooperation, and emotional expression. 

Encouraging positive role models and supporting music that uplifts and inspires can help 

mitigate the negative effects of violent content and foster a more inclusive and constructive 

cultural narrative.   

The Jamaican newspaper The Daily Gleaner published an article titled "Dancehall as 

Crime Trigger: 82% Polled Believe Music Influences Lawlessness" (April 12, 2024). This article 

sheds light on the perceived influence of dancehall music on criminal behavior, drawing attention 

to the role of music in shaping societal attitudes and behaviors. While it is essential to recognize 

the influence of popular culture on attitudes and actions, it is equally important to consider the 

broader socio-economic and structural factors that contribute to crime and lawlessness.   
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Dancehall music, like any other cultural expression, reflects the realities and struggles of 

its creators and listeners. It often serves as a form of storytelling and social commentary, 

providing a voice to those marginalized by society. However, the potential for certain messages 

within the music to glorify violence or criminal behavior cannot be ignored. This necessitates a 

balanced approach where the music industry, policymakers, and community leaders collaborate 

to promote positive and socially responsible content. Encouraging artists to use their platforms to 

advocate for constructive messages and addressing the underlying issues of poverty, lack of 

education, and unemployment are crucial steps in mitigating the negative influences perceived in 

the poll. Ultimately, tackling the root causes of crime and promoting positive cultural narratives 

requires a multifaceted strategy that involves community engagement, economic development, 

and educational initiatives. By addressing these fundamental issues, Jamaica can work towards 

creating a safer and more cohesive society where music continues to play a vibrant and positive 

role in its cultural landscape.  

My perspective on the influence of dancehall music, particularly regarding artists like 

Movado, is multifaceted. While the artistry and cultural significance of dancehall cannot be 

overstated, it is crucial to acknowledge the potential impact of its content on societal norms and 

individual behaviors. Movado’s talent and contributions to the genre are undeniable, showcasing 

his distinctive vocal delivery and socially conscious lyrics. However, the glorification of violence 

in some of his songs raises important questions about the messages being conveyed to listeners, 

especially impressionable youth.   

Music, as a powerful form of cultural expression, has the ability to shape perceptions and 

behaviors. The normalization of aggression and dominance as markers of masculinity, as often 

depicted in violent lyrics, can reinforce harmful stereotypes and contribute to a cycle of violence 
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within communities. This is particularly concerning in a society already grappling with high 

levels of violence and crime. Therefore, it is imperative for artists to be mindful of their influence 

and for society to encourage diverse and positive representations of masculinity. Promoting 

music that uplifts and inspires, while addressing the root causes of crime such as poverty, lack of 

education, and unemployment, can help mitigate the negative effects of violent content.  

Furthermore, collaboration between the music industry, policymakers, and community 

leaders is essential in fostering a cultural environment that values empathy, cooperation, and 

emotional expression. By doing so, we can create a more inclusive and constructive cultural 

narrative that supports the well-being of all members of society. Ultimately, while dancehall 

music reflects the realities and struggles of its creators and listeners, it also holds the potential to 

be a force for positive change. By embracing this potential and addressing the underlying 

socioeconomic issues, we can work towards a safer and more cohesive society where music 

continues to play a vibrant and positive role.  

To come back to the Daily Gleaner, another article highlights the results of a poll 

conducted on June 3, 2022, which revealed that a significant majority of respondents, 82%, 

believe that dancehall music influences lawlessness in Jamaican society. The poll findings 

suggest a widespread perception among the public regarding the impact of music, particularly 

dancehall, on societal norms and behaviors. Moreover, the article discusses the concerns raised 

by various stakeholders, including policymakers, law enforcement officials, and cultural 

commentators, regarding the content of dancehall music and its potential role in exacerbating 

crime and violence. Some argue that the glorification of violence, misogyny, and criminality in 

certain dancehall lyrics contributes to a culture of lawlessness and social disorder. Furthermore, 

the article examines the response of the entertainment industry to these concerns, with calls for 
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greater accountability and responsibility among artists and producers. There are discussions 

about the need for more stringent regulations and censorship measures to mitigate the negative 

impact of explicit and violent music content on impressionable listeners, particularly young 

people.   

Dancehall music, with its explicit lyrics and often violent themes, has frequently been 

criticized for glorifying criminal behavior and promoting antisocial attitudes among listeners. 

Scholars such as Cooper (2004) have pointed out how dancehall culture, through its music, 

fashion, and language, reflects and reinforces certain aspects of Jamaican society, including its 

history of colonialism, economic disparities, and social unrest. The normalization of violence, 

misogyny, and materialism in dancehall lyrics can contribute to a desensitization towards crime 

and aggression, particularly among young people who are impressionable and easily influenced 

by media messages (Cooper, 2004, pg. 163). Moreover, dancehall's portrayal of a 

hypermasculine identity, characterized by dominance, aggression, and sexual conquest, can 

perpetuate harmful gender stereotypes and contribute to the objectification and marginalization 

of women (Cooper, 2019, pg. 233). This construction of masculinity not only affects 

interpersonal relationships but also influences societal attitudes towards power dynamics and 

conflict resolution.  

To address the cultural factors driving crime, interventions must go beyond traditional 

law enforcement strategies and focus on promoting alternative narratives and value systems. This 

can involve supporting artists who produce socially conscious music and creating platforms for 

dialogue and critique within the dancehall community. Additionally, investing in education and 

youth empowerment programs that promote critical thinking and media literacy can help 

individuals navigate and resist harmful messages in popular culture (Cooper, 2004, pg. 163). 
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From my perspective, tackling the cultural underpinnings of crime requires a multifaceted 

approach that embraces the power of art and education. By elevating voices that champion 

positive social messages and providing the youth with tools to critically engage with media, we 

can foster a more conscious and empowered generation. This approach not only addresses 

immediate issues but also cultivates long-term resilience against negative influences, ultimately 

contributing to a more just and harmonious society.  

Furthermore, addressing the economic and structural inequalities that underlie crime in 

Jamaica is essential for long-term solutions. This includes improving access to education, 

healthcare, and employment opportunities, as well as reforming institutions responsible for social 

welfare and justice. By addressing the root causes of crime holistically, including cultural norms 

perpetuated through popular media, Jamaica can work towards building a safer and more 

equitable society for all its citizens. In addition to these efforts, the need for greater collaboration 

between the entertainment industry, policymakers, and community stakeholders to address the 

negative impact of explicit and violent music content. This includes promoting alternative forms 

of artistic expression that uphold positive values and contribute to social cohesion and 

community development. Moreover, the need for greater collaboration between the entertainment 

industry, policymakers, and community stakeholders to address the negative impact of explicit 

and violent music content. This includes promoting alternative forms of artistic expression that 

uphold positive values and contribute to social cohesion and community development: "By 

challenging stereotypes, promoting gender equality, and addressing power imbalances, Jamaican 

society can work towards dismantling the legacies of colonialism and promoting more nuanced 

understandings of masculinity" (Beckford, 1972, pg. 72). Initiatives that empower marginalized 

communities and promote cultural diversity are crucial in fostering a society that embraces and 
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celebrates the richness of Jamaican identity, ultimately contributing to healthier and more 

equitable relationships and communities.  
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Limitations of the Study  

This study, "The Shaping of Jamaican Masculinities: A Historical Perspective," provides a 

comprehensive examination of the evolution of masculinities in Jamaica through various 

historical epochs. While the research offers valuable insights, several limitations must be 

acknowledged to provide a balanced perspective on the findings and their implications.  

Scope of Globalization  

One significant limitation of this study is the limited exploration of globalization and its 

profound impact on Jamaican masculinities. Globalization, with its complex processes of cultural 

exchange and integration, plays a crucial role in shaping contemporary gender norms and 

behaviors. Although this thesis recognizes the importance of globalization, it does not delve 

deeply into how global cultures and transnational influences have intersected with local Jamaican 

contexts to shape masculinities. The omission of a thorough analysis of globalization leaves a 

gap in understanding the full spectrum of factors that influence Jamaican masculinities in the 

modern era, which could be studied at a later moment.  

Cultural Externalities  

Another limitation related to globalization is the insufficient consideration of postcolonial 

cultures external to the core Jamaican experience. The study primarily focuses on indigenous and 

colonial influences, with less emphasis on the myriad ways in which external cultures, through 

media, migration, and international relationships, have influenced Jamaican gender norms. The 

influx of global media, diaspora communities, and international tourism are all facets of 

globalization that have significant impacts on how masculinities are perceived and enacted in 
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Jamaica. Future research should aim to integrate these global cultural dimensions to provide a 

more holistic understanding of contemporary Jamaican masculinities.  
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Conclusion  

Exploring the shaping of masculinity in Jamaica from a historical perspective reveals a 

complex interplay of cultural, social, and economic factors. Through centuries of colonization, 

slavery, and post-colonial development, Jamaican masculinity has evolved in response to 

changing power dynamics, societal norms, and global influence. The construction of masculinity 

in Jamaica is a dynamic process shaped by historical legacies, social structures, and global 

influences.  The roots of Jamaican masculinity can be traced back to the colonial period, marked 

by the brutal system of slavery and the imposition of European ideals of manhood. Enslaved 

African men faced the dehumanizing conditions of forced labor, yet they resisted oppression and 

asserted their agency in various ways. The experience of slavery shaped notions of masculinity 

characterized by resilience, solidarity, and resistance against colonial power.  

Following emancipation, Jamaica grappled with the legacies of slavery and colonialism 

while navigating the challenges of post-colonial development. Economic disparities, political 

upheavals, and social inequalities profoundly influenced the construction of masculinity in 

Jamaican society. The transition from colonial rule to independence brought both opportunities 

and challenges for Jamaican men as they sought to redefine their roles in a changing society. 

Jamaican masculinity has been shaped by prevailing social norms and power dynamics that 

privilege certain expressions of manhood while marginalizing others. Traditional gender roles, 

expectations of provider hood, and notions of respectability have intersected with race, class, and 

sexuality to construct complex hierarchies of masculinity. Moreover, patriarchal structures and 

institutionalized forms of discrimination have perpetuated inequalities and reinforced dominant 

narratives of manhood. The socio-economic context of Jamaica has played a significant role in 
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shaping masculine identities throughout its history. Economic inequalities, limited opportunities, 

and institutional barriers have influenced how Jamaican men perceive themselves and their roles 

within society. This thesis has aimed to explore the complex relationship between socioeconomic 

factors and the construction of masculinity in Jamaica, examining the pressures, challenges, and 

diverse expressions of masculinity that have emerged over time.  

Jamaica's socio-economic landscape has been shaped by centuries of colonization, 

slavery, and post-colonial development. The legacy of slavery left a profound impact on the 

socio-economic structure of the island, with the majority of wealth concentrated in the hands of a 

small elite while the majority of the population lived in poverty. This disparity in wealth and 

opportunity created enduring patterns of inequality that continue to shape the experiences of 

Jamaican men. Economic inequalities have placed significant pressures on Jamaican men to 

fulfill traditional roles as providers and breadwinners for their families. The expectation of 

economic responsibility has been deeply ingrained in cultural norms and societal expectations, 

placing a heavy burden on men to succeed financially despite limited opportunities for 

employment and advancement. The inability to meet these expectations can lead to feelings of 

inadequacy and emasculation, contributing to the construction of masculine identities centered 

around notions of success and achievement.  

The challenges of unemployment and underemployment have further exacerbated the 

pressures faced by Jamaican men. High rates of unemployment, particularly among young men, 

have limited access to stable employment opportunities, forcing many to turn to informal and 

often precarious forms of work. The inability to secure steady employment can erode feelings of 

self-worth and contribute to a sense of powerlessness, shaping masculine identities characterized 

by frustration and disillusionment. In the face of limited opportunities in the formal economy, 
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many Jamaican men have been drawn to illicit economies, including drug trafficking, gang 

involvement, and other forms of organized crime. The allure of quick money and the promise of 

status and respect within marginalized communities have made these illicit economies attractive 

alternatives to traditional forms of employment. However, participation in illicit economies often 

comes with significant risks, including violence, incarceration, and early death, highlighting the 

complex interplay between economic desperation and the construction of masculine identities.  

Globalization has brought new dimensions to the shaping of Jamaican masculinity, as 

transnational flows of culture, media, and capital intersect with local dynamics. The rise of 

dancehall music, the influence of American popular culture, and the spread of consumer 

capitalism have all contributed to the construction of contemporary forms of masculinity in 

Jamaica. Globalization has both expanded possibilities for self-expression and reinforced 

hegemonic ideals of masculinity rooted in consumerism, materialism, and hypermasculinity. The 

legacy of slavery and colonialism has left a profound impact on Jamaican masculinity, shaping 

notions of power, resistance, and identity. The experiences of enslaved Africans and their 

descendants, as well as the influence of European colonialism, have contributed to the 

construction of distinct forms of masculinity rooted in resilience, solidarity, and survival. 

Globalization and the influence of popular culture have had a profound impact on the 

construction of masculinity in Jamaica. From the rise of dancehall music to the pervasive 

influence of American media, external forces have shaped ideals of masculinity and influenced 

cultural practices, expressions, and aspirations among Jamaican men. This thesis has aimed to 

explore the intersection of globalization, popular culture, and the evolution of Jamaican 

masculinity, examining how external influences have both challenged and reinforced traditional 

notions of manhood.  
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One of the most significant cultural phenomena shaping Jamaican masculinity is the rise 

of dancehall music. Originating in the streets and dancehalls of Kingston, dancehall music has 

become a dominant force in Jamaican popular culture, influencing not only music but also 

fashion, language, and social behavior. The lyrics of dancehall music often celebrate 

hypermasculinity, promoting images of male dominance, sexual prowess, and material success. 

These portrayals of masculinity can reinforce traditional gender norms while also challenging 

them through subversive and provocative lyrics that push the boundaries of social acceptability. 

The pervasive influence of American media, particularly through television, film, and music, has 

also contributed to the shaping of Jamaican masculinity. American media often promotes 

idealized images of masculinity characterized by wealth, power, and physical strength, 

influencing how Jamaican men perceive themselves and their aspirations. The adoption of 

American cultural norms and values can create tensions between traditional Jamaican ideals of 

masculinity and the globalized imagery of success and masculinity propagated by American 

media. Globalization has facilitated the exchange of ideas, values, and cultural practices on a 

global scale, leading to the emergence of hybrid forms of masculinity that blend local traditions 

with global influences. Jamaican men are navigating complex and often contradictory 

expectations of masculinity shaped by both local and global forces. This cultural hybridity can be 

seen in the fusion of traditional Jamaican styles with global fashion trends, the incorporation of 

American slang and expressions into Jamaican vernacular, and the adoption of new technologies 

and social media platforms to express masculine identities.  

While globalization and popular culture offer new opportunities for self-expression and 

identity formation, they also present challenges to traditional notions of masculinity and 

community cohesion. The commodification of Jamaican culture for global consumption can lead 
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to the marginalization of authentic voices and the perpetuation of stereotypes. Additionally, the 

rapid pace of social change driven by globalization can create feelings of dislocation and 

alienation among Jamaican men, challenging their sense of belonging and identity.  

As we project into the future, it is essential to acknowledge the unresolved tensions that 

persist within Jamaican masculinity. Despite strides towards liberation and empowerment, 

Jamaican society continues to grapple with deep-rooted issues of poverty, violence, and 

inequality. The legacies of slavery and colonialism remain embedded within the fabric of 

Jamaican culture, perpetuating social disparities and hindering efforts for genuine socioeconomic 

development. Moreover, the intersectionality of identity adds layers of complexity to these 

tensions, as marginalized groups such as LGBTQ+ individuals, differently-abled persons, and 

men from rural communities struggle for recognition and inclusion. The ongoing impact of 

globalization further complicates the landscape, blurring boundaries and challenging traditional 

notions of Jamaican identity and culture.   

What remains unresolved or unsolvable within the context of Jamaican masculinity is the 

deeply entrenched nature of these historical and cultural legacies. Despite efforts to challenge 

and dismantle systems of oppression, the roots of inequality run deep, perpetuating cycles of 

poverty and marginalization. Moreover, the intersectionality of identity adds layers of complexity 

to these tensions, making it difficult to address issues of inequality and discrimination in 

isolation.  The triad of history, culture, and resistance offers a lens through which to understand 

and project Jamaican masculinity. By critically examining the past and engaging with cultural 

expressions of resistance, we can gain insights into the challenges and possibilities for the future. 

While some issues may remain unresolved or unsolvable, the spirit of resilience and 
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determination that defines Jamaican masculinity serves as a beacon of hope for generations to 

come.  

As Jamaica continues to navigate the complexities of its postcolonial reality, it is essential 

to recognize and address the impact of these dynamics on the construction of masculinity. By 

promoting more inclusive and equitable understandings of masculinity, Jamaican society can 

work towards fostering a culture of respect, dignity, and equality for all Jamaican men. Initiatives 

that challenge stereotypes, promote gender equality, and address socio-economic disparities are 

crucial in shaping a more just and equitable society. The shaping of Jamaica's masculinity is a 

complex and dynamic process influenced by historical, colonial, and postcolonial factors. 

Postcolonial dynamics, including struggles for independence and social change, have contributed 

to tensions within Jamaican society and shaped expressions of masculinity characterized by 

aggression and defiance. Moving forward, it is essential to acknowledge and confront these 

dynamics in order to promote more inclusive and equitable understandings of masculinity in 

Jamaica.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



94 
 

References  

Alleyne, Mervyn C. (1980). Jamaica Creole: Morphology and Syntax.  

Anderson, L. (2011). “Gangsterism and Violence in Jamaica.” Journal of Contemporary Criminal 

Justice, 27(2), 186-203.  

Arthurs, A. (2021). “COME DOWN SELECTA”-Capturing the Dancehall Phenomenon Through 

the Album Art of Wilfred Limonious (Doctoral dissertation, Concordia University).  

Bailey, B. (1966). Jamaican Creole Syntax. Cambridge University Press.  

Baptiste, D. (2016). “Resocializing Masculine Identities: Survival Strategies of Enslaved Men in 

the Caribbean.” Journal of Caribbean History, 50(2), 87-104.  

Barrett, L. (1997). The Rastafarians. Beacon Press.  

Barrow, C. (1996). Dancehall: From Slave Ship to Ghetto. University of Ottawa Press.  

Beckford, G. L. (1972). “Persistent Poverty: Underdevelopment in Plantation Economies of the 

Third World.” Oxford University Press Review, 41(4), 797-798.  

Beckles, H. (1995). The Sugar Barons: Family, Corruption, Empire, and War in the West Indies. 

Vintage Books.  

Beckles, H. (1999). The "Hub of Empire": The Caribbean and Britain in the Seventeenth 

Century.  

Beckles, H. (2009). The Jamaican Economy in the 20th Century: Economic Decline and 

Structural Adjustment. University of the West Indies Press.  

Beckles, H. (2010). Britain's Black Debt: Reparations for Caribbean Slavery and Native 

Genocide. University of the West Indies Press.  

Bennett, R. (2018). Race and Resistance: Literature and Politics in Asian America. Oxford 

University Press.  

Bent-Goodley, T., & Fowler, D. (2006). Male Victims of Domestic Violence. Routledge.  

Bilby, Kenneth M. (1993). “True Confessions? Hybrid Genres and the Problems of 'Authenticity' 

in Jamaican Music.” In Wayne Marshall (ed.), Reggae, Rastafari, and the Rhetoric of Social 

Control. University of the West Indies Press.  

Bourgois, P., & Schonberg, J. (2009). Righteous Dopefiend. University of California Press.  

Braithwaite, L. (2011). Religion, gender, and family in Caribbean women's writing. University of 

Virginia Press.  



95 
 

Browne, M. (2018). Queer Jamaica: From the margins to the mainstream. University of the West 

Indies Press.  

Burnard, T. (2022). “Tropical Hospitality, British Masculinity, and Drink in Late 

EighteenthCentury Jamaica.” The Historical Journal, 65(1), 202-223.  

Campbell, H. (2004). “Rastafari and Dancehall: A Contest for the Soul of Reggae.” In K. Bilby 

& H. Campbell (Eds.), Dancehall: From Slave Ship to Ghetto (pp. 163-182). University of 

Mississippi Press.  

Campbell, M. (2010). “Maroon communities in Jamaica.” In D. Richardson & W. C. McDaniel 

(Eds.), Navigating African Jamaican religion and culture (pp. 57-71). Brill.  

Campbell, M. G. (1988). The Maroons of Jamaica 1655-1796: A History of Resistance, 

Collaboration & Betrayal. Granby, Mass.: Bergin & Garvey.  

Caribbean Examinations Council. (2021). "CXC Examination Reports". Retrieved from:  

https://www.cxc.org/examinations/reports.  

Cassidy, F. G., & Le Page, R. B. (1967). Dictionary of Jamaican English. Cambridge University 

Press.  

Cassidy, Frederic G., and Robert B. Le Page. (1980). "Jamaican Creole: Creole languages and 

Caribbean society." 37-53.  

Chevannes, B. (2001). "Gender, Diversity, and Social Change in the Caribbean: A Historical 

Perspective." University of the West Indies Press.  

Connell, R. W. (1995). Masculinities. University of California Press.  

Cooper, C. (2004). "Noises in the Blood: Orality, Gender, and the 'Vulgar' Body of Jamaican 

Popular Culture." Duke University Press.  

Cooper, C. (2004). Sound Clash: Jamaican Dancehall Culture at Large. Palgrave Macmillan.  

Cooper, C. (2012). Global Reggae. University of the West Indies Press.  

Cooper, C. M. (2019). “Hypermasculinity and Violence in the Caribbean: The Experience of 

Jamaica.” Caribbean Quarterly, 65(2), 233-254.  

Craton, M. (1970). Testing the Chains: Resistance to Slavery in the British West Indies. Cornell 

University Press.  

Davis, A. (2021). Exploring Jamaican Masculinities: Historical Context and Social Dynamics. 

Kingston Press.  

Davis, A. (2022). "Jamaican" as Synecdoche for Black Male Identification. Alleyne, Mervyn C.  



96 
 

"Comparative Afro-American: An Historical-Comparative Study of English-based AfroAmerican 

Dialects of the New World." Jamaica Creole: Morphology and Syntax (1980): 35-55.  

DeCamp, D. (1971). "Toward a generative analysis of a post-creole speech continuum." In D. 

Hymes (Ed.), Pidginization and Creolization of Languages (pp. 349–370). Cambridge University 

Press.  

Dessalles, P. (1996). “Sugar and slavery, family and race: the letters and diary of Pierre des 

salles, planter in Martinique, 1808-1856.” JHU Press.  

Devonish, H. (2013). "Language, Power, and Resistance: The Case of Jamaica and Jamaican 

Creole." Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages, 28(1), 1-34.  

Duncan, K. (2017). Land Law Reform in Jamaica: Selected Perspectives. University of the West 

Indies Press.  

Fanon, F. (1963). The Wretched of the Earth. Grove Press.  

Fanon, F. (2016). Black Skin, White Masks. Routledge.  

Faulhaber, J. (2022). Insecure Masculinity: On the Impact of Societal Ideals of Masculinity on 

Men's Mental Health in Jamaica. Springer Nature.  

Figueroa, M. (2007). Black Masculinity and Sexual Politics. University of the West Indies Press.  

Franklin, A. J., & Boyd-Franklin, N. (2000). “Invisibility syndrome and racial identity 

development in psychotherapy and counseling African American men.” The Counseling 

Psychologist, 28(3), 358-377.  

Gayle, D. (2019). H”omicide Rate in Jamaica: A Review of the Literature. “Caribbean Journal of 

Criminology and Social Psychology, 24(1), 15-28.  

Gayle, H. (2006). Beyond the Dance: A Ballroom Memoir. University of the West Indies Press.  

Gibson, A., & Rowe, R. (2016). “Sexual and Gender Minorities in Caribbean Culture: Crossing 

Boundaries, Building Futures.” University of the West Indies Press.  

Girvan, N. (1973). “The politics of labor in the British Caribbean: The social origins of 

authoritarianism and democracy in the labour movement.” Monthly Review Press.  

Gordon, L. (1998). “Gender and Higher Education in the Progressive Era: A Transnational and 

Comparative Perspective.” History of Education Quarterly, 38(2), 137-161.  

Greene, E. (2020). “Masculinity and Fathering in Jamaica. Social and Economic Studies.” 

69(3/4), 313-315.  

Hall, C. (1987). White, male, and middle class: Explorations in feminism and history. Routledge.  



97 
 

Hall, D. (1992). In Miserable Slavery: Thomas Thistlewood in Jamaica, 1750-86. Boydell Press.  

Hall, R. (2018). “Colonialism and Masculinity: The Case of Jamaica.” Journal of Caribbean 

Studies, 42(2), 45-67.  

Hall, S. (1985). “Signification, Representation, Ideology: Althusser and the Post-Structuralist 

Debates.” Critical Studies in Mass Communication, 2(2).  

Hutchinson, P. (2018). Masculinities and Violence in Jamaica: A Social Problem Analysis. 

Routledge.  

Johnson, L. (2015). Beyond the Plantation: Enslaved Women and Gendered Resistance in 

Barbados. University of Illinois Press.  

Johnson, R. (2016). “Gender Representations in Jamaican Popular Culture: A Critical Analysis.” 

Caribbean Cultural Studies Journal, 21(3), 78-94.  

Jones, E. (2019). “The Power of Archives: Exploring Historical Documents in Research.” 

Archives Journal, 25(2), 65-78.  

Kartel, V. (2008). "Ramping Shop" [Recorded by Vybz Kartel and Spice]. On "Pon di Gaza 2.0" 

[CD]. Gaza Empire.  

Knight, F. W. (1990). The Caribbean: The Genesis of a Fragmented Nationalism. Oxford 

University Press.  

Kurlansky, M. (1992). A Continent of Islands: Searching for the Caribbean Destiny. 

AddisonWesley Publishing Company.  

Lewis, L. (2006). “Beyond the 'Coolie' Compound: Masculinity, Race, and Nation in Guyana's 

Urban Working Class.” Journal of Caribbean Studies, 29(1/2), 57-78.  

Lewis, L. (2008). “Deconstruction of the Jamaican Don: Masculinity and Dancehall Culture.” 

Journal of Caribbean Studies, 32(2), 45-63.  

Reddock, R. (1997). Women, Labour and Politics in Trinidad and Tobago: A History. London: 

Zed Books.  

Russell, K. (2011, April). [Unpublished manuscript]. Boys' academic underachievement in 

Jamaica.  

Smith, J. (2016). “Plantation Economics and Male Labor in Jamaica.” Caribbean Economic 

Review, 18(3), 89-102.  

Smith, J. (2017). “Masculinity and Education: The Role of Schools in Shaping Gender 

Identities.” Education Journal, 30(4), 89-105.  



98 
 

Smith, J. (2018). “Gender and Power in Colonial Jamaica: A Qualitative Analysis.” Caribbean 

Studies, 46(1), 45-63.  

Sutton, T. (2019). "Education and Crime." In M. Tonry (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Crime 

and Criminal Justice (pp. 318-337). Oxford University Press.  

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). (2019). Global Study on Homicide 2019. 

United Nations Publication.  

Williams, A. (2020). “Media Representations of Masculinity: A Critical Analysis.” Media Studies 

Quarterly, 35(1), 112-128.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



99 
 

CurriCulum Vitae 

JoVanne J. o’Connor 

1921 Holland aVenue, Bronx, nY 10461 

PHone: 413-768-3246 

email: JoConnor18@sYr.edu 
Summary____________________________________________________________________ 

A dedicated educator with a passion for surpassing extraordinary expectations in the quest to  

utilize multiple skills, competencies, and experiences. Committed to delivering exceptional  

internal and external customer service through teaching and various other media. Experienced in  

fostering student development, maintaining supportive learning environments, and building  

positive relationships within the school community. 

 

Education_____________________________________________________________________ 

Master of Arts in African American Studies 

Syracuse University | August 2021 - August 2022 

Bachelor of Education in Early Childhood Development & Family Studies 

The University of the West Indies | September 2018 - July 2021 

2nd Upper Class Honors 

Teaching Diploma in Early Childhood Education 

St. Joseph’s Teacher’s College/UWI Joint Board (Kingston, Jamaica) | September 2010 – May  

2013 

 

Professional Experience_________________________________________________________ 

Lead Teacher/Teaching & Learning Coordinator 

Tiffany’s Pre-School, Cayman Islands | 2021 – June 2022 

Provided support and guidance to students in developing knowledge, skills, and understanding  

across the curriculum. 

Presented learning tasks and curriculum content in a clear and stimulating manner. 

Developed secure subject knowledge and an understanding of how students learn through  

observation. 

Assessed students’ attainment and progress, using data to address next steps in learning  

initiatives. 

Created and maintained a stimulating and supportive learning environment. 

Built and maintained positive relationships with all members of the school community. 

Conducted staff meetings and Parent-Teacher Association meetings. 

 

Teacher’s Assistant 

Ministry of Education (CIG), Cayman Islands | August 2017 – 2019 

Supported students in developing knowledge, skills, and understanding across the curriculum. 

Assisted in presenting learning tasks and curriculum content in a clear and stimulating manner. 

Performed administrative duties, including tracking attendance and calculating grades. 

Reinforced lessons presented by teachers by reviewing materials with students in one-on-one or  



100 
 

small groups. 

Enforced school and class rules to ensure acceptable student behavior. 

Lead Teacher 

Tiny Tots Pre-School, Cayman Islands | May 2015 – June 2017 

Planned, prepared, and delivered lessons to students in the classroom. 

Taught children according to their educational needs and abilities. 

Assigned, corrected, and marked students’ work. 

Provided and contributed to oral and written assessments and reports. 

Built and maintained positive relationships with all members of the school community. 

 

Lead Teacher 

Sunny Smiles Pre-School | November 2013 – 2015 

Planned, prepared, and delivered lessons tailored to individual students' educational needs and  

abilities. 

Assessed students’ attainment and progress. 

Contributed to oral and written assessments and reports. 

 

Awards 

Most Outstanding in Emergent Teaching – St. Joseph’s Teacher’s College 

Most Outstanding in Working with Parents – St. Joseph’s Teacher’s College 

Training & Certifications 

Darkness to Light 

CPR Certification 

Dignity For All Students Act 

Child Abuse Identification 

School Violence Intervention and Prevention 

References 

Available upon request 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	The Shaping of Masculinity in Jamaica: A Historical Perspective
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1727701923.pdf.MTr5k

