OF RESIDENCE LIFE’S GOLD EXPERIENCE

continues to evolve. The Office of Residence Life currently offers the
program as a six-week one-credit public affairs and citizenship
course through the College of Arts and Sciences. “A core class like
this for all students would enhance their SU experience and devel-
op the next generation of leaders in all walks of life,” Metzger says.

In addition to exploring Covey’s ideas, participants are required

to perform community service
at local organizations and keep a
journal based on their experi-
ences, drawing parallels be-
tween their leadership conduct
and Covey'’s text.

A highlight of the GOLD Ex-
perience is an overnight retreat
at Camp Casowasco in Moravia,
New York, where students ex-
amine what they've learned
about leadership, communica-
tion, time management, and crit-
ical thinking. The “swamped-in-
a-canoe” simulation—a typical
retreat exercise—requires stu-
dents to engage Covey’s principle
of “seek first to understand, then
be understood.” This exercise in
group dynamics challenges the
students to evaluate their own
thinking, set personal interests
aside, work together as a team,
make decisions under pressure,

e Life’s GOLD Experience gatherat ~ and see how negotiation can
e program. move a process forward.
Metzger says students usually
come away from the experience with a better sense of self-worth
and the value of achieving a collective good, instead of self-cen-
tered gain.

Since completing the course, Megan Auman ’'03 is making her
own inroads as a leader. A metalsmithing major in the College of
Visual and Performing Arts, she also is director of programming on
the Executive Board of the Residence Hall Association. She often
addresses conflicts that arise among students in residence halls,
such as noise levels, privacy concerns, and personal misunder-
standings. The GOLD Experience, she says, helps her deal with
these issues in a fair and thoughtful way. “The GOLD Experience
changed my attitude and enhanced my leadership skills,” she says.
“There are no winners or losers in a conflict situation—I now seek
a win-win outcome.” —JOANNE ARANY
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‘THINKING COURSE’ CHALLENGES
STUDENTS TO EXPAND THEIR KNOWLEDGE

buzz of anticipation fills the air as a group of 18 students

gather in the Hall of Languages for their weekly seminar,

Mind Matters, a new elective offered through the College
of Arts and Sciences. Among the assignments due to Professor
Samuel Gorovitz this day is an essay in which no words containing
the letter “e” can appear. The assignment grew out of a book the
students read for class, Ex Libris by Anne Fadiman, in which she
mentions Georges Perec’s 1969 novel, A Void, written and translat-
ed into English without using the letter “e.”

“I failed you, Professor Gorovitz,” one student wails as she fum-
bles in her bag for the essay she wrote. “My essay is not com-
pletely pure.”

Failing to meet the high expectations set for them is the very
thing all students try to avoid in this class, which they fondly refer

to as the “thinking course.” “It's not a question of grades,” says

Katherine Moeller, a sophomore inclusive elementary education
major. “That pressure was taken off the first day of class. It's a mat-
ter of living up to the standards Professor Gorovitz sets for us. The
course is challenging, and I go home from class exhausted.”

The students are enrolled in the one-credit seminar—the first of
its kind offered at SU—at the invitation of Gorovitz, professor of
philosophy in the College of Arts and Sciences and professor of

public administration in the Maxwell School of Citizenship and
Public Affairs. Gorovitz is also a faculty scholar in the Center for
Bioethics and Humanities at SUNY Upstate Medical University.
“The course was designed to teach a diverse group of the
University’s most promising students what it means to be a person
with an insatiable, all-encompassing intellect,” says Gorovitz, who
organized the seminar with Judy O'Rourke '75, administrative
assistant in the Office of Undergraduate Studies.

The course’s purpose is to identify early and then mentor a small
group of students who have the potential to compete successfully
for prestigious national fellowships, scholarships, and awards.
Class readings are designed to stretch students’ minds and enlarge
their scope of interest, Gorovitz says. The seminar is structured to
provide students with “unrelenting, constructive criticism.”

Last May, Gorovitz wrote to 400 freshmen and sophomores with
a 3.8 grade point average or better, inviting them to apply for the
seminar. Two hundred students requested application materials
and further instructions. To apply, students were required to write
a1,000-word essay that covered six areas—their aspirations, fears,
humor, service to others, books that have informed their lives, and
anything else they wanted to mention.

“I was honored just to get the first letter,” says Lauren Wong, a
sophomore architecture major. “I dropped a three-credit psycholo-
gy course to take this class. It is the kind of course I may never
again have an opportunity to take. Professor Gorovitz encouraged
us to question everything we take for granted as being true in fact,
to verify what is fact, and to never be satisfied. There is always
more to learn and new doors to open that lead to a whole new set
of questions.” —JUDY HOLMES
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CENTER PROVIDES INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

AND EDUCATION IN DIGITAL SYSTEMS SECURITY

n the movie Sneakers, Robert Redford led a team of computer
specialists who were hired to test security measures protecting
digital information. In an example of real life following art,
Syracuse University has its own “sneakers” using their collective
intelligence for good through the University’s new Center for
Systems Assurance (CSA). The center was created to provide an
interdisciplinary research, development, and education program in
systems security and assurance. CSA faculty are also developing a
degree program in systems assurance that would be certified by
the National Security Agency (NSA). “This is an exciting opportu-
nity for SU,” says center director Steve Chapin, professor of electri-
cal engineering and computer science. “There are only a handful of
programs in the country like the CSA. We have a chance to really
shine in this field and become a nationally recognized center.”
Under the auspices of the CSA, students and faculty will conduct
research on computer programs designed to keep digital informa-
tion safe from hackers and to quickly thwart attackers who man-
age to penetrate a system. As the Internet continues to expand,
demand for better online security systems and for experts in the
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field will skyrocket. “People are increasingly transmitting informa-
tion online that they want to keep private,” Chapin says. “There will be
an increasing demand for professionals who know how to protect
that information and know what to do if it is compromised.”

Chapin says SU'’s faculty and students, along with the rich sys-
tems security research environment already in place in Central
New York, will contribute to the CSA’s success. “We will work close-
ly with the Air Force Research Lab in Rome [New York], which is
one of the premier international facilities for information secur-
ity,” he says.

In addition to Chapin, ECS faculty members Shiu-Kai Chin,
Kamal Jabbour, Susan Older, and Steven Taylor are the CSA’s found-
ers. The center plans to apply for interdisciplinary status, which
will draw additional faculty from other SU schools and colleges.
The center has received $1.1 million in sponsored research grants
and hopes to have $1 million in annual funding by 200s.

According to Chapin, the CSA’s research programs will offer a
productive environment for faculty and student interaction.
Research areas will include the design of secure computer hard-
ware, software, and protocols, and network management and in-
trusion detection systems.

The center’s graduate education programs will prepare students
to design, develop, and deploy complex security systems. “One of the
CSA'’s real strengths is that students will learn both the theoretical
concepts underlying security assurance and how to apply those con-
cepts to construct assured systems,” Chapin says. “We have strong
faculty in both theory and application, which will enable students
to get a balanced view of the field.” —JONATHAN HAY
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UKRAINIAN GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS

HONOR LONGTIME LINGUISTICS PROFESSOR

n fall 2001 the first two Ukrainian Graduate
Fellowships will be awarded in the names of the
late Jacob P. Hursky and his wife, Valentina.
These Hursky Fellows, who will be of Ukrainian
backgrounds and include Ukraine in their studies,
will help memorialize Hursky, a longtime SU pro-
fessor, as a renowned researcher of Slavic lan-
guages. “Jacob wished to establish this fellowship
to give students from his native Ukraine the oppor-
tunity to enrich their education while promoting
western and American values and expertise,” says
Valentina Hursky.
Jacob Hursky’s motivation for creating the fel-
lowships began in 1952, when he was completing a
doctoral degree at the University of Pennsylvania.
A fellowship there enabled the Zoldaky, Ukraine, Jacob P.Hursky
native to finish his coursework and write his dis-
sertation. His appreciation for this support planted a seed, nur-
tured in 1991 when he returned to Ukraine. Teaching eager stu-
dents in his home country, Hursky decided he would provide sup-
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port for them to study in the United States, much the same way the
George Leib Harrison Fellowship had helped him.

Hursky joined the Department of Slavic Languages and
Literatures in the College of Arts and Sciences in 1956, rising
through the ranks to chair the department from 1976 to 1989. He
was named professor emeritus in 1990. Hursky researched and
published numerous works that continue to serve the field today,
including his seminal dissertation, The Patronymic Surnames in
Ukrainian. He published articles in the journal Names and in The

Ukrainian Quarterly. In 1993, already in retire-
ment, Hursky served as editor of linguistic
entries for the Encyclopedia of Ukraine. In addi-
tion to serving as editor, he wrote four entries:
three biographical portraits of famous Ukrain-
ians, and a section on his favorite topic, linguis-
tics. Hursky was working on a Macedonian-
Ukrainian dictionary when he died in 1995.
Hurksy’s love of the study of languages and lin-
guistics was reflected in his teaching as well. His
courses, always in great demand, included
Ukrainian, Russian, Bulgarian, Macedonian, Old
Church Slavic, comparative Slavic linguistics,
18th-century Russian literature, and Slavic civi-
lization and people.
Valentina Hursky says she and her daughters,
Alexandra Hursky G’'84 and Tatiana Hursky G'94,
hope the legacy of Jacob Hursky “will remain forever a bright light
by which interested students and scholars can make their way
through academia.” —PATRICIA A. BURAK




LAW PROFESSORS SHARE THEIR EXPERTISE
WITH COLLEAGUES THROUGH LECTURE SERIES

n some ways, law school professors lead isolated professional

lives. Interaction with students aside, most professors exist

within their own spheres of expertise in their particular school,
says Leslie Bender, associate dean for faculty development at the
College of Law. “Faculty members sometimes aren't aware of what
their colleagues are doing because they're not in the same special-
ty. And they don’t know what other faculty are writing about
because they're reading things in their own specialties.”

A reinvigorated faculty lecture series aims to address this by
showcasing the vast expertise among law faculty members. “A
friend of mine likes to say, ‘Nobody is a prophet in his own coun-
try,” Bender says. “This is a way for us to let our colleagues be
prophets in their own country.”

Recent lectures have covered a wide range of topics. Professor
Keith Sealing presented the question of whether the First Amend-
ment free exercise clause should prohibit states from banning reli-
giously motivated polygamy. Professor Tom Maroney shared his
experiences at the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and discussed remedies
for federal prosecutor misconduct, using the Wen Ho Lee case of
alleged espionage at the Los Alamos nuclear research laboratory as
an example. And Professor Steve Marchese discussed his article
“Putting Square Pegs into Round Holes: Mediation and the Rights
of Children With Disabilities Under the IDEA (Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act).”

In addition to faculty lectures, the College of Law holds a distin-
guished lecture series. Jurist-in-Residence Sonia Sotomayor, Se-
cond Circuit Court of Appeals judge, initiated the college’s Law-
yering for Social Justice series in November. The college has also
scheduled an Equal Justice Colloquium this spring. “There is a
strong interest in lawyers’ responsibility for addressing problems
of access to justice for poor and under-served communities,”
Bender says. “We're pulling lawyering for social justice together as
our theme for the year, and highlighting it through lectures, read-
ing groups, and other activities on campus.”

Bender says the college has offered other lecture series over the
years. “Having a lecture series is a fairly regular part of the intel-
lectual environment for the law school faculty,” she says. “How-
ever, we're trying to reinvigorate it this year, and we’ve had some
wonderful success.”

Bender believes such faculty opportunities offer myriad bene-
fits to those involved. “We want to spend a lot of time encourag-
ing faculty in their intellectual growth,” she says. “The faculty lec-
ture series gives us a chance to share work with one another, and
learn about each other’s expertise and what we're all doing. We
have some incredibly talented and provocative faculty members.”

Professor David Driesen says he enjoys hearing about his col-
leagues’ work outside his own area of expertise, as well as the
opportunity to share his ongoing work. “It forces me to articulate
important themes in the work at an early stage,” he says. “And the
questions faculty members ask sometimes help me see problems I
should address.” —GARY PALLASSINO
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STUDENTS EXPLORE CONTRASTING VIEWS

OF DEMOCRACY IN CRITICAL ISSUES COURSE

bout the time presidential candidates Al Gore and George W.

Bush were on national television debating how much con-

trol the federal government should have over the education-
al system, Richard Braungart and his colleagues were having similar
debates in front of first-year College of Arts and Sciences students
taking Critical Issues for the United States (MAX 123). The lively dis-
cussions were entertaining, but also kept students focused on the
liberal and conservative viewpoints being presented. “That’s proba-
bly one of the greatest rewards of this class,” Braungart says, “not
only being able to teach students something of substance, but also
having them enjoy learning.”

The team-taught course, which focuses on the tensions and possi-
bilities inherent in American citizenship, isn't always intended to be
fun, Braungart says. He and his colleagues often present more tradi-
tional lectures. The class breaks up into small groups for most of the
week, discussing the numerous assigned readings. The course is also
writing-intensive, requiring students to produce seven essays. “We
want them to develop a disciplined, rational way of writing,”
Braungart says. “We have four two-page essays called response
papers that address specific claims or ideas we encounter in the
readings. We encourage each student to write lean, no-nonsense
arguments, to develop a theme and follow only that idea in two
pages, without bringing in superfluous material” Later, the students

, are assigned three five-page essays that include supportive material.
“Once they get the gist of it, they can respond quickly to substantive
questions asked in essays,” Braungart says. “They’ll be better qualified
to write term papers throughout the rest of their college careers.”

The course—along with a second course, Global Community—
was created in 1993 by Maxwell Senior Associate Dean Robert
McClure. Designed to be taken in sequence, the courses reflect
Maxwell’s interdisciplinary approach to learning by bringing
together teams of professors from throughout the school.
Braungart, in his first year as team leader, credits McClure and orig-
inal team leader Mark Rupert with creating a multilayered course.
Through its four main themes—citizenship, the economy, the envi-
ronment, and education—runs a liberal-conservative dilemma that
students must resolve on their own. “The Maxwell School prepares
students to be sensitive to their citizenship responsibility and to the
issues being debated throughout the country, so when they leave
here they can take an active role in these debates, not just react to
what we've all been told,” Braungart says.

SarahKate Kirk ‘o4 says MAX 123 isn't at all what she expected. “I
thought I would sit in a lecture hall with 200 other students three
times a week,” she says. “Instead, I sit with 200 students once a
week, listen to an interesting and engaging lecture, then partici-
pate in small group sessions twice a week.” The group sessions are
her favorite part of the course. Each of the 15 students in her group
has a unique background and perspective on discussions. “This
class allows for discussion and debate that is relevant to our soci-
ety,” Kirk says. “It’s the kind of class I was hoping to find at Syracuse
University. I'm only sorry I can't take it again.” —GARY PALLASSINO
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CLINICAL NURSING STUDENTS IMPROVE
HEALTH CARE AT LOCAL HOMELESS SHELTER

hen College of Nursing professor Mary Wilde came to

Syracuse in August 1999, she jumped at the chance to

create a program that would allow Syracuse University
nursing students to work at the Rescue Mission, a local organiza-
tion that provides shelter and services for homeless people. “The
homeless are an extremely vulnerable population,” Wilde says. “It
is important for community health nurses to be available to people
who are homeless.”

Last year, Wilde worked extensively to integrate the Rescue Mis-
sion program into Community Health, a mandatory course for senior
nursing majors. Of the 45 students who participated in the class, 8
worked at the Rescue Mission. This past fall, 4 students continued to
develop this practical site with Wilde. “It's wonderful that these stu-
dents want to give nursing care to homeless men,” Wilde says.

Students in the course are required to perform 45 hours of clin-
ical nursing at a placement site of their choice. They participate in
clinical nursing education with local schools and such organiza-
tions as the Visiting Nurse Association, which provides home
health care for clients, and the Rescue Mission. As part of the
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course, Wilde also has the students discuss their field experiences
and give seminars in class on such topics as disease prevention and
caring for specific illnesses.

The Rescue Mission, located in Syracuse, provides a variety of
services, including substance abuse intervention, psychiatric coun-
seling, food, and shelter. “The Rescue Mission didn't really have any-
one who spoke the language of nursing, or have a good idea of what
was needed,” Wilde says. “The patients didn’t have access to a reg-
ular health care provider, and the students have filled that void.”

Previously, the Rescue Mission had only a nurse working with
the alcohol treatment program and a psychiatric nurse on staff.
Now, Wilde’s students provide clinical help for common health
concerns that would be addressed in regular medical check-ups,
such as blood pressure and eyesight. “The Rescue Mission is impor-
tant because it aims to turn these people’s lives around through its
Christian-centered program,” says Sean Murphy ’o01, a nursing
major who worked at the shelter during the fall semester. “The
experience confirmed why I want to be a nurse.”

John Eberle, director of basic needs at the Rescue Mission, says the
students have become a great asset. “They have provided wonderful
health care education to the men here who have diabetes,” he says.

To assist the students in their work, the shelter set up an enclosed
room that allows the students to evaluate patients and talk private-
ly with them about their health concerns. “Being at the Rescue Mis-
sion allows you to realize what'’s important in your own life, while
serving a population that a lot of people seem to have forgotten,”
Murphy says. “It's a compassionate organization, and they say mira-
cles do happen there.” —ERIN CORCORAN
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ALUMNA’S INITIATIVES RAISE AWARENESS
ABOUT CARE FOR PEOPLE WITH MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS

ne of the greatest health care challenges facing our country
Otoday is how to care for the more than 350,000 Americans

living with multiple sclerosis (MS). A chronic disease of the
central nervous system, MS has a variety of symptoms, including
blurred vision and physical coordination problems. The disease typi-
cally appears in people between the ages of 15 and 50, affecting wo-
men more than men—the cause and cure are not known. “Ap-
proximately 200 new cases of MS are diagnosed weekly,” says
William Pollard, dean of the College of Human Services and Health
Professions. “MS patients need appropriate health care, support, and
accurate information for coping with this complex chronic condition.”
Although MS patients are generally under the care of a neurolo-
gist, many rely on social workers to coordinate their primary care.
School of Social Work graduate Jennifer Corn Carter 73, G'75, who has
MS, is devoted to helping others learn how to care for persons with
the disease. In 1999, she sponsored a one-day symposium at SU to
help social work students and practitioners develop an awareness
and understanding of the day-to-day medical, social, economic, and
emotional challenges of living with MS. The symposium featured
nationally prominent speakers and workshops on such topics as the

science of chronic neurological diseases; current MS research; new
strategies for living with MS; legal issues and advocacy; alternative
therapeutic options; navigating the health insurance and health care
systems; using tai chi as a way to improve balance and flexibility;
and emerging careers for social workers in health care. “Social work-
ers need to learn how to manage problems associated with MS in
order to address the issues of quality care and patients’ rights advo-
cacy,” Carter says. “They must gain expert knowledge of health care
systems and health-related social problems as they pertain to those
of us living with MS.”

Carter also established the Jennifer Corn Carter Endowed
Graduate Scholarship to give social work students interested in
working with MS patients an opportunity to work in supervised
field placements specializing in the needs of people with MS or other
neurological disorders. Kaylyn Makins, the first scholarship recipient,
works at the local MS society chapter, which serves more than 1,700
people with MS in a 13-county area. “It's important for social workers
to understand the unique challenges of living with MS because this
devastating disease usually strikes people around the age when
they’re beginning families and careers,” she says. “I've learned how
to be more sensitive to their day-to-day needs, particularly the issue
of accessibility.”

Pollard says that as a result of Carter’s generosity and special
insight, social workers trained as clinical MS specialists will be effec-
tive advocates for quality care in hospitals, extended care and nurs-
ing facilities, and at home. “Our graduates will be in the forefront of
finding new ways to improve the quality of life for people living
with MS while neuroscientists search for a cause and cure,” he says.

—CHRISTINE YACKEL
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