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The Project

By Jess Garnitz ~ Advisors: Brian Lonsway & Robert Svetz




Critique of Boston’s Bike Proposal
Boston, Massachusetts, is one of the many

cities that is beginning to embrace the bicycle

and recognize that change needs to take place.

Mayor Thomas Menino pledged to terminate
the low rankings for bicycle friendliness pro-
duced by Bicycle Magazine and promote the
bicycle for its environmental and cost effec-
tive benefits. Until just recently they city had
little to no bike routes, few bike racks and little
support for bicycle commuting. In the 2009
Boston Bikes Annual Report, Nicole Freedman,
the Director of Boston Bikes, summarized a
plan for the up coming year. They are planning
the introduction of a bike share program with
85 stations and 1,000 bikes spread throughout
out the city, also for the addition of 250 bike
racks and 20 miles of bike lands.

While the bike share program has worked
wonders for many European cities, | believe
that it could bring a negative response to the
city of Boston. The population currently bike

commuting in Boston does not have sufficient
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infrastructure to do so safely and efficiently.
There are a few scattered bike lanes and even
fewer paths into and around the city. These
paths are not connected and abruptly come to
an end leaving the bicyclist to fend for them-
selves. Typically there are places where one can
park their bil_<e, however, they are not covered
from the weather and risk theft and vandalism.
Through articles and conversations with Nicole
Freedman, | have deducted that the bike share
program would introduce a new population

of bikers onto the city streets. It would not
address the current issues and problems with
the city and the integrations of bicycles of its
current users. It is currently being marketed to-
wards tourists, one time riders, or others, many
of whom are not educated on the rules of the
road. This would populate the roads with new
users who don’t know how to ride safely while
integrated with traffic or who will only ride on
the crowded sidewalk. This would inevitable
be dangerous for the pedestrian, cyclist and
driver and potentially cause more accidents. To

complete Mayor Menino’s plan to make Boston

a major bicycling city a different type of ap-
proach may be necessary. Rather than a large
expensive solution that targets a population of
users where most don't live in the city, per-
haps a series of interventions that attack the
problem from multiple angles and target the
people who actually live, work and play in the
city everyday. | do not believe that a bike share
program, like the one the mayor is suggesting,
is a bad idea, but | believe that it should not

be the first one of the first steps in the integra-
tions. After speaking with a few others some of
whom are involved others who are not, | have

realized that | am not alone in the critique.

Site: Boston

The maps reveal the need for improvement

in bicycle infrastructure. In relationship to the
other transportations systems available in
Boston, the bike routes are scattered, scarce
and disconnected. Many run along high vol-
ume roads, which could be a potential danger
to both the driver and the bicyclist. Through




my conversations with Nicole Freedman, the
director of bicycle programs in Boston it was
pointed out that a large majority of college
students and medical residents are among

the highest population of bike commuters.
The large map shows the relationship of bike
routes, public transportation, roads and road
volume to universities, hospitals, grocery
stores, and bike shops. It demonstrates the
lack of bicycle routes connecting those already
biking from typical errands such as the grocery
store to and from their daily residence. Further-
more, the maps are used to search for holes in
existing conditions. Other maps documented
show how expensive parking a car in the city
of Boston is. High demand and high cost is
another reason why it is important to have
another form of transportation available for

the city of Boston.
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