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building are both needed if a global order is to develop and thrive. He 
managed to take advantage of every opportunity to move the nation 
toward international participation, linking that course to the needs of 
ordinary citizens in their day to day lives. He was able to gain support 
for war preparation by anticipating the danger and then using it for 
successful mobilization of effort when the nation was attacked. And 
while that was happening, he never stopped planning and working for 
the initiation of the institution that helped to make possible a world 
order, when the war ended. 

In our present situation, leadership of comparable quality is needed 
again. This time, the world situation seems far more complicated. In 
Roosevelt's time, the choice was between compromise with the Axis 
and war. After Pearl Harbor, the decision for war was inevitable. 
Roosevelt's preparation of the nation strengthened the unity of the 
nation, contributing to vigorous execution of the war and widespread 
support for the sacrifices it entailed. 

FDR converted the resulting unity into support for his postwar 
plans. Politically, FDR's plans for the United Nations might have run 
into opposition. As early as 1940, however, it became clear that 
isolationism would not dominate the Republican Party. Prior to the 
Republican convention of that year, Senators Robert A. Taft and Arthur 
H. Vandenberg, two leading candidates for the nomination, had 
established themselves as isolationists. At the convention, they found 
themselves in competition with a newcomer to politics, Wendell L. 
Willkie. Willkie opposed Roosevelt's domestic policies, but clearly 
identified himself as an internationalist. His nomination and vigorous 
campaign made clear that the nation had by the summer of 1940 shifted 
from isolationism to internationalism. 

After the election, bipartisan support for Roosevelt's international 
plans continued. Willkie himself symbolized that support, working 
within the Party on behalf of internationalist candidates and policies. He 
brought out a widely read book whose title, One World, carried an 
unmistakable message. Willkie also served as FDR's representative to 
the Soviet Union, China, and England-the nations that, with France, 
were to become the permanent, veto-holding members of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

If Willkie's success indicated the power of the internationalist 
theme, Senator Vandenberg's career gave even more striking evidence. 
Arthur Vandenberg clearly identified himself in the 1930s as an 
isolationist. His thinking shifted after the Republican convention of 
1940-and especially after Pearl Harbor. During the War, he led the 
Republicans in Congress to unite behind the President not only to 
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support the war effort, but also to join in planning for the United 
Nations. He was a delegate to the San Francisco conference that 
established the U.N., and continued to support it as a leading member 
and chairman of the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee. As Senator, he 
gave a powerful speech supporting the United Nations at a time when 
the crucial decision was to be made. 

In January 1945, Vandenberg declared this position to the Senate, 
"Our oceans have ceased to be moats which automatically protect our 
ramparts." He went on to say that he supported the United Nations 
because he wanted "a new dignity and a new authority for international 
law. I think American self-interest requires it." 

Senator Vandenberg's shift to an internationalist position was 
influenced by a number of factors that are difficult to assess. Two 
elements that seem to have entered, however, can be related directly to 
the influence of FDR. The first was the clear shift of the American 
public to an internationalist position. A politically successful senator 
was bound to note that change. As suggested above, American 
internationalism was attributable, in part, to Roosevelt's speeches as a 
way of reaching the American public-literally and figuratively-where 
they lived. The other factor that seems clear is Senator Vandenberg's 
relationship with the President, as indicated and furthered by FDR's 
choosing him as the President's representative in several meetings in 
which the United Nations organizational plans were formulated. 
Roosevelt appears to have had the knack of charming people, at the 
same time assessing their policy orientations. 
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