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EXploratorium 

"""' 

to see things through a pretty common New York-centric lens," says Thorson, a 

professor of international relations in the Maxwell School of Citizenship and 

Public Mfairs. "I came back with the notion that it would be nice to put together 

something that had that same kind of capability for students." 

1"·ha t vision became rea lity earlier this year with 
th e unveiling of the Inte rnational Exploratorium on the 
ground floor of SU's newest building, Melvin A. Eggers Hall. 
T he International Exploratorium is a w indow to the world, a 
multimedia facility eguipped to provide access to foreign-lan
g uage televisio n a nd radio broadcasts, internatio na l press 
reports, and a variety of maps a nd q ua ntitative data. 

Much to Thorson's delig ht , students can now v iew live 
television newscasts from Portugal, Jordan, Greece, a nd 27 
other nations. International video conferences are being p lan
ned and the 70-seat classroom may soon offer, among other 
advantages, th ree-d imensio na l imaging so Doug Armstrong, 
a n associate professor of a nthropology, can take students on 
a visua l walk-through of archaeological digs in Jamaica. 

The International Exploratoriu m is a prime example of 
how S U continues to expand its educational scope beyond 
traditional boundaries - and beyond the United States. In 
many cases, advancing technology is help ing to create new 
a nd far-reaching opportuni ties for fac ul ty and s tu den ts . 
T hese range from the development of a n educational com
puter system in the Philippines to the creation of joint edu
cationa l ventures in Eastern E urope and Russia. 

Every college a t SU, from education to engineering and 
computer science, is involved in some inte rnationa l endeav
or, either on campus, off campus, or both. H ere 's a sampling: 

Newhouse - A large component of N ewhouse's photogra
p hy program involves spending a semester of study in 
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London. Students use the city as a backdrop for assign
ments; visit studios, picture agencies, and London newspa
pers; and take trips to Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 

"It's a wonderful opportunity for fresh and eye-opening 
experiences, new sights, new smells, and new sounds that 
are very stimulating to the photography student," says Tony 
Golden, chairman of the photography department. 

• Architecture-" Architecture is not a parochial practice," 
says Bruce Abbey, dean of the School of Architecture. "It's 
worldwide, and one has to go see the models of excellence." 

Nearly 80 percent of fourth-year students in the School of 
Architecture spend a summer, semester, or year in Florence, 
Italy, with SU's Division of International Programs Abroad. 
Students not only take required design courses, but visit and 
study the country's many architectural gems. "This is an 
in tegral part of our curriculum, a nd I can't overstate its 
necessity for our students, particularly those from within a 
200-mile radius of Syracuse," says Abbey. "They need to get 
out and see the sophistication of the world." 

• Management-"Not long ago, globalization was a concern 
for corporate strategists and planners," says Peter Koveos, a 
professor of finance in t he School of Management. "Now, 

with large, dig itally created topographic maps of the 
Tibetan Plateau. The geology professor runs a n interna
tional venture called INDEPTH, or the Internationa l 
D eep Profiling of Tibet a nd the Himalayas. He and sci
entists from universities worldwide are try ing to create 
an accurate image and understanding of the crust be
neath the Tibetan Plateau, the 
largest elevated area on earth. 

With an improved picture of 
the formation of this area, 
where Asia and India collided 
some 5 0 million years ago, 
Nelson and his colleagues 
hope to gain a better under
standing of the mechan-
ics of mountain forma
tions. This research 
can a lso h e lp those 
studying how t h e 
earth 's movement 
affects the chem
istry of the ocean 
and the global 
climate. 

contintlestO 
even entry-level managers need a global mind-set. They 
need to know the players, the regulatory trends, t he r isks 
and returns, and much more." 

To meet these needs, the school has a multitude of r e
sources available in the four-year-old Olivia and Walter Kie
bach Center for International Business Studies, w hich is lo
cated in the Crouse-Hinds School of Management Building 
and d irected by Koveos. Using international databases such 
as Worldscope Disclosure and World Bank Tables, students 
and faculty can examine finan cial information from 8,000 
companies in 40 countries and review data on 139 economies. 

Students can a lso take international finance cou rses 
through a partnership between the School of Management 
and East China University of Technology in Shanghai. 
Students travel to China during the summer to participate 
in the program, w hich also includes field trips and an in
depth look at China 's emerging markets. 

• Arts and Scie nces - Doug Nelson 's lab in the base
ment of the Heroy Geology Laboratory is wallpapered 
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• Education and Information Studies - Can you imagine a uni
versity that offers courses to 400,000 students on 13,642 islands 
across five time zones, all without a campus? One exists. 

Universitas Terbuka provides education for students via 
mail, audio cassettes, a nd television transmissions through
out Indonesia. Professors from SU's schools of education 
and information studies have been involved w it h the institu
tion since its inception 10 years ago, helping the Indonesian 
Ministry of Culture and Education develop both the curric
ula and technology to make higher education available to 
many people who could not otherwise attend college for 
financial or logistical reasons. 

"This university is playing a very important role in devel
oping Indonesia and helping improve t he literacy and edu
cational skills of its people," says Mike Nilan, an associate 
professor of information studies. 

"Right now we're helping solve some of the problems the 
university has had with an increased enrollment of students 
w ho need feedback w hen they are working a lone at a dis
tance," says Don E ly , a professor of instructional design, 
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d evelopment, a nd evaluation in the School of Education. 
"We're try ing to create a lterna tive ways to make the learn
ing more motivationa l, to reta in students, to p rovide q uicker 
feedback, a nd to he lp them be interactive in the process. " 

..,.._,,, 

U ""f:(virtue of the very nature of many of its prog rams 
and ~ d epartments - interna tional relations, political sci
ence, history , geography, etc.- the Maxwell School has the 
University's broadest range of internationa lly related func
tions, cou rses, and in stitutes. 

Last spring, Matt Bonham, director of SU's international 
relations program, ta ught a course in which students took 
p a rt in compute r confe ren ces w ith student groups from 
inst itutions across the United S tates and in countries such 
as F inla nd, Fra nce, a nd Spain. 

Instead of simp ly h aving his students read a nd d iscuss 
certain subject matter, Bonh am involved t h e m in some 
interna tional role -p lay ing. Teams of students represented 
p a rtic ular c ountries- a t S U it w as Brazil, India, a nd 
Russia -and p articipa ted in simulated conferences. They 
negotiated issues such as the environment and a rms cont rol. 

"T his type of expe rience really g ives studen ts a feel fo r 
w hat it 's like to be involved in in ternationa l negotiat ion, " 

says Bonham . "T h ey were dealing with issues that a re really 
b eing d iscussed at t he inte rnat iona l system s level. " Su ch 
projects, says T horson, provid e "stud ents a n id ea of how 
d ifficul t it is to express id eas clear ly across c ul tures. I t 
a llows them to see the comp lexity of it ." 

Thorson is involved in a larger project, the G loba l Affairs 
Inst itu te , established la st y ear to bring togeth e r scholars 
from th e variou s soc ia l scie n ce discip lines w it h s imilar 
regional and topical inter ests. For years, faculty mem bers in 
the M axwell S ch ool have been condu ct ing inte rna tiona l 
research stud ies, b ut there had traditiona lly been little col
laboration and coord ina tion of efforts. An African polit ical 
scientist, fo r insta nce, might have had very little contact 
w ith an African sociologist . No more. The inst itute focuses 
on combined research in a reas such as conflict resolut ion, 
internationa l polit ical eco nomy , comparative gover nment 
studies, a nd compara tive med ia s tud ies. 

"Globa l Affa irs was set up in pa rt to provid e a central en
try point to resolve some logistical issues," says T horson, its 
d irector. "But the other part, the more important program-

matic part, was really to give focu s to the external side. W e 
wanted to get t hose of us w ho w ere w orking in the interna
tiona l a rea involved in policy-related issues that made a dif
ference." 

One examp le involves Maxwell 's J oint Eastern E urope 
C e nte r fo r D e mocr a tic Educat ion a nd G overn a n ce. Its 
director, J oe J u lian, trains teachers in Russia to d emocra
tize the social studies curriculum in the country's p r imary 
a nd seconda ry schools . "We've got people w ho k now a lot 
about democratic theory to ta lk about how it rela tes to the 
pract ice of teaching a class in a country tha t 's never really 
had any experien ce in it, " says Thorson. 

M axwell faculty are also involved in projects in Southeast 
Asia. In I993, S U became th e first American inst itution to 
sign a formal agreement with the P eople's Republic of C hina . 
Maxwell facu lty a r e working w it h the faculty a t China's 
Nationa l School of Administration (CNSA), w hich t rains 
ranking civil service emp loyees in the centra l government. 
SU is teaching CNSA's faculty how to teach p ublic admin
istration and train government managers through execut ive 
education programs in Beijing. SU faculty are also beg inning 
to colla borate w it h th e C hinese fac ulty in new resea r ch 
efforts to improve the structu re of the Chinese government. 

After learning of SU's init iatives in C hina, T ra n Chien 

• 
T hang, a Vietnamese student in M axwell 's executive educa
tion program, p roposed that S U cr eate a simila r relationship 
w it h t h e N a tion a l In stitu te of Public A d ministratio n of 
Vietnam in H anoi. S uch a n agreement w as formalized last 
summer. "We don't have a basic training in public administra
tion," say s T hang. "W e're starting from the beginning. What is 
the role of government? How do you build a legal system? The 
professors at Maxwell are the professionals. They can help us." 

"Asia is the most ra p id ly developing regio n on ea rth, " 
says M a rwyn Sa muels, a geogra p hy professor involved in 
both the C hina and Vietna m ini tiatives. "Governments a nd 
public policies are undergoing ra pid cha nge. For us to keep 
up a nd make sense of it a ll is a b ig challenge for our training 
programs in China and Vietnam. 

"We won 't try to provid e answers to all the p roblems in 
C hina or Vietnam. It 's not our business to go out and solve 
problems of political and administrative reform, but we can 
address the options and ways to approach the issue of reform." 

In the process o f he lp ing educate another port ion of the 
w orld, S U continues to expand its own w orld. • 
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