Syracuse University

SURFACE
Architecture Senior Theses

School of Architecture Dissertations and
Theses

Spring 2020

15th Ward North
Baxter Hankin

Follow this and additional works at: https://surface.syr.edu/architecture_theses
Part of the Architecture Commons

Recommended Citation
Hankin, Baxter, "15th Ward North" (2020). Architecture Senior Theses. 477.
https://surface.syr.edu/architecture_theses/477

This Thesis, Senior is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Architecture Dissertations and
Theses at SURFACE. It has been accepted for inclusion in Architecture Senior Theses by an authorized
administrator of SURFACE. For more information, please contact surface@syr.edu.

15th Ward North
A Neighborhood Design
to Reconnect Syracuse

Baxter Hankin
Syracuse University School of Architecture1

15th Ward North
A Neighborhood Design to Reconnect Syracuse
Baxter Hankin

Syracuse University School of Architecture
Thesis Advisors:
Anne Munly
Terrance Goode
May 10, 2020
This project is also published at:
baxterhankin.com/15th-ward-north
2

Video walkthrough: https://youtu.be/nanRd8NVkA0

Table of Contents
Thesis Framework
	Thesis Contention
	Definitions

4
6

Research
	Theories + Theorists
	Site of the Thesis Project
	Interviews

8
55
76

Design
	Concepts + Designs

82

Referenced Materials
Works Cited
	Annotated Bibliography

166
174

3

Thesis Contention
This thesis argues in favor of walkability at the scale of the city, neighborhood, block,
street, space, building, and detail. Walkability is a condition that allows for interesting
and useful walks on a daily basis. This is created from a mix of strategic, planned civic
conditions, and an urban fabric of unplanned, fine-grained, bottom-up developments.
The walkable city is necessary in terms of human experience, sustainability, and
connectivity. The interesting aspect of the walk is determined by parallax and the
picturesque.
Parallax

is the “displacement of the apparent position of a body due to a change of

position of the observer,” as defined by

Yve-Alain Bois1. This is best experienced with
spatial enclosure and irregularity, objects of identifiability, and an occurrence at both
the scale of the space and the detail.
The

picturesque is an aesthetic created by perceptible inflection, variation, and

irregularity, that reference human scale and human imperfection through movement,
distance, and framed views.

This

operates best through unique and irregular urban

compositions at multiple scales from the space to the detail.

Both parallax and the picturesque improve walkability by creating urban experiences of
interest that draw people through space, in a delicate balance between irregularity and
cohesion.
These

factors, in combination with more practical concerns of physically walkable

infrastructure, dense mixed-use development, socioeconomic equity, and building upon
extant local identity, create walkability.

These theories take inspiration primarily from the picturesque of John Soane and Robert
Venturi, the parallax of Yves-Alain Bois, the imageability of Kevin Lynch and Léon Krier,
the sequence of Gordon Cullen, the streetscapes of Allan Jacobs, and the general urban
principles of Jeff Speck and Charles Marohn. This thesis blends these ideas together
into a new, more comprehensive theory of picturesque walkable urbanism.
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relEvaNce of this thesis to the 15th Ward North
this thesis applies to the 15th Ward North iN terMs of hoW this part of syracuse caN be
developed goiNg forWard. NeW york state likely Will reMove the i-81 viaduct aNd replace
it With a less divisive street that coNNects iNto the city grid. this Neighborhood, No loNger
plagued by i-81’s iNtrusioN, aNd sittiNg a tWeNty MiNute Walk iN either directioN froM the
heart of doWNtoWN aNd syracuse uNiversity’s caMpus, Will becoMe a NeW ceNter of
developMeNt aNd coNstructioN. therefore, this thesis creates a fraMeWork iN Which this
area caN be developed respoNsibly, iN a resilieNt aNd coMMuNity-focused MaNNer.
Walkability, as a coNditioN that alloWs for iNterestiNg aNd useful Walks oN a daily
basis, caN be applied to syracuse as the city’s urbaN core expaNds. doWNtoWN aNd
uNiversity hill are curreNtly separated by i-81, aNti-urbaN buildiNgs that igNore the
streets, parkiNg lots, aNd vacaNt fields. by tyiNg these areas together With this thesis,
the 15th Ward North, as Well as bluepriNt 15, caN help this city reach a critical Mass of
Walkable developMeNt to the poiNt Where syracuse caN becoMe a truly car-optioNal city
for all deMographics. WalkiNg Would coMfortably, iNterestiNgly, aNd usefully apply to
daily erraNds, tasks, aNd leisure. this creates a More eNjoyable, less expeNsive, aNd More
sustaiNable lifestyle.
occasioNal

plaNNed civic coNditioNs are Needed, but bottoM-up developMeNts are the

life of a successful city.

soMe urbaN developMeNts favor large goverNMeNtal prograMs
or big out-of-toWN developers. hoWever, to build local Wealth for all deMographics,
to create diversity aNd resilieNcy iN What is built, aNd to create diversity iN the users aNd
oWNers of buildiNgs aNd spaces, fiNe-graiNed iNcreMeNtal developMeNt is key.
parallax aNd the picturesque address the huMaN Need for flexibility aNd coMplexity aNd
place focus oN key MoMeNts WithiN space that draW people together aNd defiNe local
culture. these tools caN build aN icoNic aNd iNvitiNg iMage aNd experieNce of

syracuse.
this caN occur at both the scale of spaces aNd at the scale of buildiNg details.
iNfrastructure, Mixed-use developMeNt, socioecoNoMic equity, aNd buildiNg upoN extaNt
local ideNtity, geared toWards the pedestriaN, are esseNtial as supportiNg factors to take
the aspiratioNs of Walkability, fiNe-graiNedNess, aNd parallax out of theory, aNd iNto a
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MeaNiNgful experieNce for the people of syracuse.

Definitions
Walkability is a condition that allows for interesting and useful walks on a
daily basis. A daily basis refers to the physical ability and mental desirability
to complete all necessary and leisurely activities through pedestrian travel.
Fine-Grained Urbanism: A city of many small lots, small streets, and diverse stakeholders2. This allows for diversity in users, buildings, and owners.
Coarse-Grained Urbanism: A city of a few large lots, large streets, and
large stakeholders3.
Irregularity versus cohesion is the tension and interdependence of chaos
and order in urbanity. Either extreme alone would be undesirable. This is
assisted by a mix of bottom-up development and top-down civic places. There
should be enough cohesion to avoid harsh or divisive barriers to walkability.
Parallax is the “displacement of the apparent position of a body due to a change of
Bois4. As the observer moves, foreground objects appear to move more quickly past than do background objects. The
foreground objects therefore appear to conceal and reveal background objects. This
effect is heightened by irregular, complex compositions, especially at multiple scales.
position of the observer,” as defined by Yve-Alain

The Picturesque is an aesthetic created by inflection, variation, and irregularity that references human scale. It creates experiential inquisitiveness
through framed views and constant discovery.
Spatial Enclosure refers to the limits put on public space by street walls of
façades. This is necessary for experiential purposes, social interaction, efficiency, and crime reduction, because a focused public realm self-regulates.
6

Definitions
Imageability is the means by which a place is identifiable. This can be through
how civic buildings and spaces sit within a city’s urban fabric, as well as variety and cohesion within the urban fabric itself and its organizational layout.
Sustainability in walkable cities refers to how mixed-use density reduces
resource consumption, car usage, and alteration of natural lands per capita.
Infrastructure is a prerequisite for physically walkability and comfort. Pedestrian-focused dimensions, materials, seating, plantings, etc. are essential.
Human experience refers to physical and mental experiences in space, as well
as socioeconomic and physical accessibility. This includes connectivity, referring to intermediary social connections fostered by vibrant urban places.
Socioeconomic equity requires that people of all backgrounds can access,
feel safe in, live in, work in, and enjoy the same walkable urban places.
Local Identity requires respecting the extant context of a city. This includes
celebrating and leaving intact the past, while creating a future that is the
next increment of change that still strongly links back to the past. Context
consists of physical and socioeconomic site, urban, architectural, and public
space conditions. political, environmental, infrastructural, zoning, affordable housing, local business, developer-driven, demographic, and ownership
issues.
Picturesque walkable urbanism combines typical walkability theories with
ideas about picturesque and parallax-driven compositions, because places not
operating within these visual strategies are inherently less walkable due to
their lack of sparking human inquisitiveness or creating urban emphasis.
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Organic vs Controlled Urbanism
To show a variety in urban strategies, a matrix
of precedent urban conditions is constructed
here. This ranges from organic to controlled
urbanism.

Organic urbanism is more free-form
and is produced more often in a bottom-up
manner. Controlled urbanism is restrictive
and is produced through top-down methods
of planning. As a picturesque walkable city
contains a mix of top-down civic places with
bottom-up urban fabric, the picturesque
walkable city leans towards the organic end of
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Robert Venturi
“An architecture of complexity and contradiction does not forsake the whole. In fact, I have
referred to a special obligation toward the whole because the whole is difficult to achieve. And I
have emphasized the goal of unity rather than of simplification in an art ‘whose… truth [is] in its
totality’” (Venturi 89)31.
“An element of suspense is introduced when you move around the enormous building. You are aware
of elements related by inflection to elements already seen or not yet seen, like the unraveling of a
symphony” (Venturi 93-94)32.
“The difficult whole in an architecture of complexity and contradiction includes multiplicity and

diversity of elements in relationships that are inconsistent or among the weaker kinds perceptually”

(Venturi 89)33.

“An architecture of complexity and contradiction can acknowledge an expressive discontinuity,
which belies a certain structural continuity” (Venturi 97)34.

Robert Venturi views the difficult whole as a combination of complexity and contradiction,
creating inflection as a difficulty within a whole. The whole can be cohesive with inflected parts
or can be inflected with cohesive parts. Constant change and uniqueness embedded into the built
environment create suspense. In a pedestrian setting, the difficult whole can make urban walks into
more interesting endeavors.
While Venturi implements the difficult whole throughout his career as postmodernist architecture,
many of his examples are of a variety of historical periods. This includes the Palazzo Publico in
Siena, and the Piazza del Popolo in Rome.
The difficult whole, with its balance between cohesion and variety, is Venturi’s way of referring to
the picturesque.

10

Robert Venturi

Piazza del Popolo35
“At the scale of a town, inflection can come from the position of elements which are in themselves
uninflected. In the Piazza del Popolo the domes of the twin churches confirm each building as a
separate whole, but their single towers, symmetrical themselves, become inflected because of their
asymmetrical positions on each church. In the context of the piazza each building is a fragment of a
greater whole and a part of a gateway to the Corso” (Venturi 94)36.

Palazzo Publico37

3

“In Siena the distortion of its façade inflects the Palazzo Publico towards its dominating Piazza.
Here distortion is a method of confirming the whole rather than breaking it, as in the case of
contradiction accommodated” (Venturi 94)38.
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John Soane
“These works are inimitable examples of the power of variety of outline to please. A building to
please must produce different sensations from each different point of view. These effects will
never be completely attained without variety in heights as well as in the projections. It is chiefly the
inequalities of height which produce that prodigious play and movement in the outline, and make
the edifice important in very distant points of view, and more so as we approach nearer to it; and
finally it still improves upon us when we are sufficiently close to perceive all its parts in detail.
Such was the manner in which our forefathers designed their buildings, such was the effect they
frequently produced... Too great a variety of parts and movement in the exteriors of buildings, as
well as in their plans, is to be avoided as much as monotony. Variety may be carried to excess by too
many breaks and divisions: by a repetition of curves and undulating forms running into each other
without proper repose, the general effect is weakened, and the whole becomes confused instead
of producing that movement and variety which creates the most pleasing sensations and gives the
spectator an interest in the work before him.

A composition overcharged, although it may please the
ignorant, will not fail to make the judicious grieve” (Mallgrave 328)39.
John Soane views the aesthetic, experiential picturesque composition as a variety at different scales
of parts, outlines, and views. This should not be too varied as to reduce the variety to a difficult
chaos without a whole. He argues for this as a top-down creation of architectural form. However,
this can also be created through a mix of top-down planning and bottom-up developments.
Soane’s picturesque ideas are visible in the image below. On the left is Soane’s picturesque, complex,
and varied plan for the Bank of England, which is a framework for differing views. On the right is
the more orderly Beaux-Arts redesign, which is missing variety and instead is a cohesive whole.
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40

Léon Krier
The upper sketch by Krier points to typology and mixed uses as the source of variation in cities.
In the modern built environment, fewer typologies and separation of uses create architectural
stutter. Therefore, a typologically driven mixed-use urbanism is necessary for creating
picturesque architectural speech. Below are a plan and elevation of Krier’s design for Atlantis
in Tenerife. Both of these drawings contain variations that make up a picturesque walkable city.
The irregularities in plan especially point to the picturesque sensibilities of Soane in his Bank of
England.
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43
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Léon Krier
The first of these two drawings represents most American cities today, as a grid system. The image
on the right shows a potential modification of a grid intersection to bring focus to a monument
with variety and experiential perspectives with visual focus, as opposed to unfocused cohesion. This
creates a more interesting city, with a productive tension and interdependence between the civic
realm and the economic realm.
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44

45

Léon Krier

46

In the original version of this drawing, Krier argued that the city is a sum of unique public
architecture and conforming market-driven buildings. The city does not exist without a combination
of both.
This modified drawing describes the city of this combination as a difficult whole, of the difficult
combination of varying civic and vernacular typologies. This is the true city. The opposite, the false
city, is one without the careful balance between variety and cohesion. The true city is irregular and
inflected. The false city more closely follows modernist or city beautiful ideologies. This project
does not attempt to impose this structure upon the existing city. Instead, it views this diagram as a
collection of parts that make up the ideal city, ideally developed mostly bottom-up.
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Léon Krier
The first of these two images represents traditional architecture as more picturesque than modern
architecture. This is due to the continual discovery as an observer moves towards a building
containing detail at many resolutions. The second of these two images represents the variety
created by additive, fine-grained city blocks, as being more interesting and picturesque than that of
buildings that take up an entire block.
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Léon Krier
Krier proposed to infill much of the Capitol Hill area of Washington, DC. This part of the city is
disjointed and cannot be experienced at the human scale. Within this infill, Krier adds imageable,
varied elements with picturesque views. This includes human scale public spaces, canals, and
streetscapes that more narrowly focus in views towards monuments and important government
buildings.
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Léon Krier
In perspectives such as this one, Krier designs the city to match his ideas of varied fine-grained
vernacular winding streetscapes, punctuated by coarse-grained monuments. Within the economic
realm of the city, the buildings are on small lots, varying slightly in heights and details. Within
the civic realm, public spaces and streets open up to bring monuments directly into the line of view,
as opposed to the typical American condition of the city shown in Krier’s drawing, The Old Four
Corners USA.

50

18

A Picturesque Stroll Around Clara-Clara
The following quotes are from Yve-Alain Bois’s article, A Picturesque Stroll Around ClaraClara, in reference to Richard Serra’s Clara-Clara sculpture that he described as picturesque.
Alain Bois argues for an inherent connection between the picturesque and the human scale. This
is due to the need for walking through spaces that are in relation to the human scale in order to
perceive ever-changing spatial relationships of a picturesque, irregular, varied condition. Further,
he argues that the picturesque should be experientially and not planimetrically designed.

“‘What most people know of Smithson’s Spiral Jetty, for example, is an image shot from a
helicopter. When you actually see the work, it has none of that purely graphic character.... But if
you reduce sculpture to the flat plane of the photograph... [y]ou’re denying the temporal experience
of the work... you’re denying the real content of the work” (Bois 32)51.
“Animosity towards aerial photography plunges us into the very heart of the experience of the
picturesque. Why this animosity? Because aerial photography produces a ‘Gestalt reading’ of the
operation... The multiplicity of views is what is destroyed by aerial photography (a theological point
of view par excellence), and the multiplicity of views is the question opened by the picturesque, its
knot of contradiction” (Bois 34)52.
“The dialectic of walking and looking into the landscape establishes the sculptural experience”
(Bois 34)53.
“‘What has hitherto most retarded the progress of taste, in buildings as well as in gardens, is
the bad practice of catching the effect of the picture in the ground plan instead of catching the
ground plan in the effect of the picture’” (Bois

37)54.

“‘Paralax, from Greek parallaxis, ‘change,’ displacement of the apparent position of a body, due to a
change of position of the observer’... Serra is right to express his reservations and refer to speak of
the work in terms of parallax and the progress of the spectator, since in no way does he work with
a view to the recognition of a geometric form in his sculpture” (Bois 40-46)55.
“Sight Point seems at first ‘to fall right to left, make an X, and straighten itself out to a truncated
pyramid. That would occur three times as you walked around.’ Or again, see how the upper edge
of the Rotary Arc seems sometimes to curve toward the sky, sometimes toward the ground, how
its concavity is curtailed before the moving spectator discovers a convexity whose end he cannot
see, how this convexity is then flattened to the point of becoming a barely rounded wall, until this
regularity is suddenly broken and in some way turned inside out like a glove when the spectator
ascends a flight of steps” (Bois

40)56.
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A Picturesque Stroll Around Clara-Clara
“It is necessary to break the assurance of the organ of vision, eliminate the presumption of ‘Gestalt,’
and recall to the spectator’s body, its indolence and weight, its material existence. ‘The foot should
never travel to [the object] by the same path which the eye has travelled over before’” (Bois 43)57.
“The Classical notion of design, whether in gardens of buildings, regarded the totality of such
schemes as forming a single unified and immediately intelligible composition, of which the elements
were subdivisions constituting smaller but still harmoniously related parts, [the picturesque garden
was] on the contrary, designed in accordance with a diametrically opposite intention, for here the
overall concept was carefully hidden” (Bois 43-44)58.
“the curved walls of these arcs are not vertical - the first fact that the plan doesn’t tell us... one
logical conclusion would be to have the walls each lean in the opposite direction, each towards the
inside of its own curve. But Serra’s intervention - the second element not apparent from the plan lies in having broken this symmetry by using what forms the top of one of these arcs as the base for
the other... Thanks to this reversal, the two walls lean in the same direction... this will increase, as
one can imagine, the play of parallax. In walking inside

Clara-Clara, going toward the bottleneck

that these two arcs form at their middle, the spectator constantly has the strange impression that

one wall goes ‘faster’ than the other, that the right and left sides of his body are not synchronized.

Having passed through the bottleneck, which reveals to him the reason for his strange feeling... the
symmetry of this effect is foreseeable, but not the surprise that accompanies it” (Bois 48-49)59.
“Serra... is interested in abrupt discontinuities... he speaks of ‘memory and anticipation’ as ‘vehicles
of perception’ for his sculptures, both of them being dialectically opposed in order to prevent ‘good
form,’ a ‘Gestalt’ image, or a pattern of identity from taking over” (Bois 53)60.
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Clara-Clara by Richard Serra

61

Gordon Cullen: The Concise Townscape
In The Concise Townscape, Cullen looks at the potential of slight planimetric variations to create
an experience of continual change and discovery as one walks through the city. This experience
relates to the picturesque, which sparks interest in the viewer through sudden variations and
parallax, as defined in A Picturesque Stroll Around Clara-Clara.
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Kevin Lynch: The Image of the City
In his book, The Image of the City, Kevin Lynch argues for urban imageability and discusses factors that make cities
imageable, which is a combination of mapability and memorability. The following five elements of city imageability,
when brought together as a mix of cohesive character and variety in points of reference, can produce a memorable
and navigable city that brings a sense of place and uniqueness to parts of the city and to the city as a whole.
Lynch also describes how imageable elements can create a picturesque experience. “Where the journey contains such
a series of distinct events, a reaching and passing of one sub-goal after another, the trip itself takes on meaning and
becomes an experience in its own right. Observers are impressed, even in memory, by the apparent ‘kinesthetic’ quality
of a path, the sense of motion along it: turning, rising, falling... Objects along the path can be arranged to sharpen
the effect of motion parallax or perspective, or the course of the path ahead may be made visible. The dynamic shaping of the movement line will give it identity and will produce a continuous experience over time” (Lynch 97-98)63.

The Five Elements of City Imageability
“1. Paths are the channels along which the observer customarily, occasionally, or potentially moves. They may be
streets, walkways, transit lines, canals, railroads. For many people, these are the predominant elements in their
image. People observe the city while moving through it, and along these paths the other environmental elements are
arranged and related.
2. Edges are the linear elements not used or considered as paths by the observer. They are the boundaries between
two phases, linear breaks in continuity... Such edges may be barriers... or they may be seams... although probably not
as dominant as paths, are for many people important organizing features...
3. Districts are the medium-to-large sections of the city, conceived of as having two-dimensional extent, which
the observer mentally enters “inside of,” and which are recognizable as having some common, identifying character.
Always identifiable from the inside, they are also used for exterior reference if visible from the outside...
4. Nodes are points, the strategic spots in a city into which an observer can enter, and which are the intensive foci
to and from which he is traveling. They may be primarily junctions, places of a break in transportation, a crossing or
convergence of paths, moments of shift from one structure to another. Or the nodes may be simply concentrations,
which gain their importance from being the condensation of some use or physical character, as a street-corner
hangout or an enclosed square... The concept of node is related to the concept of path, since junctions are typically
the convergence of paths, events on the journey. It is similarly related to the concept of district, since cores are
typically the intensive foci of districts, their polarizing center...
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5. Landmarks are another type of point-reference, but in this case the observer does not enter within them, they
are external. They are usually a rather simply defined physical object: building, sign, store, or mountain. Their use
involves the singling our of one element from a host of possibilities. Some landmarks are distant ones, typically
seen from many angles and distances, over the tops of smaller elements, and used as radial references... Other
landmarks are primarily local, being visible only in restricted localities and from certain approaches. These are the
innumerable signs, store fronts, trees, doorknobs, and other urban derail, which fill in the image of most observers”
(Lynch 47-48)64.

Allan B. Jacobs: Great Streets
Jacobs’s book, Great Streets, depicts and discusses the qualities of streets throughout the world
with perspectives, plans, and sections. These streets, most of them great or once-great, show how
the nuanced inflections of the design of the linear portions of the public realm can breathe life into
cities. Jacobs contends that there are seven essential characteristics of great streets, and thirteen
additional factors that are helpful but not always necessary65.

Seven Essential Characteristics of Great Streets:
Places for people to walk with some leisure
Physical comfort
Definition of the street
Qualities that engage the eye
Transparency of the edges
Complementarity
Maintenance
Quality of construction and design
Thirteen Optional Characteristics of Great Streets:
Trees
Beginnings and endings
Many buildings rather than few; diversity
Special design features: details
Places: public spaces and variations in street width
Accessibility
Density
Diverse uses
Length: not too infinitely long
Slope: gradual changes in elevation
Parking: designed to compliment the street life
Contrast: variety between different streets
Time: incremental development is varied and interesting
“There is magic to great streets. We are attracted to the best of them not because we have to
go there but because we want to be there. The best are as joyful as they are utilitarian. They
are entertaining and they are open to all. They permit anonymity at the same time as individual
recognition. They are symbols of a community and of its history; they represent a public memory.
They are places for escape and romance, places to act and dream” (Jacobs 11)66.
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Allan B. Jacobs: Via dei Giubbonari
This street in Rome contains a slight curve in plan and a variation in storefronts and entrances,
with a small piazza to the side. These all operate with parallax and the picturesque, as do varying
façade treatments and a diverse mix of buildings in this fine-grain part of Rome. Below, market and
church typologies also create inflection within a mostly residential and commercial vernacular
fabric

(Jacobs 22-26)67.

68
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Allan B. Jacobs: Strøget
On Strøget in Copenhagen: “Squares or pladser along its longer route... are places to stop, to sit,
places where there is more light and where there are breaks on the narrow path. People do gather
at them, local people, not just visitors. The pladser are the settings for formal and informal entertainments that last long hours. Each is different from the next, but there are always restaurants or
coffee shops on a square, as well as food stalls and other attractions” (Jacobs 27)72.
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Allan B. Jacobs: Cours Mirabeau
Though the Cours Mirabeau in Paris is wide and planned top-down in a regular fashion, it has
its moments of the picturesque, such as the view of a statue at the bottom right, with a layer of
trees behind it, and a layer of varying fine-grain buildings behind that. This layering creates a more
interesting pedestrian experience (Jacobs 46-50)75.
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Allan B. Jacobs: Market Street
Market Street in San Fransisco was a better street in 1957 than it was in 1992. The most obvious
difference is 1992’s lack of a streetcar system. Just as importantly, the urban fabric became more
coarse-grained, with a few number of large buildings taking the place of many small buildings. The
lack of diversity of programs has deadened the street (Jacobs 85-92)79.
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Allan B. Jacobs: Las Ramblas
Las Ramblas in Barcelona is an interesting precedent for a boulevard. The median is a wide
pedestrian walkway, which inverts the relationship between people and cars, giving priority to foot
traffic. This also breaks up the width of the car lanes, increasing the ease of crossing. While this
all could be done in a regularized fashion, the street, the plantings, and other objects on the
median vary in width and placement. This creates inflection and variety for a better picturesque
experience.
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Allan B. Jacobs: Streets of Bologna
Bologna’s main city streets contain covered walkways at either side. While some of these, such as
the one in the bottom center image, are cohesive, others, like the one in the bottom left image, are
varied difficult whole conditions. The complex way that these streets converge at the irregular
central square of the city creates variety, inflection, and a different experience from each direction
that sparks interest for the viewer and encourages the viewer to continue moving in order to
experience the space from multiple angles.
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Allan B. Jacobs: Layout of Streets
“Major cities of the same general development period may share many overall structural
similarities, but their street and block patterns are often easily distinguishable... For similarity, one
anticipates United States grid plan cities... blocks and the widths of streets appear similar in such
cities” (Jacobs 255)88. Jacobs argues that American gridded cities are too cohesive and regular to
be distinguishable or unique. This problem is avoided in uniquely organized picturesque cities.

Difficult Whole Cities
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Cohesive Cities
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Allan B. Jacobs: Boston Over Time
“One hundred years ago, Boston’s downtown area had
over 400 intersections and approximately 276 blocks.
In two-dimensional layout, scale, and complexity, it
compared with cities like Rome, Bologna, and Paris...
By the 1980s, Boston’s downtown had more than
170 fewer intersections and about 100 fewer blocks...
Highway and public redevelopment projects took their
toll... Small city blocks became consolidated into fewer
but larger blocks... The land went not only to fewer
and larger landholders-developers, but also to large
public institutional developers... favors bigness and
wealth at the expense of participation by large numbers
of smaller actors” (Jacobs

264-265)90. Not only has
the simplification of Boston’s street network reduced
the human scale of the city, but it has also decreased
the diversity of stakeholders in development. Thus, this
is the loss of both physical and socioeconomic vibrancy
and diversity.
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Camillo Sitte
In 1800s Vienna, Camillo Sitte was concerned with a loss of traditional, irregular, varied urban
fabric to a more modern, geometric, cohesive city. The Ringstrasse was nearing completion, as
depicted in the bottom left image. He was interested in nuance instead of this imposed order. This
includes the irregularity of streetscapes and public spaces such as the Piazza Erbe in Verona,
shown in the bottom center image. This, with its fine-grained and asymmetric enclosure of varying
buildings, and its angular shape, creates interest in the viewer, as opposed to the disorder of such
spaces that was assumed by the modern planners of both Sitte’s time and today. To this point, he
says,
“‘The typical irregularity of these old squares indicates their gradual historical development. We
are rarely mistaken in attributing the existence of these windings to practical causes—the presence
of a canal, the lines of an old roadway, or the form of a building. Everyone knows from personal
experience that these disruptions in symmetry are not unsightly. On the contrary, they arouse our
interest as much as they appear natural, and preserve a picturesque character.”92
Referencing the statue of David in Florence on the right, Sitte argued also for the placement of
objects such as statues in public spaces not as an afterthought, and also not to be automatically
centered at a geometric axis. Rather, nuance of the activation of the space’s edges should serve as a
guide as to where statues and other small urban objects should be located. These locations should
also stand in contrast to the statues themselves, as an ordinary edge condition can magnify the
grandeur of an already important adjacent statue. If objects are instead placed in the center of
open spaces, large distances between people and the objects will lessen their effects93.
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Jane Jacobs
Jane Jacobs published her book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, in 1961. This was a
critique of top-down city planning that separates uses, imposes an abstract order, deconstructs
city streets, increases crime rates, and deadens the life of cities.
Jane Jacobs lived in a difficult whole of a neighborhood, Greenwich Village, in New York City.
This area contained a less regular grid of streets than much of manhattan, with small blocks,
fine-grained urbanism, and bottom-up community vibrancy of a thriving competitive small-business
capitalism. She observed the failures of government-facilitated urban development projects like
those in New York, with anti-urban spaces, harsh divisions between districts, a lack of enclosure
of public spaces, and a prevention of mixing between residential, commercial, institutional, and
industrial uses. Mixed uses, she argues, are necessary in order to have a steady, diverse stream of
people throughout all times of day and during the night, as well as for convenience of people in a
particular area.

The following quotes take a somewhat libertarian view of the city. The city, in order to maximize
potential vibrancy, must embrace the seemingly chaotic natural order of a diverse, grassroots
urban economy. Trying to equalize or impose order deadens the city and takes away prerequisites for
vibrance and resiliency. A fine-grained, bottom-up city is necessary.
“Cities are an immense laboratory of trial and error, failure and success, in city building and city
design” (Jacobs 6)97.
“There is a quality even meaner than out-right ugliness or disorder, and this meaner quality is the
dishonest mask of predestined order, achieved by ignoring or suppressing the real order that is
struggling to exist and to be served” (Jacobs 15)98.
“Extraordinary governmental financial incentives have been required to achieve this degree of
monotony, sterility and vulgarity. Decades of preaching, writing and exhorting by experts have
gone into convincing us and our legislators that mush like this must be good for us, as long as it
comes bedded with grass” (Jacobs 7)99.
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Jane Jacobs
Here, Jacobs focuses on the North End in Boston. This is an anecdote that deals with the constant
tension between the beautiful, resilient, vibrant chaos of the invisible order found in bottom-up
city districts, and the planners and others in positions of power that want to suppress this in the
name of order, modernism, the city beautiful, perfection, and cultural preferences. Despite the
evidence and experience that proves the resiliency and strength of the urban difficult whole that

North End even under difficult circumstances, those with preconceived ideas about order,
cohesiveness, and clarity without variety viewed this incredible place as something that must be
cleansed of imperfections.
was the

“Consider, for example, the orthodox planning reaction to a district called the North End in
Boston. This is an old, low-rent area merging into the heavy industry of the waterfront, and
it is officially considered Boston’s worst slum and civic shame. It embodies attributes which all
enlightened people know are evil because so many wise men have said they are evil... When I saw the
North End again in 1959, I was amazed at the change... I looked down a narrow alley, thinking
to find at least here the old, squalid North End, but no: more neatly repointed brickwork, new
blinds, and a burst of music as a door opened... Mingled all among the buildings for living were an
incredible number of splendid food stores, as well as such enterprises as upholstery making, metal
working, carpentry, food processing. The streets were alive with children playing, people shopping,
people strolling, people talking. Had it not been a cold January day, there would surely have been
people sitting... this stick me, with relief, as the healthiest place in the city. But I could not imagine
where the money had come from for the rehabilitation, because it is almost impossible today to get
any appreciable mortgage money in districts of American cities that are not either high-rent, or else
imitations of suburbs... and called a Boston planner I know. ‘Why in the world are you down in
the North End?’ he said. ‘Money? Why, no money or work has gone into the North End. Nothing’s
going on down there. Eventually yes, but not yet. That’s a slum!... It has two hundred and seventyfive dwelling units to the net acre! I hate to admit we have anything like that in Boston, but it’s
a fact.’ ‘Do you have any other figures on it?’ I asked. ‘Yes, funny thing. It has among the lowest
delinquency, disease and infant mortality rates in the city. It also has the lowest ratio of rent to
income in the city. Boy, are those people getting bargains... the TB death rate is very low... can’t
understand it, it’s lower even than Brookline’s... ‘I know how you feel,’ he said. ‘I often go down
there myself just to walk around the streets and feel that wonderful, cheerful street life. Say,
what you ought to do, you ought to come back and go down in the summer if you think it’s fun
now. You’d be crazy about it in the summer. But of course we have to rebuild it eventually. We’ve
got to get those people off the streets” (Jacobs 8-9)100.
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Jane Jacobs
The following quote describes a variety of planning movements, from both modern and preindustrial areas, that were interested in cleansing the city of complexities and replacing it with an unadaptive, rigorous system. The more classically-inspired City Beautiful and the more modern Garden
City and Radiant City ideas all stand opposed to the difficult urban whole of bottom-up urbanism.
“The architecture of the City Beautiful centers went out of style. But the idea behind the centers
was not questioned, and it has never had more force than it does today. The idea of sorting out
certain cultural or public functions and decontaminating their relationship with the workday city

Garden City teachings. The conceptions have harmoniously merged, much
as the Garden City and the Radiant City merged, into a sort of Radiant Garden City Beautiful,
such as the immense Lincoln Square project for New York, in which a monumental City Beautiful
cultural center is among a series of adjoining Radiant City and Garden City housing, shopping and
campus centers. And by analogy, the principles of sorting out - and of bringing order by repression
of all plans but the planners’ - have been easily extended to all manner of city functions, until
today a land-use master plan for a big city is largely a matter of proposed placement, often in
relation to transportation, of many series of decontaminated sortings” (Jacobs 25)101.
dovetailed nicely with the

essential characteristics of great streets are: definition, eyes on the street, and continuous use.

“A city street equipped to handle strangers, and to make a safety asset, in itself, out of the presence
of strangers... must have three main qualities: First, there must be a clear demarcation between
what is public space and what is private space... Second, there must be eyes upon the street, eyes
belonging to those we might call the natural proprietors of the street... And third, the sidewalk
must have users on it fairly continuously, both to add to the number of effective eyes on the street
and to induce the people in buildings along the street to watch the sidewalk” (Jacobs 35)102.
This depicts a picturesque beauty of the diversity of mixed use, walkable cities. Variety creates
interest for the viewer, as in a complex ballet. A unified, separated-use city creates a less varied and
less interesting non-picturesque beauty of the simple precision-minded dance that Jacobs describes.
“Under the seeming disorder of the old city, wherever the old city is working successfully, is
a marvelous order for maintaining the safety of the streets and the freedom of the city. It is a
complex order. Its essence is intricacy of sidewalk use, bringing with it a constant succession of
eyes. This order is all composed of movement and change, and although it is life, not art, we may
fancifully call it the art form of the city and liken it to the dance — not to a simple-minded
precision dance with everyone kicking up at the same time, twirling in unison and bowing off en
masse, but to an intricate ballet in which the individual dancers and ensembles all have distinctive
parts which miraculously reinforce each other and compose an orderly whole. The ballet of the
good city sidewalk never repeats itself from place to place, and in any once place is always replete
with new improvisations” (Jacobs 50)103.
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Charles Marohn: Strong Towns
a more bottom-up approach exists that shares similar urbanist tendencies with the top-down

New
Urbanist approach. Strong Towns is a movement of incremental, market-driven, fine-grained urbanism, designed to strengthen the resilience and wealth of communities. This builds upon the
bottom-up tradition of Jane Jacobs. The variety of authors of the city, the fine-grained approach,
and the indeterminacy over time of the city’s development allows for an even more difficult whole
than in the New Urbanism. This difficult whole is physical, in terms of a variety of small-lot urban
structures built in many ways and many eras. It is also a difficult whole socioeconomically due to
the large number of small stakeholders, businesses, and diversity of resident populations in a finegrained city as opposed to a coarse-grained one. On the less private side of development in Strong
Towns thinking, tactical urbanism, incremental infrastructure systems, and incremental transportation development create indeterminacy, variety, and resiliency towards a picturesque condition more
authentic than many top-down new urbanist plans. Without the fine-grained difficult urban whole,
course-grained urban places can lose much of their vibrancy, as is shown in Boston below104.

Fine-Grained Urbanism, Downtown Boston, 8:30 am Saturday105

Coarse-Grained Urbanism, Downtown Boston, 8:30 am Saturday106
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Charles Marohn: Strong Towns

Fine-Grained Urbanism, Hoboken107

Coarse-Grained Urbanism, Hoboken108

Fine-Grained Urbanism109

Coarse-Grain Urbanism
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Jeff Speck: Walkable City
The Ten Steps of Walkability110
The Useful Walk:
Step 1: Put Cars in Their Place. (Cities should be built around people, not traffic studies.
Step 2: Mix the Uses. (This allows for walkable distances to errands, enlivening the street)
Step 3: Get the Parking Right. (Intrusive parking can deaden a city)
Step 4: Let Transit Work. (Transit is key to connect various parts of a walkable city)
The Safe Walk
Step 5: Protect the Pedestrian. (The pedestrian should feel safe from cars)
Step 6: Welcome Bikes. (Multimodal transportation is key)
The Comfortable Walk
Step 7: Shape the Spaces. (Give an edge to the public realm)
Step 8: Plant Trees. (The most return on investment for streetscape improvements)
The Interesting Walk
Step 9: Make Friendly and Unique Faces. (Inviting façades)
Step 10: Pick Your Winners. (Focus walkability improvements in key areas)

Without these ten steps, people will avoid walking and will not have a good experience while
walking in cities. If walking is not useful, city streets will be vacant of people running dayto-day errands. If it is not safe, people will avoid walking due to risk adversity. If the walk is
not comfortable, people may go out of their way to walk less and more quickly to return to
comfortable private spaces. If the walk is not interesting, people will find less enjoyment and pride in
the city and will limit walking in a similar fashion to those who find the walk to be uncomfortable.
Less walking means a deadened public realm and lessened social interaction.
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Jeff Speck: Walkable City
“I specialize in downtowns, and when I am hired to make a downtown plan, I like to move there with
my family, preferably for at least a month. There are many reasons to move to a city while you plan
it. First, it’s more efficient in terms of travel and setting up meetings... Second, it allows you to
truly get to know a place, to memorize every building, street, and block. It also gives you the chance
to get familiar with the locals over coffee, dinners in people’s homes, drinks in neighborhood pubs,
and during chance encounters on the street. These nonmeeting meetings are when most of the real
intelligence gets collected. There are all great reasons. But the main reason to spend time in a city
is to live the life of a citizen” (Speck 8)111.
This is relevant to this thesis due to the importance of choosing a site. As the site for this thesis
is the northern 15th Ward of Syracuse, it is important that someone designing a large infill
development plan lives here first to understand the neighborhood. I lived here for one semester
prior to thesis preparation, and for two semesters during the research and design phases of this
project. I lived the life of a citizen in this neighborhood, and I walked everywhere. This gave me an
important understanding of this place that is necessary for this type of thesis project.

“The main thing that makes Rome - and the other winners: Venice, Boston, San Francisco,
Barcelona, Amsterdam, Prague, Paris, and New York - so walkable is what we planners call ‘fabric,’
the everyday collection of streets, blocks, and buildings that tie the monuments together. Despite
its many technical failures, Rome’s fabric is superb. Yet fabric is one of several key aspects of urban
design that are missing from the walkability discussion in most places. This is because that discussion
has been about creating adequate and attractive pedestrian facilities, rather than walkable cities”
(Speck 10)112.
Here, Speck argues that urban fabric is the crucial factor in urban walkability. Many of the
cities listed in this quote have poor pedestrian facilities, but they still attract local and tourist
pedestrians due to their high-quality urban fabric. Therefore, the urban fabric should be the most
important focus of a thesis project focusing on the infill of an urban neighborhood. The pedestrian
facilities, while important, are secondary to the fabric of the city.
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Philip Langdon: Within Walking Distance
In his book, Within Walking Distance, Langdon looks at how the walkability of vastly different
American neighborhoods with different demographics benefits all people, such as through distaster
resiliency, low startup costs and street life for small businesses, community organizing, social
interaction, convenience, and a freedom from driving. He also discusses contributing factors to
walkability, such as “third places” like cafes, community centers, etc., institutions, transit, a variety
of public spaces, safety, integrated and undifferentiated subsidized housing, small blocks, public restrooms, incremental development, connectivity to other neighborhoods, density, form-based zoning, locations of city services and administration, variety in scales, and diversity in housing types113.
Below are the example neighborhoods that Langdon uses to argue for walkability:
Center City, Philadelhpia: “In bad times and in good.... [there has been a] blossoming of neighborhoods both in and just beyond the city’s core” (Langdon 9)114.
East Rock, New Haven: “East Rock has created a series of outdoor and indoor gathering places,
dramatically changing the atmosphere of the neighborhood’s central corridor” (Langdon 9)115.
Brattleboro, Vermont: “[The] Main Street business district has been tenaciously defended by
residents, merchants, artists, and government” (Langdon 10)116.
Little Village, Chicago: “Chicago’s Little Village, the largest Mexican American community in the
Midwest, draws strength from the Chicago street grid, a dense population, experienced community
organizers, and the talents of mural painters, among others. Little Village has created new parks,
built new schools, counteracted gangs, and, during a relentless heat wave, kept vulnerable elderly
residents alive” (Langdon 10)117.
Pearl District, Portland: “Next is the Pearl District in Portland, Oregon, where a network of
small blocks, many of them carved out of a former rail yard, contains buildings old and new, including housing, retail, offices, and cultural institutions... the Pearl District is the most outstanding edge-of-downtown district created in any US city since the beginning of the New Urbanism
movement. A long-term agreement between the city and a major developer led to development of a
streetcar line, new parks, and a substantial volume of affordable housing” (Langdon 10)118.
Cotton District, Starkville: “I tell the story of the Cotton District in Starkville, Mississippi,
where one man, Dan Camp, who started out as an instructor of shop teachers, transformed a
dilapidated ten-block area over more than forty years. The cotton district, formerly a leftover part
40 of town, has now become the liveliest neighborhood in Starkville” (Langdon 10)119.

Duany & Plater-Zyberk: New Urbanism
Andres Duany and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk founded the New Urbanist movement. This was a
reaction to automobile-centric planning in the twentieth century. They sought to create new
walkable, human-focused communities, based originally on the main streets and residential areas
of small town America. This is often implemented through smart codes and form-based codes,
which zone land not based on use, but by form and appearance. This creates a cohesion through
common setbacks, form, heights, and often style of details. However, variety is created when
these codes are used, as there is some variety between properties in a new urbanist community when
they are developed and designed by different people. important buildings are designed while the
economic realm of the city or town is merely a vague suggestion, left to zoning codes and various
designers120. The result is picturesque.

Since the founding of New Urbanism, the movement has evolved. Traditionally, many new urbanist
communities were bedroom communities. Newer New Urbanist designs have become interested in
creating places of integrated work and residence. This is the aspect of New Urbanism in which this
thesis project is interested. On the next page, the first three images represent communities that
have been designed as infill to existing cities, within Portland Maine, Providence, and Newburgh,
respectively. The fourth image, of Poundbury, is an extension to the existing walkable town of
Dorchester, UK. The fifth image is a new town surrounding a rural hospital, providing a walkable
live/work community for those employed where there currently is none. The last five images,
while spatially and architecturally interesting, are not as relevant to this thesis in terms of their
situation in regard to their surrounding contexts. In addition, some new urbanist communities are
of a generic historic urban quality. Some are given a varied quality in a way that frames picturesque
views. The latter of these two types of new urbanism is of interest to this thesis.
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Duany & Plater-Zyberk
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Missing Middle housing, one of the ideas of New Urbanism, includes a variety of medium
density typologies that replace the lost housing stock that was demolished during urban renewal
and white flight from cities. In some cases, where this gradient of medium density housing was
nonexistent or insufficient, missing middle housing is not a recreation of the old city, but an

improvement upon it. This includes typologies such as the duplex, fourplex, rowhouse, triple-decker,
live/work, small multifamily, and mixed-use multifamily. This creates variety in types of walkable

neighborhoods and downtown-adjacent places, providing multiple kinds of walkable living choices,
price points, and environments for different kinds of families, instead of the current insufficient
duality between high-density downtowns and low-density suburbs.

As this thesis is looking at a

downtown-adjacent condition, missing middle housing is an important component to differentiate
this area from downtown and to create a more diverse urban experience.

Missing middle housing

New Urbanist Transect. In this gradient of urban density,
T4: General Urban Zone is especially absent in many American cities132.
occupies the medium density zones of the
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David Sim: Soft City
In his book, Soft City, David Sim argues for a comfortable and varied urban experience. He makes his
arguments in part through the following series of diagrams. The first echoes the New Urbanist idea
of missing middle housing. Sim argues that the city is incomplete without this human-scale alternative to overcrowding and isolative sparseness. In the second drawing, Sim discusses the scale of the
individual building and sequence. He shows that ease of entering and exiting a building from any
one point should require minimal effort, which favors small buildings and many entrances instead
of block-sized coarse-grained urbanism with few entrances, elevators, and long hallways. In the
third diagram, layering of programs within buildings is shown to create vibrancy. In the last diagram, interactions between the building and exterior spaces occurs through various walk-straightout spaces that allow people on every floor of a building to effortlessly access the outdoors without going up or down. This encourages more frequent interactions with the street and exterior.
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David Sim: Soft City
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The first image depicts a forest as an analogy
to the city. The forest at the top is natural
and self-sustaining. If part of the forest
fails, diversity keeps this complex system
operational. In a monoculture plantation
of trees, one failure can wipe out the whole
“forest.” Therefore, this cohesive whole lacks
the variety that creates resiliency. The same
diversity or lack thereof can make a city
resilient or fragile.

In the second image, one type of diversity is
depicted in terms of retail depths. A variety
of types of retail spaces, as well as other
diversities within program types, can help
create the resilience shown in the diagram
of the forest, while giving people access to a

wide variety of types of stores and products.

The final image on this page shows a
condition of a sidewalk pattern extending
across a secondary street, to prioritize

pedestrian movement over car movement.
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Small urban features such as this one can
make a large difference in the quality of the
public realm.
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David Sim: Soft City
Much of David Sim’s work in this book refers to perimeter block housing. This can be a
useful typology to consider for this thesis project. Each of these small diagrams depicts
one of the many benefits of this type of urban housing organizational system. These
benefits address social environmental, experiential, walkability, and diversity-related
issues.
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David Sim: Soft City
Both of these drawings
show different ways of
creating urban diversity
and resiliency.

The first is a section of
a Parisian apartment
building in 1852. This
depicts a variation in
socioeconomic standing
based on level of the
building. This creates
diversity within the
building, street, block, and
neighborhood.

The second drawing
shows how fine-grained
urbanism can accommodate
a wide variety of people,

programmatic variations,
and stakeholders. This

creates a city that is more
picturesque, more resilient,
meets a larger range
of needs, and is more
inclusive.

On the following page,
Sim diagrams nine criteria
for livable urban density.
These criteria help to
create a more humanscale, pleasant, equitable,
and inflected city.
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David Sim: Soft City
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David Sim: Soft City
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Urbanism: GreeningUSA
GreeningUSA, a Syracuse-based organization focused on ideas about sustainable communities,
address issues of physical, political, socioeconomic, and resilience concerns. This is in a similar
strain of thinking as much of Strong Towns and New Urbanism.

“The Twelve Overall Policies for Sustainable Communities:
GreeningUSA believes that the following twelve overall policies, based on the ‘12 Traits of Sustainable
Communities’ should guide communities in the setting of their own public policy, decision making and public
administration. Local communities are encouraged to adopt these overall and specific policies and practices as part
of their own local governance.
1. Government Leadership in Sustainability - Overall Policy: In light of the unique ability of local government to
broadly influence the environment, the economy, and the social equity of a local community, local government
leaders must actively create public policy and support specific efforts to achieve long-term sustainability in their
communities. These actions can be coordinated with any related state or federal actions, but in the absence of state
or federal action, local governments are in the unique position to forge local sustainability initiatives. In addition,
local government leaders must act with the long term interest of their communities in mind over short term
measures which may compromise true sustainability.

2. Local Economic Resilience - Overall Policy: Considering the necessity of local economic diversity, efforts

must be supported that introduce a variety of economic activity into the local area while serving local and nonlocal markets. It is crucial, however, that such activity take place with respect for the environmental in terms of
minimizing the overall environmental impact of the business operations.

Such economic activity must also address

social equity concerns by offering a range of employment levels and opportunities so that all members of the
community can continue to earn a living wage and possess the opportunity for career growth. In short, social

equity and the environment do not need to be sacrificed in the interest of a sustainable economy, rather all three
support each other.

3. Sustainable Land Use Planning - Overall Policy: Communities should create, maintain and adhere to a balanced
approach to comprehensive, sustainable, land-use plans and procedures to guide all land-use and development
decision making. The community plan should balance environmental, economic and social equity objectives. It should
also be based on the principles of ‘smart growth’ such as multi-use zoning to diversify districts and provide citizens
with as many livable resources as possible within reach of public transportation or walking.
4. Sustainable Transportation and Mobility - Overall Policy: A transportation system must be in place that
balances multiple public and private mobility options to residents and visitors. This system shall meet the needs of
vehicular, pedestrian and non-motorized vehicle (bicycle) traffic while offering and including public, private and
mass transit options suitable to the community’s needs. All options should be cost-effective, yet not cost prohibitive
for users, and minimize environmental impacts while providing equal opportunity access for all.
5. Water Related Infrastructure - Overall Policy: Intentional, proactive planning and implementation measures
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Urbanism: GreeningUSA
to protect the quality and quantity of water in local natural sources and use it efficiently must be put in place.

Similarly, the updating of waste water systems including the installation of natural, “green infrastructure” measures
that reduce the need for storm drainage, should be advanced. These measures should apply to all public and private
water related systems so that safe drinking water and protected natural areas are accessible to all in the
community.

6. Green Building and Housing - Overall Policy: Support all efforts that strive to help building owners, designers,
and builders recognize the multiple positive attributes of green buildings. Further, support efforts to establish
green building codes and regulations that require minimum construction standards for sustainable development,
water conservation, energy use optimization, indoor environmental quality, and the use of safe, healthy, and
environmentally conscious building materials. Include provisions for the use and preservation of historic buildings,
‘aging in place’ approaches to handicapped accessible buildings, and housing affordability to allow all citizens to
remain and thrive within the community.
7. Energy from Non-Fossil Fuels - Overall Policy: In light of scientific evidence that our current dependence on
fossil fuels is not sustainable, communities, including utility companies, municipal power providers and consumers,
must take steps to rapidly replace energy generated from fossil fuels (coal, oil, gas) with renewable, non-polluting
alternatives such as solar, wind, geothermal, hydropower, and biomass. This conversion is worthy of significant
support at all scale levels including larger energy utility companies, smaller local systems, or individual energy
users. We further support all efforts that strive to make innovative, non-polluting methods for energy production
widely available and affordable to all citizens.
8. Waste Material Management - Overall Policy: Support all efforts that aim to institute comprehensive recycling
and material re-use programs that effectively reduce the need for disposal and that supplant the need for virgin
material. These programs should also provide employment opportunities and provide service to all people and places
in the community.
9. Culture, Arts, and Entertainment - Overall Policy: Communities that actively celebrate, create, identify with, and
participate in their local heritage, culture, art, music, food, sports, and entertainment, will build upon their history,
promote a healthy diversity of people, foster creativity, and sustain a valuable community identity.
10. Quality Public Education - Overall Policy: Recognizing the vital impact that education has on a community,
support all efforts that improve the quality of public education that is available to all community members. In
particular, support sustainability education as an integral part of curricula at all academic levels.
11. Public Health and Safety - Overall Policy: Since people naturally seek healthy, safe places to live, work, or
play, support all efforts to create healthier, safer communities. In so doing, ascribe importance to providing all
community members with ready access to community spaces and resources that promote healthy lifestyles and safe
environments.
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12. Community Engagement - Overall Policy: Foster opportunities, create incentives and motivate all citizens to
participate in the governmental, environmental, economic, and social affairs of the community either as part of a
group or as an individual in order to help to create a fully engaged, long term sustainable community146.”

Twenty Minute Communities
Twenty Minute Communities is an idea from Portland, Oregon that focuses on the ability to
complete daily activities and errands within a twenty minute walking or biking radius. This increases
the livability of a community147. Additionally, with so many varying programs mixed into the same
community, conditions are created to allow for picturesque variety. This also addresses the ideas of
sustainability from GreeningUSA. Below are American examples of twenty minute communities148.

Over the Rhine, Cincinnati

Southside Flats, Pittsburgh

Greenwich Village, New York City

Back Bay, Boston

Mile Square, Indianapolis

North End, Boston
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Public Space
Inclusiveness is necessary in public spaces. This includes different types of users, people
with disabilities, and varying demographics. Public spaces must be varied in type and size as
to accommodate different purposes, and to create an inviting atmosphere for people of all
backgrounds and situations in life. This allows for a resilient diversity of socioeconomic conditions.
Variety in public spaces is necessary to create a picturesque condition and greater livability of uses
and spatial conditions. Spaces should be able to host concerts, dogs, children, the elderly, sports,
sitting, play, protests, and events. Spaces should be traditional, modern, green, and hardscaped.
Spaces should be both large and small. Some spaces should service civic buildings, commercial
buildings, or residential programs. In this variety, a more complete neighborhood can be developed.
In addition to parks and squares, linear spaces and streetscapes must also be carefully designed
to improve the experience of the pedestrian and to liven the public realm, with the goal of a
picturesque, parallax-driven vibrancy.
Public space must be designed to accommodate environmental concerns. This includes stormwater
management, which is important for this flat, low-lying neighborhood. Stormwater management
can use small-scale strategies like those in the Save the Rain project, and large-scale strategies
such as depressed public spaces as emergency stormwater basins, designed to flood during extreme
conditions.
Another important type of public space is the community garden, which should be implemented in
order to provide a community-focused connection to nature and produce for local residents living
in a dense urban environment that would not otherwise offer this experience.
public art should be a part of public spaces of all types, which can represent the peoples, cultures,
history, present, and future of the neighborhood of the thesis site, the city, and the

CNY region.

Tactical urbanist public spaces can quickly test ideas with temporary solutions at low costs before
expensive, long-term solutions are explored.
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Site Research
This thesis operates within the northern end of Syracuse’s 15th Ward. The
borders of this site are roughly defined below.
North: I-690, which is a major barrier to the city’s grid.
South: East Genesee Street, which is the Near Eastside’s main commercial
corridor.
West: State Street, which is also the western edge of Firefighter’s Park.
East: University Avenue, which contains the western border of Ormond
Spencer Park and a sight line ending in the Hall of Languages at Syracuse
University.
This site is one of much history. It was Syracuse’s Jewish neighborhood. Then
it slowly became the city’s segregated Black neighborhood. As America’s
cities declined post-1920s, Syracuse followed this trend. Through redlining
and white flight, the 15th ward declined. the neighborhood, including
much of the site of this thesis project, became a target for slum clearance.
This situation was worsened by the construction of I-81 through the
neighborhood’s center, which displaced more people, demolished more
structures, and divided an already devastated neighborhood149.
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Today, the scars of urban renewal are still visible here. Beyond East Genesee
Street, the neighborhood contains vacant lots and parking. Despite its
central location, halfway between Downtown and University Hill, and a 20
minute walk in either direction, much of this place is a barren hole in the city.
As the removal of I-81 is likely in the near future, the northern 15th Ward
can once again tie together the city of Syracuse. This project seeks to create
a framework for how this neighborhood should be positively redeveloped,
reuniting eastern Downtown and the western part of the Near Eastside.

Site: Walkability in Syracuse
Syracuse’s northern 15th Ward has various factors that contribute to and harm walkability.

Walkable Factors:

Well-Connected Street Grid
Sidewalks
Buildings Meet the Sidewalks
Mixed Uses
	Residence
Work
	Retail
	Prepared Foods
	Institutions
Multi-Modal Transportation
Buses & Bike Lanes
Parks
Old Fine-Grained Urban Fabric
Proximity to Urban Cores: Downtown & Syracuse University

Unwalkable Factors:

Lack of Constant Eyes on the Street & in Parks
Discontinuity in the Urban Fabric
	Vacant Lots
	Obtrusive Parking Lots
Small Amounts of Residential Program & Other Uses
Lack of Maintenance
Harsh Barriers
	I-81
	I-690
Lack of Grocery Stores
Lack of Some Key Institutions Like K-12 Schools & Community Facilities
Low Density for Downtown-Adjacent Location
Poor Maintenance of Public Spaces
Lack of Diverse Housing Types
Infrequent Bus Service
New Coarse-Grained Urban Fabric
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Site: Inclusivity
The city must be an inclusive place. Demographics, income, social situation, age, and other factors
across the city and in each neighborhood should ideally represent the metro area’s demographics
as a whole, for resiliency and equity. This can be achieved through policy, grassroots methods,
and design. In terms of design, varieties of urbanism within a single neighborhood should be wide
enough to welcome and accommodate all groups. This is especially important within the site of this
thesis, which has a history of slum clearance and removal of the poor and minorities from their
communities. A diverse and inclusive neighborhood that includes these sorts of groups can be a
sort of reparation for past injustices inflicted by planners and officials with excessive hubris. Below
are demographics of Downtown Syracuse and the Near Eastside. Both partially exist in this thesis
site, so the data of each is useful for creating inclusivity in this area.

Downtown150
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Near Eastside151

Site: New Syracuse Zoning
Current zoning limits quality urbanism and growth, categorizing land use by lot. Form based
zoning is an alternative to current zoning policy in most of America. This zoning policy instead
facilitates urbanism at a gradient of scales in reference to the New Urbanist transect and respects
the street edge. This new zoning focuses on form as the main limiting factor instead of use152.
Syracuse is currently in the process of switching from a use-based to a form-based zoning code.

Current Syracuse Use-Based Syracuse Zoning Map153

New Syracuse Form-Based Zoning Map154
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Site: 1953

155

1953: Before urban renewal, Syracuse’s 15th Ward was formally wellconnected with the rest of the city’s grid. It was also socioeconomically
linked through this formal connection, as interviewees have talked about
how university students used to come down to this area and mingle with
locals on porches and in small businesses. The buildings defined the street
edge, which is easily discernable in most places by using a simple figure-

ground drawing. There was fine-grained urbanism which allowed more variety
in the creation of a complete, picturesque walkable city. There was a critical

mass of people which allowed for a sense of community and small businesses
scattered on street corners and clustered along
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East Genesee Street.

Site: 2019

156

2019: Today, Syracuse’s 15th Ward still deals with the aftermath of urban
renewal and the construction of I-81. Buildings fail to define most street
edges. Coarse-grained urbanism prevents a diversity of experience, building
types, ownership, and other factors required for a vibrant community. The
small population of this area prevents a significant sense of community and
small businesses from taking hold.

The void created here disconnects the
surrounding neighborhoods from each other, such as Downtown, HawleyGreen, University Hill, Near Eastside, and Southside. This neighborhood
contains unproductive variety and no cohesion.
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Site: Overlayed Eras

1953-2019: When the maps of this neighborhood from 1953 and 2019
are overlaid, the loss of urban fabric is apparent. The fabric from 1953,
in blue, is much more continuous, extensive, defining, and fine-grained.
The urban fabric of Syracuse in 2019 is the opposite: discontinuous,
underdeveloped, undefining, and coarse-grained. The old city was a difficult
whole and the present city is merely difficult in most locations. However,
this neighborhood can be an even more successful difficult whole if both
past and present contexts are evaluated as conflicting but equally important
conditions as the starting points for a new neighborhood infill design.
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Site: Programs

Currently, this neighborhood contains a mix of various programs157. There
is a disproportionately large amount of institutional, commercial, and
governmental program as compared to residential. Far more people work in
this neighborhood than live here, as there are very few apartment buildings,
most of which house students for only part of the year. This can and should
be changed in order to make syracuse into a walkable, connected city, as the
lack of residents in the northern 15th Ward creates a hole in the middle of
the city. This change can occur in terms of growth, as this neighborhood is
poised to grow with the removal of I-81 and a return of people living in city
centers across America.
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Site: Institutions + People

Numerous institutions and public spaces exist in and around this part of
Syracuse158, many of which are connected by the Connective Corridor bus
route159. This is compared to population density, represented in gray160.
This map represents the incredible access that this neighborhood, outlined
in a dashed black line, has to free transportation that connects with the
resources of the city of Syracuse. As the only massive void in the city within
this route, it is a prime location to be infilled by dense urban development.
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Site: Transportation
In terms of transportation, Syracuse’s history is filled with trains, streetcars, pedestrians, buses,
light rail, canals, and the injustices of I-81. This context should be considered when creating
systems for the connectivity of the city’s future, with a multimodal system serving the northern
15th Ward and beyond. The approach to achieve this should be a careful balance between
bold visions and cautious incrementalism. This system must coexist cooperatively with existing
transportation and planned systems such as the BRT currently being explored by the city.
161
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164
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Site: Kennedy Square
167

169

168

170

One of the major landmarks in the thesis site is Kennedy Square, which was
a housing development created by the Urban Development Corporation in
1973. This has since been town down, and plans were made to replace this
with a coarse-grained mixed use development by Syracuse-based developer
COR. This project has been put on hold, and only one building, a research
facility for Upstate Medical University, was built171.
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Site: Community Grid
The community grid option for replacing the urban portion of I-81 in Syracuse, as depicted on the
top right, reconnects the city’s neighborhoods and street grid, as opposed to the current condition
on the top left. In the mid-left, this opens up space for additional city neighborhoods, such as the
Canal District, which is northwest of this thesis site. The mid-mid and mid-right images depict street
design conditions of the community grid’s main street, Almond Street. Below this, the original
construction of Syracuse’s urban highways is shown, as the city’s divisions were being created. At
the bottom of the page, ReThink81’s before and after depictions of their design for development
around the community grid’s Almond Street corridor. The premise and much of the design for the
community grid should is accepted as context in this thesis.
172

174

173

175

176

177
178

179
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Site: Community Grid Conditions
68

This map depicts the conditions in the northern 15th Ward
in Syracuse180 after the construction of the Community Grid
Option181 for the Downtown portion of I-81.

Later in this document, the same drawing is shown again as the second phase in
the phasing plan to incrementally develop this neighborhood.
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Site: Memory, 1956
182

This map depicts memory in the northern 15th Ward in Syracuse.
Photos represent visual memory of places and people183.
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Before urban renewal & I-81, many “Green Book” businesses served blacks here,
labeled here with green dots184. Red and yellow areas represent redlining185.
71

Site: Current Conditions, 2019

188

190

72

This map depicts the current conditions in the northern 15th Ward
in Syracuse192. Photos represent existing places. The green dots on
this map represent landmarks as defined by interviewees.

186

187

8

189

191

The larger the dot, the more people consider the site to be a landmark. The
smallest dots represent one response. The largest dot, Forman Park, represents
five. Dots on the map’s edge represent landmarks beyond the map’s limits.
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Site: Property Ownership
74

This map depicts the property ownership193 in the northern 15th
Ward in Syracuse. Major private and public owners are called out
to understand a practical framework in which this thesis exists.

Within this neighborhood, Syracuse University and Upstate Medical are major
stakeholders. Also, much publicly owned land, including that which is beneath
I-81, plays a role in this project after the Community Grid is implemented.
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Interviews
Intent: I have conducted interviews of people who have some relationship to
this neighborhood throughout the fall of 2019. This includes people from
city government, local organizations, institutions, businesses, developers, and
architects. The responses to the following questions act as a site context in
which this thesis project must operate, especially for responses repeated by
multiple interviewees.
Questions:
What do you see as the preferable future of the neighborhood between I-690 and East Genesee,
and between University Ave and State Street?
What is Syracuse and this specific neighborhood lacking?
What would future development of new buildings and neighborhoods ideally look like in this
neighborhood?
How can future development in Syracuse be equitable for the people who live/work here and will
live/work here?
How can a newly infilled neighborhood bridge the gap between different parts of the city after
	I-81 is removed and a community grid is implemented?
What concerns would you have about this project? What would be your organization’s priorities?
What would be priorities for public spaces, parks, and civic uses that can fill a void in the local
community and in the city as a whole?
What specific buildings or types of building styles make you think of Syracuse?
What makes this neighborhood unique? Does this include any local landmarks, businesses,
organizations, etc.?
What are your thoughts on the recent changes that have occurred in this neighborhood?
What can be and have been positive and negative impacts of this neighborhood on its surroundings?
Do you have any other thoughts on this project or neighborhood that might be relevant?
What do you view as being your organization’s role in the future of this neighborhood and the
community grid area?
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Interviews
Interviewees:
Anthony Catsimatides - Open Atelier
Josie Alvaro - Brine Wells Companies
Chuck Wagon Food Cart
Frank Ridzi - CNY Philanthropy Center
Dave Mankiewicz - CenterState CEO
Diana Ryan - Community for the Grid
Diane Brandle - GreeningUSA
Downtown Deli
Natalie Stetson - Erie Canal Museum
Sheldon Williams - Architect
Lanessa Owens - NYCLU
Joe Driscoll - City Councillor, 5th District
Joe Sisko - Architect & Developer
Henry - Lewis & Tanner Paints
Steve - Mello Velo Bicycle Shop & Cafe
Owen Kerney - Associate Director of City Planning, Syracuse
Pamela Hunter - NY State Assemblymember, District 128
J. Andrew McTyre - Pastor, Park Central Presbyterian Church
Paul McCarthy - Center of Excellence
Sam Bender - Peaks Coffee
Richard Perelmut - Pearl Orthopedic Footwear
Phoebe’s Restaurant & Coffee Lounge
John Kuppermann - Smith Restaurant Supply
Steve Case - Acropolis Development
Syracuse University Enrollment and Management Processing Center
Syracuse Blue Print Company
Spencer Stultz - Syracuse Folk Art Gallery
The Art Store
Toasted Cafe
Adam Fumarola - Senior Associate Vice President of Real Estate at Syracuse University
Bea Gonzales - Vice President for Community Engagement at Syracuse University
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Interviews
Places That Interviewees Want to See in This Neighborhood:
Theater
Music venue
Outdoor performance venue
Arts institutions
Folk art gallery new building
Neighborhood School
STEAM School
Continuing education Center
Grocery
Clinic
Community center
Branch library
Parks
Public space, depressed for stormwater management
Focus on Ormond spencer park
Dog park
Small public spaces
Space for food trucks
Public art
Skateboard park
Community sports facilities
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Interviews
Most Common Responses:
18 Apartments & various housing types. Mixed use buildings by local developers. Affordable/diverse.
13 Grocery store. Some say it shouldn’t be too large.
11 Retail (small businesses)
10 Creative solutions to parking
9 Parks. Some say there should be more here than downtown. Some parks should be in I-81 area.
7 Provide multi modal transportation, improve the connective corridor, construct bikeability.
7 Small green spaces should be scattered across the neighborhood with seating like benches.
6 Restaurants
5 Fine-grained urbanism
5 Office
5 Walkability
5 There should be a mix of people and incomes, not just students.
4 Students are good
4 Connect university better with the downtown & other surrounding neighborhoods.
4 Community center: space for meetings, tutoring, art, music, youth programs, senior programs, branch
library, computer access, etc. Can be like the SW Community Center or a small satellite ymca.
4 Medical clinic
3 Rowhouses
3 Entertainment
3 Benches
3 Dog park
3 Almond St will have more traffic, so we should bring people in for business like ReThink81 renders.
2 Architecture should combine old and new, both being contextual.
2 Theaters
2 Public artwork
2 Trees
2 A new kennedy square: mix of private/public housing.
2 Tourism
2 Community sports facilities, look at little league requirements.
2 University
2 Outdoor performance venues
2 Arts institutions
2 Schools
2 East Genesee is well-defined urban street except at presidential plasa.
2 Tech economy should be a focus, looking to Syracuse’s tech garden, CoE, & biotech accelerator. 79

Interviews
Other Responses:
Music venues
Hotels
In 10 years, parking has gone from one space per 50% bed to 30% per bed. It will keep declining.
Fountains
There could be public space with a depressed area & raingardens for stormwater management.
Pre K
Child care
Senior center
Start building at almond, genesee, the entrance to hawley-green, and connect to the canal district.
Community gardens help with the food desert issue.
Education, jobs, etc. should meet people where they are.
Places for food trucks should be included.
Institutions & spaces should be designed to serve all demographics & communities and incomes.
	Combat gentrification with core institutions to keep existing people in place.
	A community center nonprofit with a beautiful building geared towards keeping culture,
people, values, and authenticity should be in the area. This space should be inviting and
transparent.
Skateboard park
Playgrounds
Pedestrianize water street in collaboration with the Empire State Trail.
There should be Drugstores, cleaners, home goods shops, stores like samir’s, & convenience stores.
Mitigate the urban heat island effect with green space, water features, & minimal pavement.
The Folk art gallery should have more emphasis. This institution focuses on exhibiting art of Black
local artists, plays, union meetings, classes, etc.
Lighting for safety at night.
A good population mix would be: student 25%, young 50%, old 25%.
Syracuse has much to do. It has lots of theaters and great parks. This project should build on that.
Design should contain a mix of modern, old, and industrial styles.
COR’s project to replace kennedy square contains:
140,000sf of retail & restaurants
230,000sf of offices
280 1-3 bedroom apartments & townhouses.
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Interviews
Other Responses:
Empty nesters want a complete place. Young professionals will go to a grungy transitional place.
Make a walking corridor of buildings on Crouse to Hawley-Green.
Start building along the blocks adjacent to Almond and Genesee.
Focus on schools to draw in families. County magnet STEAM schools may bring them in.
	There will be one in Blueprint 15.
The price of land is high downtown and adjacent, so developers will max out MX4 zoning here.
To ensure economic inclusion, there should be mixed income housing, like in blueprint 15.
Visualization strategies from the CoE visualization lab can help represent this project.
This project should deal with the Canal District.
This project should deal with the history of the canal like double ender buildings.
The streetscapes should be equitable for the disabled, children, worker, commuters, and pets.
This project should break up superblocks.
This neighborhood should connect locals with students.
Historically relevant styles to this neighborhood should be used in new designs.
Block parties and shared experiences of neighborhoods improve quality of life in neighborhoods.
The design should represent:
	Indigenous people. The phrase “bury the hatchet” comes from the treaty of the Iriquois.
	The Jerry Rescue statue in Clinton or Columbus Square.
	Harriet Tubman
	The Mission Restaurant Church’s history.
Women’s rights and suffrage, including Matildon Joselyn Gage.
	Social revolution history in CNY. We’re home to American dream of equality for all.
View the site as multiple small neighborhoods, not just one big one.
Predict societal change in the design
Include more crosswalks
Consider and design Irving & Crouse as new gateways to the city.
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15th Ward North
Concepts + Designs
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Concepts + Designs
Benefits of this neighborhood strategy to the people and city of Syracuse
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Restating From Page five of:
Relavance of This Thesis to the 15th Ward North
This thesis applies to the 15th Ward North in terms of how this part of Syracuse can be
developed going forward. New York State likely will remove the I-81 viaduct and replace
it with a less divisive street that connects into the city grid. This neighborhood, no longer
plagued by I-81’s intrusion, and sitting a twenty minute walk in either direction from the
heart of Downtown and Syracuse University’s campus, will become a new center of
development and construction. Therefore, this thesis creates a framework in which this
area can be developed responsibly, in a resilient and community-focused manner.
Walkability, as a condition that allows for interesting and useful walks on a daily
basis, can be applied to Syracuse as the city’s urban core expands. Downtown and
University Hill are currently separated by I-81, anti-urban buildings that ignore the
streets, parking lots, and vacant fields. By tying these areas together with this thesis,
the 15th Ward North, as well as Blueprint 15, can help this city reach a critical mass of
walkable development to the point where Syracuse can become a truly car-optional city
for all demographics. Walking would comfortably, interestingly, and usefully apply to
daily errands, tasks, and leisure. This creates a more enjoyable, less expensive, and more
sustainable lifestyle.
Occasional

planned civic conditions are needed, but bottom-up developments are the

life of a successful city.

Some urban developments favor large governmental programs
or big out-of-town developers. However, to build local wealth for all demographics,
to create diversity and resiliency in what is built, and to create diversity in the users and
owners of buildings and spaces, fine-grained incremental development is key.
Parallax and the picturesque address the human need for flexibility and complexity and
place focus on key moments within space that draw people together and define local
culture.

These tools can build an iconic and inviting image and experience of Syracuse.
This can occur at both the scale of spaces and at the scale of building details.
Infrastructure, mixed-use development, socioeconomic equity, and building upon extant
local identity, geared towards the pedestrian, are essential as supporting factors to take
the aspirations of walkability, fine-grainedness, and parallax out of theory, and into a
84 meaningful experience for the people of Syracuse.

Parallax

Parallax of Streetscapes

Parallax by Plan Irregularity

Limited Parallax by Lack of Spatial Enclosure
This drawing depicts at the top enclosed and irregular streetscapes that produce
parallax, which reveals and conceals urban elements as the pedestrian moves through
the neighborhood. The shape of space providing this effect is depicted in plan as well.
At the bottom, the same unenclosed, vacant space operates at too large a scale to
create parallax or constant discovery through movement.
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Parallax: Identifiability & Variety

Unidentifiable Sameness

Identifiable Parallax

Walkable District Interconnectivity
DOWNTOWN

DOWNTOWN

UNIVERSITY

Isolated Walkabilities

15TH WARD NORTH

BLUEPRINT 15

UNIVERSITY

Interconnected Walkability

The top drawing represents how parallax, as a spatial tool to create interest and
discovery, requires variety to make change distinguishable through movement.
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Parallax: Details & Profiles

Ornamentation & Structure

Surface Projection

Building Profile
At the bottom left, Walkable District Interconnectivity depicts how the 15th Ward
North, Blueprint 15, and the Community Grid option for I-81 can together transform
Syracuse into an interconnected, truly walkable, car-optional city. This can decrease
costs of living, increase sustainability, and improve quality of life.
Above, various building details at different scales are examined through three views
each, as the pedestrian walks past. This study reveals how the changing position of
the observer allows elements to be revealed and concealed, due to complex and
overlapping geometries to create visual interest. Therefore, parallax should not just be
implemented at the scale of the street, but also at smaller scales.
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Picturesque: Various Resolutions

With traditionally-inspired architecture, complex exterior details at various
resolutions reveal new visual information as the pedestrian moves closer, drawing
in the observer towards the building. With minimalist modern and contemporary
architecture, moving closer to a building does not reveal new visual information,
resulting in boredom.
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Walkability in Section

≈ 37’-0”

The Automobile-Oriented City

26’-6” ± 5’-0”

7’-0”

9’-0”

9’-0”

26’-6” ± 5’-0”

78’-0” ± 10’-0”

The Pedestrian-Oriented City
The current condition of 15th Ward North streetscapes is oriented towards
automobiles. Streets are wide, the street wall is broken with many parking lots and
vacant lots, and pedestrian-focused features such as street trees and parklets are not
present. To make this neighborhood more pedestrian-oriented, the street is narrowed,
keeping two 9’-0” automobile lanes and one 7’-0” parallel parking lane. Sidewalks
are kept wide in order to accommodate the increased foot traffic and gatherings of
a car-optional city.
drainage.

Street trees bring shade and scenery, and their swales help with

Parklets, which are small public spaces inserted into parallel parking lanes,
further activate street life.
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Picturesque Difficult Wholes

Buildings irregularly conform to a cohesive public space

Framing with semi-asymmetrical two-tower arrangement

Loggia unifying an irregular building arangement

Varied profiles aggregating around a cohesive passageway

The picturesque difficult whole is a compositional technique that uses a balance
between cohesion and irregularity to produce visual interest without chaos. In each
of these four compositions, there are unifying elements, such as spatial conformity,
formal similarities, and loggie. In each, there are also elements that break conformity,
such as irregular towers, slight asymmetries, varying forms, and varying profiles. This
coexistence strengthens the interest and appeal of compositions, making spaces legible
yet imperfect. This improves the invitingness of the city.
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Fine-Grainedness

Coarse-Grained Block

Fine-Grained Block
Fine-grainedness creates better urban vibrancy, resiliency, and diversity. When more
narrow buildings are built instead large, block-wide buildings, the city benefits in
multiple ways. With more destinations to look at and visit, the neighborhood is more
vibrant, due to the destinations themselves and their differing patrons at differing
times of day. With more small owners and small businesses, one business or building
failure, or negligent landlord, has a smaller negative impact, resulting in resiliency.
Resiliency and vibrancy both depend on diversity, which can be found in various small
local owners, businesses, residents, and workers. Diversity is improved when the
local building stock is fine-grained and varied. Fine-grained development also is more
affordable for small local ownership, which builds more community wealth than
coarse-grained buildings created by out-of-town developers.
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This drawing includes various zoning guidelines and dimensions for a successful street
and block condition.
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This key neighborhood plan calls out in plan three typical intersection typologies.
Sections one through three represent typical conditions corresponding with the same
street types as the intersection plans. Sections four through twelve represent unique
public space and street conditions.
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Plan one represents a typical intersection at the new Almond Street corridor that the
New York State Department of Transportation has designed as the Community Grid
replacement for I-81. Plan two shows a new street design by this thesis that prioritizes
the pedestrian, meant to be applied to most neighborhood streets.
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Plan three represents a typical intersection at the northern portion of Irving Avenue,
which is widened to meet a new entrance and exit to I-690 in lieu of the current
connection with I-81, under the NYSDOT’s Community Grid design.
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Section one represents a typical intersection at the new Almond Street corridor that
the New York State Department of Transportation has designed as the Community
Grid replacement for I-81.
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Section two shows a new street design by this thesis that prioritizes the pedestrian,
meant to be applied to most neighborhood streets. Wide sidewalks and narrow
automobile lanes create physical and visual comfort. Continuous street walls,
swales with trees, parklets in the parallel parking lane, and sidewalk extensions at
intersections further improve pedestrian experience and sidewalk vibrancy.
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Section three represents the northern portion of Irving Avenue, which is widened to
meet a new entrance and exit to I-690 in lieu of the current connection with I-81,
under the NYSDOT’s Community Grid design. Beyond the Community Grid’s design,
trees have been added in swales, the sidewalk extension mid-block has been shifted to
align
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Market Square, and the street acts as vehicular access
to the new grocery market building shown on the right, and Market Square to the
right of that.
align with the newly designed
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Section four depicts a pedestrian walkway, the Canal Walk, which is newly designed
diagonally mid-block to connect the 15th Ward North to the Community Grid’s new
Canal District. Here, varying profiles, a loggia, signage, seating, and a canal boat
sculpture all add to the picturesque sensibility of this human-focused public space.
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Section five depicts a cloister and pedestrian walkway with a playground in the center.
This is built to extend and slightly bend the path underneath the Center of Excellence
to continue one block to the south, connecting it and the newly designed Almond Park
with the former AME Zion Church.
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The cloister also connects the former church to a new structure on the left, which
acts as an extension of the AME Zion building at 711 East Fayette Street. These,
together, would now function as the 15th Ward North’s neighborhood school, known
as The Loguen School. In the distance, an arch displays signage calling attention to
the school.
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Section six represents the end of Washington Street, facing Irving Avenue. After a
series of bollards, the street is pedestrianized as it connects to Market Square. The
street curves to the left, to meet the curved portion of Irving Avenue perpendicularly.
This creates parallax, picturesque framed views, and emphasis for this important spatial
moment within the neighborhood.
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Section seven cuts through the new Market at Market Square. To the left sits the
curved portion of Irving Avenue. To the right is a small public square within Market
Alley, as a breakout space for the larger Market Square and for the surrounding
buildings.
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Above, left of the central tree in this public space, sits a statue of the logo of the city
of Syracuse. This appears in the pedestrian’s framed views upon approach of Market
Square and the Market Square Tower by Market Alley, and marks the beginning of
Market Square.
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Section eight depicts Ormond Spencer
Alley, which is narrow, human-scale, and
reserved for pedestrian use only. This alley
leads from the rear of the community

Market Square to the extant
Ormond Spencer Park, at the eastern end
of the 15th Ward North.
center on

113

Section nine shows the newly designed Almond Park on the right, and Almond Street
on the left. In the background on the right sits the Extant Center of Excellence,
surrounded by newly activated vibrant streets.

114

Section ten represents Almond Park on the left, and Washington Street on the right.
Over Washington Street, an arch with the flag of Syracuse marks the beginning of
Eastside. Downtown has a similar arch across Almond Street, albeit flagless.
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Section eleven is a north-south cut through Market Square. On the left sits the
outdoor stage of the new community center. The main building of the community
center is in the middle, behind a fountain, Syracuse and Iroquois flags, and a column
surrounded by steps. At the right, mixed-use buildings and a rooftop terrace overlook
the square.
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Section twelve is an east-west cut through Market Square. At the left is the end of
Washington street, which then becomes pedestrian past a series of bollards. In the
middle is Irving Avenue. To the right of that are Market Square Tower, an outdoor
stage, the loggia of the community center, and Market Square itself. To the right of
the community center is South Crouse Avenue. To the far right is Ormond Spencer
Alley, which leads to Ormond Spencer Park. This park sits past this, beyond the limits
of this drawing.
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These four types of parklets each are the size of two parallel parking spaces. When
occasionally inserted into parallel parking lanes, these increase sidewalk vibrancy with
their varying uses.
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To respect the context and identity of Syracuse, new architecture should take into
consideration the successes of extant local urbanism and styles, while incrementally
evolving from the past. These successes include the design and scale of the buildings
themselves, as well as how they relate to streets, spaces, and other buildings around
them.
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This map distills the 15th
Ward North neighborhood
down to imageable elements
and organizational systems.

These are the parts of the

city that users will recognize
as key landmarks, overlaps,
boundaries, spaces, and

sequences. These moments,
through their identifiability
and importance, represent the
local culture, people, and
pride of this area.

Some are

extant, and some are newly
proposed by this thesis.

Some

exist within the neighborhood,
and some can be seen from
this district or relate to the

15th Ward North in other
meaningful ways. A numbering
system calls out various
imageable views, which are
seen on the next page.
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These views refer to the
numbers called out on the
imageability map from the
previous page. These are
views and places throughout

15th Ward North, both
extant and new. These create
the

identifiability and add to

Syracuse’s sense of place in
an incremental and respectful
manner.
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Additionally, without the vibrancy and user base of the economic realm,
the civic realm would go unnoticed in an underutilized context.

imageable monumental local places.

provides juxtaposition. The urban fabric in which civic urban elements exist creates visual and spatial focus for

which the imageable civic realm gains meaning through a more generic context of buildings and streets that

This depiction of civic imageability represents the iconic and monumental spaces and buildings in and around
the 15th Ward North in the “Civic Realm” portion of the drawing. These cannot maintain full meaning in a
void or desolate context. They sit within the economic realm of the city, which cannot meaningfully exist
with strong identity when lacking the civic realm. The picturesque walkable city is a combination of both, in

In the first phase of this project, existing conditions are depicted. The I-81 viaduct and
empty land plague this neighborhood.
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In the second phase, the New York State Department of Transportation replaces I-81
with the Almond Street Corridor The entrance and exit to I-690 are moved to Irving
Avenue. the northern part of that avenue is curved and widened to meet the new exit.
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The third phase is where this thesis begins, going beyond New York State’s alterations
of streets. Neighborhood streets see new swales with trees. Roads are narrowed, per
the design of Section two on page 100. Sidewalk extensions are created into parallel
parking lanes at street corners. Parklets are occasionally inserted into parallel
parking lanes to increase urban vibrancy.
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New development of mixed-use buildings occurs along the two major existing
corridors in the neighborhood: Almond Street and East Genesee Street. The vacant
land temporarily remaining in the neighborhood is used for parking. The amount of offstreet parking will incrementally decrease as development increases through the next
phases, as the area will become more car-optional through density and connectivity.
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The fourth phase is where most of the design work of this thesis is concentrated. With
an initial phase of new development completed in phase three, the neighborhood can
now support new public spaces and civic buildings, as well as additional mixed-use
economic realm buildings.
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This new development occurs mainly along East Washington Street, which connects
into Irving Avenue and South Crouse Avenue through the newly created Market
Square. This links together with the other new public spaces as well, such as the Canal
Walk and Almond Park. Vacant lots behind this new corridor remain as parking.
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In phase five, the remainder of the neighborhood is infilled with new development.
Parking is mainly left as parallel parking, while lots have been used for buildings. The
neighborhood is now more cohesive, complete, and vibrant. It is also a car-optional
place.
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Connection to surrounding areas has been improved from phase four, such as to
Ormond Spencer Park, the Near Eastside, and Hawley-Green.
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Phase six shows the neighborhood as undifferentiated in terms of new versus old.
Here, a picturesque walkable urbanism is discernable. This has emerged properly due to
a careful balance between strategic top-down civic planning and fine-grained, bottomup urban fabric.
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The 15th Ward North has now been physically repaired. The old urbanism and new
urbanism blend together seamlessly into a thriving, livable place.
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Phase six is depicted in a new manner. Instead of a showing seamless neighborhood,
this map differentiates extant buildings as dark grey, and new buildings proposed by
this thesis as light grey. This differentiation renders visible the urban strategies used to
make this neighborhood and city whole again.
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The 15th Ward North is centered around three main new public spaces: the Canal
Walk, Almond Park, and Market Square. After this key plan, each public space has its
own localized key plan that labels the locations and orientations of rendered views.
Each new rendered view is accompanied by a photograph of current conditions.
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The canal walk is designed as a dynamic mid-block pedestrian walkway with various breakout
spaces, and picturesque, parallax-inducing variety. This connects to the 15th Ward North
at the southeast and the Canal District designed by the NYSDOT as part of the Community
Grid at the northwest.
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The existing buildings of this site are sparse enough, allowing for a mid-block pedestrian path
to be created without disruption to existing uses. On the right is the Jazz Central Building,
still seen in the rendering below. On the left is the New York State Office Building, which
below is hidden by new construction in the foreground.

This urban composition, with various profiles and materials, as well as the irregular
planimetric layout, creates a picturesque effect. The inspiration for this area is rooted in the
industrial and canal-based past of Syracuse, especially in the 15th Ward North.
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Almond Park is bordered by new construction, as well as Almond Street, which replaces
the I-81 viaduct. This park is designed on the underutilized patches of grass in front of the
Center of Excellence. The path under the CoE bends and extends southward one extra block,
connecting this sequence to the former AME Zion Church, which would be a neighborhood
school, through the Loguen Cloisters and playground.
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The existing context here contains empty lots, buildings facing away from this site, and an
unusable public space. In the center, 716 E. Washington Street and the former AME Zion
Church at 711 E. Fayette Street are still visible in the render below. To the right, the Crowne
Plaza Hotel is hidden below behind new buildings in the foreground.

Here, the space is made more inviting with various uses, and is surrounded by new buildings
that activate the space of Almond Park. In the distance, the path bends and is indicated by an
arch with signage. Beyond that, a path, loggia, and cloister lead to the Loguen School and its
playground.
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At this location, the Center of Excellence is surrounded by vacant lots, unusable public space,
and a highway viaduct.

In this new design, Almond Park, Almond Street, and various fine-grained, mixed-use buildings
surround the Center of Excellence. Loguen Cloisters is slightly out of view, to the left.
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To the right is the former AME Zion Church at 711 E. Fayette Street. in the rear is the
Center of Excellence. All buildings in this view remain and are visible to various degrees in the
render below. Some are mostly or completely concealed by the cloister.

The AME Zion Church is extended with a cloister and a red brick building to the left. These
are to become a neighborhood school for the 15th Ward North. the path through the cloister
includes a playground for the school and leads to the Center of Excellence.
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Almond Park sits on the former site of the Kennedy Square housing development. West of
Irving avenue, Washington street becomes pedestrian, and curves to perpendicularly meet the
curve of Irving Avenue. The main square contains seating around a fountain, a small green,
a market with outdoor seating, flags of Syracuse and the Iroquois, gardens, a performance
stage, a column surrounded by steps, and a new neighborhood community center. To the
south of this, Market Alley connects to the corner of East Fayette Street and South Crouse
Avenue, running alongside the market and containing another small square.
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This scene faces the end of Washington Street, with the PEACE building on the left, at
811 East Washington Street. Ahead is the former site of the Kennedy Square housing
development.

Here, the sidewalks are widened, and parklets such as the bench swing on the right are placed
in the parallel parking lane. Past the bollards, the pedestrianized Washington Street curves
to the left, towards Market Square. Much of the square is concealed from this view, but
parts of the market and community center are visible, as well as the Iroquois flag.
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This view is from beyond the end of Washington Street. This is not a city road, and is instead
the unpaved driveway into the vacant lot of the former Kennedy Square.

Continuing around the curve from C1, parallax has revealed much of the remainder of
Market Square, including the imageable Market Square Tower on the left. Directly ahead is a
small square leading up to Market Square from the opposite side of Irving Avenue.
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This view is taken from the new intersection of East Water Street and Irving Avenue in the
NYSDOT’s Community Grid design, facing south. The buildings in the rear will remain but
will be blocked by new construction in the foreground. This wall will be demolished.

This intersection is where those exiting I-690 will arrive into Syracuse. This picturesque view
of Market Square will be their first impression of the city. Parallax will reveal and conceal
new urban elements as they continue through this curved avenue and pass irregular building
arrangements, including

Market Square Tower.
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From the former site of Kennedy Square, several apartment buildings are most visible in the
background. These are Cobber Beech Commons, Theory, and the Uncommon Apartments. In
the far right, Crouse hospital is visible in the distance.

Market Square is centered on a fountain, flanked by a community center and market. Behind
the Market Square Column are economic realm buildings, with picturesque profiles, enclosing
Market Alley’s side to the center-right. Behind this view, are the square’s tower and stage.
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This view contains the rear of Upstate Medical University’s Upstate Biotech Accelerator to
the left, and the Crowne Plaza Hotel in the center.

This view is the reverse of C2. In That view, market square was revealed through parallax as
the pedestrian walked around a curve in the street. Now, looking at that spot from Market
Square, it is instead much of Washington Street that is concealed. This will no longer be
hidden once the observer moves from this point towards the end of Washington Street.
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From this view, the visible building is 1005 East Water Street.

To the right is the main part of the neighborhood’s new community center, containing meeting
spaces, a health clinic, child care, continuing education, and a branch library. To the left is
the visual and performing arts wing, complete with a tower and an outdoor stage.
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In the distance, the trees of Ormond Spencer Park are visible past vacant lots.

This picturesque framed view emphasizes a turret in the distance. Once the pedestrian moves
through the alley ahead, another alley to the left of that turret is revealed through parallax
to the left, leading to extant Ormond Spencer Park. The foregrounded Market Square
Column both activates the use of this space and works as an element of Parallax.
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This view is taken from the entrance to the driveway of the Upstate Biotech Accelerator. This
is where the widened, curved portion of Irving Avenue will continue northwest to meet the
new exit and entrance of I-690 under the NYSDOT’s Community Grid design.

Here, the pedestrian moves along the left side of the grocery market building, on this curved
portion of Irving Avenue. The curvature, columns, profiles, and trees produce parallax,
concealing and revealing Market Square Tower and other urban elements ahead.
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On the right is the Uncommon Apartments building, a renovation and extension of the
Sylvester. To the left is the Upstate Biotech Accelerator. Both are visible in the render below,
although the Accelerator is hidden except for a slight corner adjacent to the intersection.

A half block north of the Syracuse Stage, a tree-lined, fine-grained streetscape creates
picturesque views. The sidewalk is activated with stoops and parklets. Trees provide parallax,
concealing and revealing both building details and almost entire buildings.

157

On the left is the former New York Central Station. Directly ahead is the vacant lot that
exists at the former site of Kennedy Square. Wide, open, vacant spaces create a hole in this
neighborhood and the city.

On the left are a small square, a statue of the city’s logo, and the market grocery building. In
the distance, the Market Square Tower and various other buildings are perceived in parallax
with foreground elements. The mayor chats with Syracuse University’s chancellor to the left.
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From the former site of Kennedy Square, several apartment buildings are most visible in the
background. These are Copper Beech Commons and Theory. In the center, the former home of
Spark Art Space is also visible.

Here, a picturesque framed view looks back at an imageable façade, beyond the cherry tree.
This building is designed to have unique fenestration layouts, which, along with other elements
in this alley, produce the desired imageability. To the left, at the end of the alley, the extant
Collin’s Barber Shop can be seen between the trees.
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To the left is the Theory student apartment building. To the right is the former home of Spark
Art Space. These are both visible in the render below. Ahead, the Upstate Biotech Accelerator
parking lot and vacant lots beyond hold the main space designed in this thesis.

Having exited University hill, the pedestrian is drawn through streetscapes to this point, at
which two buildings frame a pedestrian alley off the city’s regular street grid. These buildings
conceal and reveal the Market Square Tower and other elements beyond through parallax.
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A narrated video
walkthrough of this
neighborhood design is
available at:

youtu.be/nanRd8NVkA0

Paths one through three
correspond to the three
clips of this video.

As a

whole, this represents

the experience of moving

15th Ward
North neighborhood, as
through the

well as various concepts
and theories explored by
this thesis.

Additionally,

the narration calls
out extant locations as
to create a reference
point for those who are
familiar with this area,
or those who wish to
understand the context
at any given point in the
video. For this purpose,
this key plan is also
visible in the video’s

lower right corner.
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Here, the current condition of the 15th Ward North is depicted from above. Notice
I-81, which is removed by this thesis, and vacant lots, upon which new buildings are
constructed. Also take note of the existing buildings, which almost all remain in the
final project image on the next page, and can be used as reference points.
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This is one vision of many for what the 15th Ward North could look like, if the
principles of this thesis are followed. A fine-grained, walkable, picturesque urbanism
like this can create vibrancy, resiliency, diversity, local wealth, sustainability, and a
higher quality of life. Once a thriving neighborhood before urban renewal and I-81,
this place can be a walkable center of community again.
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In the bottom left is the Canal Walk, which can be found by looking for a brick
smokestack-like structure. At the center are the Almond Street Corridor, Almond
Park, and the Loguen School. To the upper right, Market Square can be identified by
the Market Square Tower and the low-profile market building. In the far upper right is
Ormond Spencer park, an old neighborhood asset now in a situation for more frequent
165
use, as is all of the 15th Ward North with its new density and vibrancy.
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