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FULBRIGHT

Power and Policies:
Criminal governance

at the Colombia-Venezuela border (1999-2024)

Abstract

This research studies the violence and tensions on the
Colombian-Venezuelan border since 1999, focusing on the
interactions between the civilian population, state authorities,
and organized criminal groups.

Framework

1. Feldmann & Mantilla (2021); Feldmann & Luna (2022) and
Mantilla (2024) provide a key framework for
understanding the influence and control of criminal
groups, their operations, and tactics in conflict regions.

2. Arias (2018) offers valuable insights on security policies
and state responses to challenges imposed by criminal
organizations on the Colombian-Venezuelan border.

3. Andreas (2022) and Idler (2019) help to understand the
symbolic value of the border amidst governmental
tensions and the role of non-state actors in filling the
governance vacuum and affecting state decisions.

Objectives

1. Analyze the violence and tensions occurred at the
Colombian-Venezuelan border since 1999.

2. ldentify the relationships between the civilian population,
state authorities, and organized criminal groups at this
border.

3. Explore how variations in the power of armed groups
influence the security policies implemented since 2015.

Author: Kenny Dave Sanguino Cuéllar

Method

1. The literature review provides a theoretical framework

for understanding criminal governance and border
security.

2. The qualitative data from interviews and focus groups

with civilians, authorities, and organized crime members
provide in-depth insights.

3. The quantitative data from various reports and datasets

1.

2.

are statistically analyzed to identify patterns and
relationships

Early findings

Tensions between the states of Colombia and Venezuela
have been permanent in the period under study, but
their most critical years were 2008, 2015 and 20109.

The interaction between the civilian population, public
institutions and criminal groups at the Colombia-
Venezuela border fits into what Garcia-Pinzon & Mantilla
(2021) have called criminal governance.

Security policies between 2018 and 2023 have generated
what Mantilla (2024) has called the paradox of border
control, that is, the strengthening of criminal groups that
were intended to be weakened.

References and CV

Syracuse University

12°

11°

10°

gO

8{}

70

60

50

4°

30

20

10

73°

72°

71°

70° 69° 68° 67°

-'/-

it
\

l

x«-¢

._,—

(Ccdaza

L
La Jagug

Islas Los Manjes

: g
Punta Gallinas | .

Bahia Honda ¢ =

Bahia Portete .

Bahia Manaure

RIOHACHA o

_:L\"_' y J)/ {e} L
]
r(}
/_/—'\1

-~ A 4
Becerril—,
—

L ]
Curumani _-

_.f'
|
4
r ?’ﬁbu

v
- 'L\'_ o~

Uribia

MARACAIBO @)

= Machiguesg
\

Colon

A UT HUre
3 gﬁa del Rosdfio 9
HsanA tonio del Tachifa %ﬁ
ic

Ragonvalia e pelj
ATy Herran

\,z

f Cabo San Roman Bonaire
L., L} 3
' Curazao
\_\, » A‘
k]

MARACAIBO

ISC igua El CubL\_’/ .

3 A ;15 s
L~ HF’u-.=s§lc:-$éin der

sLa Fria

2 /

Punta Espada

ahia Cosinetas
GOLFO DE VENEZUELA

Sipamaica
= 4
L
(] 11

LAGO DE

_““\,—'b_.-‘h_,—\_/
w_r'—‘ﬂfx

\ e
N / Le\d& e e~ Fasadi| &
e £ -\ Rio Arauca < Elorza e ;
L of e i o
M’%ARAMANGAJ s | eravsie S Arang :maHARAUCA 4 et e ST 7
' —
‘IU\\ r A JJﬂ_ e /w_;/ xa_ﬁ&- T~ f—"“ﬂ"/ N
\ (o] 1 ) _
(K P e o ”%“ — ﬁ/,_m»wﬁwfw_ \}
J \\\_/- ~ ’L'of?t N =l ¥ 4
r’ — e A — " Rio Meta {
T L\{ Rio Casanare —~ = n n
§ A2 >, PUERTO GARRENO & &
o ~— f o
’é\{\ ) \_,\ \l_/\—-m \ J_,,_,_-”u/ o k\ =r '\-\_\u - ) _r;"’"’ )
“Q'\c’ Y, F\r‘p L& Lol _H“\ |n‘“1-' ,—ﬂ-ﬁ-’fdj-ﬁ .L‘-'*-J ;f o 3
~ \ -
_oor/. 2 el ~ o PUERTO AéACUCHU
<JSie \ W TR TN ’ S
L. Tota" . 2 Al P (8] 5 3
LlJ f L " -\\-_ SN o Ofn f _h,r
— i ¥ -
13 () A - S R jﬂlsla?gldﬁA
= =7 o _,'—"J_/ ) Fi
- - \— o i S — o
e N> S i i P Q °
HE ] S, [y A R -
~ L. "’5'0(9 - & - A ] : \l“c'“ =
@l
o R P, o, Q.
_j A ¥y Py \
l‘_,-"'\_-- = }/ i O —
x o (17 (ZOLCH%BTA_ o 2
HHHHHH ~N% & . e Sal Fernando de Ataba
_r..;';’ (-? l;’rr : _- 7S d/ = ey -/ \ 4
: o = r’/ Pt g o o 2 o= &
I - B i . : INIRIDA
At 55 i L 1
/ i
\x'\—.\_‘_k\._’_\ - N j 7 o {?
- i et \ il
o ) g - = acahual
. ; "‘:’ r"r’_ e
e ‘-"'\, = f /_; P l/"
yiare e 92 £ oo
< — Rrio S

/\/_,_FG{'EEMHDL,— — /-_

ANTILLAS NEERLANDESAS
Aruba

MAR CARIBE

12°

D
_JJ
Archipielago
Los Roques

Islas de Aves

Punta Zamuro

11°

10°

gi’."r

80
!

Puerto Colombia

) Maroa

o r?

e vﬁuaﬂ"'a N

defRioNegro zo

San Felipe .&«
[+

z
o
=3,

\\_ La Guadalype =

\“ﬁ Cuchi 1°
P

73°

72°

70° 69° 68° 67°




	Power and Policies: Criminal governance at the Colombia-Venezuela border (1999-2024)
	Recommended Citation

	Diapositiva 1

