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Mend is an online and print
journal that celebrates the lives 
and creative work of incarcerated 
and formerly incarcerated people  
as well as individuals who have been 
impacted by the criminal justice 
system. This annual issue showcases 
writing of all types, including fiction, 
poetry, and nonfiction. While 
prospective authors may submit pieces 
that describe their experiences with 
incarceration, the publication welcomes 
contributions on any topic.
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The 2024 Mend Awards for 
Excellent Writing recognizes 
Lisa Lesyshen’s “Nothing to See 
Here” and Leo Cardez’s “The 
Colonel.” 

Visit surface.syr.edu/mend 
to view these stories and our 
multimedia content. 
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