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By: Grisel Andrea Bandy
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Instructors: Jacqueline Schneider, Deborah J McGraw

English Language institute, Syracuse University Results:

ABSTRACT:
: ill go through the process of adaptin_g and INTRODUCTION: Validity | Reliabilit | Correlati
translating a western language assessment tool into y on
Palest|n|an Arabic: The Preschool Language Scale-4 (PLS- When will my child speak his first words? Is it normal that until now he does not between
4) It will mention the reasons for adaptation and speak? Is my child’s language development normal? When I receive these questions from SlsrrElis
limitations encountered while implementing the tool on parents, | would reply based on my five years of experience as a speech and language therapist.
Arabic speaking children. Test and re-test gave reliable and Were my answers reliable? Well, since they were not based on a properly researched
valid results; this tool can safely be used to evaluate Arabic assessment tool, | was not able to give a definitive answer. For this, the Preschool Language -
language. scale-4 (PLS-4) tool was adopted and translated into Palestinian Arabic. Auditory RO¥LPy 0.987 AC & EC
_ _ (ofe]a]o] (=1, 0.539 0.886
- .I\/I ETHODOL(_)GY: Rea_sor_ls for gd.aptlng and trar;szlatlng the PLS-4 ension items AC & TL
Setting: private KGS in Ramallah, - L|_m|ted clinical resources (AC) el 0.976
Bethlehem and Beit Sahour. - Disadvantaged services 12
- _ . . o ed EC & TL
Participants: 30 children - Insufficient qualified speech and language - 0.963
Ages: 48-59 months therapistst 2 Expressiv ROReZcy 0.883 :
Study design: pilot stu - Sporadic research on Arabic language e _0-448
Translated form: development milestones 13 commun !Tems less
S— - Inadequate assessment tools %3 (el inferrelat
I S T - cuwely inconvenien: ed
Auditory [145. Understands -er ending as one aolzl Jaclosl ppsy of gulaiawy 5901
Comprehension who.. oeall o .o g i
o ooty Total B 0.90
B — - - Short data collection period languag
dfum”;;;ss: P - Only 3 areas covered
- Pilot study (small sample size)
[147. Undersfohds expanded sentences
. Smeruel:l(—; found Ut:]zrershoes 01:2 - q’r"ﬂ‘-j“z” ppi VO = NOt WhOIe teSt Wwas tranSIated and Conclusion:
. E fwh"“ww:m adapted
(omes el (s - Limited socioeconomic and cultural The translated test showed to be valid and reliable
backgrounds based on the statistical results obtained. The validity of

the Auditory Comprehension (AC) items appeared to

Communteation [N oo SRR References: be interrelated (item to entire subscale measure) as
(£ o o oy Tt s o o o oS S e Ba e 1- Khamis-Dakwar,R., Al-Askary,H., Benmamoun,A., Ouali,H., Green,H., Leung,T., & Al-  well as the expressive communication (EC). In
dives o bunt (ue a5 nesded) 1o’ o el ul (bl —e - Asbahi,K. (2012). Cultural and linguistic guidelines for language evaluation of Arab- addition, test and re-test after 7 days yielded reliable
T G American children using the Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals (CELF). and consistent results. From these initial findings, we
Q...(teacher)......c...... o w38 s il st 2- Khamis-Dakwar, R., & Froud,K.(2012). Aphasia, Language, and Culture: Arabs inthe  can opt to furtherly try to adapt the whole scale and
G T i () 3- Wi_ig, EH, & EI-H_aIees, Y. (2_000)- DeVQlOpir_‘g a language screening test for Arabic include a wider socioeconomic and geographical
A peson ho wins o game & 78 8 9 i ol s speaking children. Folia Phoniatrica et Logopaedica, 52, 260-274. s
e M I g : \ .
(Pass: 1 correct) (o alo1) E( 4-Zimmerman, I. L., Steiner, V. G., & Pond, R. E. (2002). Preschool language scale-4.

SanAntonio, TX: Harcourt Assessment.
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