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Intimate Partner Violence (IPV)

In this research, intimate partner violence (IPV) is defined as sexual violence and physical
violence. IPV is different from violence perpetrated by strangers. It is often a process rather than
a single incident. More than one third of females who report sustained physical and/or sexual
violence knew that their partners were violent from their first date. Also, females who
experienced repeated violence from the same partner tend to be more severely assaulted and
more vulnerable to future violence, compared to others who experience repeated violence from
different partners (Gagné, Lavoie, & Hébert, 2005).

The lifetime prevalence of intimate partner sexual violence (IPSV) and intimate partner
physical violence (IPPV) is about 8.8% and 31.5% respectively among women. In addition,
IPSV contribute to 45.4% of rape and 74.1% of coercion of adult sexual violence (ASV) (Black,

Basile, Breiding, Smith, Walters, Merrick, & Stevens, 2011).

The Relationship between Child Sexual Abuse and Intimate Partner Violence

Messman-Moore and Long’s (2003) review concluded that child sexual abuse (CSA)
survivors are 2-11 times more likely than non-CSA victims to experience adult assault. More
than one-third (35.2 %) of women victims who were raped as minors also reported a rape
incident as an adult, compared to only 14.2 % for women without such traumatic childhood
experience (Black, Basile, Breiding, Smith, Walters, Merrick, & Stevens, 2011).

CSA female victims are twice as likely to experience sexual or physical violence by their
intimate partner, compared to non-victims (Fanslow, Robinson, Crengle, & Perese, 2007).
Specifically, about 53% of CSA survivors have experienced IPPV (Trickett, Noll, & Putnam,

2011).



Several mediators between CSA and revictimization have been identified, such as alcohol
and drug use, risky sexual behavior, PTSD, poor risk recognition, and dissociation (e. g.,
Messman-Moore & Long, 2003; Noll, Trickett, & Putnam, 2003). However, interpersonal
difficulties may be a better explanation for revictimization in the context of an intimate
relationship (Messman-Moore, Walsh, & DiLillo, 2010). The concept “interpersonal difficulties”
covers the dynamic of attachment and the aspect of emotion dysregulation, giving a multi-

dimensional profile into the complexity of relationships.

Interpersonal Difficulties as a Mediator

Child sexual abuse (CSA) creates dynamics of powerlessness, betrayal, and
stigmatization (Finkelhor & Browne, 1985). As a result of the dynamic of powerlessness,
survivors tend to have difficulty saying “no” (Gelinas, 1983). Instead of fighting to escape, they
learn to focus on minimizing injury and coping with pain while facing danger (Walker &
Browne, 1985). For example, learning that the expression of anger can lead to another incident of
abuse or a disconnection to significant others, CSA victims tend to mask their anger response
with passivity by denying the seriousness of the abuse (Walker, 1981).

External or internal stigmatization and feelings of betrayal could disrupt interpersonal
relationships. CSA victims reported they have fewer friends, less trust, and satisfaction in their
relationships (Gold, 1986; Feiring, Rosenthal, & Taska, 2000), and suffer from isolation
(Courtois, 1979). A weaker social network might be a barrier for revictimized women to leave a
relationship when it becomes abusive.

Unfortunately, the dynamic of CSA rewards victims for fulfilling the perpetrators’ needs in

expense of their own (Gelinas, 1983). CSA victims have very little idea of how to balance



