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Cover illustration: "Red China Jacket: Judy Witkin," oil, 54 by 60 inches. Gary Trento, 1980. 
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Syracuse 
Scholar 
An Interdisciplinary Journal of Ideas 

Editor Paul Archambault 

Managing Editor Iris Blumenthal 

Art Director John Sellers 

Board of Editors Melvin A. Eggers, Chancellor, ex officio; John]. 
Prucha, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, ex officio; William 
Wasserstrom, Chairman; Volker Weiss, Vice President for Research 
and Graduate Affairs; Michael Barkun, Catherine Covert, Leonard 
Dryansky, Barry Glassner, Antje B. Lemke, H . Richard Levy,]. 
Alan Robinson, Richard D. Schwartz, Kameshwar C. Wali 

Consulting Editors Howard L. Boatwright, Donald T. Campbell, 
Thomas F. Green, Seymour Sacks, Werner Seligmann, Huston 
Smith, Thomas S. Szasz, Jozef]. Zwislocki 

Editorial Offices 220 Sims 3, Syracuse University, 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

Donations Suggested donation of ten dollars per year. 
Syracuse Scholar publishes two issues annually. 

© 1981 Syracuse University 
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Contents 
Syracuse Scholar 
Volume 2, Number 1 
Spring 1981 

Editor's Note: A Past Gnawing at a Future. Page 4. 

On Being Beggared: Child Abuse in America. Page 6. 
Child abuse is an old American custom, an artifact of the na
tional experience, with roots in our frontier life, our theology, 
our architecture, and ourselves. 

Science, Axel, and Punning. Page 21. 
A scholar and critic reviews some historical aspects of the impetus 
to plainness and simplicity in writings about science. Works from 
the seventeenth through the twentieth century provide illustra· 
tion. 

The Visual Intellect. Page 33. 
A nonverbal power of the mind attending sheer image, the 
visual intellect is usually associated with the modern critical and 
creative sensibility. But it can and should inform our aesthetic 
expectation in reading the art of the past. 

Culture, Self, and Style. Page 52. 
Insights about the meaning of culture by writers, critics, mis
sionaries, historians, and anthropologists offer a background for 
the author to develop his own colorful observations about the 
subject. 

A Sense of the Heroic. Page 71 . 
An artist discusses his larger-than-life paintings and his approach 
to the human image. A selection of reproductions accompanies 
the article. 

Four Cultures: The Ontological Turn. Page 78. 
When the Hebraic and Hellenistic tributaries of Western civiliza
tion are added to the scientific and humanistic components of 
modern culture, the areas of concern for these four subcultures 
conform, surprisingly, to the chief links of the Great Chain of 
Being. 
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Books Received 

Joan Byles 

Mary Beth Ross 

Nicolae Babuts 

Reviews of In Quest of the Absolute: The Ltfe and Works of 
jules Monchanin by ].G. Weber, ed. and trans.; Logic: Form 
and Function by J .A. Robinson; and The Family Papers: A 
Return to Purgatory by Burton Blatt, Andrejs Ozolins, and Joe 
McNally. Page 86. 

Poetry 

Equinox. Page 31. 
A Grammar. Page 69. 

A Demanding Grace. Page 48. 

Along Erie Canal. Page 49. 
Symphony No. 2. Page 50. 

Syracuse Scholar is interested in manuscripts directed to the non
specialized educated reader: commentaries on matters of general 
scholarly or public interest, discussions of controversial issues, review 
essays, scientific articles appropriate to a general readership, and 
creative literary works such as poetry and short stories. Artists may of
fer original contributions. Submissions are invited from present or past 
members of the faculty, alumni of the graduate schools, and 
distinguished visitors to the campus. 

All written material must be typed double spaced (including foot
notes and quotations) on 81f2-by-ll-inch white bond and submitted 
in duplicate. Articles should be 3,000-5,000 words in length (not ex
ceeding twenty typewritten pages) and must be accompanied by a one
or two-sentence summary of content, appropriate illustrative material, 
a short biographical paragraph that includes the author's academic 
background and current affiliation, and an informal black-and-white 
photograph of the author. A Manual of Style (University of Chicago 
Press) should be consulted as a guide to the presentation of written 
material. 

Art submissions should preferably be unpublished original work in
tended for the print medium. Whenever possible, prints will be taken 
directly from original plates, blocks, or screens; maximum dimensions 
are 7 by 11 inches. Artwork cannot be reproduced in full color. 

Queries and submissions should be addressed to the Editor, 
Syracuse Scholar, Syracuse University, 220 Sims 3, Syracuse, New York 
13210. Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
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