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..... IN THIS ISSUE staff writer Renee 
Gearhart Levy investigates one of the 
most troubling issues in higher educa
tion: Why do so many blacks express 
dissatisfaction with predominantly 
white universities? 

There is little agreement on the 
question. Renee discovered differing 
perceptions, contradicting opinions, 
murky data. The article bears that out, 
presenting a range of views that do not 
always lead to the same conclusions. 

As a resu It, the article portrays few 
certain answers. The nation's colleges 
and universities- including Syracuse
are evaluating potential solutions, and 
we make no effort here to imply resolute 
policies on their part. It is a difficult 
issue with which all are grappling. 

In lieu of defined solutions, 
though, we hope Renee's article helps 
to describe the conditions of apparent 
black alienation. If it is impossible 
to agree on an answer, perhaps we can 
at least agree that the problem is pro
found and deserving of our attention 
and understanding . 

- Dana L. Cooke 
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F A T u R E s 

10 • A DIFFERENT INDIA. Arriving in 1928 India as Christian missionaries, Gordon and 
Helen Halstead found political conditions inconsistent with their religious principles. The Hal
steads took a stand for India, and ended up on the next boat home. BYCAROLNORTH ScHMUCKLER 

14 • FROM THE DESK OF. To truly know a person, seek the inner sanctum of his or her profes
sional life, where the toughest decisions are made and the greatest secrets kept. Look into that 
person's office. B Y HAL DRUCKER AND SID L ERNER 

20 • UNFINISHED BUSINESS. Despite the advance of civil rights, many observers report 
that blacks, more than any other group, face serious barriers in higher education. Is it possible, 
30 years after the Brown decision, that universities still discourage black scholars? 
B Y R ENEE GEARHART L EVY 

32 • 25 CENTS ROUNDTRIP. The Staten Island Ferry is a New York City landmark-a gritty 
treasure of mass transit, Big Apple style. Running those boats is an awesome and proud responsi
bility, which rests on the shoulders of Barbara jackson. BY MAR Y ELLEN M ENcucct 

D E p A R T M E N T s 

2 • "IN" BASKET. Readers write about fur and other topics. 

4 • ON OUR SHORT LIST. Conrad Lynn is the dean of civil rights lawyers, involved in dozens 
of precedent-setting cases, dating to the early 1940s. 

40 • UNIVERSITY PLACE. In September, the University held its third Coming Back Together 
reunion for minority alumni. For those who return, the reunions have become an opportunity to 
heal old wounds. 

48 • GRAB BAG. Humor is an art, to be sure, burwell-placed in the Big Presentation it can be 
busineSS, tOO. B Y Jlf tCHAEL f APOCE 

ON THE COVER. Black student leaders at Syracuse (from left): 
Quentin Stith, Margo Bailey, and Ernest Smith. T heir comments 
contribute to our study of blacks in academe, beginning page 20. 
(Photo by Steve Sartori) 

Syracuse University Magazine is published quarterly by Syracuse University and is distributed free 
of charge to alumni, friends, faculty, staff, and parents of current students. Requests for subscrip
tions, changes of address, advertising inquiries, and other communications should be sent to 
Syracuse University Magazine, 820 Comstock Avenue, Room 308, Syracuse, New York 13244-
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Views and opinions expressed in Syracuse University Magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent those of the 
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