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Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka addressed a packed house of SU drama students in March at Archbold Theatre,
where his epic play Death and the King’s Horseman was presented by Syracuse Stage. Eleven drama students
were among the cast members. The following night, Soyinka delivered the annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial Public Affairs Lecture, sponsored by the Department of African American Studies. He spoke in
Goldstein Auditorium on “Revisionism and the Heirs of Martin Luther King Jr.”
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hese days William Coplin, director of the

Public Affairs Program in the College of
Arts and Sciences and the Maxwell School
of Citizenship and Public Affairs, finds
himself in the un-
usual situation of
receiving direction
and advice from
an SU graduate for
whom he once
served as acade-
mic advisor.

The alumna
in question is
Ilene Kalish 92,

G'96, an asso-

ciate editor at

Routledge, a

publisher of

nonfiction,

academic, and general readership titles.

During a visit to campus last year, Kalish
stopped in to see Coplin and pitched a pos-
sible book idea to him. That idea became
How You Can Help: A Guide for Genuine Do-
Gooders, scheduled to reach bookstores this
summer.

Coplin found the advisor/advisee role-
reversal quite remarkable. “She is setting
deadlines and is bugging me to get pages
in on time and, even worse, telling me I
have to put in more real-world stuff in-
stead of my generalized babble,” Coplin
says. “As you can imagine, I am having a
difficult time with this, and Ilene is having
a lot of fun.”

Kalish laughingly confirms that assess-
ment. “There is some degree of haggling,
but if I say this chapter should be on this, in
the end that’s what happens,” she says.
“Don’t get the wrong idea, though; we real-
ly enjoy working together. It makes for a
better working relationship when the edi-
tor and writer already know one another.”

Coplin agrees. “I am learning to be a
team player who is not in charge,” he says.
“Some think that’s good for me.”
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he New York State Education Depart-

ment (NYSED) has approved Syracuse
University’s request for registration of a
family nurse practitioner (FNP) master of
science degree program and post-master’s
advanced certificate program to be offered
in both traditional and limited residency
independent study degree formats.

Each of the programs will lead to eligi-
bility for certification as a family nurse
practitioner. The master of science degree
program is 45 credits. The advanced certifi-
cate program is 14 credits.

Current plans are for the programs to be
offered for the first time next fall, says Ce-
cilia Mulvey, interim dean of the College of
Nursing, with recruiting of students for
the programs to begin immediately.

NYSED has registered the program until
September 1, 2000. Registration beyond that
date is contingent upon the results of a peri-
odic state education department site visit
tentatively scheduled for spring 2000.
NYSED also expects that the recent improve-
ment in pass rates of SU baccalaureate pro-
gram graduates on the National Council
Licensure Examination for Registered
Nurses will, at a minimum, be maintained.

In addition to working with NYSED to
secure registration of the FNP offerings, SU
has sought appropriate resolutions for cer-
tain SU nursing graduate students who
were allowed to participate in the FNP spe-
cialties prior to state approval. (See “Nur-
sing Update,” Quad Angles, Winter 1998/99.)

To date, financial settlement has been
achieved with 30 individuals. Negotiations
continue with other students who have health
requested compensation for costs related
to their FNP coursework.

A number of the affected students are
continuing their studies at SU, focusing on
the pediatric or adult nurse practitioner
specialties. Those students interested in
dual certification have been offered the op-
portunity to complete their coursework in
one specialty (pediatric or adult nurse prac-
titioner) at SU and then pursue an ad-
vanced certificate in the other specialty,
with the University providing free tuition
for the advanced certificate program lead-
ing to certification in the second specialty.

Syracuse University has also offered the
affected students tuition refunds for cours- . ’
es they completed that were not applicable Former U.S. Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders visited the SU campus in March as a guest of the College
to the pediatric or adult specialties at Democrats. During her Hendricks Chapel appearance, Elders spoke on comprehensive health education and
Syracuse, or that were not transferable to health care reform. “We need to change the sick care system into a health care system,” Elders said. “My

e o vision of health care is that all citizens should have the right to health care. Everyone has the right to a
another institution. lawyer. Why not a doctor?”
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https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol15/iss4/3
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Adam Mankuta of Dix Hills, New York, was thrilled to learn he would be entering Syracuse University this fall.
Mankuta was so excited, in fact, that he decided to do a little pre-University bragging by mounting personal-

ized license plates on his car that boast GO’N2CUSE.

prime PICK

fter four years of dazzling perfor-

mances, Syracuse University quarter-
back Donovan McNabb '98 was selected by
the Philadelphia Eagles as the second over-
all pick in this spring’s National Football
League (NFL) draft. It was the highest an SU
player has been picked since Heisman
Trophy winner Ernie Davis was the top
choice of the 1962 NFL draft.

Although a group of Philadelphia fans at
the draft was clamoring for Heisman win-
ner Ricky Williams of Texas, they should know
that McNabb may give them plenty of rea-
sons to cheer. At SU, the four-year starter
guided the Orange to three straight BIG

EAST Conference titles and four bowl appear-
ances. The three-time BIG EAST offensive
player of the year set numerous SU and BIG
EAST career records, including most touch-
down passes (77). “I'm going to work to be
the starter,” McNabb told the media. “If 'm
rewarded with the starting position, I'm
going to work for higher goals.”

Two of McNabb’s teammates were drafted
in the second round. Wide receiver/kick
returner Kevin Johnson '99 was taken by
the Cleveland Browns as the first pick of
the second round (32nd overall), and full-
back Rob Konrad ‘99 was chosen by the
Miami Dolphins (43rd overall).
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he essential acts of teaching—engag-
Ting and motivating students, assessing
their moral and intellectual growth, and
modeling a life of learning—are common
to all educators, from grade school teach-
ers to graduate school professors. Yet school-
teachers and college professors in America
are not seen as part of the same profession.

Teaching in America: The Slow Revolution
(Harvard University Press, 1999; $26) explains
why this is true, how it is changing, and
whether the change is good for schools.

Co-authors Gerald Grant, SU’s Hannah
Hammond Professor of Education and
Sociology and professor of the cultural
foundations of education, and Christine E.
Murray G'76, G'90, professor of education
and human development at SUNY College
at Brockport, note that professors did not
always have the autonomy and status
they possess today.

At the start of this century, college pro-
fessors fought for the rights of tenure and
academic freedom that gave them signifi-
cant control of education at the college
level. “Professors got the power to hire and
fire their colleagues, to shape the curricu-
lum, and basically took over many of the
functions that had been performed by col-
lege presidents,” Grant says.

By contrast, schoolteachers have remained

teaching

locked into a hierarchical system, their work
mandated by an administrative elite. Grant
says although good teachers have tried to
be creative behind the closed doors of their
classrooms, they have been treated as func-
tionaries, not as profes-
sionals capable of inde-
pendent judgment.“The
second revolution is all
about that core issue,”
Grant says. “Can teach-
ers take charge of their
practice analogous to
the way the professo-
riate took charge of
their practice early in
this century?”

In the book, which
Grant calls a historical
and sociological look
at the evolution of the
teaching profession,
he and Murray assess
the competence of to-
day’s teachers. They find that America’s
teachers are doing better than is usually
reported in the popular media, but are far
from achieving what the public should
hope and expect. “We wanted to be sure to
really answer those critics who say that in
international comparison studies, Ameri-

THE SLOW REVOLUTION

can schools get an F” Grant says. “This
book provides a very careful look at how
well American kids and their teachers are
doing, as measured by standardized test-
ing—faulty as those tests are.”

The book, he says, gives
“a fresh and more balanced
look at the whole picture,
and says, ‘Yes, there is plenty
of room and need for im-
provement in teaching.
But teachers in America
have been bashed—a lot.
And they’re doing a better
job than most newspaper
readers realize.”

Grant and Murray would
like teachers to see Teach-
ing in America as a book
that is true to their profes-
sion, one that captures the
struggles in which they’ve
been engaged. “T hope that
in some small way this
book helps move ahead the second revolu-
tion,” says Grant.

Teaching in America: The Slow Revolu-
tion is winner of the Virginia and Warren
Stone Prize, awarded annually by Harvard
University Press for an outstanding book
on education and society.
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