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these goals are lofty in light of the realities of Romanian life and the
weaknesses of the child protection systems currently in place. Today,
birth control is widely available in post-Communist Romania; however,
mothers still desert their children because they feel they cannot afford to
raise them, infants are still at developmental risk, and many children
still lack a permanent family environment.'”! Even the most favorable
statistics put present levels of domestic adoption at only 1,355 per year,
which leaves close to 8,000 children abandoned, without permanent
homes.!*? This does not include those 49,000 who are institutionalized
or in revolving foster care.!” The new laws, as they stand now, harm
the very recipients the government set out to protect. Romania, in its
decision to ban intercountry adoptions, violated the basic rights of these
children set forth in the UNCRC - the right to develop fully, to
protection from harmful influences and to participate fully in a
family.'** Romania, thus, denied thousands of orphaned and abandoned
children the opportunity to grow up in permanent families, free from the
harms of institutional life.
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