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OPINION

Lori Brown: E Pluribus Unum: Out of Many, One
Children separated from their parents as a result of the Trump administration’s “zero-tolerance”
immigration policy were—and continue to be—housed in abhorrent facilities. What is the ethical role of
architects in the politics of such contested spaces?

By LORI BROWN

As I walked through the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, in Washington, D.C., last month, I found myself

wondering how hatred for people perceived as different could so consume a population and ultimately be

sanctioned and dictated by the state. I could not help but see associations between the Third Reich’s

successful propaganda machine in conjunction with our country’s early 20th-century immigration policies and

our country’s current immigration policy. And I could not help but be alarmed by how history is repeating itself

—how the laws in the 1930s and ’40s that could have saved the lives of hundreds of thousands of people are

happening again today.

Photo by Peter Bennetts
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