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The old city of Aleppo.
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This thesis is for preventing the Syrian refugees, from being a threaten on
European countries, from being a burden on their economy and resources.

Contention
What is the role of architecture in a conflict situation?
Architecture can act after or during a conflict by providing emergency aid, for example, refugee camps. This
kind of emergency remedy measure brings a large amount of displaced people to other countries that may
address the issue of displacement and interment of refugees in countries all over the world. Refugees may be
discriminated and be treated as second class citizens in those countries.
They are restricted in a small area like prisoners rather than legal citizens.
In order to call attention to this problem and affect the countries which are refusing to participate in making life
easier for refugees. I propose to build a hyper-real, cynical project in the form of underground "Disneyland"
instead of a common refugee camps. I presume that people are going to stay and imprisoned underground of
their country instead of imprisoned in the refugee camps away from their homeland.
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Refugee Crises in Europe- Time line
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Incidents caused by terrorists
Incidents caused by refugees
The refugee crisis has been witnessed continuously throughout Europe since 2015. Such as sexual assault and
other security threats. Some countries refused to let refugees enter their lands because people are afraid that
terrorists may pose as refugees to enter into the country. From this graphic, we can see Germany, Austria,
Sweden happened a lot incidents through the past two years.
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Refugee Crises in Europe
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Number of Asylum claims in Europe, 2015
Total EU Claims: 1,321,560
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911
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At the same time, European countries spend a lot of money to help refugees. Some countries would like to
provide financial aid rather than let refugees enter into their country. The main reason that people flee to other
countries is to escape the unsafe environment. Ironically, they become the "bad situation"
in those countries.
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Refugee Crises in Europe
For refugees, Syria is the major origin of people applying asylum in Europe. Since Syrian civil war happened in
2011, UN estimates that more than five million refugees flee to Syria’s neighbor countries. All the major refugee
camps are settled into neighboring countries of Syria rather than Europe.
This thesis will take Syria as an example. On the one hand, Syrian refugees are living in refugee camps permanently which were constructed as temporary residential communities in these neighbor countries. Despite of
the ongoing war and the fact that even the war stops at some point, the country cannot recover in a short
period of time, refugees still want to go back to their motherland. On the other hand, the influence of conflicts
are not only inside of Syria, such as damages of city, culture and people, but also extends to the neighbor
countries and even Europe.

Top 10 origins of people applying for asylum in the EU, 2015
in thousands
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Data from http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911

Syria is the major origin of people applying asylum in Europe because of the ongoing Syrian Civil War.
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Zizek in his book "Against the double blackmail" mentioned, here are two solutions for refugee crisis: one is
open our door as widely as possible, another is pull up the drawbridge. But both solutions are bad, he states,
they merely prolong the problem rather than tackling it. In that case, why would we spend a lot of money to let
them stay and pose Security threats to us.
So, I propose to create a new underground society for Syrian refugees in their own country and force them
back.

The numeber of REFUGEES
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Conflicts Situation
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These diagrams show the complexity of Syrian conflicts. Beyond the interior conflicts, there are a lot of countries involved into this complex situation. The Russian-led countries support Syrian government and fight
against Syrian rebel army and US -led countries. The war had already became a world war rather than civil
war. It will last a long time and European countries, America,Russia all should be responsible for Syrian
refugees. Because of the persistence of the conflicts, to construct buildings inside of Syria, the first element
that should be considered is safety.
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Architectural Types
To build buildings in side of Syria, the first element that should be considered is to deal with the conflicts which
means safety is the most important issue.
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Architectural Types
SAFETY

The great citadel of Aleppo.

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/mar/24/syria-war-citadel-aleppo-history-cities-buildings

Castle/Fortress
Castle or fortress are ancient, heavily protected and impenetrable building types.
It works as shelter, at the same time, because of the heavy volume, it is an iconic building for the city as well.
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Architectural Types
SAFETY

Derinkuyu

http://www.everythingturkish.com.au/culture/turkish-underground-city

Derinkuyu, Underground City in Turkey
The underground city is large enough to have sheltered as many as 20,000 people together with their livestock
and food stores. The upper level of underground city is for livestocks.
It was heavily used as protection from wars or bad situation.
It is special because instead of simple shelter, it has several levels, multiple rooms for accommodation, a
missionary school, confession rooms, a mosuqe and a baptism pool.
They move all the normal life and social activities into the subterranean city during conflict time.
Resource: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derinkuyu_underground_city
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Architectural Type- Case

Fig. http://humanscribbles.blogspot.com/2014/04/voluntary-prisoners-of-architecture.html

Koolhaas, Exodus
“Once, a city was divided in two parts
One part became the Good half, the other part the Bad half.
The Wall was a masterpiece.”
-- Koolhaas.
In this project, Koolhaas and his collaborators proposed a walled city within London as a way to create a new
urban culture, one which would lead inhabitants to leave the rest of the city to fall to ruins. It is a metaphor for
existing social and architectural conditions in which, in pursuit of happiness and wealth in a capitalist society,
white people go so far to imprison themselves to protect themselves from Bad side, like blacks, latinos and the
poor.
Considering about the character of dynamic of ongoing war, the project should talk about impermanence,
smaller size, fragments rather than permanent and metropolis. Like English architect Cedric Price emphasized
the necessity of architecture as a question of time and not just a question of space.
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Architectural Type- Case

Cadavre Exquis Lebanese. Fig. http://work.ac/cadavre-exquis-lebanese/?tag=urbanism

Cadavre Exquis Lebanese, Beirut, Lebanon
Lebanon shared the similar context with Syria. It is a country that has an ancient and tolerant land of history
and culture, a complex web of religions, languages and sensibilities, and have been enduring several years
Civil War.
However, as the cliché says, “the phoenix rose from its ashes and the city restored its bullet-scarred
façades, blasting skeletons of the city and replacing them with hotels, restaurants, bars, cabarets, luxury
boutiques, valet parking, all eager to restore Beirut’s place as a choice tourist destination.”
Once again, Beirut was the Paris of the East! The city of all sins!
The idea of reconstructing and promoting the city can be studied as an example for revitalizing Syria.
Several projects designed by Solidere and scattered around the city Beirut. Borrowing good memories,
culture and people favorite activities from the past to design projects is a good way to revitalized the city.
http://www.thenational.ae/thenationalconversation/comment/through-western-eyes-beirut-is-perpetually-partying-or-at-war
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Architectural Type- Case

Bernard Khoury, B018. Fig. http://www.bernardkhoury.com/project.php?id=127

B 018, Bernard Khoury, Beirut, Lebanon
B018 is a music club designed by Bernard Khoury in Beirut port, it is a place of nocturnal survival.
B018 refuses to participate to the naive amnesia that governs the post-war reconstruction efforts. This
project addressed entertainment into an underground site. This underground club avoid the character of
monument after the conflicts. And provide colorful life to local people to escape from the current situation.

http://www.bernardkhoury.com/project.php?id=127
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Programs
In regular refugee camps. Even though neighboring countries provide helps to refugees, because the amount of
refugees is huge, it is just a drop in the bucket, and at the same time, the resources of those countries are
rapidly consuming. Refugee camps cannot satisfied people with good food, employment, school, entertainment
and so on. They cannot engage with the social society and life.
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Programs Proposal

Program
Food
Water
Space

LET’S MAKE EUROPE GREAT AGAIN
CURRENT SITUATION

REVISED SITUATION

Food Shortage
Water Shortage
Poverty
Spillover
Uprooted
Distress

Food market/Restaurant
Bar/Bath
Profit
Spacious
Home
Happiness
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Current Situation
FOOD

https://www.newsdeeply.com/syria/articles/2016/05/19/against-the-odds-stories-of-survival-and-ingenuity
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Programs

Program
Food
Water
Space

HOME MADE & RESTAURANT
Refugees are enduring the food shortage.
The new paradigm of food inside of Syria encourage people enjoy the delicacy of
food, and experience the process of eating food.
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Current Situation
WATER

Water Stress in SYRIA and Its Neighbors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zaatari_refugee_camp
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Programs

Program
Food
Water
Space

BAR & BATH
The new paradigm for water usage should bring people pleasure and treatment.
Bar provids drinks, music, and atmosphere that escape from the current distress.
Bath is a traditional culture and good place to relax body and comfort heart.
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Current Situation
SPACE

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/fleeing-isis-tens-thousands-syrian-kurds-cross-border-into-turkey-1466641
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Programs

Program
Food
Water
Space

PLAZA & NIGHTCLUB
Different with refugee camps and border area, Syria now is relatively empty
because of the ongoing conflicts.
Gathering plaza and nightclub are crowded places during different time
in a day. They are desirable spaces for people who are enduring the
crowded but terrible places.
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Proposal
Different with regular refugee camps, this project will grab the chance of war, creating a new society for Syrians
under their original land.
In the underground world, people will have a re-organizing city network, they will enter the subterranean
through the sites where they are familiar with. They will also have chances to go up through watch towers and
visit their original homeland.
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Through damaged
heritage sites to
Subterranean Utopia

SOUQ

HAMMAM
Translating heriatge to
underground

CLOCK TOWER

Restaurant
Enjoy today’s menu
Baked Rats
Moles Soup
Ants Salad

Kiyonori Kikutake
Osaka Expo Tower
1970
The idea of Metabolism

Titan Missile Bunker
Rethinking of military
infrastructure.

THE CITADEL
MOSQUE

Souq
Last 30 tickets to ground
go on sale now!!!

Subterranean history of
nineteenth century provides a
striking disparity between
actuality and imagination.
Ironically call attention on
current bad situation.

Oscar Newman’s
Nuke-proof Mahattan
under NYC, 1969

Transportation
System
Transforming upward
transportations to
downward.

Hammam
Relaxing your body in
underground cave
hammam.

All day club
Enjoying the
underground
club 25 hours.

Research Site
Aleppo is Syria’s largest city and it was home to more than

Aleppo

two million people before the war. The city is divided to

Syria

several parts and is controlled by several armed forces:
Assad Regime, Islamic State, YPG(People's Protection
Units) and three different communities of Rebels. Most of

Damascus

the buildings in the city were moderate damaged and

100 Miles

residents have left.

Aleppo

1 Mile
Building Damage Level
Destroyed

Severe

Moderate

Old Town of Aleppo
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Landmarks of Aleppo
j.

a.

b.
h.

c.
g.
d.

f.
e.

Landmarks of Aleppo
a. The Clock Tower
b. Citadel of Aleppo
c. Hammam Yalbugha
d. Al-Sultaniyeh Mosque
e. Al-Shibani Church
f. Souq of Aleppo
g. Madrasa al-Halawiyyaof the 5th century.
h. The Great Mosque of Aleppo
j. Aleppo Public Park
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Aleppo Analysis

Traditionally, city planning is in horizontal plane. Like
the old city of Aleppo, there is a main souk street run
from the outside of old city to the citadel. Around it
are separate religious sites. Further, a few parks, and
Commercial Places

other mix-use buildings.

Religious Places

Parks

Souqs
Subterranean Entrances
Other Buildings

27
Mix-use Buildings

“Subterranean surroundings, whether real or imaginary, furnish a model of an
artificial environment from which nature has been effectively banished... human
beings who live underground must use mechanical devices to provide the necessities of life: food, light, even air. Nature provides only space. The underworld
setting therefore takes to an extreme the displacement of the natural environment
by a technological one. It hypothesizes human life in a manufactured world.”
- Rosalind Williams, Notes on the Underground
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Underground Infrastructure

Underground, David Macaulay
Subterranean space as we know it has unfolded in a fairly benign manner: buildings were seen as a series of
grafted limbs to an infrastructural sub-surface level, which holds networks of tunnels, sewers, pipes, and
wires.
The layer of infrastructures can be recreated as new infrastructure layer for supporting living necessities to
downtown and a layer which attach to the surface that can be enjoyed natural light and ventilation.
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Underground City

Underground City, Turkey
Another possibility is there maybe another old city under the original Aleppo old town. Taking the Turkey
underground city as an example again. They have several vertical tunnels(See image) for water, air supply,
sometimes even for goods delivery.
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Subterranean Theme Park

Above Ground
This is the world we can see...

Below is the world we are unfamiliar with...

Subterranean

The original underground world is complex. It consists of infrastructures and building foundations.
"The area under the surface of the streets and sidewalks is filled with the systems essential to support its
occupants. The basic systems, which we call utilities, include water, sewage removal and drainage, electricity,
steam, gas and telephone communication."(Macaulay, 1976, 45)
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Underground Infrastructure

Subterranean

Rethinking the possibilities of underground infrastructures since it becomes upper level of Subterranean world.
It supplies air, water and electricity.

Subterranean Access

Existing Heritage Site

Subterranean

Recreating the historical sites of Aleppo to a space of nostalgia, of history, of "Open sesame" to downtown
world.
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UPTOWN

MIDTOWN

DOWNTOWN

Air

Water

Electricity

Subterranean Theme Park

In my proposal, the Theme Park consists of three layers.
Up layer which I called Uptown is original cities, and mainly focus on heritage sites. It is the historical sites of
Aleppo becomes a space of nostalgia, of history, of "Open sesame" to downtown world.
The level below the ground is mid-town which connect with original city. This layer is the space for living,
producing and celebrating. Those formal grid filled with modules for storage, living, production. This layer
attach to the ground can be recreated as sky infrastructure layer, and also has chances for refugees to celebrate the sunlight, wind, rain and fresh air.
The lowest level is downtown where the entertainment industry located at.
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One day in Aleppo
Hammam
After a day of work, taking a bath in the
medieval Hammam Yalbouga, Syria's
grandest bathhouse, where you are
stripped, steamed, pummeled and

Agora
Drinking with friends at a
pavement café beside the
Citadel as the sun goes down.

Mosque
Worshipping before
beginning a day’s work.
Office
Working in the office and
has regular office hours.

Souq
At weekend, shopping at the souk which is
the longest covered souk in the Middle
East, a stone-vaulted labyrinth where you
can get lost among the stalls selling Aleppo
soap and everything else under the sun.

People wake up in the morning, go to the great mosque to worship. At 8, people go to work in the office. They
may finished their work in the early afternoon, then they have time to visit the souq to buy some famous soap.
Then they head to the pavement cafe meet their friends, enjoy the dinner and drinks as the sun goes down.
After the dinner, they go to the hammam together.
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One day in Aleppo

8:00

Let's imagine what people's one day will look like in Underground Theme Park. First, I have to tell you, people
in this underground world have different hierarchies. People who has knowledge of infrastructure construction
or maintenance will be in the highest level. They control the underground world. People work for them to gain
points which is the new currency for the underground world.
So, waking up at 8. Then they go up to the uptown through watch towers to check if they have food supply
from UN today.
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9:00

At 9, a day's work begin, common people take charge of the excavation.
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10:00

Technicians in charge with the pipe works.
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10:00

Children go to the school to study how to maintain infrastructures.
When people earned enough points, they can go to the souq at 14 o’clock, they can buy food, or buy tickets to
the downtown.
When time comes to 18, people who has ticket can enter into the downtown.
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