








Syracuse Journal of International Law and Commerce, Vol. 33, No. 1 [2005], Ar

https://surface.syr.edu/jilc/vol33/iss1/15 18



Schwartz: Franklin D. Roosevelt's Psychological Contribution To The United

2005] Roosevelt’s Psychological Contribution to the U.N. 231

support the war effort, but also to join in planning for the United
Nations. He was a delegate to the San Francisco conference that
established the U.N., and continued to support it as a leading member
and chairman of the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee. As Senator, he
gave a powerful speech supporting the United Nations at a time when
the crucial decision was to be made.

In January 1945, Vandenberg declared this position to the Senate,
“Our oceans have ceased to be moats which automatically protect our
ramparts.” He went on to say that he supported the United Nations
because he wanted “a new dignity and a new authority for international
law. I think American self-interest requires it.”

Senator Vandenberg’s shift to an internationalist position was
influenced by a number of factors that are difficult to assess. Two
elements that seem to have entered, however, can be related directly to
the influence of FDR. The first was the clear shift of the American
public to an internationalist position. A politically successful senator
was bound to note that change. As suggested above, American
internationalism was attributable, in part, to Roosevelt’s speeches as a
way of reaching the American public—literally and figuratively—where
they lived. The other factor that seems clear is Senator Vandenberg’s
relationship with the President, as indicated and furthered by FDR’s
choosing him as the President’s representative in several meetings in
which the United Nations organizational plans were formulated.
Roosevelt appears to have had the knack of charming people, at the
same time assessing their policy orientations.
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