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‘Thesis Statement

Naturalizing the Neoliberal Subject

The Object: to Change the Soul

Neoliberalism exists in two forms: policy and ideology. On
the policy side, a crusade of deregulation, privatization, and
competition was ushered in by Neoliberal politicians like
Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan. On the ideology
side,Neoliberalismconstructsforusaseriesof truthgames.
It tells us: our society is too complex for us to understand,
and therefore it can not be ordered by humans. In contrast,
the market is itself a mechanism of spontaneous order, and
therefore is better suited to calculate, process, and order
our society. Subsequently, it is humans who must adapt to
the needs of the market.

The result is the financialization of everything, and the
production of a subject who is most compatible with the
needs of the market. This subject is pacified, so as to numb
criticality, and this subject’s human capital is maximized,
spending all time producing or consuming. The market
operates as the head of design of our cities, and builds
environments which perpetuate its ideal subject.

In the landscape of tax breaks, enterprise zones, and
visa incentives, particular environments emerge which
project the agenda of the market in its most raw state.
These environments, capital imaginaries, are produced by
Neoliberal policy and naturalize Neoliberal ideology. Inside,
they reveal the production of the Neoliberal Subject which
exists in all spaces.

The Neoliberal Subject is comprised of three parts, and
for each part | have developed a case study on a capital
imaginary whose construction is directly in pursuit of its
production.First,the Depoliticized Individual.Inmyowntruth
games, | assert that Kop van Zuid in Rotterdam is about the
view. The view constructs the individual, and in such a way
that they are depoliticized. Second, the Uncritical Laborer.
In these truth games, | assert that Canary Wharf in London
is a simulacrum. The simulacrum constructs the laborer,
and in such a way that they are made uncritical. Third, the
Entertained Consumer. In these truth games, | assert that
Hudson Yards is about the experience. The experience
constructs the consumer, and in such a way that they are
constantly entertained.

TheNeoliberalSubjectasnaturalized by CapitalImaginaries
is a terrifying figure. They have been pacified, castrated,
and are constantly either producing or consuming. They
are burnt out, stressed out, and are under the impression it
is due to their own flaws. Far from honoring our ‘Right to the
City’ the landscapes of capital we produce are naturalizing
our own demise.



‘Neoliberalism’
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‘Neoliberalism: Associations
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'Neoliberalism: Discourse
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‘Neoliberalism: Policy

| COSOLIDATION. oF e |
| AND FOMER. TD TEAOURATIC —'r
| ELTES

REESTADLCHM N "'T
uw:.emhm |

— g

10

|

Neoliberalism: Ideology |

THE MARET AS (ORDERING SISTEM

(AWRINTEES, INDOMDUAL TRCETOM BT TEMANDS [NDIVIDUAL RE STOS@ILTY

n*

;;}:i' DIINES e U .rw:m,b urpﬂ m/x& v Chyiae u»wfémti

| NATURNZED TS (F NELEERAIS |

NEWTUALS AN ONLY (BTN & LIMITED KNOMEBSE OF THE BEAL COMPLEXMES 5 E  WomL
s
[NDVDUMS (hador PLAN Jue SOUETY

ﬂ*lﬁ'{
THE MARKET (5 [TELF ALOMEEX SYSTIEM, UNIQUELY ABLE O HAWDLE WE (MPEXTIES OF ov® W

LD

THE MARKET SHOLD CALCULATE , PROCGESS, AMD ORpep U2 StlleTT

Hups
FENE M Soipl TRATICES MUST NPT D e MARKET

- L
VN o Vi

VRE 15 (N Mesgeed IN Hﬂ MARKET 15 A ALL-ENCOMPASING
OF CAvTTAL Wl orber

- /

11



‘Neoliberalism: Subjectivity
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Spaces produced by Neoliberal policy,
that naturalize Neoliberal ideology

these environments naturalize the

The Neoliberal Subject

The Depoliticized Individual
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'Kop van Zuid: Truth Games |

Featureless architecture,
purely a vehicle for

encasing the picture plane
The gaze objectifies the city and
its inhabitants, leaving one subject The power of the collective is
Creating high property value on the other side undermined by individualism
(perspective/picture plane)
/ Artifact of Consumption:
" . " . [ . mgw = Culture
Kop van Zuid is about The View constructs The Individual is Depoliticized

the View the Individual by the View

The View is something you \

own, the city as private

Masterplan _ _ _ property The View disconnects one from The city is to be looked
Changing the image of the city

the reality of the urban. ltis a at, not livedin
piCtU re The image of the city rendered
flat by the picture plane
Architectural Trinkets

Y

. . Picture Plane
The View enables Kop van Zuid to construct
Wellness

The Depoliticized Individual

The Depoliticized Individual
The Viewer

The Owner

The Subject

The Object

30
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'Kop van Zuid: Truth Games |

orThes
Manhattan on the Maas
ow
e the
The Individual The Collective
idualsm
. o ncvic Depoliticized

The View

Luxor Theater

Floéﬁng Jrees

Manhattan on the Maas

Horizon

Harbor relics

Rijnhaven

Residential

Historical

\
Office

Siza’'s New York-worthy Skyscraper

World Port Centre

South Side Harbor Relics

M v Mana

View towards Harbor

North side

Euromast

Kop van Zuid is about the View
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'Kop van Zuid: Truth Games |

The Individual

Manhattan on the Maas

The Collective

Depoliticized

The City

The View

World Port Centr

The Individual

34

The gaze objectifies the city

The Individual

Manhattan on the Maas

Ownership

The power of the collective is
undermined by individualism

The Collective

The City

The positioning of the towers ensures that
with motion the view changes, itself flattening
for the viewer’s delight

The View

The complexity of the urban is
flattened to the picture plane

The View disconnects the
subject from the life of the city

The View Constructs the Individual

The Individual
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'Kop van Zuid: Truth Games |

Manhattan on the Maas

The Collective The City The View The Individual

Depoliticized

The gaze objectifies the city

In this way, the subject is
depoliticized

The view passifies {]

The Individual is Depoliticized by the View

The power of the collective is
undermined by individualism

Depoliticized A disconnect arises along the

37




'Kop van Zuid: Film

38

Capital Imaginaries: Kop van Zuid

The Depoliticized Individual

https://vimeo.com/383450223
password: hanneke
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'Kop van Zuid: Film Stills|
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'Kop van Zuid: Film Stills|
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'Kop van Zuid: Film Stills|
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'Kop van Zuid: Film Stills|
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'Kop van Zuid: Film Stills|
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'Naturalizing the Neoliberal Subject

50

Canary Wharf

The Uncritical Laborer

51
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1979
Currency exchange controls abolished
. . British residents gained unrestricted right to buy and sell currency
‘ Canary Wharf: Timeline ‘ 1980 Isle of Dogs Enterprise Zone
Local Government, Planning and Land Act 1980: , Generous tax breaks and zoning leniency to attract investment
Provided legal basis for Urban Deyelopment Corporations (UDCs)
- Fall outside the contrpl of locally|elected politicians, but are accountable to Parliament through the Secretary of|State for the Environment Tax Benefits (')
P79 . . . . .
‘ bolned - Use their resources primarily as a lever to attract private investment 1 9 8 1 - Z 01
Loca andActigp0 o e ———— - Flexible approach to planning, ‘be opportunist with regards to proposals from developers’ No development land tax =
basis fgr Urban D ti (UDCs)
B e e e - e 1981- 2014 > 1983 100% capital allowance for new commercial/industrial buildings
8 e s 1552 et capadtonamanconstwes 1" (\ AN IARY W H ‘\RF =7 Big Bang agreement singed ig Bang' Technology|Reform to be set against corporation and income taxes
3 o500y e e ravesbrssosdt ” ‘ - Deregulation of the banking secfor - i1
o) [ 4000000y — ‘ 9 ‘ g secy £20,850,000 cost of the site and building would be reduced to
o oo | e —— | Banks can leave the ‘square milg £15,400,000 by the tax concessions
1986 R e zone was set up with a planning scheme and any proposex 8 . B s
el WA e H Pobcingutislinri g O ‘ anks can move in
g o i e zore s ree an happen outside of the singular trading floor . i
g such as use, meaning warehouses could be turned to offices 5 m
—_—— s furthr pormison. H Zoning Benefits
i ) @ ;_? The zone was set up with a planning scheme and any proposed 3
bro ‘ 93_ General 75% intiial allgwance agaijnst tax for 3 development that conformed to the scheme was deemed to have 8
ikascfy o el icofr industrial investment abolished except in t been given planning consent. I
tqLe “Britgin's Decling” . < :
‘aworlfi power, nof even withih Europe E terprise Zones o . . L o
dthe o iting thefmarke o ok : P Q Development within the zone is free from zoning restrictions ]
[$] 1 o . ) =}
3 7] such as use, meaning warehouses could be turned to offices o
_| e =
g " without further permission. (o]
o Isle of Dogs Enterpr 2
Margaret Thatcher: Prime Minister 1979 - 1990 ‘ 9.
Primary Neoliberal golitician. ::‘:‘EME o T00milon of damdge L 171
Deregulgtion, reduction bf union pojver i 11,000,00n¥ of office space | 9 ,b
Wichasl Hessltine Secretary MichaclHesetine \ %'itish Government bailed jout by IMF
for the Environment 1979 - 1983 |Secretary for the
D wals the main patron of thg LDDC [Environment | |
oot e e o 1p79
o Strikes during the ‘Winter of Discontent’
: FE R - o Paul Richt - Wharf ?gtlv:\rpsu\surypurchaseaf\andmse\\tnpr\vztedeve\cpers
m [hoc of £70 milion (-d 3 987 ‘eanmexan‘me ’ v ~Croa or 1979 . . . e TR I) s e
z L eactootiouent e e e hooo Leccerispponoaty il former Confidential/dispatch tg London entitled “Britain's Decling
1987 N L - . . . .
o I — 13 bl o b o A S R o L35G brmies o gmenmen povers Britain no longer a world power, not even withih Europe
: Chief Executive 1981 - 1 q o use . -Financed jov. sales for : :
= = ‘ DD Achforements by 1988 “Moved projec fornardndpendent of the marketcondiions | | Market forces would be/ the only way to achieve urban regeneration
= - . Dereior L recires St , oot w 7| and the old planning system was inhibiting the market to work
o The|LDDC marks a distinct shift in urban policy Houses: 24.046 new inits as major |
[« towards the f cgpital and th " 5 | P driving force for urban development o |
ore social interests Docklands Light Railjvay, City of : d Of‘Ocmaummmt:sbenenlsme\oca\ e — |
To(a\Pub\c\nveslmem(GQ;j;zgm:ﬁgr:Graﬂl).Et&Sb\H\ n I |
Il
1991 |
'emre Travelstead (US) EEE‘?I;‘X:S;%%;'" m |
te |
Binestine T e R B s oepusce exscu] George acobosc:Chiet Execative Canary WhartGrop ——— __ ____________________|Georelacobescu:Chairman CEOoICWG : 1
w vt scies ot Ml I o ; S
inthewdrid Olympia +York ) b anary WHarf Group floated on L  Prime Mi -1
< . e Margaret Thatcher: Prime 990 | 006
T F R ; o Primary Neoliberal politician. Palicy included: | IRA planted bomb, killing 2 people and causirig £100 million of damage
1993 . . . of . . .
o - N y  prepeen Deregulation, flexible labor markets, privatization of state assests,| reduction of union power : Desfr gyr/]inegc1 (;)0”(‘) O()Inlwlif o?‘ficgs o J g
988, ? 1995 %‘ | ’ ’
Eoooragn ] g:."c‘;’;anl!,ank‘.n Fund and
[The City = E60 per sqft. o rince Al- leed bin Tjalal for §
& Wars Tavelatead | [Giympia Yok i ; i [ Ganaryvitar S| R Michael Heseltine Secretary . . L Michael Heseltine Y — — — — — — N N N N N N N N S ) N S S S N N
E E E E E BE EEEEERBEEE E C B B E EEEEEEE 5B ERBEEE < for the Envi < < Secretary for the e 8 8 oo Q e 3 Q Q O S S S S S S S Qo Q Q o o o
Tr o - : in ot o i t %) K o o)) ~ o3) © Q Q Q o = N (&) N o
fomee " o ctbnteois |~ [Soarywhetopens Jepartment as'the main patron of the’. DDC OISk (@) AS) w & %) (©) ~ o ©
an s 1001 ) 095 Docklands
L nfold, |Docklands Light Raiivay 5% ofpr atG
“ohing [expansion/1opens 1981
fover £1milljon/acre
A 4 ;‘?: ﬁl British Government set up the quasi-autonomous Governmental deyelopment agency: London Docklands Development Corporation
oy [ Ry orrs. 058 o | Brgnarsd toinitiate development of the public land in Docklands to make situations attragtive to private investment London Docklands Development Corporation
w :”fn‘;“c“ " iy b asterplar . K R R .
E o ’ Eoar o o ey oo London Docklands Development Corporation Provides land and infrastructure for development and attracts private investment
[75] xpansion 2 opens L 4 o . .
. & First task of LDDC was to build hpuses Powers
— Thatcher calls Paul Reichmann, “you are the pnly developer who can do Canary Wharf” - Cumpulsory purchase of land to sell to private developers
1981 . . L
m LDDC Initid | t of £70 il - Prepare land for regeneration and provide improvements in infrastructure
nitiglannual grant o miffion - - - Created developer-friendly planning procedures and land developin
: Reichmann sends team to examine . . . p yp gp ping
I Verdict: Doh't touch it The development process is mainly characterized by the incentives
n_ ' market-oriented|and top down approach where the ceTtral 1998 - Leader is appointed by British Government (typically former top management
D Thatcher cbntinues parsuasion government manipulated decision-making and planning LDDC final annual grant of £300 million from finance/development world) . .
> u-l Rea Ward: Chief Executive LDDC1981- 1968 processes, land values and property markets in order to - LDDC overrules local government authority’s planning powers
g 9 Bl secure the private developers interest - Financed by central gov. grants and land sales for development
o« I ‘be opportunist with regards to proposals from developers’ LDDC Achievements by 1988 - Moved project forward independent of the market conditions
S <L - Total Ared: 2.226 hectares
Lttt Canary o Contry ooy T T 1008 > - Land Sold for Redevelopment: 431,40 hectares Criticism
Roman City of London Monarchy Moves to Westminster Aristocrats Develop West Port Moves Downriver jorking Class District Develops around Port ontainerization Pushes Docks West enter Buil Docks . . ) i . . . .
e . e ) - Derelict Land Reclaimed: 762,43 hectares - Promoting undemocratic practices (minimal political/societal support needed)
oc TheLDDC marks a distinct shift in urban policy | Houses: 34.046 new units OHS . ; . .
t ds the int ts of ital and th . t . | ials 25 mill 5 - Marginalizing planning and social concerns and by using the market as major
3 - o ..
n- owards e.ln erests of capital an e req_u_memen S Commerdial and nc_:l strial Space: 5 millionm driving force for urban development
of private investors over|the local authorities|and - Employment Creation: 85.000 new jobs . - Public services to benefits the local population remained under responsibility
54 social interests + Docklands Light Railway, City of London airport and road improvements of local authorities
+ Total Public Investment (Government Grant): £ 1,86 billion
+ Total Private Investment: £ 7,70 billion




1991
1984 Bank lending to
- - G. Ware Travelstead (US) property sector in
‘ Canary Wharf: Tlmellne ‘ proposes c)anaryWharf a UK= ~£42 billion
10m ft? financial center, far
more ambitious .
George lacobescu: " -
than the plans of the 3 1992 Deputy Chief Executive utive Cana George lacobescu: 'm EO of CW!
pro s enterprise zone 1987 P
. ) roperty Grash
‘ oo T |.L| Olympia + York takes gver Canary Wharf project 1992
o basis fch Urtoan D tofs (UDGs) ,“ , Generous tax breaks and zoning leniency to attract investment from G Wa e Travelste ad’ the Iargest ) ) ) 1999
o S e e : o 1981- 2014 I_ development in the warld Olympia + :(ggégoes into bankruptcy, owing $20bn Canary Wharf Group floated on London Stock 5004 2009
> | buildings Exchange .
[8) i noed e Sang b ot againstcorporation and meom (axcs * \AN ARY W H‘ RF . ) Qatari investment
5 - gl et » / \ > 1987 Canary Wharf group emerges from administration/bankfuptcy Canary Wharf Group taken over by uthority ahd Brookfield
| Banks can leave the ‘Square mile e tax concessions i r . e
o rosnecmpen sisd00000by et - 1985 Bank Iencb (9 toé’rog‘ﬁ ty Builder, Landloard, Owner of all Freeholds (land) and half the buildings ???t?bllgd ('IV'ROFQ?]” Stanley) f(ljlr g (CN) bozgrt Canary
o Zoning Benefits . sectorin =~£15 billion .7bn Paul Reichmann expelle
GQ:snsera\T - 7 Zhezonewa‘sse!upwwthap[\alnmrvgschemeandanyproposed 3 m SOM Masterplan 063 Wharf Portfolio from
et hoosment n H oenghen paning consen s
° o finthe zoneis free n_ Songbird for £2.6bn
g such as use, meaning warehouses could be tured to offices 3 October 1987 o] . . . . . - ')
| — suchasuse. mearing vere : Black Moniiay rivate sector contribytion to the Jubilee line extension £400 million §
| - % 1088 T 1995 I
79 — , -
o Witbr of Discofent ® o . 2
S I N = Top rent Canary Wharf = 3 Canary Wharf Group aquired by Paul 2
rannolopgeraworliponer ol even i Eurooe £20 per sq\ft = Reichmann, Franklin Mutual Series Fund, and g-
(¢) fthece epreettever The City = £60 per sq ft. o Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal for £800 million o
S G =
o 5 b o,
2 i Owner of Canary Wharf: Z @
Margaret Thatcher: Prime Minister 1979 - 1990 - - . . " -
P = Jeoworaotcn ‘ 1996 edbom omtbnedandbe G. Ware Travelstead | Olympia + York (Paul Reichmann) IBanks Canary Wharf Group| | Canary Wharf Group (Paul Reichmann) | Canary Wharf Group (Songbird aka Morgan Stanley) |Canary Wharf Group (Songbird aka Qatar + Brookfield)
eregulgtion, reduction pf union pover tr [1,000,00n¥ of office space
Michael Heseltine Secretary [Michael Heseltine <] o O <9 <9 © © I« © © © © © © © © © © © © © (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@)
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\ Canary Wharf: Truth Games \

A general condition of

Whol . productivity exists at all
ole space is private property times, in all spaces within
theisland
Canary Wharfis The Simulacrum constructs
-
a Simulacrum the Laborer
Dissolving the boundary
bet k and
Everything carefully planned ) ) ] © V\;]eoenn_\\llvvgrrk an
and controlled: setbacks, Simulating the urbanism
public squares of a city that never
existed
Y

62

The Simulacrum enables Canary Wharf to construct
The Uncritical Laborer

The city is presented as smooth,
clean pleasant

The Laborer is made Uncritical
by the Simulacrum

\

The smoothness does
not invite criticism or
conflict, instead it
renders passivity

All the friction of urbanity is
sanded out

Neatly managed image of
nature covering top of
train station

Friendly barrier between
nature set and plaza set

Parametric Vomitorium

Uncritical Laborers
Office Workers
Commuters

Elite

Smoothscape, lines
inscribed on ground for
subliminal stage blocking

Set pieces
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'Canary Wharf: Truth Games |

Canary Wharf is a Simulacrum
Maintain 4m openings Static and
on ground level unobstructed seating
‘ Classigal look, high
quality materials only
L Rounded
markers on
Setback upper corners Cabjpt Square
stories
) Step back Rounded
‘ along square markers on Flank One Canada
Ganary Whartis planned \ rner Square with tall
EEES down to the last detail Regular facade \ CO e S bu||d|ngs to Create
R Stepping on the skyline
» south facade for Classical Flank One Canada
\ -— .
r maximum features Square with tall
« sunlighting buildings to create
\ .
\ skyline
\ P g
\ e
® ! ’
i \\ Stepstoraise e
3% \ Ordered public square IS
552 Limestone plinth | N nature stage off PP g
. 5 ) AN ground .7 . Base of tower relates to
P ' - g i i
; : . AN - - public spacein scale
it \ \ -7 g
Y \ . B e - .
1! \ . .- L Maintain 4m openings
L ) | N PP P on ground level
g . X X \ _ - P L .
: Maintain 4m openings ) . - PR Classicist form with
\ N P - ; .
. onground level . v - K modern materials Barricade
e ' . -7 e planters
< Commy ) \mu\"‘-qp‘ﬁ” ) M- T <
S fumnelinto et - O O O.
— . [ o , Cabot Square Canada Place S.
prosemstheciyas D(’:;fé?””’es Neg, ﬁvgg‘)@ e onenon s dissoned " Westferry Circus RN
oo i e e / \
The reality is thatitis W/lho“’s{v/so,/w/?fou © \ )
oy ke s o i
ettt cion " ocngyro e erodcivty st imes mellspaces S Pleasant public
Maximizing human capital and the Grand and curated S Space
productive capacity beyond 40 hours . ~ N
presentation of nature S
~ . Entrances to
shopping mall
below
Canary Wharfis planned

down to the last detail
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'Canary Wharf: Truth Games |

saoeds puuioilt

o0 PUE

~-.C
Mty

Canary Whart
presents the city as
smooth, clean, and
pleasant

The reality is thatitis
ahighly controlled
environment which
edits out the friction
of urbanity,leaving
only labor

o
fupnelintothe ST

Rogular facado

s

Maximizing human capital and the
productive capacity beyond 40 hours

. The separation between work
i and non-work is dissolved
g
S

Canary Wharfis planned
down to the last detail

Pub

working places N ur

/

Leaving a general condition of
productivity at all times in all spaces

genof social

the non-work hours

capital O

Net
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Simulacrum

Commercial

Labor

Infrastructure
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The Simulacrum constructs the Laborer

purden of socil
_work hours

Pub
\aces the
the non

Cap'\ta\ on

tworking P

Ne

The separation between work
and non-work is dissolved

S w®

<o

Leaving a general condition of
productivity at all times in all spaces
Maximizing human capital and the
productive capacity beyond 40 hours
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\ Canary Wharf: Truth Games \

Labor

The Laborer is made Uncritical by the Simulacrum

Canada Place

Canary Wharfis planned
- down to the last detail

Canary Wharf
presents the city as
smooth, clean, and
pleasant.

turden of O
work hour

Thereality is that itis
a highly controlled
environment which
edits out the friction
of urbanity, leaving
only labor

Thereality is thatitis
d

ed
of urbanity,
only labor

Leaving ageneral condition of
/ productivity at all times in al s

Maximizing human capital and the
productive capacity beyond 40 hours
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‘Canary Wharf: Film|

70

Capital Imaginaries: Canary Wharf

The Uncritical Laborer

https://vimeo.com/383173141
password: hanneke
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'Canary Wharf: Film Stills |
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'Canary Wharf: Film Stills |
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'Canary Wharf: Film Stills |
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'Canary Wharf: Film Stills |
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'Canary Wharf: Film Stills |
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'Naturalizing the Neoliberal Subject
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Hudson Yards

The Entertained Consumer
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'Hudson Yards: Site Plan’

Hudson Yards

New York City Midtown West
84 85
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'Hudson Yards: Economic Elevation

HO.RE.CA. COMMERCIAL. CULTURAL WELLNESS

90% stake

30 Hudson Yards

The Shops and Restaurants

KPF

2019

10 Hudson Yards

KPF
2016

929% stake: $259 million
915% occupancy

KPF + Kevin Roche
019

90

55 Hudson Yards 35 Hudson Yards

The Shed

15 Hudson Yards
Diller Scafidio + Renfro  Diller Scafidio + Renfro
2018

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

2017

OFFICE RESIDENTIAL HO. RE. CA. COMMERCIAL CULTURAL

********************

! 2015

Initial Owners

4 . Related receivesa $690 —»

WELLNESS

2019

selling their space for $2.2 billion

ffffffffff S

ERELATED.

WarnerMedia executed a leaseback,

financing, including
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l
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90% stake
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million loan for construction ERELATED

WarnerMedia bought office condo
prior to construction

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

2019
Financed with a $1.43 billion
commercial mortgage-backed

AT — commercialmorigage-bac
:A"]EITIZ @ security interest-only loan from

iR

COACH

=i
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The City as Backdrop

Built for Instagram.
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Hudson Yards is about the Experience

Place Experience
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Domestic Experience
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Service Economy Stage
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Domestic Experience

Place Experience
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Place Experience
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Public Space Experience
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Alltime not spent working is colonized by consumption and

entertainment, producing Entertained Consumers

The Consumer is Entertained by the Experience
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‘Where is This Going?

116

Writing my Own Truth Games

Where Is This Going?

What makes working on this problem of ‘what are you going to
do about it?’ so difficult is the inherent truth that the only thing
that will successfully rupture Capitalismis Capitalismitself. And
by no means is this event a pipe dream, our current epoch of
Late Capitalism is running itself into ever more rapid cycles of
crisis, and the virgin territory for expansion is running slim. If the
Marxists are to be believed, capitalism will fail, and soon, but of
course the question of what will come after may be worse.

| would like to imagine this moment, when capital has pushed
itself to its own limits, and speculate on how far it will have taken
us. To follow the trajectory set out by today’s spaces of capital
toits perfection. To lay the contradictions of capital bare to their
own demise, so that one may see them plainly in their own life.

A bit of an extended metaphor:

If capitalism is to be imagined as an archipelago of islands,
connected by aweb of bridges. The terroristbombing of asingle
bridge, a single effect of capitalism, would do little to disrupt the
system. Even a coordinated attack, bombing twenty bridges in
one moment, can provide opportunity for capitalism to rebuild,
hiring the bombers to design them bomb-proof. No, this would
not disrupt the archipelago’s web.

There is, however, the natural force of the wind, which, when
blown from an uncalculated direction, causes the bridges to

slowly start to sway. That wind need not pick up, but simply
continue its steady pressure, and the bridge’s sway will grow
larger with every oscillation. If the wind continues to blow, the
bridges will reach such force that they tear themselves apart,
for they were not built properly to begin with. This is what I'm
going for. If the inherent logics of capital (wind) continue to blow,
the bridges will tear themselves apart. It makes me wonder what
will its deck look like in that moment before it snaps? So that we
might notice the subtle movements back and forth underneath
our feet at this very moment.

The films offer a first look into this world. They are shot in some
of the most blatant spaces of Neoliberal ideology, and offer an
eerie speculation on how these spaces naturalize that ideology.
They show an eerie world of glass with deactivated protagonists
stumbling through them. They show a clear served and servant
class, boundaries, gates, cameras.

Architecture as narrative becomes a powerful technique of
critique in the radical projects of Superstudio and the thesis
work of Koolhaas, Vreisendorp, E. Zenghelis, and Z. Zenghelis
(among the other projects listed in references). My thesis will
mirror their medium of world-building and radical future.
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