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evidence would not “dry up,” as for several reasons, that has not been
the case in the U.S. experience.

Moreover, wiretap should not be ignored for an additional reason:
it is effective. During 2002, electronic surveillance led to 1,617 arrests
and 2,066 convictions.*® Wiretap evidence is a particularly important
source of evidence when prosecuting a RICO case. Of the RICO cases
surveyed, 95% of the RICO convictions used electronic surveillance.*’
For all of these reasons, the U.K. should consider amending their
otherwise liberal rules of evidence.

CONCLUSION

Congress enacted the RICO as part of a comprehensive effort to
change the means by which the government attacked enterprise
criminality. The statute makes a single trial of all “siblings” in a crime
“family” possible and appropriate. It permits a judge and jury to
understand exactly what the defendants have done, in a way that the
American and English common law procedural and evidentiary rules
did not.

The success of RICO makes it an appealing model for other
nations’ legislation. In late 2004, when the U.K. proposed law
enforcement reforms with respect to organized crime, it looked to
RICO. Nevertheless, its evaluation of the statute is largely innocent of
the procedural and evidentiary considerations involved in effective
prosecution of enterprise criminality. For all of these reasons, the U.K.
should consider updating its trial procedure in order to take advantages
of the procedural advantages a joint trial affords against all forms of
enterprise criminality, including terrorism.

(codified at 18 U.S.C. App. 3, §§ 1-16 (2006)).

336. Director of the Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Report on
Application for Orders Authorizing or Approving the Interception of Wire, Oral, or
Electronic Communications 5 (2003), available at
http://www.uscourts.gov/wiretap03/contents.html (last visited Sept. 26, 2006).

337. Again, this information is preliminary data, found by using the Bonanno crime
family data as the sole source of information. This percentage may even be higher, but due
to limitations in the information available, this is the only percentage that can be stated with
any degree of certainty.
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