


~ couple maintained their courtship through letters, and, according to
friends, became engaged through the mail. Their betrothal was
y announced in the Syracuse Herald American in December 1942.
~ In May 1943, while serving in California, John was granted an
‘unexpected leave. The wedding was quickly planned—not an easy
 feat with the country at war. Jean Thompson remembers her grand-

mother’s stories about the wedding, and the challenges posed by

planning a reception while rationing was in effect.

Four days after graduating from SU, Jean Taylor nmarried her col-fi ;

lege sweetheart at St. John the Evangelist Church in Syracuse. Jane
Kendrick '40, G'43, of Skaneateles, New York, a friend of the couple,

attended the weddmg “'I‘hey were so much in love, and you were just
- 50 happy for them,” Kendrick says. “Jean couldn’t have been happier”
The couple spent a brief honeymoon in New York City, after whlch, '

- John returned to his post at Camp Young in California. Jean remained
with her parents until she could join her new husband. During that

time, Jean worked as a secretary in th

ersity registrar’s office

Even though they were separated by thousands of miles and a i
- world war, the bond between Jean and John remained strong. Jean
continued her studies in SU’s College of Business Administration. The

‘War II,” Dick Thompson says. “We therefore thought it ﬁttmg to sup-

m. Jean Thompson grew up in Syracuse‘
in 1c 66 from the College of Arts and

she mamed Rlchard “D1

. graduate of the Maxwe

,anothér daughter, Beth
on-area orgamzatlons She

",has served as chair of the Women's Committee of the Smithsonian
Institution and is currently a m ber of the executive committees of

the US. Cap1tol Historical Society and the Congressmnal Club. Dick is
vice president of government affairs for Bristol-Myers Squibb
Company. He has served on the advisory boards of SU’s School of
Management and the Maxwell School. He is currently a member of
the board of the Meridian International Center and Ford’s Theater.
The Thompsons lead busy lives filled with family, friends, and
actmt;es Some of their favorite times are spent with their young
grandchildren, Stephen and Kaitlin. Even with the joy that now fills
their lives, they do not forget the losses they've experienced.
Jean's mother died last March. The Thompsons had considered a

. ‘maJor gift, and after learning about the Remembrance Scholarship

Fund, they decided it was the perfect way to memorialize Jean's par-

ents. “The loss of 35 students in the prime of their young lives touched

the hearts of rmlhons of people. 5o, too, did the loss of so many excep-

port the Remembxance Scholarship with a gift in memory

surface syr.e

The Remembrance Scholarship Fund was
established in 1989 to honor the memory
of the 35 SU students lost in the terrorist
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over
Lockerbie, Scotland, on December 21,1988.
The students were returning home to the
United States after a semester abroad.
The scholarship provides $5,000
awards to 35 students of special merit for
their senior year of study. It is considered
the University’s most prestigious student

ward. Remembrance Scholars are chosen
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based on academic excellence; service to
the University through clubs, campus
organizations, or other activities; an essay;
and a personal interview with the selec-
tion committee.

The Fred L.Emerson Foundation award-
ed the University a $500,000 challenge
grant to encourage donations to the
Remembrance Scholarship Fund. The
University met the Emerson Foundation’s
challenge by raising more than $3.1 million
for the endowment through 5,121 gifts. The

endowment fund now exceeds $3.6 mil-
lion, with an ultimate goal of $5 million.

For information about making a gift
to the Remembrance Scholarship Fund,
contact Jon Denison, executive director
of development, at 315-443-5466, or
jddeniso@syr.edu.
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