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Which kind of relation do Evangelicals intend 
to establish with the State in Mexico?
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Thesis statement
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• They interpret the Gospel from 
a social perspective.

• Historically, they involved in 
educational tasks and in the 
defense of human rights.

• They supported the separation 
between the State and the 
churches in the XIX century.

Historical 
Protestantism

• They avoid to get interested in 
worldly matters because of 
their beliefs.

• They consider charitable 
activities as means 
subordinated to evangelization.

Pentecostals

• They tend to get more 
interested in worldly issues such 
as political power or economic 
wealth.

• They are interested in 
appearing in the mass media 
and participating in political 
campaigns.

Neopentecostals

•

•

•

Methodology

The State is 
prone to 
control 

religions 
through legal 

provisions.

The State 
adopts a 

doctrine hostile 
to religions.

The state is 
officially 

affiliated with 
some religious 
denomination.

As in a free 
religious 

market, the 
State loses its 

powers to 
monitor 
religions.

Laicit
y

“Confess
ionalism

”

“Atheism
”

“Jurisdict
ionalism

”

“Ultralib
eralism”

Political 
atheism

•Atheism. 
Official 
doctrine 
of the 
State.

•Public 
institution
s used to 
attack 
religions.

Secular 
State

•State 
neutral 
about 
religions.

•All 
confessio
ns 
admitted 
but none 
is favored.

Multireligio
us State

•State 
supports 
all 
confessio
ns equally 
(subsidies,
finalcial 
resources,
etc.).

Confession
al State

•State has 
a official 
religion.

•Other 
religions 
can 
exist, but 
they don't 
have the 
benefits 
of the 
official 
one.

Theocracy

•One
religion is
favored
over the
others.

•Other 
religions 
are 
repressed 
with 
physical 
and legal 
coercion.

A variant between the multi-religious and the confessional state is 
the multi-confessional state. Blancarte (2011, p. 204) describes it as 
one in which increasingly influential religious minorities no longer 
limit themselves to seeking to suppress the historical privileges of the 
majority church. Instead, they fight and negotiate to acquire the 
same benefits.

Online survey (76 
items)

(n=53)

Online 
semistructured

qualitative 
interviews

(n=7)
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