
"Playing Against the Phantom," a photo by Tech. Sgt . (USAF) Scott Wagers, won first place in the sports pho
t ography cat egory in the 1998 Military Photographer of the Year competition. Wagers t ook the photo while 
part icipating in the Department of Defense's M ilitary Photoj ournalism Program at the S.l. Newhouse School 
of Public Communications. Shot at Thornden Park in Syracuse, the photo depicts a young football player w ho 
had a rough f irst-half. His t eam, the Thornden Park Bulldogs (Mighty Mite division), w ent on t o w in t he game. 

so long ASPHALT 

• emember the crumbling strip of bar
ricaded asphalt that sliced between 

the Newhouse complex and Schine Stu
dent Center? WelL the eyesore is no more. 

This summer, work began to remove 
the pavement and replace it with a gar
den plaza "Our goal is to create spaces that 
bring about a sense of the campus as au
nique place where a special kind of 
energy is created," says Vir
ginia Denton, director of 
the Office of Design and 
Construction. "The re
design of the space 
between Newhouse 
and Schine restores 
the historical sense 
of the pedestrian en
trance to campus by 
continuing the espla
nade that runs from 
the Hall of Languages to 
the Place of Remembrance." 

Building the plaza required extensive 
regrading to create a more level area. Es
sentially, the University Place end of the 
space was lowered and steps built that 
lead to the plaza. The Waverly Avenue 
end was raised, with steps leading down 
to the street. 

The esplanade effect has 
been carried out via two 

paved walkways 
lined with trees. 

The view from 
Waverly Ave
nue of the Hall 
of Languages 
-the tradi
tional hall
markofSyra

cuse Univer
sity- has been 

greatly enhanc
ed through these 

efforts, Denton says. 

S Y R A C U S E U N V E R S T y M A G A Z 

revolutionary ROBOTICS 

The Center for Really Neat Research (CRNR) 
at SU has been awarded a $1.6 million 

contract from the Defense Advance Re
search Projects Agency (DARPA) 
to build safer 
land-mine de
tectors using 
CRNR's flag
ship technol
ogies. 

"The technolo
gy currently be
ing used for land
mine detectors is 
vintage World War 
II," says David J. War
ner, CRNR founder and 
Nason Fellow at SU's 
Northeast Parallel 
Architectures Center 
(NPAC). "It's the same \iliililiilllil'.._._. 
technology people 
use to comb the beaches of Florida." 

Warner and his CRNR associates-Edward 
Lipson, professor of physics and CRNR prin
cipal collaborator; and NPAC director 
Geoffrey Fox- will develop the new mine
detection system in cooperation with 
DARPA's Distribution Robotics Program. 
The idea is for tiny robots, 2 to 5 centime
ters long, to search for buried land mines, 
allowing people to remain at a safe dis
tance. The problem lies in developing a 
lightweight, portable computer system to 
control the robots and process the infor
mation they collect. 

CRNR researchers are charged with de
veloping human interface systems that 
allow soldiers in the field to interact with 
the robots and a distant command center. 
"The best way to do that," Warner says, "is 
by using the human body as the interface 
device" by building a variety of sensors that 
can be worn on the body and connected to 
a wearable computer. The resulting system 
will increase a person's ability to perceive 
danger when clearing minefields, he says. 
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shining GEM 

1eWn ~and graduate 
a..;;;:lj>L~&<::nts in SU's School of Informa
tion Studies (1ST) are playing key roles 
in the development and launching of 
the Gateway to Educational Materials 
(GEM) project at Syracuse University. 

GEM {http.! lwww.geminfo.org), a spe
cial project of the ERIC Clearinghouse 
on Inftmnation and Technology. has creat
ed a virtual card catalog on the World 
Wide Web to help educators in the K-12 

oommunity gain easy access to thousands 
of Internet-based educational materials. 

'The project's goal is to provide a new 
set of tools to get information into the 
hands of educators quickly and easily," 
says Michael B. Eisenberg. professor of in· 
formation studies and director of the ERIC 
Clearinghouse. Eisenberg and fellow IST 
faculty members Stuart Sutton and Ruth 
Small are GEM's principal investigators. 

'There are thousands of collections 
of educational materials on the Inter
net that were just waiting for the right 
tools to come along to help users ac
cess them." Sutton says. The GEM re
search team-students as well as fac
ulty members-developed the soft
ware that will make the materials ac
cessible to users on the Internet. 

students are also involved in creat
ing training materials for GEM consor
tium members (whose numbers in· 
elude collection holders and users) and 
in presenting workshops designed to 
introduce GBM's meta-data system to 
educators across the country. 

The u 1ST students say it's been ex
citing to see GBM develop from a re
search project to a workingprodud:inless 
than a year and a half. "When we pre-
sent GBM at conferences, peo-

student DIALOGUE 

ple love it," says Julie Diana, a ~----... ;....;.;~~ 
library science master's de-

Syracuse University stu
dents were named finalists 

in a national competition 
sponsored by Americans 
Discuss Social Security. 

The contest, titled The Social Security Chal
lenge, was created by Americans Discuss 
Social Security as a way of drawing 
younger Americans into a national conver
sation about Social Security issues. Par
ticipants submitted a 1,ooo-word essay de
scribing their ideas for making Social 
Security a hot issue on college and univer
sity campuses, as well as a one-page bud
get that detailed how they would allocate 
the resources of the $10o,ooo grant during 
implementation. Entries were evaluated 
for their creative ideas, sound budgets, and 
realistic t imelines. 

gree student. Diana is de
veloping training mate
rials for people who 
catalog collections 
for the GEM system. 

"My experience with 
GBM has been the best 
part of being at su." 
Diana says. "' have 
been able to inte
grate whatfve learned 
in class and then go beyond that by 
participating in cutting-edge research." 

Competing for a 
$10o,ooo budget and 

four $10,000 scholarships, 
The College of Arts and 

Sciences students-Erin Buch
anan 'gg, Robert Neelen 'gg, 

Patrick Magnuson 'oo, and Meg
han Sherman 'o1- made up 

one of the more than 150 teams 
that entered the contest last 

spring. Seven teams were chosen 
as finalists. 

More information about the Social 
Security Challenge can be found at 
http:llwww.sschallenge.org. 

F A L L 

2

Syracuse University Magazine, Vol. 15, Iss. 1 [1998], Art. 4

https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol15/iss1/4



6 

es 
yracuse University Press has taken 
on the monumental task of 

producing the first compre
hensive, scholarly encyclope
dia covering prominent per
sons, businesses, parks, and 
communities that make up 
the historical and contem-
porary fabric of New York. When 
completed in 2001, the single-vol
ume Encyclopedia of New York State 
will contain more than 3,000 en
tries and 1,200 pages. The project is 
being launched with $22o,ooo in state 
funding secured by Republican state 
Senator John DeFrancisco of Syracuse. 

The total cost of producing the 
encyclopedia has been budgeted at 
$1.65 million. SU Press is contributing 
$490,000 and will seek subsidies from 
private and corporate sources for an
other $5oo,ooo. The publication's plan
ners are hopeful that the state will con
tinue its support with additional allo
cations of $22o,ooo over the second and 
third years of the project. 

"I am pleased that we will be able to 
offer an encyclopedia that can focus 
attention on New York's history as a 
whole, and help readers better under
stand what it means and what it has 
meant to be a New Yorker," says SU 
Press Director Robert Mandel. 

The publication will be distributed 
both nationally and internationally as a 
means of promoting New York State. In 
addition to retail sales, discounted cop
ies will be available to public libraries 
and every school library in the state 
will be given a copy of the encyclope
dia to help educate schoolchildren 
about the state's storied history. 

video CONFERENCING 

Earlier this year the School of Informa
tion Studies' Center for Active Learning 

(CAL) hosted its first demonstration of the 

_J\fl •• l!lllll._ latesttechnologythat 
::.1 will enable Cen-

tral New York 
nonprofit or
ganizations to 
access inexpen

sive video
conferencing 

capabilities over 
the Internet. 

Representatives 
from more than 
30 nonprofit a

gencies, schools, 
libraries, and gov
ernment offices in 

Onondaga Coun
ty were invit

ed to the demon
stration at SU's Center 

for Science and Technology. The demon
stration was the culmination of months of 
work by 12 information studies undergrad
uate and graduate students led by Thoreau 
Chu and Wayne Minor, master's degree 
students in telecommunications and net
work management. 

The videoconferencing research project 
is part of a larger community effort to give 
schools, libraries, agencies, and other not
for-profit organizations in Central New York 
access to an inexpensive, high-speed, mul
timedia computer network called the 
Syracuse MetroNet. 

"CAL was established to address the in
formation technology needs of the non
profit sector," says Murali Venkatesh, pro
fessor of information studies, CAL director, 
and chairman of the Met ro Net Technology 
Committee. "This project is consistent 
with that ideal in that we are testing prod
ucts, strategies, and equipment that the 
community will be able to adopt." 

su REMEMBERS 

I ecember marks the 1oth year since 
e terrorist bombing of Pan Am 

Flight 103 claimed the lives of 35 Syra
cuse University students returning home 
from abroad. In commemoration of the 
tragedy, Syracuse University is hosting 
an ongoing series of lectures, exhibits, 
and panel discussions focusing on the 
Lockerbie, Scotland, air disaster. 

The commemoration began this sum
mer with a series of lectures on "Global 
Terrorism: Lockerbie 10 Years later," pre
sented by Syracuse University Continu
ing Education 
and the Maxwell 
School of Citi
zenship and 
Public Affairs. A
mongthe speak
ers were repre
sentatives of the 
Royal Institute 
of International 
Affairs, London 
and Scotland; the U.S. State Department; 
the S.l. Newhouse School of Public Com
munications; and the American Coali
tion for Middle East Dialogue. 

October 19 through 23 will be this year's 
Remembrance Week, which pays tribute 
to the victims of Pan Am 103 and honors 
the University's newest Remembrance 

Schol.a.rs-35 outstanding students who 
receive scholarships to support their sen
ior year of study. Remembrance Scholar
ships are the University's most presti
gious academic honor. Remembrance 
Scholars themselves plan the week, which 
includes lectures, exhibits, and panel dis
cussions. On the final day of Remem
brance Week, there will be a convocation 
in Hendricks Chapel hosted by Chan
cellor Kenneth A Shaw. 

From December 12 through 21, SU will 
observe 10 Days of Remembrance by 

sponsoring lec
tures, exhibits, 
and panel dis
cussions focus
ing on the Lock
erbie air disas
ter, culminating 
with a Service 
of Commemo
ration in Hen
dricks Chapel. 

This service will be held jointly with ser
vices in Lockerbie and at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Washington, D.C. 

For more information on these events or 
the Remembrance Scholarships, contact 
Judith O'Rourke, 304 Tolley Administ:Iation 
Building. Syracuse, NY 13244-1100, phone: 
315-443-1899. e-mail: jlorourke@syr.edu. 
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shrimp TALES 

Deep in the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, 
a species of small orange shrimp is 

going about its business, completely una
ware of the existence of Syracuse University. 
But it was in honor of SU that these shrimp 
were named, and now the previously un
identified creatures bear the dignified title 
Rimicaris aurantiaca. Aurantiaca means 
"orange" in Latin. 

In 1993 Professor Steven Chamberlain, 
chair of the bioengineering and neuro
science department and former dean of the 
L.C. Smith College of Engineering and Com
puter Science, was on a diving expedition 
with graduate students Robert Jinks 'g1, G'g6 
and Erik Herzog G'g4. They were diving in 
the Azores, a cluster of nine islands goo 
miles west of Portugal, as part of a re-
search project on another type of shrimp. 
But each day, team members noticed small 

orange shrimp 
near the large 
gray shrimp they 
were studying. 

Finally Cham
berlain brought 
some of the or
ange shrimp to 
the surface for 
closer examina
tion. He didn't 
know if another 
scientist had al
ready discovered 
and named them 

"We assigned them to a genus-Rimicaris
and we left the species as unknown," he says. 

But after checking with various con
tacts in the field, Chamberlain ascer
tained that he and his team had in fact 
discovered a new species of shrimp. So 
Chamberlain shipped off his information 
on the shrimp to an expert in Los Angeles, 
Joel Martin, who confirmed it was an un
named species. He used the genus name 
Rimicaris and designated the species 
name aurantiaca. 

In a published description of the shrimp, 
Martin pointed out that the bulk of the 
original research on the shrimp was done 
by researchers at Syracuse University, 
"whose teams and alumni are referred to 
as the Orangemen." 

Meanwhile, in the depths of the Atlan
tic, far away from all the hubbub and 
Syracuse University, the Rimicaris auranti
aca keep doing what they're doing, un
aware that they, too, are Orangemen. 

cd INDUSTRY 

udents enrolled during the 
past academic year in 

The Recording Company 
(MUI 400) course in SU's 
School of Music did 
more than read books 
and write papers to 
earn academic cred
it They ran their own 
mrnpany and helped 
the school with its re
cruitment efforts. 

semester course learned a
bout aspects of the recording 
business by running a record label, 
SU Recordings, under the guidance of 
Professor David Rezak. In the process, they 
also prepared two new recordings for 
release: Anthology: The Major Ensembles, 
issued in May; and No Cover Before Nine, 
scheduled for release this fall. 

Daniel Godfrey, director of the School 

of Music, commissioned An
thology for use as a tool 

to recruit students 
and guest speak

ers. It features per
formances by the 
school's major 
ensembles: the 
Syracuse Univer
sity Orchestra, 

the Syracuse Uni
versity Singers, the 

Syracuse University 
Wind Ensemble, and 

the Syracuse University 
Jazz Ensemble. No Cover is a 

student-inspired CD featuring jazz and 
jazz-influenced pieces. 

Because the recordings were done as a 
class project, they can only be sold on 
campus. Both CDs are available through 
the School of Music or the SU Bookstore 
for $12 each or $20 for both releases. 

marshall SQUARE 

Syracuse University 
has entered into an 

agreement with Sutar 
Realty Associates of Syra
cuse to purchase Mar
shall Square Mall, the 
two-story commercial/ 
retail building adjacent 
to SU Continuing Edu
cation/University Col
lege (700 University 
Avenue). The property, 
which includes a 17,000-square
foot parking lot, will be purchased 
for $4 million. 

According to Chancellor Kenneth 
A. Shaw, it has been a long
standing practice of SU to 
consider purchasing proper
ty adjacent to the University 

when such property becomes 
available. "When the University 

was approached with the opportu
nity to purchase Marshall Square 

Mall," Shaw says, "we came to the conclu
sion that acquiring the property would be 
a wise investment for the long-term 

future of the University, given its prox
imity to University College and loca
tion along SU's main entrance on 
University Avenue." 
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