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Figure 7-20: 1666 Landscape and Phase 2 Ceramics

Figure 7-21: 1666 Landscape and Phase 2 (2.8 mm) Tobacco Pipes
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A similar pattern to that in the rear yard is evident in the immediate front yard of the
building as well. Refuse disposal appears concentrated to the outside of the front yard enclosure,
near the southeast corner of the fence-line. It is of some interest that the material appears
concentrated just east of the cluster of four small postholes in the south yard. The front yard of
the building is largely clear of refuse. However, clearly significant disposal activity was
occurring to the southeast, adjacent to this unusual feature. As the town layout developed during
this period, this area became the central plaza or cross-roads of the new town center. The
concentration of refuse in this area suggests two possibilities. The first is that the public road was
perceived as an appropriate place to dispose of refuse. King and Miller (1987) found significant
midden concentrations within the area of the main road that ran adjacent to the Van Sweringen
site in St. Mary’s City as well, indicating that such behavior is not isolated or unusual. Does this
merely represent refuse disposal from the main structure? Or does it perhaps represent other
activity? Market exchange and fair activities were likely significant ancillary components of
court and assembly days. Perhaps these concentrations of materials in and along roadways are
indicative of this type of behavior. The Van Sweringen site also served as an inn in during the
latter part of the seventeenth century. These concentrations may be areas where people
congregated, and perhaps the inns set up areas to serve refreshments and accommodate the

extensive foot traffic during public days.

Phase 3 Distributions and ca. 1680s Landscape Features:
Overlaying the phase 3 ceramics over the 1680s tavern/inn phase landscape reveals some
additional insight over the distribution maps alone (Figures 7-22 and 7-23). It is interesting to

note that with the exception of some space to the west and south of the main building, refuse
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disposal is primarily confined within the fenced-in lot boundaries. Of particular note is a
significant cluster of tobacco pipes in the central rear yard adjacent to the main building and a
dense concentration of ceramics in the immediate front yard. This sits in marked contrast to the
relationship between the landscape features and the distributions of materials during the previous
phase of occupation; where the majority of disposal activity occurred primarily outside of fence-
in portions of the yard with the front and rear yard kept largely clear of refuse (see Figures 7-20
and 7-21). Whereas the fenced-in portion of the lot immediately to the rear and the front of the
structure saw little to no deposition during the statehouse phase, the inn phase material shows a
striking shift in disposal activity to within the fenced-in lot boundaries, both in the rear adjacent
area, as well as directly in front of the structure. Again this signals a potential shift in what was

projected or perceived as appropriate behavior and
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Figure 7-22: 1680s Landscape and Phase 3 Ceramics
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Figure 7-23: 1680s Landscape and Phase 3 Tobacco Pipes

thus a corresponding change in daily practice at the site. No longer associated with formal
government activity, the front and rear yards became subject to activities and disposal behavior
more typical of other inn/ordinary and domestic sites.

One additional feature of note is the rectangular trench feature in the northwest yard is
the cock fighting and/or animal baiting ring identified by Riordan (2011). Adjacent to this
feature is a cluster of late period ceramics, as well as a relatively low density distribution of
tobacco pipes around it. The diagnostic late period ceramics are made up almost exclusively
(with the exception of a handful of sherds of Buckley Ware) of Staffordshire Slipware,
Manganese Mottled Ware and English Brown Stoneware, all of which occur predominantly in
drinking vessel forms (e.g. cups, mugs, etc.). This cluster of materials most likely indicates
drinking and smoking associated with specialized recreational activity in this area of the yard

during this period of occupation. Ceramics associated with drinking forms suggest an emphasis
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on alcohol consumption as opposed to food consumption. To test this idea further, distributions
of both table and bottle glass fragments were overlaid with the ca. 1680s landscape (Figures 7-24
and 7-25). Indeed there are isolated concentrations of both bottle glass and table glass fragments
overlapping the trench feature. Unfortunately bottle and table glass cannot be dated to any
specific phase of occupation. However, their isolated association in this area supports the
interpretation that behavior centered on this feature emphasized alcohol consumption, reflecting
more specialized, recreational activities. In general, during this latter phase of occupation there
appears to be a shift in daily practice that reflects both less formal and more recreational use of

the structure and its surrounding lot.
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Figure 7-24: 1680s Landscape and Bottle Glass Distribution
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Figure 7-25: 1680s Landscape and Table Glass Distribution

Isolating Clusters for Intra-Site Comparative Analyses:

The final phase of distribution analysis involved isolating specific clusters around the site
for comparative study. After specific clusters are identified, data from additional excavation units
from these areas not utilized as part of the original sample were pulled and tallied to increase the
sample size and better represent these sub-assemblages. Comparing the material compositions of
these sub-assemblages reveal socio-functional and temporal differences in these various areas
around the site and the associated daily practices responsible for forming these assemblages. A
total of five isolated concentrations were selected for comparative analysis.

Examining the various distribution maps reveal two significant areas seeing deposition
throughout the different occupations. Most notably are the concentrations located off the

northeast corner and the west end of the main building. These two concentrations saw deposition
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beginning in the early decades of occupation and continuing through the last phase of
occupation. Although these assemblages cannot be temporally isolated to specific phases of
occupation, they may still reveal socio-functional differences in use of different sections of the
main structure and may serve as control groups or indexes with which to compare temporally
isolated assemblages. These two concentrations comprise two of the selected sub-assemblages.

Two other concentrations appear to be temporally isolated to specific phases of
occupation. These consist of concentrations in the front yard of the main structure: one in the
southeast corner of the yard represented by clusters of phase 2 ceramic and 2.8 mm pipes (Figure
7-26, see also Figure 7-20); and one directly adjacent to the front of the main building
represented almost entirely by phase 3 ceramics (Figure 7-27). To help verify this temporal
isolation, the distributions of ceramics dating generally to the second half of the seventeenth
century were compared against the phase 2 and phase 3 distributions. This unknown phase
ceramic group consists primarily of North Devon wares which date after ca. 1650 and continue
through the late seventeenth century and into the 18" century. This distribution map displays
clusters in both areas indicated by the phase 2 (southeast yard) and phase 3 ceramics (front
adjacent yard) (as well as the concentrations to the northeast, west and north rear yard) (Figure 7-
28). While clearly there was deposition in each of these two clusters during the second half of the
century, the phase 2 distribution map shows only significant accumulations of Morgan Jones
ware in the southeast cluster and none in the adjacent front cluster. There is a concentration of
early tobacco pipes that overlaps this cluster, but overall the data indicate that this portion of the
site was subject to significant disposal activity during ca. 1660-1680 timeframe, which

corresponds closely with the statehouse period. Likewise,
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Figure 7-28: Distribution of Ceramics Dating after 1650; Also Showing Clusters Selected for
Comparative Analysis

only phase 3 ceramics appear to correspond with the concentration immediately adjacent to the
front of the structure. There are also early tobacco pipes that overlap with this concentration as
well, but the ceramics distribution indicates that this area saw significant disposal activity
primarily during the latter phase of occupation when the site served exclusively as an
inn/ordinary. Comparing these two clusters will reveal differences (or similarities) in daily
practice at the site relating to these distinct occupations.

The final cluster selected for comparative analysis is the concentration of material in the
far north-central/northwest portion of the rear yard. This area also appears to have been the focus
of activity through different phases of occupation. The distribution showing North Devon
ceramics shows a significant concentration in this northern area. This appears to overlap
somewhat with concentrations of phase 1, 2 and 3 ceramics although they appear to shift

somewhat towards the northeast moving later in time. As stated in earlier sections, given the
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predominance of coarse earthenwares representing these concentrations, these northern
concentrations are most likely associated with various support work such as food processing.
Given the distribution of North Devon in this general area, dairying activity was likely a focus of
activity. However, this area of the yard is particularly interesting given the location of the cock-
fighting/animal-baiting pit located here during the latter phase of occupation. This cluster was
selected in order to gain more insight into these specialized behaviors relative to practices
occurring in and around the main building. Figure 7-28 shows the distribution of ceramics dating
generally to the second half of the seventeenth century with the isolated clusters selected for
comparative analysis labeled. These include the: West Midden, the Northeast Midden,
Statehouse Midden, Inn Phase Midden, and the North Cluster. These will be discussed in greater

detail in the next chapter.

Summary:

As with the initial landscape analysis, the distribution analysis revealed a dynamic
landscape indicating both socio-functional and temporal differentiation of activity areas and
disposal behavior, yielding general support for Miller’s (1986) original findings following his
analysis of material recovered during excavations in the 1980s. Disparities in the distributions of
certain functional classes of material indicate certain activities were segregated on the site,
particularly with regards to food preparation versus food consumption. The distributions of
temporally isolated ceramics and tobacco pipes revealed temporal shifts in behavior and disposal
activity. Most notably during the statehouse phase, the immediate front and rear yards of the
structure were largely kept clear of refuse, perhaps indicating both a projection and perception of

formality associated with its status as a government building.
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Integrating the landscape data with the distribution data provided additional insights into
how changes in disposal behavior through time were in part structured by changes in the built
environment. During the early phase, the landscape features a somewhat random arrangement
with work areas located relatively close to the main building. Refuse was discarded on all sides
of the building, particularly in the rear yard. There then appears to have been an effort by the
occupants to create a more symmetrical, ordered layout in the fence configurations. This
coincides with the transition of the site to its role as the Country’s House, or statehouse. Also
during this period work areas were moved further away from the main structure and segregated
by fencing. Refuse was kept away from the front and immediate rear yards of the structure. After
the government function was removed from the site, the front and side yards were enclosed,
refuse was once again discarded directly in the front and rear yards, and there is evidence of
specialized recreational use of the site in the form of an animal baiting/cock-fighting pit in the
rear yard. This indicates a shift towards more typical inn activity characterized by less formal

and more recreational use of the site during its final decades of occupation and use.
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Chapter 8
Comparative Analysis: Assessing Spatial and Temporal Variation in Site Activity
Introduction:

A total of five clusters were selected as sub-assemblages for more detailed comparative
analysis to further assess socio-functional, spatial, and temporal variation in behavior reflected in
these different foci of disposal activity (see Figure 7-28 in previous chapter). These include the
North Cluster (in the cock-fighting pit area), the Northeast Midden (on the east side of the main
building), the West Midden (west side of main building), the Statehouse Midden (in the
southeastern front yard area), and the Inn Midden (directly adjacent to the front of the building,
west of center).

For this analysis proportions of different functional classes of material from each
assemblage were compared against one another. The general assumption, although somewhat
over-simplified, is that behaviors that produced the assemblages are indicated by the ratios of
different classes of materials found in association with one another. Thus similarities or
differences in behaviors that produced different assemblages can be assessed by comparing the
frequency or proportional distributions of materials from each assemblage. Since the Country’s
House served as an ordinary through most of its occupation, particularly during its tenure as
statehouse and later, its assemblages were also compared to data from Smith’s Ordinary, a
nearby site that served exclusively as an ordinary during the 1660s and 1670s. Assessing the
statehouse material against a more generalized tavern assemblage helped reveal aspects of
specialized activity related to its other functions and its status as a government building. Overall
the comparative analysis revealed both subtle and more obvious functional and temporal

similarities and differences between the different assemblages.
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Temporal Assessment:

The first stage of comparative analysis examined the distributions of temporally
diagnostic ceramics and white clay tobacco pipe bores within each assemblage in order to verify
and assess the temporal contexts in which the assemblages formed (instead of relying on the
spatial analysis alone). Table 8-1 shows the distribution of temporally diagnostic ceramics from
each context, largely verifying the data displayed by the spatial distributions. This analysis uses

the temporal artifact phases outlined in Chapter 7 (see page 148).

Table 8-1: Proportions of Temporally Diagnostic Ceramics from Comparative Contexts

Context Ph. | Ph. 11 Ph. 111 Total
West Midden N 42 78 52 172
% 24.42 45.35 30.23 100
Northeast Midden N 21 34 29 84
% 25.0 40.5 345 100
Statehouse Midden N 14 64 40 118
% 11.86 54.24 33.9 100
Inn Midden N 4 0 28 32
% 12.5 0 87.5 100
North Cluster N 44 11 49 104
% 42.3 10.58 47.12 100

Both the West and Northeast Middens show evidence of significant deposition through
all phases of occupation. The Statehouse Midden displays evidence of relatively little deposition
during the early phase of occupation. Significant deposition occurred during the Phase Il period

of occupation, displaying the highest proportion of Phase 11 ceramics of any sub-assemblage.
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Deposition appears to have continued into Phase 111, but with considerably less frequency than
Phase II. It should be noted that 29 out of 40 sherds of the Phase 111 ceramics from the
Statehouse cluster are Staffordshire Slipware, which begins to show up on Chesapeake sites in
the 1670s. This material thus may have been introduced onto the site during the last years it
served as the Country’s House, accounting for its presence within this sub-assemblage. The Inn
Midden clearly formed during the latter years of occupation. With the exception of four sherds of
early period ceramics, all other temporally diagnostic ceramics date to Phase I11. The North
Cluster displays a bimodal distribution of temporally diagnostic ceramics, displaying significant
deposition occurring during Phase | and Phase 111, but little during Phase I1.

Overall, examining the distributions of temporally diagnostic ceramics from each
assemblage largely confirms the trends displayed by the spatial distribution analysis. Both the
east and west yards of the main house saw significant disposal activity through all phases of
occupation. The Statehouse and Inn Middens appear to be relatively discrete temporally. Despite
some possible overlap evident in the Statehouse assemblage, disposal activity appears largely
confined to single phases of occupation for each assemblage (Phase 11 for the Statehouse cluster
and Phase Il for the Inn Midden). The bimodal distribution of the North Cluster is also
consistent with patterns seen in the spatial distributions, which display significant concentrations
in the area during Phase | and I1l. This is congruent with the probable early work area in this
location, followed by apparent activity centered on the cock-fighting pit during the final decades
of site use. There appears to be some Phase Il activity as well, but distributions show this

material concentrated more to the east, probably associated with the cellared outbuilding.



The tobacco pipe bore distributions, with some exceptions, generally support the data
displayed by the temporally diagnostic ceramics. Figures 8-1 through 8-5 display the bore

distributions from each sub-assemblage.

Pipe Bore Distribution: West Midden
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Figure 8-1: Tobacco Pipe Bore Distributions from West Midden

Pipe Bore Distribution: NE Midden
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Figure 8-2: Tobacco Pipe Bore Distributions from the Northeast Midden
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Figure 8-3: Tobacco Pipe Bore Distributions from the Statehouse Assemblage
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Figure 8-4: Tobacco Pipe Bore Distribution from the Inn Midden
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Pipe Bore Distribution: North Cluster
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Figure 8-5: Tobacco Pipe Bore Distributions from the North Cluster

The West Midden Assemblage displays a typical bell curve with the largest peak at 2.8
mm. Clearly there was deposition throughout much of the seventeenth century. However, the
peak at 2.8 mm is intriguing forming more than one-third of the entire tobacco pipe assemblage.
This bore diameter tends to date primarily to the 1660-1680 decades of the seventeenth century

indicating intensive use of the site during this period. Very similar trends are displayed by the
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Northeast and Statehouse middens with peaks at 2.8 mm, with this bore size forming 30% or
more of each assemblage. However, they also display slightly higher proportions of 3.2 mm
tobacco pipes, perhaps indicating these locations saw slightly more activity in earlier decades
than the West side of the house. There are reatively few early period ceramics within the
Statehouse midden. However, the pipes and the ceramics indicate that this area saw some
disposal activity in earlier decades, but disposal in this area was primarily concentrated during
the Phase Il ca. 1660-1680 period of occupation. Twenty-five percent of the ceramics from the
Northeast midden date to the early period, showing a trend more consistent with the tobacco pipe
data.

Both the Inn Midden and North Cluster exhibit pipe bore distributions less consistent
with the other sub-assemblages. The Inn Midden displays a higher frequency of 3.2 mm tobacco
pipes, indicating disposal activity during earlier decades of occupation. Coincidently, the
distribution map of Phase | tobacco pipe shows a distinct concentration in this area (see Figure
29). The ceramics, however, indicate deposition in this area occurred almost exclusively during
the last decades of occupation with Phase 111 ceramics forming 87.5% of the temporally
diagnostic portion of the assemblage. Again this indicates that tobacco pipes and ceramics do not
always share the same disposal patterns.

The North Cluster is unique in that it shows the largest proportion of 2.4 mm pipes. This
indicates slightly more intense activity during the last decades of occupation, at least with respect
to tobacco smoking, than seen in other portions of the site. This is congruent with this area of the
site being used for cock fighting/animal baiting and other recreation during the last phase of

occupation (ca. 1680s-1690s).
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Overall the ceramics and tobacco pipe data confirm temporal associations of the midden
clusters determined from the spatial analysis. Both the West and Northeast Middens were areas
of significant disposal activity through all phases of occupation. The Statehouse Midden saw
more intense disposal activity ca. 1660-1680, although there are smaller proportions of earlier
and later material mixed in. The Inn Midden is interesting since almost all of the ceramics were
deposited in this area after ca. 1675 while the majority of the pipes tend to date to earlier periods.
The North Cluster, associated with the cock-fighting pit area, shows significant disposal activity
during both Phase | and Phase 111 periods, with less activity during Phase 11.

What is perhaps most significant about this evidence is the potential indication that Phase
Il was the period of most intense use of the site. Phase 11 ceramics form the highest proportion of
temporally diagnostic sherds in three of the sub-assemblages, the West Midden, the Northeast
Midden and the Statehouse Midden. Such data are expected from the Statehouse Midden.
However, both the West and Northeast middens were areas of significant disposal activity
throughout the entire occupation of the site and are generally representative of the site as a
whole. More than 40% of the temporally diagnostic ceramics from these two sub-assemblages
date to Phase |1, suggesting this Phase of occupation saw the greatest intensity of site use.
Caution must be exercised here, however, since temporally diagnostic materials form only 21%
of the overall ceramics assemblages from these two sub-assemblages. An additional 15.6% can
be dated generally to the second half of the seventeenth century, but no more specifically than
that. The remaining ceramics cannot be dated to specific decades within the seventeenth century
(Tin glazed earthenwares form 32%, undetermined coarse earthenwares and Rhenish stonewares
form 31.2%). However, the tobacco pipe data offer some additional support for this

interpretation.
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The tobacco pipe bore distributions for both the West and Northeast middens show
distinct peaks at 2.8 mm, forming 30% or more of each assemblage. This is consistent with the
distribution seen in the Statehouse assemblage where 2.8 mm pipes also form 30% of the
assemblage. This does not also take into account the overlap of other bore sizes that also likely
occurred during Phase I, particularly 2.6 mm and 3.0 mm bores. While 2.8 mm pipes tend to be
the most prevalent on sites during the ca. 1660-1680 period, variation occurred between
manufacturers and change in bore size was a continuous process. Overall, the largest proportion
of temporally diagnostic materials from these two middens date primarily to Phase 11, strongly
suggesting this period saw the greatest intensity of site use than any other.

To help evaluate this further, the pipe bore distributions from above were compared
against the pipe bore data from the Smith’s Ordinary site. Smith’s Ordinary was a public
inn/tavern constructed shortly after William Smith purchased a 31 year lease from the colonial
government for a three acre tract just south of the Country’s House lot in 1666. Documents
indicate that before 1672 the site was being operated as an ordinary, a function it served until it
was destroyed by fire in 1678 (Miller 1986: 67-68). This period coincides almost directly with
the statehouse phase (Phase I1) of occupation. Although there is evidence of activity on the
surrounding lot of earlier and later activity, the documented period of intense use of the site as an
ordinary is well defined to this 1660s-1670s period. Thus if the pipe assemblage displays a
similar bore distribution to assemblages from the Country’s House, it is reasonable to assume the
Country’s House experienced similar intensive activity during this phase. Figure 8-6 compares
the tobacco pipe bore distributions from Smith’s Ordinary with three sub-assemblages from the

Country’s House: the West Midden, Northeast Midden, and Statehouse Midden.
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Figure 8-6: Comparison Chart Displaying Tobacco Pipe Bore Distributions from Smith’s
Ordinary and three Contexts from The Country’s House

The above contexts from the Country’s House were compared with Smith’s Ordinary
since their periods of substantial deposition that coincide with or significantly overlap in time
with the Smith’s occupation. Smith’s Ordinary displays a significant peak at 2.8 mm and then
abruptly drops off, which is congruent with the history of the site being destroyed in 1678. What
is particularly evident is the relatively consistent proportion of 2.8 mm tobacco pipes from all
three assemblages, all forming 30% to 36% of each. Remarkably similar proportions of 3.0 and
3.2 mm tobacco pipes are seen in the Smith’s, the Northeast and Statehouse midden contexts as

well. In contrast to Smith’s, however, all of the assemblages from the Country’s House display
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less dramatic diminishing proportions of smaller bore pipes than seen in the Smith’s assemblage.
This is consistent with the continued occupation of the Country’s House through the end of the
seventeenth century. While it does not display the abrupt drop-off as in the Smith’s Ordinary
assemblage, the diminishing proportions of smaller bored tobacco pipes indicates a decline in
activity during the final decades of occupation. Overall this supports the hypothesis that the
period of peak activity occurred during the ca. 1660-1680 period, or Phase Il (Statehouse Phase)
occupation before experiencing a gradual decline during the last decades of the seventeenth
century.

This is examined further by looking at pipe bore distributions from the VVan Sweringen
Site. This site is located north of the Country’s House and was first occupied as early as the mid-
1660s when a Secretary’s office was built on the lot. From the late 1670s Garrett van Sweringen
operated an exclusive lodging house catering primarily to the Provincial Council until the
colonial capital was moved to Annapolis in 1695 (King 1990: 71-73; King and Miller 1987).
Occupation continued at the site until around 1745 (King 1990: 76). King and Miller (1987)
identified two midden contexts from the site that date to its seventeenth-century occupation. The
distribution of tobacco pipe bores from these contexts contrast significantly with those from

Smith’s Ordinary and the Country’s House (Figure 8-7).



