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Titing is a way to make one’s expe-

riences tangible and real in a con-

crete medium. As Terry Tempest
Williams explains in “Why I Write,” words are
a way to manifest thought: “T write to imagine
things differendy and in imagining things dif-
ferently perhaps the world will change.” Words
can be a powerful tool. They can be penned
in nostalgia, to cope with struggle, or to docu-
ment a moment in dme. They may be written
poetically, lyrically, or in shorthand.

The contributots of this section have gen-
erously given us a glimpse into their lives and
shown us their way of coming to terms with
the world around them through their own per-
sonal writing styles. They have exposed their
train of thought, drawn on childhood memo-
ries, relived wartime horrors, and delved into
the details of painful illness in order to make
sense of their current realities. These authors
showcase a piece of themselves through their
writing. If you look closely, you may find a
piece of yourself here, too.

—DMorgan Conover, Shanelle Drakeford,
Danielle Martin, Eric Weyand
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