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phasize a liberal arts education.
Syracuse University has always
he beat of both academic worlds.
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b McClure can talk for

rs about the importance
of receiving a liberal educa-
tion. Or he can simply recite
“The Bear Went Over the
Mountain.”

“The song says the bear
went over the mountain to
see what he could see, but
when he got on the other
side of the mountain, all he
could see was the other side
of the mountain,” says Mc-
Clure. “That’s part of what
happens to students with
narrow professional ambi-
tions. They come wanting to
go over the mountain. They
think a wonderful world will
open up to them if the_y can
only get that professional
training. But those students are just
like the bear who sees the other side of
the mountain. At that point, the broad-
er world becomes more appreciated.”

The best education, says McClure,
assoclate dean of the Maxwell School
of Citizenship and Public Affairs, is
one that combines both professional
and liberal arts training. Such an edu-
cation spawns well-rounded graduates
who not only excel in their chosen
fields, but also put their work into the
cultural and historical contexts needed
to function in an evolving and complex
society. “The notion here at SU is that
just providing liberal education or just
providing professional training is not
where society needs education to be,”
says Gershon Vincow, SU’s vice chan-
cellor for academic affairs. “Society
needs the two to be working together.”

Such an approach isn’t novel at
Syracuse University. It has been a part
of the institution’s fabric for 125 years.
When the University was founded in
1870, it offered a classical curriculum
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“MINDS ARE MEANT

TO CROSS OVER

DISCIPLINARY

LINES, TO BRIDGE

IDEAS, CULTURES,

AND LANGUAGES.”

consisting of chemistry, physics, alge-
bra, geometry, Latin, Greek, history,
physiology, elocution, and rhetoric.
Like most liberal arts institutions, SU
designed its education to develop gen-
eral intellectual capacities, such as rea-

33
SPRING 1995

soning and judgment. Over
the years, the University
added professional colleges in
response to the needs of soci-
ety and desires of students.

Although many contempo-
rary students are attracted to
SU by its popular profession-
al schools, such as Newhouse
and Architecture, and by
Maxwell’s graduate pro-
grams, the backbone of the
University has always been
the College of Arts and
Sciences. It enrolls far more
students than any of SU’s
other colleges. Plus, all stu-
dents not enrolled in the col-
lege —or in the College of
Visual and Performing Arts —
must take at least half their
coursework within Arts and Sciences.
Further, Newhouse requires its stu-
dents to complete 75 percent of their
coursework outside the school, princi-
pally in Arts and Sciences.

“I strongly believe that you can't be
a successful journalist, advertiser, pub-
lic relations practitioner, filmmaker, or
photographer if you go to a trade
school,” says Newhouse Dean David
Rubin. “You have to understand the
world you're getting into. You have to
understand its history, its politics, its
art, its languages.”

December graduate José Mendez-
Monge took Rubin’s advice one step
further —he enrolled in both New-
house and the College of Arts and
Sciences, earning a dual bachelor’s
degree in newspaper journalism and
international relations. “I chose to do a
dual major so that I could specialize in
more than one area,” he says. “This
way | can write about foreign affairs
or work internationally. If I hadn't
done the dual major, my education
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The College of Arts and Sciences teaches students to think critically, express themselves eloguently, and write well. The
college also allows students, through dual majors and minors, to take advantage of many of SU's professional colleges .

wouldn’t have been as strong and as
broad. I would have been closed to
other areas if I had been only a
Newhouse major.”

en the original bylaws of
the University were written,
the College of Arts and
Sciences was more than simply the
heart of the University, it was the Uni-
versity. But as years passed and the
prestige of newer colleges grew, the
stature of Arts and Sciences dimin-
ished. That’s something Robert Jensen
plans to reverse. Jensen, an SU pro-
fessor of geography since 1964 and
former dean of the Graduate School,
became dean of the college last July.
His vision includes increasing the col-
lege’s visibility and better publicizing
its academic merit. Jensen is also at-
tempting to create a stronger identity
for the college, to make it a single unit,
not just a collection of departments
and programs grouped under the same
academic umbrella.

Published by SURFACE, 1995

“We want to show that this is a uni-
fied liberal arts college,” says Jensen.
“We're trying to communicate this
message through all of our depart-
ments and prograrns."

To help that process, Thomas An-
thony was hired in February 1994 as
associate dean for college relations. He
wants the college to establish a more
conspicuous base of operations.
“We're trying to create a sense that the
Hall of Languages is our headquar-
ters, so that anyone entering the build-
ing will immediately know they're in
the College of Arts and Sciences.”

The college's greatest challenge,
however, 1s helping students overcome
the notion that a liberal arts education
won't make them job-worthy. “There’s
a great tendency for students to focus
on an education that has a perceivable
end, a substantial job,” says Anthony.
“It’s our job to impress upon students
that the value of a liberal education is
rooted in ideas.”

“When parents visit Syracuse, one of
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their main concerns about their chil-
dren’s education is the ability to survive
and thrive in a changing environment,”
says Ronald Cavanagh, vice president
for undergraduate studies.

“We're looking at an education that
students understand to be fundamental-
ly lifelong. What the College of Arts
and Sciences has done is create a way
for students to think critically, express
themselves eloquently, and write well.
In addition, students in Arts and
Sciences have the opportunity to dip
into and wrap around minors and dual
majors with our professional schools.”

ew students have taken better

advantage of SU’s liberal arts

curriculum than senior Rebekka
Meissner. She’s majoring in interna-
tional relations, economics, and
French, which are all within the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences.

A finalist for a Rhodes scholar-
ship—and one of the nation’s top 20
students, according to USA Today —
Meissner has had several impressive
internships, including one last summer
at the White House as an assistant to
David Gergen, then-counselor to
President Bill Clinton. Two years ago,
Meissner worked as an intern for the
directorate of the European Council
for Culture, Education, and Sport, and
taught American politics and culture
to French children in both public and
private schools in Strasbourg, France.

“The liberal nature of the education
I've received in the College of Arts and
Sciences has played an important role
in the development of my academic
perspective,” says Meissner. “Minds
are meant to cross over disciplinary
lines, to bridge cultures, ideas, and
languages. The study of one academic
field is enriched when you have a
vision of all the other dimensions of
human experience. The strength of
Arts and Sciences is that you get a
tremendous breadth of knowledge. It’s
the interconnectedness that I value the
most after four years at Syracuse.”

Meissner is also part of the Uni-
versity’s Honors Program, which grew



out of the College of Arts and Scienc-
es. The Honors Program invites top-
flight students to expand upon their
coursework through additional —and
rigorous —academic endeavors. Fresh-
man and sophomore honors students
participate in seminars that expose
them to different ways of thinking and
to cultural and civic life in the wider
community. Topics include global
social problems, the impact of science
on medicine, and the environment and
the media. Honors seminars for juniors
and seniors serve as forums for devel-
oping and presenting honors theses
and projects.

“There’s so much change in society
that a student cannot simply learn
enough in four years for a career that
will last a lifetime,” says Judy Hamil-
ton, associate director of SU’s Honors
Program. “That makes a broad-based
education extremely important. People
need basic perceptions of knowledge to
be able to analyze information and
think critically.” B
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In addition to meeting the demands of their chosen major, stud

include 12 credits in each of three subject areas—the natural s

https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol11/iss3/7




	tmp.1331149307.pdf.BY190

