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New Era for
Remembrance

ONE DECADE AFTER FLIGHT 103, SU FOCUSES ON
ENDOWING THE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

his December marks the 10th year since the terrorist bomb-
ing of Pan Am Flight 103 claimed the lives of 35 Syracuse
University students returning home from abroad. As a
result of that disaster, the University memorialized those
who died by creating Remembrance Scholarships. Given annually
to 35 outstanding students to support their senior year of study, the
scholarships are the University’s most prestigious academic honor.

The University is launching a $5 million fund-raising initiative to
endow Remembrance Scholarships, ensuring their continuance in
perpetuity. To collect a $500,000 challenge grant from the Fred L.
Emerson Foundation, the University must raise $3 million of that goal
by June 30, 2000, the end of the Commitment to Learning campaign.

“No one can take the place of those who were lost,” says
Chancellor Kenneth A. Shaw. “But through this scholarship, the
names of these 35 students are preserved; and just as they were
people of hope and service, so are the Remembrance Scholars we
name each year. Higher education is rooted in the idea that we
learn from the past to construct a better future. These scholarships
are an outgrowth of that principle.”

Remembrance Scholars represent the diverse strengths of
Syracuse students. Not only must they be strong in academics, but
they must have contributed to the University community and the
greater Syracuse community, according to Judith O’Rourke '7s,
administrative specialist to the vice president for undergraduate
studies and member of the Remembrance Scholarship Selection
Committee.

“The students we lost—all of whom were in the Division of
International Programs Abroad—were not just having fun over-
seas, and not just gaining academically,” says O'Rourke. “They were
learning to have an impact on the world.”

As the University seeks to build the endowment fund—which
already contains money from the Dr. Scholl Foundation and various
individuals—it is looking for support from alumni, friends, corpora-
tions, and foundations committed to the ideals behind the scholar-
ships.

Susan Willner ‘82 didn’t know any of the students who lost their
lives—but she studied at the University’s London Program during
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The Place of Remembrance, shortly after its dedication in 1990. A memorial wall,
listing the names of those lost in the downing of Pan Am Flight 103, semi-encloses
the space in front of the Hall of Languages.

her junior year, and had returned from another trip to London on
the same flight only a few days before the bombing. Willner has
given annually to Remembrance Scholarships.

“Tknow the feeling of why those students had gone abroad, what
they had learned, the fun they had, and the feeling of waiting to share
it with your family,” says Willner. “I valued my time in that program.
I want to honor those students and encourage more people to go.”

To learn more about Remembrance Scholarships, contact Judith
O'Rourke, 304 Tolley Administration Building, Syracuse, New York
13244-1100; 315-443-1899, jlorourke@syr.edu, or Jon Denison, Senior
Director, Corporate and Foundation Relations, 100 Women'’s Build-
ing, 820 Comstock Ave., Syracuse, New York 13244-5040; 315-443-
5466, jddeniso@syr.edu.
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The Belfer Audio Laboratory and Ar-
chive—located in the flat-roofed building
just east of Bird Library—recently received a
$270,000 grant from the Gladys Krieble
Delmas Foundation. The funds will enable
Belfer to catalog and provide World Wide
Web access to its 180,000 pre-LP discs (dating
from 1895 to 1950) and 22,000 cylinder
recordings (dating from 1895 to 1929).

In addition, a select group of Belfer’s cat-
aloged records will be linked to correspond-
ing digital sound and label/sleeve image
files; by clicking on these options, web
users will get a much fuller sense of the
context and content of the recordings in
question. Patrons can access this material
through SUMMIT, the SU Library’s public
access catalog.

Eventually, more of Belfer’s collection
will be included in the Belfer database,
which is designed to dovetail with record-
ing cataloging efforts also under way at the
U.S. Library of Congress and the National
Library of Canada.

“A century’s worth of untapped social,
cultural, artistic, and historical riches can
be mined here,” says Belfer curator Susan
Stinson.

You can visit the Belfer site at: http://
libwww.syr.edu/aboutsul/depts/belfer/main
.htm
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ne of the latest campaign gifts is pro-

viding a direct service to students with
an urgent need. James Miller’s major gift to
the R.APE. Center has enabled director
Dolores Card to hire a full-time professional
counselor. The center (its name is an acro-
nym for Rape: Advocacy, Prevention, and
Education) was founded in 1989.

“It was very needed,” says Card, who
worked as a counselor and program director
at the city of Syracuse’s Rape Crisis Center
before coming to SU in 1996.“Our cases here
have risen since I've arrived. There were 30
rape and sexual assault cases reported to us
my first year. Last year, there were 58.”

U T

Card believes the center’s on-campus
education campaign promoting its services
has led to the increase in assault reports.

“Students who've been sexually assault-
ed need crisis intervention to get them
through the initial trauma,” says Card. “But
then they need ongoing counseling; it's
essential for recovery. Especially for college-
aged people, who have so much other stuff
going on in their lives, they need someone
to help them through that difficult period
and empower them with the skills to be
able to complete their life plans.”

The $125,000 gift, says Card, was “a com-
plete surprise.”

Miller, a 1963 Arts and Sciences graduate
and president of Worldwide Theatrical
Business Operations for Warner Bros. Inc,
stepped forward with this support because
“I'have a daughter, so naturally I think about
issues like these.

“I was looking for something specific to
support,” says Miller. “This is an important
issue, and Chancellor Shaw started dealing
with it almost from the time he first came
to campus. Violence and date rape—these
are important issues, especially for young
people, and we need to educate both males
and females. This is a necessary facility to
have on campus.”

YRACU S E
1 by SURFACE, 1998

i VERSITY

M A G A Z I N E



Syracuse University Magazine, Vol. 14, Iss. 3 [1998], Art. 5

s of this spring, the Our Time Has Come
Acampaign for scholarships benefiting
African American and Latino undergradu-
ates is halfway to its fund-raising goal. The
plan at the start of the campaign’s second
phase was to lift endowment from $1 million
to $3.2 million. More than $1.1 million new
endowment dollars have been pledged.

“The key to our success has been our
diverse support,” says Larry Martin, executive
director of the Office of Program Develop-
ment, which manages the scholarships.
“Substantial gifts from both inside and out-
side the African American and Latino con-
stituencies say to us that these scholarships
mean a great deal to a broad range of alumni.”

This next academic year, the scholarship
fund will give out more than $100,000 to tal-
ented and needy students—all thanks to the
strengthened endowment.
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