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7 . Evaluation Criteria

The terms set out for this project state that the design must test the
potential for architecture to act as incubator. The issue will not be whether the
new jazz center looks anything like the new Jazz at Lincoln Center facility for
example, but rather the design’s ability to engender productive relationships that
will promote growth, that will contribute to the incubation process. How does
architecture act as incubator? Why is Harlem the best place to test the potential
of architecture to act as incubator? How has the specific choice of a new jazz
center contributed to the incubation process? Most importantly, the design must
address each of these factors and integrate them into the concept of architecture
as incubator.

The potential in this project therefore lies in the ability of the incubator
model to do more for the design than anather approach. The task throughout will
to coherently articulate that potential by creating the most productive situations
for Jazz to succeed. Not only must the design address the local issues of a jazz
center, but it must also engage its site, place, time and history. Jazz is a loaded
word, and any new jazz center must reflect that.
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