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Of course I do not expect you to acknowledge this let-
ter.

Yours truly,
Hope Emily Allen

From George Bernard Shaw to Hope Emily Allen
(Typed letter, Syracuse University Library)

10 Adelphi Terrace
London W.C.2.
19th November 1924
Dear Madam
I am much obliged to you for your very interesting let-
ter.

I agree with you that only a symposium could do justice
to the Oneida Creek Community’s history; but the diffi-
culty seems to be that the witnesses wont sympose. This
being so, there is nothing for it but to let Mrs. Smith tell her
history and provoke retorts, so that we shall get the sympo-
sium in different covers instead of in one book.

The situation, as far as I can gather, is that those members
of the community who are in strong reaction against the
experiment, and who have succeeded so well in capitalistic
commerce and in conventional society that they desire
nothing but the completest possible oblivion for their ex-
tremely unconventional origin, are opposed to any discus-
sion or even mention of it. They put all the pressure they
can on Mrs Smith to keep quiet; but Mrs Smith, who says
she has a prodigious mass of records and diaries by Mrs
Noyes, and who thinks that Perfectionism should not be let
die, but should be revived in a more modern form, is not to
be suppressed, and may catch on to that side of the Birth
Control movement that is mystic rather than materialistic.

I should guess that your mind is firmer and more critical
than hers; and it is possible that her nerves may not be quite
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