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Abstract

This work focuses on Principles A and B of Binding Theory as
applied to English. While English has a very strict interpretation of Binding
Theory, it has a violation of Principle B with sentences with locative
prepositional phrases and verb phrases of caused movement or perception.

In contrast, Chinese and Japanese have a very liberal interpretation
of Binding Theory. The study is involved with investigating whether or not
Japanese or Chinese speakers adapt to the English violation which is
typically not taught in a classroom setting, but something acquired through
natural exposure.

A custom survey was designed to see if non-native speakers
accommodate for the English violation. Thirteen speakers of Chinese and
eleven speakers of Japanese participated.

The Chinese and Japanese speakers did adapt to the English
interpretations with the violations. Surprisingly, some of the native English
speakers did not. There are two conflicting hypotheses: one is that the non-
native speakers are using Universal Grammar along with assistance from
L1, the other is that they are transferring the parameter value from their L1

to their L2.



Table of Contents

Preface
Acknowledgments
1.1 Introduction
2.1 Introduction to Binding Theory
2.1.1 Definition and Explanation of English Binding Domain
2.1.2 Definition and Explanation of the Pronoun
2.1.3 Definition and Explanation of the Anaphor
2.1.4 English Examples of Principles A and B
2.1.4.1 Principle A
2.1.4.2 Principle B
3.1 The Problem
4.1 Introduction to Binding Theory in Chinese
4.1.1 Principle A in Chinese
4.1.2 Principle B in Chinese
4.1.3 Summary
5.1 Introduction to Binding Theory in Japanese
5.1.1 Principle A in Japanese
5.1.2 Principle B in Japanese
6.1 Introduction to English Binding Theory
7.1 Method
7.1.1 Participants
7.1.2 Materials
7.1.3 Procedure
7.1.3.1 Recruitment of Participants
7.1.3.2 The Experimental Session
7.1.3.3 Analysis of Data
8.1 Results
9.1 Discussion

9.1.1 Hypothesis One

page i

~.
o~
o~

AN O U WD =

11
12
13
13
13
14
15
16
16
17
19
19
19
20
20
30
35



9.1.2 Hypothesis Two
10.1 Conclusion
Sources Cited and Consulted
Appendices
Appendix 1: Principle C
Appendix 2: Expansion of the Concept Binding Domain
Appendix 3: Syntactic Trees
Appendix 4: Response to the Question “When and Where
Did you Learn English”?
Appendix 5: Survey
Appendix 6: Full Statistics

35
36
37
39
39
39
40

41
42
46



	Acquisition of Violations of English Principle B by Native Speakers of Japanese or Chinese
	Recommended Citation

	Microsoft Word - 396391-convertdoc.input.384515.vsX85.doc

