revolutionary

he Center for Really Neat Research (CRNR)
Tat SU has been awarded a $1.6 million
contract from the Defense Advance Re-
search Projects Agency (DARPA)
to build safer Y-
land-mine de- 44
tectors using
CRNR’s flag-
ship technol-
ogies.
“The technolo-
gy currently be-
ing used for land-
mine detectors is
vintage World War
I says David J. War-
ner, CRNR founder and
Nason Fellow at SU’s

“Playing Against the Phantom,” a photo by Tech. Sgt. (USAF) Scott Wgers, won first place in the sports pho-
tography category in the 1998 Military Photographer of the Year competition. Wagers took the photo while Northeast Parallel
participating in the Department of Defense’s Military Photojournalism Program at the S.I. Newhouse School Architectures Center

of Public Communications. Shot at Thornden Park in Syracuse, the photo depicts a young football player who

had a rough first-half. His team, the Thornden Park Bulldogs (Mighty Mite division), went on to win the game. (NPAC). “It's the same \

technology people
use to comb the beaches of Florida.”

Warner and his CRNR associates—Edward
Lipson, professor of physics and CRNR prin-
cipal collaborator; and NPAC director
Geoffrey Fox—will develop the new mine-
detection system in cooperation with
DARPA’s Distribution Robotics Program.
The idea is for tiny robots, 2 to 5 centime-
ters long, to search for buried land mines,
allowing people to remain at a safe dis-
tance. The problem lies in developing a
lightweight, portable computer system to
control the robots and process the infor-
mation they collect.

CRNR researchers are charged with de-
veloping human interface systems that
allow soldiers in the field to interact with
the robots and a distant command center.
“The best way to do that,” Warner says, “is
by using the human body as the interface
device” by building a variety of sensors that
can be worn on the body and connected to
a wearable computer. The resulting system
will increase a person’s ability to perceive
danger when clearing minefields, he says.
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https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol15/iss1/4
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student DIALOCUE

our Syracuse University stu-

dents were named finalists

in a national competition

sponsored by Americans

Discuss Social Security.

Competing for a

$100,000 budget and

four $10,000 scholarships,

The College of Arts and

Sciences students—Erin Buch-

anan '99, Robert Neelen '99,

Patrick Magnuson '0o, and Meg-

han Sherman 'oi—made up

one of the more than 150 teams

that entered the contest last

spring. Seven teams were chosen
as finalists.

The contest, titled The Social Security Chal-
lenge, was created by Americans Discuss
Social Security as a way of drawing
younger Americans into a national conver-
sation about Social Security issues. Par-
ticipants submitted a 1,000-word essay de-
scribing their ideas for making Social
Security a hot issue on college and univer-
sity campuses, as well as a one-page bud-
get that detailed how they would allocate
the resources of the $100,000 grant during
implementation. Entries were evaluated
for their creative ideas, sound budgets, and
realistic timelines.

More information about the Social
Security Challenge can be found at
http://www.sschallenge.org.
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(CAL) hosted its first demonstration of the
latest technology that
will enable Cen-
tral New York
nonprofit or-
ganizations to
/ % accessinexpen-
J sive video-
conferencing
capabilities over

the Internet.
Representatives
from more than
30 nonprofit a-
gencies, schools,
libraries, and gov-
ernment offices in
Onondaga Coun-
ty were invit-
ed to the demon-
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stration at SU’s Center

for Science and Technology. The demon-
stration was the culmination of months of
work by 12 information studies undergrad-
uate and graduate students led by Thoreau
Chu and Wayne Minor, master’s degree
students in telecommunications and net-
work management.

The videoconferencing research project
is part of a larger community effort to give
schools, libraries, agencies, and other not-
for-profit organizations in Central New York
access to an inexpensive, high-speed, mul-
timedia computer network called the
Syracuse MetroNet.

“CAL was established to address the in-
formation technology needs of the non-
profit sector,” says Murali Venkatesh, pro-
fessor of information studies, CAL director,
and chairman of the MetroNet Technology
Committee. “This project is consistent
with that ideal in that we are testing prod-
ucts, strategies, and equipment that the
community will be able to adopt.”




Suracuse-Llniversityv-MaaaziitemMoldSwlsSodl 1998 ] Axtd
() Y T Ty

eep in the waters of the Atlantic Ocean,
Da species of small orange shrimp is
going about its business, completely una-
ware of the existence of Syracuse University.
But it was in honor of SU that these shrimp
were named, and now the previously un-
identified creatures bear the dignified title
Rimicaris aurantiaca. Aurantiaca means
“orange” in Latin.

In 1993 Professor Steven Chamberlain,
chair of the bioengineering and neuro-
science department and former dean of the
L.C. Smith College of Engineering and Com-
puter Science, was on a diving expedition
with graduate students Robert Jinks ‘91, G'96
and Erik Herzog G’94. They were diving in
the Azores, a cluster of nine islands 9oo
miles west of Portugal, as part of a re-

search project on another type of shrimp.

But each day, team members noticed small
orange shrimp
near the large
gray shrimp they
were studying.

Finally Cham-
berlain brought
some of the or-
ange shrimp to
the surface for
closer examina-
tion. He didn’t
know if another
scientist had al-
ready discovered
and named them.
“We assigned them to a genus—Rimicaris—
and we left the species as unknown,” he says.

But after checking with various con-
tacts in the field, Chamberlain ascer-
tained that he and his team had in fact
discovered a new species of shrimp. So
Chamberlain shipped off his information
on the shrimp to an expert in Los Angeles,
Joel Martin, who confirmed it was an un-
named species. He used the genus name
Rimicaris and designated the species
name aurantiaca.

In a published description of the shrimp,
Martin pointed out that the bulk of the
original research on the shrimp was done
by researchers at Syracuse University,
“whose teams and alumni are referred to
as the Orangemen.”

Meanwhile, in the depths of the Atlan-
tic, far away from all the hubbub and
Syracuse University, the Rimicaris auranti-
aca keep doing what they’re doing, un-
aware that they, too, are Orangemen.

marshall

yracuse University

has entered into an

agreement with Sutar

Realty Associates of Syra-

cuse to purchase Mar-

shall Square Mall, the
two-story commercial/
retail building adjacent
to SU Continuing Edu-
cation/University Col-
lege (700 University

Avenue). The property,

which includes a 17,000-square-

foot parking lot, will be purchased
for $4 million.

According to Chancellor Kenneth
A. Shaw, it has been a long-
standing practice of SU to
consider purchasing proper-
ty adjacent to the University

i when such property becomes

# available. “When the University
was approached with the opportu-
nity to purchase Marshall Square

Mall,” Shaw says, “we came to the conclu-

sion that acquiring the property would be

a wise investment for the long-term

future of the University, given its prox-

imity to University College and loca-
tion along SU’s main entrance on
University Avenue.”

https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol15/iss1/4
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