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This thesis is a response to Kevin Lynch’s claim that “in the
process of way-finding, the strategic link is the environmental
Image, the generalized mental picture of the exterior physical
world that is held by an individual.” Specifically, the thesis deals
with those parts of the urban fabric which are imageless - the
unidentified, or, the forgotten. It asks the question: what can
architecture do to clarify spatial identities? The thesis will
explore Hong Kong's identity as it relates to memory and

space.
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Hong Kong's identity is a complex issue. The city used to

be a colony of the United Kingdom until 1997, when it was
handed back to communist China. In the decade since the
handover, Hong Kong has led a turbulent relationship with
the motherland, rife with accusations of pseudo-democracy
and broken promises of autonomy. Its identity as a city-state is

unclear,

Similar to its complex politics, the urban fabric of Hong Kong
Is a heterotopia, a term coined by the philosopher Michel
Foucault. As explained by Evan Puschak, heterotopias are
“places that exist in a dynamic state of layered and changing
meanings. Heterotopias don't succumb to those forces that
try to make everything the same. They are marginal spaces
for the voiceless to construct identities for themselves.” In
other words, Hong Kong does not have an identity; it has

identities.
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Depictions of Hong Kong in movie, Ghost in the Shell (1995) by

Masamune Shirou.









This thesis comprehends the chaotic spatial identities of Hong
Kong through memory. In a city composed of layers upon
layers, it is not surprising that some may be left behind. The
thesis uses cognitive mapping (see appendix) as a method

to identify those which are left behind. That is to say, it is not
interested in profiling a comprehensive list of all identities; it is
interested in memorability of identity, specifically to clarify the

confused spatial identities of the forgotten.

The Central Elevated Walkway in Central, Hong Kong,
provides a sample of equally accessible spaces. It is thus
intriguing to investigate forgotten identities along the walkway,
because equal accessibility suggests that other factors, not
physical location, are involved in forgotten-ness. This thesis
hypothesizes that these other factors are program and
appearance. That is to say, program and appearance are

intrinsically tied to the memorability of spatial identity.
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By identifying 3 forgotten identities and analyzing their

specific context through the drawings, the project is set up
for the next step, which is reconfiguring the image of these 3
forgotten identities into something more memorable. Through
these identities, or micro-urbanisms if you will, the thesis will
explore different methods of imaging the city next semester,

via contextual interventions in program and appearance.

The following are three identities, the nature of their

forgotten-ness, and possible intervention strategies.



Identity | is a linear path directly connected to the walkway.
Its linearity is underlined by |) the impenetrable “wall” of
facades that line up along the street, and 2) the wide adjacent
road which can only be crossed via the walkway. These two
parallels also present a set of opposing characteristics: sterile
and cluttered, fast and slow, urban and domestic, car and
human.The proposed intervention mediates between these
two sides. This mediation is important for the sidewalk —
without it, the sidewalk becomes a no man’s land. There is
evidence of this need for mediation: people congregate on
their phones under the walkway, take their smoke breaks
beside bins, hangout in groups against the wall, accumulate a
strange barrier of stuff between them and the road, amongst
other things. Next semester, the thesis will answer this
question - how can architecture integrate established notions
of street furniture (such as bollards, bus shelters, bins, posts...)
with ideas of public dwelling (such as places for congregation)
to create a cohesive series that clarifies the identity of site by

mediating between two opposing adjacencies.
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Identity 2 is made up of two narrow streets occupied by
shacks which are stocked with mass produced dry goods.
The word “stock” is an understatement, as these shacks are
so packed to the brim that their goods spill out onto the
sidewalk at all angles and heights. Perhaps a more accurate
verb might be “hoard". The thesis claims that hoarding is the
reason why this site is forgotten — there is so much stuff
that the sidewalk is virtually non-existent, and therefore,
impenetrable, However, the thesis also sees hoarding as an
opportunity for design; the project does not want to do
away with hoarding, rather, it learns from hoarding. As Sylvia
Lavin claims in “Architecture in Extremis”,"Hoarding exposes
the architectural effects of excess and how they constitute a
specific modality of architectural production and work”, Next
semester will involve designing a new type of shack which
considers its relationship with circulation, adjacencies with

neighbors, location of storefront, as well as internal issues of

maximizing storage.
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Whereas the notion of “parallels” exist in both |dentities | and
2, it is the lack of parallels in Identity 3 that characterizes its
forgotten-ness. Here, the word “parallels” is used to described
a series of elements that give emphasis to a certain linear
progression, such as the retall fronts of the English high street,
or the rows of trees outlining a Parisian promenade. In order
to reclaim the identity of the “nook”, the change in direction
needs to be signaled by a new datum. Current conditions
already show evidence that owners are taking advantage of
this upper ground floor, by placing printed ads at this level, as
well as LED screens and display windows. Next semester, the
thesis will propose a more aggressive approach in the design
of this upper ground datum, perhaps to literally carve or push
out parts of adjacent facades in order to create a series that

interacts with the walkway.
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Comments

|. Change the title.
Title is no longer operative. Memory was a starting point for

the project, but not the main point. (see point 5)

2. Define the audience.

It is still unclear who the project is catering for.

3. Find a theme between sites.

In the review | claim that each site has its own micro-
urbanistic quality that renders it forgettable. The proposed
interventions at the review have very little to do with each
other. | need to find a theme for the interventions that pulls
these micro-urbanisms together. What particular method am |

going to use to among all 3 sites to boost their memorability?

4. Define “forgotteness” and “memorability”.
Forgottenness/memorability needs to be defined more clearly,

in relation to program and appearance.

5. Filter argument.
Things pile up over the semester, | need to refine the

argument to its essence. What matters? From step | to....

Steps for next semester

|. No ideas for the title yet.

2. Each site will have different audiences. Observations over

break will help me to determine who the audiences are.

3. Tentatively, | am thinking that “street furniture” is a theme
that is malleable enough for the vastly different sites. It also

has interesting design potentials.

4. Through proper site documentation over winter, | hope
to come up with a more rigid definition of forgotteness and

memorability.

5.Will be accomplished (hopefully with little difficulty) after |

clarify the above.
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