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IN MEMORIAM
Syracuse University Chancellor Emeritus William Pearson Tolley
1900-1995

t is with deepest regret that Syracudse
University Magazine notes the passing of
Syracuse University Chancellor Emeritus
William Pearson Tolley, who died January

26, 1996, at the age of 95 at his home in Syracuse.
A 1922 graduate of SU, Tolley returned to the
University two decades later to lead the institution
through its greatest period of growth. The Tolley
years (1942-1969) saw dramatic increases in the
University’s gross assets, from $15 million to $200
million; endowments, from $4.5 million to more
than $56 million; and enrollment, from a low of
3,800 during World War II to more than 24,000,
with graduate enrollment jumping from 400 to
8,000. During Tolley’s administration, more build-
ings were erected than during any period in the

University's history.

“William Pearson Tolley was a giant in the his-
tory of Syracuse University,” says Chancellor
Kenneth A. Shaw. “He combined great measures
of commitment and courage with a talent for see-
ing the future. Thus he was able time after time to
persuade others to join him in preparing the
University for that future. Our success today rests
on the foundation he built through his great love
for Syracuse.”

John Robert Greene G'83, professor of history
and communications at Cazenovia College,
has authored Syracuse University: The Tolley Years,
1942-1969, a book on Tolley’s SU career to be pub-
lished this spring by SU Press. An excerpt from
this book will appear in the Summer 1996 issue of
Syracuse University Magazine.

Memorial gifts may be made to the William Pearson Tolley Library Endowment Fund. Checks should be made payable to Syracuse University
and sent to Cathy Killian, Syracuse University, Development Office, 820 Comatock Avenue, Syracuse, New York 15244-5040.
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For ticket information call the Carrier Dome ticket office at (315) 443-2121
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