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THE GLOBE SHRINKS FOR THOSE WHO OWN IT,

FOR THE DISPLACED OR THE DISPOSED,
THE MIGRANT OR THE REFUGEE -

NO DISTANCE IS MORE AWESOME THAN THE
FEW FEET ACROSS

BORDERS OR FRONTIERS. ..
-HOMI BHABHA




There has been an increase of global flow of
people:
immigrants, refugeés, asylum seekers,
: migrants
to new locations.

Many forced, and many are based on extreme
political, religious, and economic
conditions.

Because of the changes in the world,
ones relationship with “place” has changed
meaning.

One’s identity with place has weakened
and has become more of a
hybrid, layered situation between
place, identity, and space.
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difference

The condition, quality, or fact of being
different, or not the same in quality or
in essence; dissimilarity, distinction,
diversity; the relation of non-agreement
or non-identity between two or more things,
disagreement.

field
“describes a space of propagation, of
effects.” Sanford Kwinter

“"A field condition could be any formal or
spatial matrix capable of unifying diverse
elements while respecting the identity of
each.” Stan Allen

identity

__sameness of a person or thing at all
times or in all circumstances; the condition
or fact that a person or thing is itself
and not something else; individuality,
personality.

“Identity refers to lived experiences and
all the subjective feelings associated
with everyday consciousness. Identity
marks the conjuncture of our past with
social, cultural and economic relations

we live within” Doreen Massey

immigrant

To come to settle in a country (which is
not one’s own); to pass into a new habitat
or place of residence
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DEFINITION OF REFUGEE

Refugee
any person who is outside
any country of such
person’s nationality or,
in the case of a person
having no nationality, is
outside any country in
which such person last

habitually resided, and
who is unable or unwilling

SENREREEREEEE

to return to, and is e
unable or unwilling to 4_"," Sy
avail himself or herself = ' 2
of the pfotection of,
that country because of
persecution or a well-
founded fear of persecution
on account of race,
religion, nationality,
membership in a particular
social group, or political

opinion

'he Immigration and Nationality Act : §



A refugee is a person
unable or unwilling to
return to his or her
native country due to

a well-founded fear of
persecution or because the
person’s life or freedom
would be threatened. To
apply for refugee status,
the applicant must be

physically located outside
the United States.

Individuals already
physically present in the
country may apply for
asylum, provided they meet
the definition of a refugee
and are not barred by law
from applying for or being

granted asylum.

An internally displaced
(IDP)
has been forced to leave

person

their home for reasons
such as religious or
political persecution or
war, but has not crossed an

international border.

is someone who

new settlement origin

TR

g Applications for resettlement to the

United States are compiled by Overseas Processing
Entities (OPEs) and the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on behalf

of refugees. Applications are submitted to US
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).
After approval for resettlement, a principal
either alone or with his or her close
family (spouses, minor unmarried children, and
dependent parents), is eligible to come to the
United States through the refugee resettlement
program. USCIS collects data on refugees when
their applications are submitted abroad through
the OPEs or UNHCR, when they arrive in the United
States for resettlement, and when they adjust
their status to Lawful Permanent Resident.
Refugees and their family members (spouses and
children older than 14) are entitled to work in
the United States and to other kinds of services
and assistance.

applicant,

According to the US Refugee Act of 1980
and based on the 1951 UN Refugee Convention, any
aliens, whether their current immigration status

is legal or not, who are physically present in
the country or at a port of entry may apply

for asylum. An asylum seeker acquires asylee
status when his or her application has been
processed and approved and asylum is granted. A
person granted asylum in the United States is
entitled to a social security card, employment
authorization, and other assistance.

In the United States, the main difference between these two
groups of people is the location of the person at the time of
application — the refugees are generally outside of the United
States when they are considered for resettlement, whereas
asylum seekers submit their applications while they are
physically present in the United States or at a port of entry.

Besides the definitional difference, refugees and
asylees are different in the way they are treated by
immigration and refugee law at the time of application,
admission, and adjustment of their status to lawful
permanent resident (LPR) status (see sidebar).

information taken from UNCHR website



Reconfirming
process

Identity:
£OF

Screened by the UNHCR to
determine if person is
qualified as a refugee under
international law

Screened by the US Embassy
in the Host Country - which
has contracts with private

organizations to collect
information about refugees

Embassy will check the name of
refugee in Consular Lookout
and Support System [database
of people who have been denied
visa]

Department of Homeland
Security BCIS conducts face-
to-face interview and reviews
file

When one has passed all
interviews and paperwork,
they are photographed and
fingerprinted by the State

Department and possible FBI
clearance.

Enters within 5 to 6 months of
final approval

1
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resettlement to United States

whois outside any country of such person's |

2rson having no nationality, is outside any coi

habitually resided, and who is unable or un

le or unwilling to avail himself or herself of th:

:ause of persecution or a well-founded fear of

ce, religion, nationality, membership in a part
or political opinion

Proceeds to the

interview and
compares with
host country US
embassy records
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Adjustment to LPR: Both
efugees and asylees are
eligible to apply for

awful permanent resident
(LPR) status after one year
of continuous presence

in the United States in
their respective status of
refugee or asylee. Whereas
here have been no annual
imitation on the number of
refugees eligible to adjust
to LPR, the 10,000-per-
vear limit on asylee-status
adjusters was eliminated in
005 as a result of the REAL
ID Act.
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Annual limits on
admission: While there
is an annual limit on
the number of refugee
admissions, no such cap
exists on the number of
asylum applications or
approvals for asylum.



Total Population of Concern [by Category]

Others
48.1%

Stateless
7.5%

Returned IDP
.8%

Refugees
/ 48.1%
IDP

28.3%

Returned Refugees Asylum Seekers
7.8% 4.4%

Refugee/Asylum/IDP in numbers

12,000, 0007
10, 000, 000+
8, 000, 000+
6,000, 000
4,000, 000

2,000, 000

96-97 97-98  98-93  99-00  00-01

01-02 02-03

MAJOR ORIGINS OF REFUGEES [2005]

1,908,100 _ Afghanistan

693,300 _ Sudan

438,700 _ Burundi

430,600 _

Dem. Rep of the
Congo

394,800 _ Somalia
358,200 _ Vietnam
349,700 _ Palestinians

262,100 _ Iraq

233,700 _ Azerbaijan
231,100 _ Liberia

refugee

internally displaced [idp]
returned refugees
stateless

assylum seekers

returned idp




“"Through resettlement, refugees gain legal
protection - residency and often eventually
citizenship - from governments who agree, on a
case-by-case basis, to open up their communities
to new members. The task of receiving and
settling refugees requires that UNHCR works
closely with central and local authorities,
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and
religious and social welfare groups. It is often
through the efforts of NGOs that the public in
resettlement countries is made aware of the
plight of needy refugees.” UNHCR website

Number of Arrivals of Refugees
Resettled in Industrialized Countries

MAIN COUNTRIES OF

140
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111100000

- United States

Canada
Europe*
N Australia/New Zealand
*Burcpe refers to Denmark, Finland,

Iceland, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway,

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1008 1009 2000 2001 2002 2003 Sweden and UK

RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES
[in 2005]

1

Country Total

United States 53,
Australia 11,
Canada 10,

Sweden 1,

Finland
Norway

New Zealand
Denmark
Netherlands
United Kingdom
Ireland
Brazil

Chile
Argentina
Iceland
Mexico

813
654
400
263
766
749
741
483
419
175
117
76
46
34
31
29



United States

Admission of refugees to

the United States and their
resettlement here are
authorized by the Immigration
and Nationality Act, amended
by the Refugee Act of

1980. The act had two basic
purposes:

1. provide a uniform procedure
for refugee admissions

2. to authorize federal
assistance to resettle
refugees and promote their
self-sufficiency.

Refugee Admissions to US based on
Region

120
110

100

1491 1492 1493 19%4 1995

|

1996

J

Refugees are processed and
admitted to the United States
from abroad. The State
Department handles overseas
processing of refugees and US
Citizenship and Immigration
Services of the Department of
Homeland Security makes final
determinations about eligibility
for admissions. Separate
provision is made in the INA for
the granting of asylum on a case=
by-case basis to asylee who are
physically present in the United
States or at a land border or
port of entry and who meet the
definition of a refugee.
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United States received 73,850

refugees in 2004, representing
the 4th largest resettlement
host country in the world. Of
that, New York State represents
the 4th largest refugee
resettlement state within the
United States, following,
California, Florida, and Texas.
Speculating on migrant border
crossing, it is interesting

to note that both Texas and
Florida have a high percentage
of Cuban and Mexican refugees
and asylum seekers, where New
York State represented a high
percentage of refugees and
asylum seekers from all over
the world.

europe
asia
africa

carribian
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In 2004, New York State received 3683 rgfugeeg ﬁrom

_ Afghanistan, Burma, Cuba, Congo, Ethiopia, Ha1t1{
Iran, Liberia, Somalia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Soviet
Union, and several other countries.

0f those who resettled in New York, close to 70%

) resettled to the Upstate region of New York in the
following counties. Resettlement to upstate New York
" {s a new trend. With the bombings of the World Trade
Center in 2001, resettlement shifted to upstate.

FFY 96- FFY 97- FFY 98- FFY 99- FFY 00- FFY 01- FFY 02- FFY 03- FFY 04- FFY 05-
97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06

Refugee Admissions to New York State
Based on Region

Oneida and Onondaga Counties in
New York State are the areas of
interest for my thesis topic.
Because of the current shift in
resettlement to Upstate New York,
I am curious on how these two
places, in particular the cities
of Syracuse and Utica compare

to the refugee resettlement
process. Located approximately an
hour apart, how does the refugee
resettlement represent the city?

2500

Uzbekistan
Serbiz
Russia
Ukraine
Vietnam
Sudan

Iran

i |

Burma




Forced migration takes place
under specific circumstances and
to understand the experiences
of displacement of each refugee
moment, it must be treated
individually. The migration
situation is activated by

an increasingly wide range

of events. For centuries
migration has been shaped by
the demands of capitalism.
America for this reason, has
been represented as a place of

freedom, refuge.

The following is a case study
on the refugee resettlement in
Utica, NY. Utica was chosen
for its proximity to Syracuse
and its similar urban post-
industrial city path. Utica is
also the 4th largest refugee
dense city in United States
and is very successful with
resettlement. The outcome of
this analysis is to see what
urban strategies work that
could be applied to Syracuse,

Ny refugee resettlement.
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Situated within the region of Mohawk Valley,
Utica is the 4th density refugee city in

the United States. The availability of
transportation system has a great influenced
the development of the area. Ideally situated
on major railroads and highways. However,
like many industrial towns and cities

located along the Erie Canal, Utica has
experienced a major reduction in manufacturing
activity in the past several decades and

is in serious financial problems. Utica is
experiencing severe suburban sprawl, where

the depopulation, deindustrialization and
urban sprawl to the suburbs has created rapid
population loss and economic struggles for the
eity.

A post-industrial city,

Utica has begun to revive itself with the
introduction of new refugee population.

Utica’s population




10,000 REFUGEES AND COUNTING
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be a drag on the economy?

— Forbes Magazine,

Aug. 9, 19998

Hanna — who left Utica for
10 years — returned and was re-
clccted mayor 1n 1995. He
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UTICA URBAN RENEWAL

Utica, New York has been highly
profiled in the media for its
success in refugee resettlement

Much of its success is because
of Utica’s depopulation from
post-industrialization. The new
immigrant and refugee population
are filling in the void. Hamilton
College, in New York, produced an
extensive survey on the growing
refugee and immigrant population
and its impact on the urban economy
of Utica.

The main findings were:

Refugees are a net cost initially,
because the costs are front

loaded by the government.
However, benefits occur both on
the individual level and city
level approximately 15 years after
resettlement. For a depopulated
and postindustrial city such as
Utica, the refugee population is
indeed an asset to the economy.
What does this mean urbanistically?
With the closing of major
industrial manufacturing companies
in the late 1990’s,

immigrants are helping the small

the new

manufacturing industries by working
With
urban

in the production line.
Utica’s growing economy,
renewal of downtown has begun to
occur.



""""" FOREIGN BORN POPULATION
Utica’s refugee and
immigrant populations
resettle within the
center of the city.
“ Typically in low
~ residential areas of the
ity

high density

low density

[
R
R
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NOTE:

Graphical data on where refugee populations
resettle in their new city does not exist in
current American Census documents. The closest
result to tracking refugee populations locations

in the United States is to look at the Foreign

Born Population, in particular Non-Citizen Foreign

Born populations. Under US law, refugees and
asylum seekers can apply for citizenship after
several years living in the United States, until
then, they are registered as “non-citizens”.
Looking at non-citizen populations can be
misleading, because foreign students, foreign
laborers with work visa, etec, are also considered
“non-citizens”. However, after looking at the
city of Utica, one can see that population is in

that general area



Cuba [above]

Africa [below]
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Foreign Born Populations tend to settle around the center
of the city. Looking at the individual populations, one
' can see how urban communities and blocks tend to form small
' communities. These areas tend to be low income housing.

Bosnia [above]

Vietnam [below]

i

.\— |

Populations were chosen based on refugee resettlement trends
to the United States from UNCHR data.
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Bosnia [above]
Vietnam [below]

Populations were chosen based on refugee resettlement trends
to the United States from UNCHR data.






hyper program
One of the successes

of the Mohwalk Refugee
Center it is centrally
located on Utica’s
mainstreet. It is

also housed in a
multi-programed former
Catholic School. The
building has 3 entrances
on the west, south, and
east of the building.

\

un

1112333338383 §
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[Our Kids Klan XL]
[Bowman Bridges]
[Vietnamese
Community Center]

[Habitat for Humanity]
Multicultural Ass. of Medical
Interpreters]

[Narcotics Anonymous]

[Planet Utica)

[Utica Boxing Assoc. ]

[WIC Program]

[Mohwalk Valley
Refugee Center]
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Sectionally, the
building is divided
by services on the
ground floor, and
classroom/media lab
on the second floor.
Interaction between
the happen in the
transition zone: the
stair. Here events,
job posting, and
other activities

are posted.

Corridor

The Corridor is used
as an organizational
strategy for the
programs. The

ground floors house
administration/files/
directors’ offices. The
second floor houses
classrooms/media lab/
conference rooms.
There is a strange
relationship between
both floors.

PP EssReNeeNNNEsEneRINseRBRERRRREBRRRIOIRERS

esssecnns

Community

The Second floor
corridor differs

from the first floor
corridor in that

it creates a more
communal relationship
between students,
refugees, teachers.
Chairs line the wall,
where waiting for
class in the corridor
becomes a communal
event. The walls

are also lined with
stories and pictures
of past and present
lives of the refugees
representing the
changing identities.

o

sescsens \

1111119011309

Nationalism
Signs and
symbols become
an important
representation
of one’s
identity.



Through out time, our conception
of place is being produced and
reexamined by our relationship
between urban space and social

networks. Often, when we describe
place, we contrast ourselves and

our identities with somewhere or
something that is very different
from ourselves. We associate place
with familiarity and security with
belonging to a location. (DMassey)
Place cannot be defined as one

idea or one representation. It

is something created by people,

both by the individual and the
collective. Our sense of place is
centrally tied to our identity and
our relationship with the city.

When we are connected to a place, we
have feeling of belonging to a given
location.

Identities of place are undefined and
unfixed because the social relations
out of which they are constructed.

By their very nature, identities

of places are dynamic and always

changing because of the constant
flows of people, technology, and

the renegotiation of the past.
Connection to uniqueness of place --
or more precisely, in establishing
authenticity of meaning, memory,
histories, and identities as
differential function of places.

1860

L8270

1480

1490

1900

1910
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As “"That 703 Show"
ome mght, Ahigail chane
with the opening credits,
all atrinhy, we're
Frumees, situng!
on (he cotch, croo
“Baliy il you give ot

new radio,
o e 41 give it ta you”

Rebecen
quiet down. They ignore her,

tach Sunday Rebecea

Yep
and

alline.
hat up?

beging

ol algin.”
st 10 Ahigai
into her

shouts at them o

inkes

her family to services at South-
side Church of Chrigt on West

Culvin Street Rebecea found the

church, the
sho belonged to ot the refuges

camp

They armived for the first ser

me denonunation

vice Sept. 16 to find a simple

altar. tows of wouden pews. no

organ, everyonc reading his own

Bible and singing hymns—ijust
like the refuzce camp church
The Dayes claimed a pew and

frayed with the Sunday crowd of

about 30 for the victins of Hur-
ricane Katrina, for the safety of
1hose they left behind in Africa
and for their own futine in
America
By the end of November. Li-
berians made hstory by chons

50 Amerasians
and Families
Immigrating

t TTra N
I.O Sylaw

11
wu

o
SC

g y paid their $200
utshities for the seoomd tune, paid
their 800 renl and sent 20 (0
relatives and friends in the refu

pre o

blesy yuu, you hless
somebody. 100, Rebecca said

Then, un Dec. L5, Kilian
placed hiet, Henry und a handtul
of others on icave.

‘God

Moving forward

Catching dard times,'” Re
called it
Two weeks 4

Aunn / Stafi photographer
gerful Life” in

program on
s{= 10 hgrade at

AU THON, 17, watches the movie “it’
1glish class at the Syracuse School Diste
wk Street. In January, Thon will enrolle

ancd sewing, piccing (o
gether S15 doeases (o (ellow ref

ugecs, but ¥ oplimistic A
et e aned by enwould  ottinaham Hiah School, “:1“ s Lhoja'-'racuse program consid-
retym 1oty CINCS Sn0n. S—— — et 0 aSUtC('SS

“You waris 3 rhe leadership, The leaders here are
Tirith, ” shwe satid, *“and cverything sophisticated, educated people,” said

COmes 10 pass

Last Thursday, Kilian hired
Rebecca back. Monday, Eilen
Johnson Sirleal becanw Lihesi
n's new peesident — the find
wons 1o lead an Afnican coun-
v

ha D. Stewart, director of Refugee
settlement for the Syracuse Area
erreligions Council. “[ think in some
¥s, the Hmong have done te'.lcr than
some of the olhers because it's been
tty much one family. One group. And
< leaders in the family, the first people
tho came and who remain Lhe leaders in
Lee clan, they were educated.”
Nearly half of the refugees wha came
Indochina were younger than 18
_.warl says the refugces in Syracuse
gre maturing &s a community, Refugees
& risen from entry-level jobs and
Pought their own houses, “They are
ablishing roots here,” she said.

Aster Judith Howley has been helping
reiugees establish roots for nine vears.

' often a sad job. She and others from

‘Let us begin ancw, moving

wward into 2 futuro tat is
d with hope and pruumise,

leal, 67, said in her Inougosa-
Gan speech

Rebecca says tht at 49, she is
lr\-mld ta cetvmn and see Johmson
s new [ iberia. She took &
chance, crossed the ocemt amd
found her new day in America
She 15 counting on o higher au-
thority to save Libeyia for ber
prendchildren. should they
choose (n return

|

*'When God says peacs RN L John the Evangelist Church in Syra-
says, *‘peace will be forever e waited al Hancock Airport for two
— Molly Heanessy-Fiske can

gees from Laos.

ne scrawny 15-year-old walked off
plane. His brother had died in the
gee camp. Not long ago, the boy 5ra-
duated from Mohawk Community Col-
». Sister Judy said she sees him often.

be reached at 470-2261 or wnhen
ressyfiske @ symcuse com

10-year-old
pros:
ea’s refugees

am aids

Resettlement and

| ' "
et Media
O1]
te
has r@rC1JQJ mu~h
media attention
over the past few
years on the local
- e level. The left
Returning to Liberia is examples on the
Refugees repatriated to s
Uiberia receive the following media representat ion

iterns of refugee identity.

Kitchen set. une per tamily
Blanket: one per person

Skeeping mat: cne
Soap: 2 bars of 250y per

B2r person

person
Bucket: one per family
Lantarn: ane per family
Empty hag: o
Masquito net: one per family
Plastic sheat: one for families
(1-3 people)

Sanitary kit: one piece of

ne per person

fabric, Z pawr underweay,
2 bars of soap

Source UNMCR'S o bulletin board
r Ghana

Coming to Syrocuse
Refugees arp settled in a
{urnished apartment and
also rerpive haalth benefits,
food stamps and other
firancial assistance in the

first month.

Here's a breakdown of what
a refugee family of four
receives, according to Kip
Hargrave, director of Gatholic
Charities' refugee pregram

$200 per adult or child {one-
time payment)

Bed for each person

One dresser per household
Kitchen table and four chairs
Four dishes, glasses and cups
Twao chairs or a couch and
end tables

Lamps

Televisian

fox tre more thas 400 losarkinese rebugres liring 1o he Svracie ates 5o Chrmime
7 who rno
' the ol they bnag s (e commazity

s el ecpeal thes opprsenity 35 start 4 mewe e in fhix naton Asd o o

sew immgrasts oo e ol could dup

The New
Immigrants
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Currently, Onondaga County is the second
largest refugee resettled county in New
York State. However, immigration to

this area is not a new urban movement.
Syracuse has been a place of immigrant
resettlement for many diverse groups

from all over the world for many

decades. Many who have resettled here
came for refuge from their existing
political, economic and religious
problems from their home country, looking
| to reestablish their lives by the
I manufacturing and canal industry.
The opening of the Erie Canal in 1825
brought flows of migrants and manufactured
goods from the Atlantic to the Great
Lakes. The canal was a connective path,
networking places, people, and ideas.
With the development of the canal, came
. the development of towns and cities along
the canal, where the industrialized
industries and the building of the canal
provided jobs for the newly arriving

‘ immigrants from across the world.

- The canal celebrated in

P
“art, literature, story, >l-0w BRIDGE

4 EVERYBODY DOWN .
and song, 1it helped (o= FFTEEN YEARS ON THE ERIE CANAL)

establish
an American identity

i'f‘-j v both here and abroad.”
B Erie Canal Museum

S amar o™y Lo e

mz—._a TR



Syracuse Irish

After the construction of
the Erie Canal, the Irish
immigrants settled just west
of downtown Syracuse, named
Tipperary Hill.
of the place is an example
of the Irish marking place
within the city.

The act of marking place

The naming

can be recognized by the
traffic light on the corner of
Tompkins Street and Milton
Avenue. When Syracuse started
to install traffic lights to
the city, the Irish insisted
that green must be placed
above red, arguing that red
above green references the
British, and “who dare would
put red before green”

The Irish, pleased with their;
victory, built a small park,
the Tipperary Hill Memorial
Park, and erected a statue,
the Tipperary Hill Heritage
Memorial.
dedicated to those who, in
their opinions, were “brave
sons of Ireland” that stood
up to City Hall and won.

The memorial is

urban renewal.

culture.
The erection of the monument

symbolized Irish identity
within Syracuse

Syracuse Italian

Italian immigrates began
coming to America in
significant numbers after

the unification of Italy in
1870. By then, the Erie
Canal had already been built
in Syracuse, but Italian

day laborers worked on the
Bare Canal and were hired to
build railroads, streets,
and water-works for Central
New York. The pattern

of Italian settlement in
Syracuse at this time
reflected the kinds of work
they did.
the rail yards, round
houses, and track along the
north side and soon opened
business to serve their
needs as well as those of

They lived near

larger community.

= = SST s el

Unlike the Irish settlement in Syracuse, the representation
of Italian identity has become materialized and constructed
The “true” Italian has become erased, were

the capitalization and commodification has homogenized the
representation of Syracuse Italian identity.

Representation of

iconic flags symbolizes and marks the spaces of the “Italian”

The erasure of Italian history of Syracuse has
occurred to represent the icons of “Little Italies” and
“chinatowns” of America - where the pProcess of buying and the
glorification of culture erases the true “authentic” Italy




Foreign Born

Noncitizen Population

Unlike Utica, Syracuse

is comparatively a

- ¥ much larger city, so

T ¥ resettlement tends to

‘ 1 . blends and mixes into

- | _\\' the urban fabric, in
T

| particular the lower
- income sections of

‘ the city. However,
\ IJK}f« looking at these
~1~J maps, one would see a

== _ = gravitation towards

— . the formation of

g § " densely pact refugee/
' TT e immigrant populations
—— {X( p within the city.

These places tend to
be located around the
existing boundary

of the interstate

e 690 and 81 that has
devised and split

Syracuse in the

several parts. Low

4 housing and apartments
: explain where these
populations are

relocated too, for

{ obvious reasons.
- 3 ; The location of
refugee resettlement

agencies are located

g : conveniently on the
' northside of Syracuse

= : : where majority of the

refugee refugee population
] resettlement lives.
i = — centers
sV _ B N S 1|
| ——— i high density low density
/ )=
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How can one represent and reconnect urban unity
while representing the diversity and identity
of the individuals in the city?

Urban unity is achieved
through diversity and identities of various
scales: the city, the built form, the person,
the everyday. The advantage of this scheme is
its anticipation for future representation,
future identities, the flexibility and flux of
styles and functions.
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OPERATIONS

Site
preserving place by
reconnecting and reconstructing
past, present, and future

Program
flux vs. fixed
cultural identity vs. institutional identity

Methodology
—stitching together the fragmented urban
landscape by reconnecting and reaffirming place
and identity of the city

- To, “mediate impact of universal civilization with
elements derived indirectly from peculiarities of
particular place...
self-consciousness”

-K.Frampton



What remains 1invisible ...are the mediating
forces of institutional and bureaucratic
frameworks that direct such productions of
identity, and the extent to which the identity
of such institutional forces are themselves in
continuous process of (re)articulation.

-Miwon Kwon

Refugee Relocation centers in Syracuse are
literally situated in direct relationship to
church building types. This is problematic
in the sense that the power structure of

the church and state are physically visible
within the city. However, the relationship
is necessary because of funding for refugee
services, and the lack of funding to house

a Refugee Resettlement Facility in a free
standing structure. The relationship between
the church building and refugee services is
based upon the programmatic needs and services

the institution provides.

Refugees and immigrants cannot survive without
a relationship between institutional power:
either the church or the state. Hence, the
proposal for Refugee Resettlement Facility
must recognize the institutional structure
since refugee programs would not exist

without them. The question is, how does the
architecture, the program, reflect upon this

relationship.

Office of Refugee Resettlement

The ORR services are offices for
resettlement. It is housed
attached to the church, in the
old rectory portion.

Refugee Family Program

The RFP services are
classrooms, offices, day-care,
small auditorium, health
care, housed in a former
catholic school.

Catholic Charities

Programmatically, the ORR
services are offices for
resettlement. It is housed
attached to the church, in the
old rectory portion.




Immigration/refugee
programs cannot survive
without sharing some kind
of relationship to other
programs and institutions
within their new city of

-

e gont

SR A resettlement.
e reeray Immigration Centers, Public

School System, Governmental
Facilities and Courts,
Churches, and Bus Stations
play an important piece to
the immigration services.

Refugee Relocation

Schools + Library

The Refugee Resettlement
Facility site is a point I
within the network of
current immigration |
aid in Syracuse. It
connects existing |
refugee resettlement
programs in Syracuse to |
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preserving place by reconnecting and

reconstructing downtown syracuse to its historical

past through density
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Site is situated in the former center
“In laying the building into site, its ”of the Erie Canal transportation route,
the capacity to embody the prehistory “whlch aided in immigration settlement
of place, its archeological past, ”1n Syracuse. The construction of the
and its subsequent cultivation and major interstate highways created a
transformation across time...”"K. boundary separating northside and
Frampton downtown Syracuse. Siting the Refugee
Resettlement Facility was was to stitch
back the former state.




Additional Strategies:

Edge Boundary

The physical boundary of 81-690
infrastructure literally separates downtown
Syracuse to its surrounding communities. Siting
the Refugee Relocation Facility at the edge of
the boundary gives the significance of a Gateway

to downtown. It is the interstitial zone

between downtown and northside.

Path + Connection stitch

Reconnecting pedestrian path to northside and
downtown. Major bus stations are situated on
three sides of the site. Heavy foot traffic
between northside and downtown cross at the

intersection of site.

Surface

The surface of the refugee resettlement facility
is like a Palimpsest. [A parchment or other
writing surface on which the original text has
been effaced or partially erased, and then
overwritten by another]. The idea is that over
time, representation of identity if various

cultures and individuals can be read over time.
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‘Inasmuch as abstract space [of modernism
and capital] tends towards homogeneity,
towards the elimination of existing
differences or peculiarities, a new space
cannot be born [produced] unless it
accentuates differences”

-Henri Lefebvre
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Program: p ;l ') The program for the Refugee Resettlement
\
: : > ) Facility has been divided into two parts:
A refugee relocation center is an entry port . . :
i~ "3 Fixed Program vs. Flux Program.
to refugee’s new place and identity. It is a center \ ¥ -S Fixed is program that is always needed for the
~r
2 7 y % = relocation process. F
which introduces one to an a new lifestyle, customs, 4 j P S SUEagTaiEES e e
:;’ - the program the changes based upon the refugee
and culture. Upon arrival to their new location, a 177 D) population coming to Syracuse.
refugee or asylum seeker is placed on a time schedule (1{ ')
designated by the political system of their new 7:{ t) !
- 3 :
country, that they must meet in order to stay in the \ 7 = p 5
D i X E d!
country and gain citizenship. These include cultural e & : 'f 1
oy o u
’,
. | Py e
adjustment classes to health checkups to job placement :( ) N Niotrator-office %3
: : : 2 o i
in their new locations. The center acts the heart of - ) 1 3 ; -
u,, P SEAEE room) special collection|[library]
their relocation process that houses these ritualistic j? . E i lery i@
) employment office | 2 y [Bes
activities, and hence, architecture can play a vital ¥t F: ! .
, R o 1T s health officed "X o
role in establishing these activities to aid in the Z | ]
P fi1 5 i\ theater 500 cap
relocation process and also a new identity. However, e £5 oragei
; s e | restaurant
how can the changing and temporal course of refugee = 4 bathroom:
2 '
i ' lan
identities be layered and filtered architecturally? The Sg G{- classroom X6 ; R
5 4 3 ]
1
Refugee Relocation center is also part of a larger o i : A ;
:; r&‘ media labi i d e -t & t y
institutional setting, where it must accommodate 8 o 1
- ) conference !
the small scale needs of the people with the larger Lﬁ 7S i
,(' /‘ 1
scale needs of the institution. What is the role of f/p 1 d C ei
I' '
- < 1
architecture in relationship to the institution and > (/ :
%y ]
- 1
agencies? How is the city brought into the public and :ﬂ £ i
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social realm? 5 4



The Construction of program is based on the
theoretical urban strategies by Stan Allen in
Points and Lines.

w5 field condition could be any formal or spatial matrix
capable of unifying diverse elements while respecting
the identity of each. Field configurations are loosely
bound aggregates characterized by porosity and local
interconnectivity. Overall shape and extent are highly
fluid and less important than the internal relationships of
the parts, which determine the behavior of the field”

Flux Program:
Contemporary life can be seen as a network of

unanchored flows. Kwon argues in One Place After

Another that even Kenneth Frampton’s “critical
regionalism” seems outdated to the global situation
because, “it is predicated on the belief that a
particular site/place, with its identity-given or
identifying properties, exist always and already
prior to whatever new cultural forms might be
introduced to it or emerge from it (pl64).” Hence,
a critical regionalism site-specific understanding
of site is reactive, harvesting what is presumed

to be there already rather than generating new
identities, or new histories. Hence, the Flux

program changes, evolves, and adapts based upon the

current and future refugee populations of Syracuse.
It is not that identities are erased when relocating
to Syracuse, but evolve based on relocating to

Syracuse. The projected program situations is

based upon the incoming New York State arrivals.

A ee—— —— — e —
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' Qnternal Connection:

O' ‘either the fixed, nor
ux program can survive
O' iithout some relationship
.ith each other. Visual
O v Qonnections and path
rovide connections between

O @® @oth facilities.

Cg” ©
o@® ©
O :
: ternal Connection:
ithin the operations, two
J equences emerge. The
‘ublic vs. the private
) ‘elationships. The private
s the entrance to the
) .esettlement core programs,
‘hile the public entrance
s based on flux programs.

© O OO0
O O OO

Fixed Program situated
within flux program.

Flux program is represented
in a field where multiple
possibilities can occur.
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The circles become
representation of
landscape, the light gray
becomes the identity
programs, wrapping the fixed
program.




program relationships based on 24
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Conclusion:

Place is to be seen as a specific locational
point, where the current histories and the
current situation of the city of Syracuse can
begin to reflect each other, not homogenize
the situation. With the increase of refugee
and immigrant flows, Syracuse can begin to not
only recognize the situation, but address it.
Not in a way of erasing cultural differences
and identities, but layering the histories
and futures, creating solidarity.

The drive towards a universal civilization,
creating the homogenization of places and
erasure of cultural and individual identity,
is not what this thesis project tries to drive
for. The degree of success this architecture
thesis is to be measured in relation to the
degree in which the expression of identity,
AFFIRMS rather than questions the eultural
differences and identity in relationship to
place.
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Modes of Migrancy
and Architecture

How can the terms architecture and
migration be related? The concept of
architecture is an immobile, grounded,
stable object, rooted in location

and the culture of the given site.
Migration, is in flux and travels across
cultures and location, typically under
conditions of the individual. Reading
only the binary relationships between
architecture and migrancy privileges
such principles as settlement,
stability, and permanence over those of
mobility, transit, and fluidity. Hence,
architecture, tries to bring order
from chaos and mobility. Historically,
architecture and migrancy has taken
various forms, from the construction
of individual buildings by host
communities (colonial architecture)

to the construction of individual
dwellings (emergency shelters). The
following proposes the three modes in
which architecture and migrancy can be

related.

itecture by Migrants

'S ~an be seen in two modes:

chitecture that has been carried out
migrants on “architectures of their
tinations.” (Cairns pl8)

The most obvious example of this

is the Chinatowns and the Little
Italies i across the major

American Cities. The idea of place

within a place has been hyper-

represent the symbol of the cul

they originally came from. Cultural

identity has been erased where

tourism and capitalism buys into the
cultures iconized identity (Cairns).
The architectures of “chinatowns”

take on exotic forms,

symbols by meshing
fabric. Typically
with na

re languages and
assistant in

identity and of

within the city.

Architectures of “Hyper” Privileged

-Architecture that has been carried
out by privileged migrants: those

individuals that are in se

the “em

busines

]
=)
1]
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Architecture for Migrants Architecture as Migrants

Architecture for migrants are Architecture itself can be migrants.
structures designed to respond One predominate example of this is the
to emergency situations, creating International Style, where the German
disaster relief structures and Bauhaus styles emigrated to various

parts of the globe: United States,
South Africa, So q'% America, Israel,
tral

housing for mass displacement.
Cairns argues these “architectures
are coded in terms of economic,
logistical, structural, and material
efficiency.” The built projects tend
to be homogenous, large scale, and
funded by governmental and non-
governmental agencies, and hence a
concerned with funding. “As a kind
of bureaucratic vernacular, these
architectures can be thought of as
a different kind of architecture-
without-architects (p24) .”

ia (Cairns p28). An
example of this is Mies Van der Rohe’s
Crown Hall at Illinois Institute of
Technology in Chicago and New National
Gallery in Berlin. Both have a
similar architectural language and can
be interchange locations, place does
not matter. Architecture became less
confined by international borders and

& i boundaries.

Several architects have tapped into
disaster relief structures, most
famous is Shigeru Ban. Cairns
guestions the architect for their
“socio-political” power in working
with disaster relief structures,
however, what is noteworthy about
architects working with disaster
relief architecture is its a sign
of the architects agency. “That
architecture’s aesthetic capacities
are exercised even in these most
challenging situations. (p25)”
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passed:
admitted to the
United States

Ellis Island
Immigration
Gateway

L.ocated on the

mouth h

at
ellis |island

symbolizing new
1ife, new beginnings
and leaving behind
of origins. The
architecture
symbolized the
bureaucratic

and ideological
functions of an
immigration centre. The building
was modest in size based on its
relationship to the mass amounts of
people, and organizationally was
based on controlled movement.

Site:

Located on an Island in the harbor
in New York, Ellis Island “typifies
the eventually role of architecture
in the face of cultural migrants”.
(Intergram) . placed on an island,
it symbolizes the gateway between in
and out.

Deported to
country of
origin




Asylum Registration
Center

natial Sequence

entry
Registration Center at Ter Apel, is the ﬁr rmortories
asylum center in the Netherlands to be built a g deported
designed specifically for a resettlement center
not being housed in another building. “The ail iOnr they would walk

idor where further
be followed in the

of the registration center is to separate tho
asylum seeks who stand a chance of being grante
asylum from those who do not within 48 hours b
among other things, investigating whether som
one has previously submitted a request for asy-
lum, by establishing identity, nationality a
route taken, and not by listing the reasons £
feeling the country of origin( Archis p4l). =
Organizationally, the center was driven by t L o —
idea of movement, and the use of the corrido =
As one enters the center, they become a volun-
tary prison
Sit
Symbolically, the Center lies in the far south_

east corner, on the border of Germany. T = [ | |
three other asylum centers in the Netherlan a8 ) rll;ijji <8
are place along the north, south, east and wesw . | 3 & ,i
corners of the country. "“The message woul 2 o [V gy =

seem to be that anyone who enters one of thesﬂgn { ' Fe l—‘i—-T—:—:____

centers is not really in the Netherlands, bu " L_,lr_Ti:?:——-

rather in a transitional zone. (archis p4l)” Th 4.1~E: 4, —ul
location of these centers has nothing to do wit” ‘—*—_T_? I—HZL

one’s point of entry :EE‘“[T_ ’.W“F
g |

Fyattar




Core Sources:

Allen, Stan. Points + Lines: Diagrams and Projects for the City./
Princeton Architectural Press. New York. 1999.

Arboleda, Eduardo and Ian Hoy. “The Convention Refugee Definition,
in the West: Disharmony of Interpretation and Application.”
International Journal of Refugee Law. Oxford University Press.
Vol. 66. 1993. p66-90.

Bogen, Elizabeth. Immigration in New York. Praeger. New York.
1987.
Cairnes, Stephen. “Drifting: Architecture/Migrancy”. Drifting:

Architecture and Migrancy. Routledge Press. New York. pg 17-47.

Cameron, Deborah and Thomas Markus. The Worlds Between the
Spaces: Building and Language. Routledge. New York. 2002.

Carter, Paul. “Mythforms: Techniques of Migrant Place-Making”.
Drifting: Architecture and Migrancy. Routledge Press. New York.
Pg. 116-128.

2

Colguhoun, Alan. “Concept of Regionalism” Postcolonial Studie

Crisp, Jeff. The State of the World?s Refugees. Humanitarian
Agenda 1997-98. Oxford University Press. New York. 1998.
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

Frampton, Kenneth. “Place-Form and Cultural Identity” Design
After Modernism: Beyond the Object. Thames and Hudson. New Yor
1988. P51-66.

Frampton, Kenneth. “Towards a Critical Regionalism: Six Points
for an Architecture of Resistance” The Anti-Resthetic: Essays on
Postmodern Culture. New York Press, New York. 2002. pg 17-34.

Gausa, Manuel. Metapolis dictionary of advanced architecture.
Actar. Barcelona. 2003.

Hammar, Tomas and Grete Brochmann. International Migration,
Immobility and Development: Multidisciplinary Perspective. Berg:
Oxford. New York. 1997.

Heidegger, Martin. “Building Dwelling Thinking” Poetry,
Language, Thought. Harper & Row Publishers, New York. Pgl43-
162.

Indra, Doreen. Engendering Forced Migration: Theory and Practice.
Berghan Books: Oxford. New York. 1999.

as, Susan. hos from a Nations Past. Aperture

nas,
Foundation Inc.

Lehrer, Warren and Judith Soloan. (Crossing the Blvd. WW Norton &
Company. New York. 2003.

Marfileet, Philip. Refugees in a Global Era. Palgrave Macmillan.
New York. 2006.

Marett, Valerie. _Immigrants Secttling in the City. Leicester
University Press. New York. 1989.

Kaplan, Caren. "“On Location”. Making Worlds: Gender Metaphor
Materiality. Aiken, Susan Hardy. University of Arizona Press.

Tuscan. 1998. Pg. 60-66.

Marks, T. “Chapter Six, Heritage” Worlds Between the Spaces:
Buildings and Language. 2002. Pgl20-148.

Massey, Doreen. “A Global Sense of Place” Marxism Today. June
1991 pg24-29.

Massey, Doreen. "“A Place Called Home?” New Formations: Journal of
Culture, Theory and Practice (The Question of Home). Summer Volume
17. Pagel33-145.

Massy, Doreen and Pat Jess. A Place in the World? Places, Culture
and Globalization. Oxford University Press. New York. 1995.

Merheb, Nada. The State of the World’s Refugees. Human
Displacement in The New Millennium 2006. Oxford University Press.
New York. 2006

Rakatnsky, Mark. “Why Architecture Is Neither Here Nor There”._
Drifting: Architecture and Migrancy. Routledge Press. New York.
Pg 99-115.

Rich, Adrienne. “Notes Toward a Politics of Location” _Feminist
Postcolonial Theory. Routledge Press. New York. Pg29-42.

Ryan,William. “The Historical Case for the Right of Sanctuary”
Journal of Church and State. Vol. 209. 1987. p209-232.

Sennett, Ricard. "“The Search for a Place in the World” _
Architecture of Fear. Ellin, Nan. Princeton Architectural Press.
New York. 1997. Pg. 61-70.




Syracuse:
Golphin, Vincent

Immigration Statistical Information
Finder:

Ne Hirsch, Melanie. “A New rt: 10 year d program aids area’s
refugees”. Post Standard/ ighbors/ May 19, 1988. Page 3

sses, Layoffs,

tions High
2006. Pg. Al, A6

v.unhcr.

yracuse Herald. Dec 23,

Post-Standard. December

Post-Standard. November

Worldwide Refugee Admissi

http://www.wrapsnet.org

News Paper Articles:
Utica:

, Juliana and Hart Seely “For
TIMES”. Post-Standard. Decembe

z, Paul. “Bosnians

Journal. November 20,




	Connecting Identity and Place: Refugee Relocation Facility
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1344894525.pdf.ytMQL

