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provocation:

“I think that the influence my work has on other people is basc_:d on its rational quality. Anyone can make
use of it without becoming an imitator because it is completely objective. I think that if I myself found
something completely objective, I would make use of it. It is irrelevant from whom the work originates”

- Mies van der Rohe




Drawing from the accidental biotopes created by the plaza’s drainage problems, the plaza re-imagined

an as algaculture farm is capable of producing of 690 tons of biomass per year to supply gas to museum
itself. The plaza as a collection of occupible cells draws from the dual nature of the occupation of the
plaza. The public is allowed to occupy the surface of the plaza while various public officials who emerge
from the county government complex that bounds two sides of the plaza have access to an underground
story below the public surface. By using the plaza’s aberrant paving logics, the cell plaza attempts to
formally manifest the plaza’s multi level occupation. Finally, drawing from the near constant deterioration
of the plaza due to the freeze and thaw cycles and the phenomenon of sulfate attack, the concrete digestor
intensifies the processes that cause the crumbling. Through a sulfate dispersal system coupled with
corrosive admixtures in the concrete, the pavers crumble to reveal a gilded support lattice. This scenario

attempts to poetically display process of the deterioration of the modernism.
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scanning the plaza

The following images were takein ﬁrom a model of the Everson Museum Plaza in Syracuse, NY, designed
by LM. Pei. The model, although based on the built the plaza, is a delamination of existing realities of
construction, weathering and occuisatlon By seperating these interrelated aspects of the plaza, the indi-
vidual reality (e.g. reality of crackmg, reality of occupation patterns of microorganisms) could be viewed
as a discrete and wholy alternate reality to the plaza as it was concieved by Pei. As a result, their sepera-
tion allowed these realities to be overlayed in varying ways. This shuffling created a set speculative reali-
ties that recombined the everyday details of mid- -century modernism info a set of potential realities latent
within the current state of the Evemon Plaza.
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Onondaga County Community Plaza
Construction Logics
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Onondaga County Community Plaza
Construction Logics
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Onondaga County Community Plaza
Weathering and Occupational Indexes
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Onondaga County Community Plaza

Weathering and Occupational Indexes
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Onondaga County Community Plaza
Weathering and Occupational Indexes
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Onondaga County Community Plaza

Weathering and Occupational Indexes
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a. everson plaza

The plaza as it exists contains the latent orders to reveal the three
following scenarios. The map of the orders to the left begins to

suggest alternative ways of representing as well as reconstructing
the plaza. The sectional detail on the opposite page provided the
basis for multiple detail explorations discussed later in this book.
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b. bio plaza:

Drawing from the accidental biotopes created by the plaza’s
drainage problems, this plaza is re-imagined an as algaculture
farm capable of producing of 690 tons of biomass per year to
supply gas to museum itself. The ‘plaza’ becomes a collection
of suspended photobioreactors which provide an environment
optimize for algae growth. Using the sunlight and precipitation
that naturally falls on the plaza along with flue gasses from

the adjacent county steam plant, each bioreactor would allow
a high yeild for a high yield of algea. Each reactor is able to be
individually drained into the algal processing units installed in
space that was formerly the garage. From here, the algae can
be pressed into biodiesel for county’s fleet of automobiles or
processed further into a methane to provide gas power to the

museum.
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c. cell plaza

is plaza acts as a collection of occupible cells and is drawn

m the dual nature of the occupation of the Everson Plaza. The
blic is allowed to occupy the surface of the plaza while various
blic officials who emerge from the county government complex
it bounds the site have access to an underground story below

> public surface. By using the plaza’s aberrant paving logics,

: cell plaza attempts to formally manifest the plaza’s multi level
cupation. A light weight steel and glass structure hung from

> ceiling of garage provides to the cells access and links with the
'work of underground passages that connect the buildings of
 government complex and the musem to the garage. The cells
1tian offices for officials and the county’s Facilities Managent
inch, a courtroom and several temporary holding cells for
soners on trial.
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d. digestor

Drawing from the near constant deterioration of the plaza due
to the freeze and thaw cycles and through the phenomenon of
sulfate attack, the concrete digestor intensifies the processes
that cause the crumbling. Through a sulfate dispersal system
embbed within the supporting lattice as well as a method of
concrete mixing that results in unstable product, the ensured
deterioration becomes the main point of departure for the
design. Corrosive admixtures such as sulfate based salts and glass
would compramise the chemical structure of the concrete while
entrained air would maximize the potential damage caused by
weathering. As the pavers crumble, the gilded support lattice
would be revealed, poetically displaying deterioration of the

otherwise modernist space.







appendix 1: Bibliography

Ackroyd, TN.W. Concrete: Properties and Manufacture New York: Pergamon Press, 1962

Allen, Stan. “From Object to Field” Architectural Design vol. 67 n. 5/6 May-June, 1997

Allen, Stan. “Mat Urbansim: The Thick 2-D” CASE: Le Corbusier’s Venice Hospital and the Mat Building
Revival ed. Hashim Sarkis, New York: Prestel Publishers

Allen, Stan. “Mapping the Unmappable” Practice: Architecture, Technique and Representation Australia:
G+B Arts International, 2000

Biczok, Imre. Concrete Corrosion and Concrete Protection New York: Chemical Publishing Co., 1967

Blaser, Wrener. Federal Center Chicago: Central Post Office with Two Office Blocks.
Basel: Birkhauser, 2004

Borden, Iain. Skateboarding, Space and the City.
New York: Oxford, 2001

de Certeau, Michel. The Practice of Everyday Life
Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1984

Frampton, Kenneth.“Towards Critical Regionalism” The Anti-Aesthetic ed. Hal Foster.
New York: The New Press, 2002

Friedman, Glen E; Stecyk, CR. Dogtown and the Legend of the Z-Boys.
New York: Burning Flags Press, 2002

Kohler, Robert E. Landscapes and Labscapes Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002

Lambert, Phyllis. Mies in Ameica.
New York: Harry N. Abrams, 2003

Leach, Neil. Rethinking Architecture
New York: Routlage, 1997




Lefebvre, Henri. The Production of Space
New Jersey: Wiley-Blackwell, 1992

Milbrandt, A. “A Geographic Perspective on the Current Biomass Resource Availability in the United States” Colorado: National Renewable Energy
Laboratory, 2005

Mostafavi, Mohsen; Leatherbarrow, David. On Weathering Cambridge: MIT Press, 1993

Neville, A.M., Brooks, J.J. Concrete Technology New York: John Whiley & Sons, 1987

Neville, Gerald B. Concrete Manual Illinois: Internation Code Council Publishing, 2006

Price, Walter H., ACI Committe 116. Cement and Concrete Terminology Detroit: American Concrete Institute, 1967

Riley, Terence; Bergdoll, Barry. Mies in Berlin.
New York: Harry n. Abrams, 2002

Yusef, Christi, “Biodiesel from microalgae”” Biotechnol Adv. 2007;25:294-306.

Zardini, Mirko, ed. Sense of the City. An Alternate approach to Urbanism.
Lars Muller Publishers, 2005




appendix 2: details

The following pages are a series of sectional details developed in response to some of the specific logics
latent within the Everson Plaza. Through amplification and repetition, these details were investigation
into the ability of the detail to define the larger system. These details are designed so that a uniform dis-
tribution of the specific detail would result in a differentiation that could not have been achieved through

strict planametric control.
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appendix 2: plans

After the intense investigation of the detail, loose strategies for the larger system were developed through
stenciling. This method allowed the masking and overlay of different effects that could be achieved
through control of the detail. Stenciling was chosen because of the loose nature process and resulting
artifact as well as its relation to the tactical nature of its typical application. The mediums nature as layer-
ing process and its relationship with surface served to further underscore the methodologies attempted in
this project.

The following planametirc explorations are stops along the development of each plaza. The differing
‘plans’ were the results of tests of different strategies of layering and different sets of effects. They are in-
cluded in this document to highlight my argument that the final scenarios are just a set that are part of a

larger array of possibilities.
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scanning the plaza 2

As part of the project of scaning the Everson Plaza was actaully skating the plaza with a skatboard out-
fitted with mini wireless cameras. The photograph to the left depicts all that is required to receive and
record such an operation in the field. Above is the skateboard ourfitted with cameras. The following
images are still from a video using this device. The following images, still from video produced using this
instrument, serve to emphasize the saclar understanding of architecture in which this porject is heavily
invested. These images attempt to erradicate the boarder between the micro
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