
News Makers 
Two Rhode !.:!Land 
journaLi.1td make 
headLined of 
their own. 
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hen Mike Stanton 
heard the commo­
tion across the news­
room, he figured it 
was just another 

singing telegram brought in for some­
one's birthday. Not until he heard the 
words "we won" did he realize what 
had happened- he'd received journal­
ism's highest honor, a Pulitzer Prize. 

Stanton and Tracy Breton, both 
graduates of SU and reporters at the 
JournaL-BuLLetin newspaper in Provi-

Mike Stanton and Tracy Breton celebrate their Pulitzer Prize victory on !he roof of the Joumai-Bulletin building, overlook­
ing the Rhode Island state capitol. The reporters were part of a team that exposed comuption in the state court system. 

dence, Rhode Island, are among a six­
person team to share the 1994 prize for 
investigative reporting. Their report­
ing exposed widespread corruption in 
the Rhode Island court system and led 
to the resignations and criminal indict-
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ments of the state's chief justice and 
his court administrator. 

In submitting the series of stories to 
the Pulitzer committee, the newspaper 
cited "determined opposition from 
many levels of state government. Even 
the governor, who has no formal con­
nection to the courts, barred access to 
court financial records. " 

Breton and Stanton heard they were 
finalists for a Pulitzer, but on an­
nouncement day they thought the 
honor had gone elsewhere. "We were 
told they notify you in advance, and 
we didn't get notified," says Sta nton . 

A photographer happened to glance 
at a computer terminal carrying wire 
service reports and saw the listing. A 
spontaneous celebration swept the 
newsroom. "The publisher appeared, 
passing out cigars," says Stanton. 
"Someone sent out for champagne." In 
the midst of celebration, Western 
Union delivered a telegram -three 
hours late- notifYing the paper of the 
award. 

Breton joined the JournaL-BuLLetin in 
1973 after earning an SU bachelor's 
degree in political science and newspa­
per journalism. She has covered court 
and legal affairs for 18 years, including 
the highly publicized murder trial of 
Claus von Bulow. Her reporting has 
resulted in the indictment, conviction, 
and imprisonment of three lawyers 
and the resignation of a superior court 
judge. 

Stanton, who earned his bachelor's 
degree in political science and newspa­
per journalism from SU in 19 79, 
joined the paper in 1985 as a sports 
reporter. After writing several inves­
tigative sports articles, he was tapped 
for an investigative team -whic h 
included Breton -to cover the Rhode 
Island banking crisis. That group won 
regional acclaim for its reporting. 

"I think that any reporter, even at 
the smallest newspaper, covering a city 
council or a water board, should be 
looking for investigative pieces," says 
Breton. "You don't have to have the 
title to be a good investigative 
reporter. Sometimes it's hard to find 
the time, but there are wonderful sto­
ries to be found on any sort of beat." 

-RENEE GEARHART L EVY 
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True Calling 
Ellen Shermnn-Zinn '66 

M ost people content them­
selves with one career per 
ifetime. Ellen Sherman-Zinn 

tackled four to find the one she really 
wanted. 

A 1966 graduate of the College of 
Visual and Performing Arts, Sherman­
Zinn worked in textile design, retail­
ing, and fashion marketing. Though 
successful, she felt incomplete. Eigh­
teen years after graduating she finally 
succumbed to her first love -painting. 

"Like so many women, I was securi­
ty minded and had a tremendous con­
flict when I graduated from Syracuse," 
says Sherman-Zinn. "I had transferred 
into the College of Visual and Perform­
ing Arts and sensed this was exactly 
where I belonged. But I majored in 
textile design because I knew I'd have 
to make a living. In the end, security 
won out." 

An abstract impressionist who 
paints in oil and acrylics, Sherman­
Zinn has received critical acclaim for 
her paintings, many of which can be 
found at galleries and exhibitions 
throughout the tri-state area of New 
York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. 
She and her art have also been fea­
tured on the cover of New Jer.1ey Wo­
man magazine. 

Breaking into the art world wasn't 
easy, but Sherman-Zinn went about it 
in the same concentrated fashion she'd 
approached her other careers. To gain 
confidence and experience, she pur­
sued a master's degree . As her skills 
grew, she entered juried exhibitions 
and slowly built her reputation. 

She and her husband, who live in 
Warren, New Jersey, created a studio 
to showcase her bold, colorful, and 
exceptionally large work- her master's 
thesis was a 16- by 20-foot mural. "My 
paintings don't reflect any particular 
theme, but explore color, form, and the 
subconscious," she says. "1 focus on the 
idea of magnification. 

"Every day when I get into the studio, 
I lose myself in painting, and I know I'm 
in the right place." 

-CAROLNORTH S CHMUCKLER 

New Jersey-based painter Ellen Sherman-Zinn has received critical acclaim for her striking, vibrant, often over­
sized abstract paintings. "When I approach a canvas, I like to think I'm reinventing myself," she has said. 

> When moviemaker.J want Latin mU.Jic for their films, they often 
call Debra Mercado for advice. By assisting on films such as The 
Mambo Kings and Car/ito's Way, Mercado helps promote the music 
she knows best: salsa, mambo, and merengue. 

Mercado is director of publicity for Ralph Mercado Management, a 
New York City agency specializing in Latino musicians. A 1982 SU 
graduate with a dual bachelor's degree in psychology and telecommu­
nications management, Mercado promotes the company's many artists 
and their music. 

"When I'm not 
doing publicity or 
advertising or 
videos, then I'm the 
production manag­
er of the shows," 
says Mercado, who 
has staged con­
certs for entertain­
ers such as Tito 
Puente, Celia Cruz, 
Oscar D'Leon, and 
Tony Vega 
-Andrea C. Marsh 
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Latin music promoter Debra Mercado works with artists such as 
comedian Paul Rodriguez (I) and the original mambo king, Tito Puente. 
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>Economic.:~ degree in hand~ Colin Macintosh took a Wall 

Street job with an investment bank five years ago. Around the 
same time, he developed a business plan, found financial backers, 
and opened Fat Guys Wings. Macintosh operates his eat-in/take­
out/delivery emporium out of Oddfellows Rest, a popular bar in 
Hoboken, New Jersey. "You can find wings almost everywhere," 
says Macintosh, "but it's hard to find really good ones." 

Macintosh, a 1989 graduate of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, considers himself a 
wing connoisseur-Sal's Birdland delivered 
wings to his fraternity house nightly while he 
was a student. In addition to serving as an 
inspiration, Sal Naobone of Sal's Birdland 
was instrumental in bringing Fat Guys to life. 
Macintosh and his partner, 1988 Newhouse 
graduate Anthony Karwoski, learned the 
trade from Naobone. "He showed us how to 

prepare the wings," says Macintosh. 
"We use his Sassy Sauce, and 

even have the permission to 
use his logo." 

-Wendy Simard 

Juan Suarez Botas and Joanne Howard met as students in the College of Visual and Performing Arts. Howard helped 
Suarez Botas film his struggle with AIDS in One Foot on a Banana Peel, Another Foot in the Grave. He died in 1992. 
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For Posterity 
J oa nne H o..,ard '8 1 

E ndless hours spent in a medical 
clinic left AIDS patient and 
graphic artist Juan Suarez 

Botas phy sically weakened and cre­
atively starved. Ente r Joann e 
How a rd , a close friend w ho helped 
him v ideotape the events and emo­
tions surrounding the last months of 
his life. 

"He was witnessing an awful lot," 
say s Howard. "The clinic became a 
kind of group therapy situation with 
all the patients in the same boat, shar­
ing everything." 

T he project culminated in the docu­
m entary One Foot on a B anana PeeL, 
Another Foot in the Grave. It w as created 
with the assistance of How ard and her 
husband, noted filmmaker Jonathan 
Demme, whose rel a tion s hip with 
Suarez Botas helped inspire PhiLaoeL­
phia, D emme's movie about one man's 
struggle with AIDS . "My husb a nd 
was delighted to be able to help some­
body who was making a real story, a 
real movie instead of the fictitious ver­
sion," says Howard. 

Howard and Suarez Botas met as 
tra nsfer students in S U 's College o f 
Visual and Performing Arts and grad ­
uated together in 1981. Suarez Botas 
died in 1992, after w hich a y oung film­
maker in Demme's company complet­
ed t he documentary, w hich is being 
show n a t film festivals in the United 
Sta t es a nd a broa d. T h e fi lm h as 
received critical acclaim and Howard 
hopes a television network will soon 
carry it. 

"I was helping my friend w ho really 
needed some help and was a ble to do 
so because I have connections in the 
film world," says Howard . "I was real­
ly a facilitator and encourager. 

"It's a very powerful film, very inti­
mate and very funny. And it's a real 
love story a b o u t people f ig h t ing 
togeth e r . It 's he roi c. The film g ives 
such a face to AIDS and homosexuali­
ty. Many people have ideas about who 
these gay men are and w hat they rep­
resent . I think it just falls away when 
you see t he film and get to know the 
people." - ANDREA C. MARSH 
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Green Thumb 
S t uart Mo ldaw '49 

Stuart Moldaw likes to help things 
grow - people, companies, even 
countries. He recently completed 

a stint as a presidentially -a ppoin ted 
d elegate to the United N ations, w here 
he p rovided financial and technological 
advice to the fledgling democracies of 
the former Soviet U nion. 

"They a ll want to be free-enterprise 
so cieti es, but cultura lly they' r e not 
brought up to do that," says M oldaw, a 
194 9 gradu a te o f the S c h o ol of 
Management . 

Free enterprise is a subject Moldaw is 
w ell acquainted with. H e and his firm, 
U .S. Venture Partners of Menlo Park, 
California, have spawned more than a 
dozen businesses, including off-price 
apparel chain Ross Stores, children 's 
clothing retailer Gymboree, Avia a th­
letic shoes, and computer-maker Sun 
Microsystems. Besides nurtu ring cor­
porate offspring, Moldaw campaigned 
for presid e n tial candi dates George 
McGo ve rn , Jimmy Carter, Walter 
Mondale, a nd Bill Clinton. 

Moldaw's business roots began at 
Syracuse, w here he waited tables and 
w ork ed as the campu s F uller Bru sh 
representative. Six years after graduat­
ing, he moved to San Francisco to run 
Lerner Shops' nor thwest operatio ns. 
When the clothing compa ny tried to 
tran sfer him bac k east in 19 57, he 
q uit- b u siness opportu n it ies in t he 

w est w ere too enticing. A 
y ea r lat e r , h e la unc h ed 
hi s fir st of ma ny r e tail 
cha ins, a w o men's-w ear 
franc hise na med Coun­
try Casuals. 

"I like reta iling because 
you k now immedi­
ately if y our strat­
egy is rig h t or 
w ron g by t h e 
way t h e cash 
registe r r ings, " 
h e says . "The 
customer gives 
y ou a v o te 

every day." 
-J.~A11E 

B ECKETT 
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The cast of Saturday Morning Live, a popular Chicago play, provides a trip down memory lane for twentysomethings 
who grew up watching large doses of television. The play was conceived and written by 1990 graduate David Gips. 

Sev enties Reruns 
Da rid Gipd '90 

T he seventies are back in style in 
C hi cago, w here c haracters of 
by gone Saturday -morning tele­

VISIOn shows a re dealing w ith some 
t h oroug hly modern proble m s . Fat 
Alber t 's in therapy, trying to cope w ith 
his weight problem. Holly from Land of 
the L o.1t yearn s to be t h e f ierce 
Grum py's sex s lave . And Captain 
Cave m a n h as been s lappe d with a 
harassment suit by the Teen Angels. 

Welcome to the world of Saturday 
M orning Live, a contempora ry trip 
d ow n memory la ne for twenty some­
t hi ngs w h o spe n t t h e ir c h ild h ood 
Satu rdays g lued to morning TV . T he 
p lay has b een e n tertaining p ack e d 
houses in Chicago for more than a y ear 
and providing entertainment long after 
the last act is over . 

"P eop le w ind u p g o ing out a fte r­
w a rd a nd challeng ing their friends to 
r e m e mbe r pa r t ic u lar e p isod es of a 
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show or all the words to 'Conjunction 
Junct ion,'" says creator, w riter, and 
director D aVid Gips. "It's the blend of 
nostalgia and modern jokes tha t ha s 
made the play a success." 

G ips developed a taste for comedy ­
writing du ring a San Diego radio stint 
as Dodger Dave, a morning-show per­
sona lity listen ers w o uld d a r e to do 
s tunts. "Once I w ore a d ia per a n d 
passed out donuts at the a irport," says 
G ips, w ho received a dual bachelor 's 
degree from the Newhouse School a nd 
the School of Management in 1990. 

H e kic k e d aroun d t h e idea for 
Saturday Morning Live for a cou p le of 
years b efore mov ing to C hicago to 
study w ith the S econd Ci ty comedy 
troupe, w here he met a woman w ho, he 
say s, is "the spitting image o"f Scooby 
Doo's Velma." The play soon began to 
take shape. . 

W ith enough financia l backing, Gips 
hopes to br ing the show to New York 
C ity , w here new a udiences can kic k 
back with their childhood memories. 

- J UDY S UTTON 
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