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The Gondola/Cable Car system creates pock-
ets of urban acupuncture that allows for the in-
formal settlements that obtained this asset to 
their community, to expand their possibilities of
integration to the formal city. Whether or not the 
informal communities want to be involved is en-
tirely up to them. This infrastructural addition to 
the informal can be placed strategically so to 
not only cover the widest amount of land, but 
also become part of the landscape. Local logic 
can be utilized to re-incorporate these new 
structures and proliferate permanence into an 
otherwise dynamic city. 
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RESTITCHING THE URBAN FABRIC

“We have a lot to learn  from squatter com-
munities - about making to do with less, 
about efficient uses of materials and 
space...They might be able to faciliate the 
transformation of vernacular slum typologis 
directly into 21st century sustainable com-
munities.”

Beadsley, A Billion Slum Dwellers

PERMEATING THE VOID
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BASED ON THE READING : ARTICULATING THE BROKEN CITY
JORGE MARIO JAUREGUI
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GO VERTICAL!

PHYSICAL LAND BOUNDARIES
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MEDELLIN

2nd

largest
city in Colombia

2.9
million

5
times larger in sq. miles

16.5x
more people

IN RELATION TO
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 area in the world
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CAPITAL OF 
COLUMBIA 

DRUG GANGS 
INVOLVED IN 

LEFT AND RIGHT 
WING

URBAN MILITARY

HEIGHT OF 
DRUG TRAF-

FIC
WAR ON 
DRUGS

GLOBALIZATION

2000

HOMOCIDE RATE - 16 COMUNAS

MEDELLIN COLOMBIA

OVER THE PAST 20 
YEARS THE HOMOCIDE 
RATE OVER THE 16 CO-
MUNAS OF MEDELLIN 
HAS SPREAD IN A 
RADIAL WAY. INITIALLY 
MOST OF THE CRIME 
WAS CONTAINED TO A 
OFFSET DISTANCE 
FROM THE MAIN RIVER 
THAT PARTS THE CITY 
FROM NORTH TO 
SOUTH.MORE RE-
CENTLY WE HAVE SEEN 
THE CRIME SPREAD TO 
MORE OF THE PERIPH-
ERY WHERE DUE TO 
THE TERRAIN, THE

 OFFICIALS AND CITY 
SECURITY HAVE A 
HARDER TIME REACH-
ING. ALSO DUE TO THE 
TERRAIN  IT IS EASIER 
FOR CRIMINALS TO 
SPOT THE OFFICIALS 
COMING FROM QUITE 
SOME DISTANCE, 
THEY HAVE EVEN 
TURNED SOME OF THE 
HOUSING INTO LOOK-
OUTS. ALTHOUGH THE 
HOMOCIDE RATE NOW 
IS NOTHING TO BRAG 
ABOUT, IT DEFINITELY 
HAS LOWERED SINCE 
1990.

SECURITY AT THE 
GONDOLAS STATIONS
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