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According to the EPA, the average American person pro-
duces about 5.91 pounds of trash per day, from which only 
1.51 pounds gets recycled. In total, the United States alone 

OUT OF 
SIGHT OUT 
OF MIND

produces over 254 million tons of solid waste. Meanwhile, Amer-
icans continue to manage trash by putting it away for collection 
on their street curve. 

According to statistics collected in 2019, the United States produces a total of 254 mil-

lion tons of solid waste every year. This means that only in five years, Americans will 

have discarded a total of 1,270 million tons of trash, the equivalent to the weight of 

approximately 11.5 million blue whales, 5.5 times more the number of existent blue 

whales in the world. From this total, only 34.3 percent will be adequately managed. As 

statistics demonstrate, waste management in the United States is becoming a problem 

of concerning urgency. Ever since the 1960s, US municipal waste generation has in-

creased by 67.11%, and trends suggest that future waste discharge will follow the same 

growth. Although policies are now starting to become stricter on the way Americans 

manage their waste, refuse discharge seems to only have worsen. The research con-

ducted in this investigation identifies two main problems.

First Problem: The distance conflict

Ever since the appearance of global capitalism, the shipment of goods became sub-

jected to a need for durable packaging. Long-distance shipments require great quan-

tities of preservation materials. The conservation strategy originated for the need of 

global product exchange has now become the standard for today’s everyday produc-

tion, resulting on inmesurable amounts of waste discharge.

Second Problem: The recycling problem

Conceptions of refuse limit the way people choose to address the waste problem.

People in the United States choose not to or do not recycle because:

They are not educated on how to properly manage waste or recycle.

They believe waste management tasks should be responsibility of municipalities, 

and therefore they do not need to manage waste.

Homes and Public spaces are not properly equipped to successfully manage 

waste.

Waste facilities are not aesthetically pleasing, nor is waste.

Waste is often associated with poverty, and the problems of the lower class.
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The Problem
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WHAT WASTE?

WASTE MANAGEMENT
Borders of the home as place of disposal: Gar-
bage is thrown out the door and dishwasher 
water is thrown out the window.

then, many people made money from selling their rags and scraps.

1700 
Paper Industry develops in the US. Rags turned into paper.

Pigs on the streets eat compost (1840)
1980 Local Infrastructures developped in mu-

1960s’ Mainstream recycling. Hippy move-
ment fails to make impact

-

aging materials:
Gourds, Shells, Leaves used 
to hold foods.

1852 Francis Wolle Invents Paper Bag-making machine 

1870- Glued Paper sacks

1817- Paperboard Invented

1910- Cardboard boxes replace wooden crates

1764- Tobacco starts to get sold in 
metal cannisters 1830- Metal Boxes used to sell goods

1835 Vinyl chloride invented
1860 Celluloid Invented

and cushioning materials , foam boxes and cups 
and trays for food become popular.

1980 PETE used for other products

COMPOST WASTE

SHORT-USE WASTE

LONG-USE WASTE

Origins: 2nd Cen-
tury BC. Paper 
originates in China 
to wrap foods.

Origins: 7000 BC, 
becomes industri-
alized in Egypt in 
1500 BC.

1700
Split Mold Develops, allows for irregular shapes 

Origins: Prehistor-
ic, used for weap-
ons, bowls and 

century.

Origins: 19th Cen-
tury

Glass, Rags and Paper is 
used as packaging materials 

-
ces of reuse, garbage is thrown to the street.

-

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

The United States 
continues to have one 
of the least efficient 
waste management 
systems compared to 
European competitors.

254 million tons of 
solid waste

Plastic serves as the 
main product used in 
the packaging of 
products. 380 million 
tons of plastic are 
produced globaly each 
year, making it the 
most pollutant kind of 
solid waste.

Total of 24 million tons 
of metal waste every 
year.

The world produces a 
total of 12.2 million 
tons of glass waste 
every year.

Every year, the world 
produces 400 million 
metric tons of paper 
product, all of which is 
consumed globally.

TODAY

PAPER

GLASS

METAL

PLASTIC
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MUJI STORE 

The Shops at Hudson Yards, Manrattari, New Yon< City 

HUDSON YARDS MALL 

Hudson vards, Marhattan, New York Llty 
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