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Since the dawn of man, schelter has been the main problem
facing mankind. Housing, and in almost every case the lack or
inadequacy of it, has been the major object and preoccupation of man.

The rapid growth of cities has led to a tremendous housing
shortage in urban areas. The once rural population of this country
and every developing nation in the world have come to the cities
to find only inadequate, substandard housing. This influx to the
cities oreates stresses among the population that make the problem
of urban housing ever more demanding.

"One variable that has been consistently implicated in a wide
variety of urban ills is density. . . . We do not know whether
density does in fact cause the effects that are attributed to it,
and how it works if, indeed, it is responsible for 'them."1 The
high concentration of people in an area has been associated with
adverse pathology, increase in crime, and the general degradation of
social structures. This thesis looks into the fundamental causes of
these effects, so that, hopefully a better understanding of these
factors would translate into a better scheme for housing in urban
areas.

This study focuses on the problems of urban housing, with
special emphasis on low to middle income, high density - low rise
solutions. The findings of the research of this thesis are incorporated

1. Ittelson, William H., et. al., An Introduction to Environmental
Psychology, (New York: Holt, Reinhart and Wilson), 1974.




into a design solution of a low rise — high density development in

La Puntilla sector of 0ld San Juan, Puerto Rico.
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PART ONE



INTRODUCTION

This research treatise on the subject of urban housing is
divided into three main sections.

Part One deals with the particular problems of housing in
an urban setting, mainly densities, territoriality, privacy, and
personal space. Part Two deals with the socio-economic-political
factors that in general affect urban housing and in particular a
focusing down on the subject of user's values in the design solution.
Part Three, the final part of the report, deals with specifics of
a housing development. This section focuses on specific site
information for a housing development in La Puntillé sector of
01d San Juan, Puerto Rico, and the design solution to La Puntilla

Housing.



CHAPTER I

DENSITIES

As a factor affecting urban housing, density, until recently,
received little attention from social scientists or architects.
Usually the question of density was resolved in an economic way.
Developers or governmental agencies such as the office of Housing
and Urban Development or New York State's Urban Development
Corporation determined the number of units to be erected in a
particular site, based on the economic needs of residents, resources
in subsidy funds, maintenance and operational budgets available, or
the income producing capabilities of the project instead of the
real needs of the residents of the social implications to the
community. No thought was given to the variable, "density", nor
to its relationship with crowding in urban housing.

The most general meaning of the term '"density" has been the
nunber of people per unit of space. However, this term refers
more to crowding, which is the number of people occupying a unit
of living space, as opposed to density which refers to the
distribution of living units over a given area. These two definitions

although related have different implications in urban housing problems



and have to VLe clearly understood. Density refers ito the actual

nunbter of units in a particular site, while crowding is a psychological
tern that refers to the feeling of being in a space where too many
people have congregated. In the following discussion the difference

in the terns "crowding™ and "density" will be alluded to.

In 1956 Loring in his treatise Housing and Social Organization

brbught up the idea that high densities per se were not the cause
of social pathology, but could only be a contributing factor. He
concluded:; '"Densities resulted in pathological results only when
the seeds of pathology had already been sown among his respondents.
High densities may (at best) aggravate the existing condition of
individuals reacting pathologically;"l

Schmitt (1966) wrote about the significance of crowding, or
in his terms overcrowding, and density. He proposed that of the
two variables, density and overcrowding, density is the most
important. A study by Mitchell (1971) confirmed this hypothesis:
"It is the number of households and not the number of people in the
dwelling unit that is significant."2

These two writers have shed new light on the question of
density and the relationship it has to crowding. Crowding is a
psychological concept, with an experimental, motivational base.
As such the experience of crowding can be characterized as a
motivational state directed towards the alleviation of perceived

restrictions and infringement through the augmentation of one's

. 1. Loring, W. C., "Housing and Social Organization." Social Problems,

vol. 3, 1956.

2. Mitchell, R. L., "Density, Health and Social Organization."
Journal of the American Institute of Planners, vol. 32, 1966.
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supply of space, or the adjustment of social and personal variables
so as to minimize the inconveniences imposed by spatial limitation.

Stokols (1972) stated that density is a necessary though not
sufficient condition for the feeling of being crowded. For example,
one can be with a group of friends and not feel crowded, but can be
with the same size group of strangers and feel quite crowded. Thus
certain other conditions aside from density are needed for the
perception of crowding. Noise, for example, and other environmental
factors or social factors such as competition, struggles or
difference in personalities contribute to the overall feeling of
crowding. Therefore, density, necessary for a feeling of crowding,
and crowding, being affected by so many other determinants, become
for the analysis of urban housing the two most important concepts.

Crowding or the feeling of being crowded is a personal matter,
a psychological concept. The architect or urban designer has little
control over crowding. It is true that these professionals control
the amount of space allocated in a given situation, nevertheless,
personal and psychological factors are also necessary. The designer's
job is to be conscious of the implications of crowding and its
relationship to density.

Jane Jacobs in her precise work Death and Life of Great

American Cities argues that high densities are not only desirable,

but also necessary. "Such densities are needed to maintain diversity

and depth of urban services, and, in any event, are made inevitable
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]

by the rapid population growth.“3

Wy ideas of density are compatible
with Jacobs', in that I believe that in order to accommodate the
expected growth of the population without significantly increasing
the already sprawled metropolitan areas requires higher densities.

The attacks on the desirability of high densities are
summarized in Mildred Schmertz' article '"Design Alternatives for
Low to Middle Income Urban Housing."4 In here she brings up the
concept that the attacks on high density high rise, low-to-middle
income housing stems from the erroneous idea that the elements
contributing to the decay of public housing; inhumane feeling of
isolation and helplessness, the contribution of this segment of
society to the collapse of family life, crime, juvenile deliquency,
and vandalism, and the feeling of indifference, or neglect, are
not present in low rise, low density semi-detached housing. I
propose that these same factors affect low density housing, and the
only reason the results are different is not because of the lower density,
but because of the higher social and economic status of the residents.
This idea is compatible to Loring's.

High density does not have to be bad. Several studies have
been made of the effects of higher densities and its relation to
social decay and pathology. The most important of these are

Schmitt's "Density, Health and Social Organization," and Newman's

Defensible Space.

Schmitt studied the particular case of Hong Kong, where one

3. Jacobs, Jane, Death and Life of Great American Cities.
New York: Random House, 1961.

4. Schmertz, Mildred F., "Design Alternatives for Low~to-Middle
Income Urban Housing." Architectural Record, August 1976.
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of the world's highest densities is found. The result of his studies
were that although the densities in Hong Kong are almost five times
those found in dense areas of New York or Boston, (2,000 persons
per acre compared to 450 persons per acre in New York City) the
death rate, except for tuberculosis in 1966, was lower. Infant
mortality although higher than in the United States, was significantly
lower than the world average, and psychiatric disorders occurrence was
one tenth that of America. He also found that juvenile delinquency
and adult crime were less than in the United States. He concluded
that densities are not invariably associated with pathologies and
that other factors such as culture may have a greater importance in
the eventual social degradation attributed to densities. Densities
and overcrowding are hence variables whose effects are uncertain, even
though it would on face value appear extremely relevant to pathology.

On the other hand, Newman investigated the effects of high
rise high densities as causal elements of not only pathology but
also of social desintegration. Newman's hypothesis is that the
taller the building, implying higher densities, the higher the
crime rate. He argues that given the same density and types of
tenants, low rise projects show greater tenant satisfaction.
Furthermore, Newman proposes that territoriality, image, personal
space and eventually the total environmental setiing contributes
to the satisfaction or rejection of the housing project whole.

"It is impossible to look at the physical setting without considering



o

the social setting and vice~versa."5
An example of a large scale public housing project which did

not work for the lack of consideration to the social setting

factors described above is Pruiti-Igoe Housing Project in Saint Louis.
Pruitt-Igoe looked only at the physical setting elements in the

design solution, consequently omitting the social elements. The

buildings eventually had to be destroyed. Some of the reasons given

for the eventual destiruction of Pruitt-Igoe were:

- Almost entirely black indicating a lack of social and
economic integration.

-~ The site plan failed to provide the proper kind of space
for development of social networks. Few places to meet.
Living was vertical and institutional.

- No-man's land became the arena for vandalism and crime.

~ Parental supervision difficult.

-~ Sheer scale, minimal landscape, and general isolation from
the surrounding neighborhood.

These elements are essentially what Newman calls the elements
of defensible space. Newman argues that physical design plays a
very important role in crime rate, and that if designers were to
follow and be conscious of defensible space elements the reasons for
deterioration and vandalism could be eliminated. For Newman there
is a definite negative identity attached to public housing. By their
very design, most projects reinforce feelings of self-depreciation
in their residents, and expresses feelings of hopeless isolation.
Their physical world is telling residents that they are inferior

5. DNewman, Oscar, Defensible Space. New York: lMcMilan, 1972.
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and bad just as effectively us do their human interaction. Newman's
conclusion: "A resident who has resigned himself to not caring
about the conditions of his immediate surroundings; who has come to
accept his ineffectualness in modifying his condition; is not about
to intercede, even in his own behalf.”a

Newman implies that physical design is a major cause of social
decay and increase vandalism. Recent studies have shown that this

may not be the case. Louis Sauer's work in Hartford, Connecticut

(see American Institute of Architects Journal, February 1977)

identifies two similar buildings in design, only two blocks apart,
which after several years of use by low income subsidized housing
families have shown that the implied relationship between physical
design and urban decay is not a strong one. Other factors other
than physical design contribute to the general deterioration and
deprecation of the social and physical structures in public housing
developments., Ethnicity, socio—economic status, occupational status,
mobility, and educational levels are factors that have to be
considered when evaluating public housing facilities. It was factors
like these that cause the differing fates in the two buildings
mentioned above.

High densities have also been attacked on the grounds that
there is a relationship between high population density and crime,
with high crime rates in heavily populated areas of cities and a
decrease in crime towards the suburbs. However, the difficulty in

6. Newman, Oscar, Defensible Space. New York: McMilan, 1972
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making inferences from such data is that many variables such as
socio—economic status and other factors are not usually equivalent
in dense and non-dense population areas. No comparison can be made
between the two. However, comparisons of high versus low rise

buildings in the same neighborhood are valuable.

Summary s

Densities have been attacked by behaviorist and social
scientist as the sole contributor to a range of urban ills, from
family degradation to high crime. However, recent studies have
shown no causal relationship between high densities and crime or
high pathology. (Schmitt, 1966; Jacobs, 1961; Mitchell, 1971;
and Schorr, 1963). Furthermore, some authors, particularly Jacobs
bring out the idea of densities as desirable if not necessary.

To paraphrase Jacobs: Great urban housing is not like rural
communities, only larger. They are not like suburbs only denser.
They differ from rural and suburban communities in basic ways.

I share this idea with Ms. Jacobs. I believe that urban
housing needs a sufficient rich environment in order to accommodate
the demands made on the environment by residents. Architects and
urban designers have to provide this rich environment where
interactions are to occur and where meaningful contact can be made.
A consciousness on the part of the architect or designer to the

elements that shape and regulate the environment is needed in



11
order to provide the arena for meaningful human interaction to
occur. However, people and architects in particular, need to realize
that it is not enough to create new environments; we must also learn
how they work. Furthermore, designers and researchers need to realize
that people do not always use the environments in a predictible way,
sometimes because the environment does not fit their particular
lifestyles or because the environment gave them oppotunities that
could not have been predicted in advance. If we are to learn how
to design future environments better, it is important that we see
how people use places created for them.

There is nothing intrinsically wrong with high density. In
some places it has worked or is projected to work. Rooseveli Island
for example, In others, Pruitt-Igoe, for reasons other than density
alone, it has failed. Therefore, with no specific argument againts
high densities per se, urban housing environments with high
densities, in ways that are responsive to other sociological and

psychological human needs are feasible and should be pursued.



CHaPTER IT

HIGH RISE VERSUS LOW RISE

INTRODUCTION:

One important aspect of the question on density in urban
areas is not only if density, or a high concentration of people
in an urban core is bad, but whether the housing solution is
itself good or bad; high rise or low rise. High density has most
always been associated with high rise living. Recent studies,
(McLaughlin 1976) have shown that this is not necessarily so.

Low rise can in fact be high density.

Mclaughlin defines high density as the ratio of occupied
square feet in a building to square feet of site, rather than using
the more common statistic of units per acre. He argues that units
vary in size and efficiency so it is the occupied square feet that
represents the final product. Even in this strict definition of
density we see that it is possible to have low rise — high density
housing. 'Monumental towers scattered across a site very seldom
result in a ratio of more than two and a half square feet of usable
floor space to one square foot of site, a density that is equivalent
T

to about 150 units per acre."

7. McLaughlin, H., "Density: The Architect's Urban Choices and
Attitudes." Architectural Record, February 1976.

12
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Evenmore, McLaughlin shows that land costs have to reach
two million dollars an acre before a high rise solution begins to
produce occupied footage at the same cost as low rise.

The aspects of low rise housing versus high rise, are studied
by, among others, Newman (1972), Michaelson (1970), and specifically
by the Institute for Architecture and Urban Studies and the New York
State Urban Development Corporation in their publication Another

Chance for Housing: Low-Rise Alternatives. (see figures 1 and 2.)

Michaelson in particular points to the problem of rising a family
in high rise units in terms of the amount of control that parents
potentially have over their children once the latter leave the
apartment unit. This, Michaelson argues, differs for low rise
buildings where children play in areas that can be seen from the
kitchen window. Mothers can call their children, and are never
more than a few flights of steps from the ground. This idea is
similar to Newman's where he argues that the elements of defensible
space are easier to apply in a low rise scheme than in a high rise
solution.

High rise housing has been attacked for all the problems
that have plagued high density housing, which in almost every
case was high rise. These high rise projects, as they are usually
called, house a great many families on a relatively small amount
of land, and they do provide decent living space in quantities

which would be difficult to achieve at lower densities. However,
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Their design and landscaping often remain quite sterile. The scale
of such developments seems frequently to be way beyond any human
dimension, and families, particularly young children, miss the
feeling of a familiar, homelike atmosphere. Furthermore, such
housing projects often seem not to fit with the gurrounding
neighborhood, but rather stand apart from it. Nevertheless,

low rise — high density housing remains, by being an area where
1ittle study has been done, an open area. 1 propose to, in an
architectural solution, investigate the design determinants of

1ow rise — high density housing, in the light of the parameters

set above and the discussion that follows.

A MATTER OF NUMBERS:

Newman stated in Defensible Space that eighty units per acre

may be the reasonable upper 1imit of defensible space. This number
is not, by any means, a set, unchangeable, density 1imit for low rise
housing. Theoretically, Newman argues, it is possible to go to

150 dwelling units per acre, if one is to follow his defensible

space directives. But, how important are Newman's directives?

His directives are only guidelines and not absolute "must do" to
designers. Architects have to be conscious of defensible space
directives, and what they imply, but should in no way be limited

by them. Newman's directives are good in addressing the problems

8. For a specific discussion on the evolution of housing concepts
and low rise - high density housing see: Another Chance for Housing:
Low-Rise Alternatives, Institute for Architecture and Urban Studies,

and New York State Urban Development Corporation. New York: The
Museun of Modern Art, 1973.
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of territoriality and personal space but in no way does it determine
architectural solutions to these problems. Therefore; Newman numbers
of density have to be considered in the light of his personal bias.
Architect, Josep Lluis Sert said it best. For him, balance is the
key word; it implies a correct relationship of all parts to the
whole. This balance means not only a balance between the community
and the densities of the community, but a balance between the elements
of the housing solution itself. It implies a balance between units
and recreational areas, as well as a balance between units and amount
of space allocated to each unit.

By being conscious of the elements and variables that affect
urban housing, we can start to make decisions, and if based on
the findings, these decisions have a better chance of being the
correct ones. No absolute number on density can be established
until all the pertinent information is at hand. Density has to
be established by carefully weighting all the factors specific to
a project: site, tenants, neighboring facilities, etc.

Other variableswhich relate directly to the problems of
housing are territoriality, personal space, and privacy. I will

look into these variables next.

TERRITORIALITY :

Resident satisfaction of their environment is not only
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determined by whether they live in a high density envircnment,; or
by whether or not they live in a low rise housing scheme. Ultimate
user satisfaction depends on associations individuals make with
the environment itself or with other individuals. The possible
associations by residents to other individuals is part of the privacy
personal space part that follows. For now I will look into the
associations between the residents and its environment.

Almost every study made on the user satisfaction aspect in
urban housing; (Appleyard, 1972; Cooper. 1971; Ryan, 1963; and
Pried and Gieicher, 1961.) ijdentified a strong sense of identity
to local places by residents as a ma jor area for satisfaction. The
variable territoriality deals directly with this issue.

Sommer (1969) defined territory as the area controlled by a
person or family in which control is reflected by an actual or
potential possession rather than evidence of physical aggression.
Furthermore, he said, territories are the geographical areas that
are personalized or marked in some way and that are defended.
Resident satisfaction is found in areas where the resident
territorial area extends to the reasonable limit, and wherc the
sense of identity to the place of living begins to be felt. (Fig. 3)

There are three primary classifications of territories,
primary, secondary, and public. Frimary territories are those
ovned and used exclusively by individuals or groups. They are

territories that are clearly identified us theirs by others, and are
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centrul to the day—to-day liver of the occupants. Txamples of
these territories are the living unitc themselves, the entrances
to the living unite and in some cases extend to undefined areas
immediately adjacent to the entrance. These areas are the most
powerful privacy-regulation mechanisms, and are usually viewed in
a sacrosanct fashion and entered only after receiving permission
from the owner.

Secondary territories are territories that although not
necessarily are owned by residents that as a group exert control
over the area. An infringement to these areas is a less serious
offence than in the case of primary territory but, nevertheless,
viewed ag an intrusion. Secondary spaces, also referred to as
semi public areas, are immediate streets, lounges, public recreation
areas, and neighborhood stores where limited supervision can be
exerted and as such are quasi public territories.

The third type of territories are public territories. Public
territories have, by nature, a temporary quality, almost anyone has
free access and occupancy rights to it. These territories are
officially open to all, but certain images and expectations of
appropriate behavior are required of users. In general terms the
more control residents have over secondary and public territories
the greater the extent of user satisfaction.

A neighborhood where territoriality exists and where a sense

of identity is reflected, becomes a strong one. Residents become
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highly stable and resident satisfaction increases. This 1is what
architects and urban designers need to strive for. The fallacy of
urban renewal has been just this, it tended to relocate people from
what was considered a stable community with residential belonging,
usually squatter settlements or slums to new areas where it was
impossible to define territory and no sense of community was possible.
In order to increase user satisfaction from the environment, secondary
and public territories have to become primary ones. If control is
given to the users and territorial extension limited to a manageable
limit, strong sense of identity and residential satisfaction will

result.

PRIVACY -~ PERSONAL SPACK:

Associations between individuals in an urban setiing are
necessary for the enrichment of life and of the environment.
However, these associations and contacts have to be voluntary.

Privacy is an interpersonal boundary control process, which
paces and regulates interaction with others. Sometimes a person is
receptive to outside imputs, and sometimes the person closes off
contact with the outside environment. This decision is personal
and as such,of major importance. Just like in the case of crowding;
if a person is not ready or receptive to outside intervention he

will feel uncomfortable.



Privacy is important in urban housing because it is one of
the principal elements of self-identity. If there is no self-
identity there cannot be a sense of local identity and thus the
whole concept of balance in the urban environment and urban housing
will fall to the ground. Self-identity is central to human existence.
For a person to function effectively in interaction with others
requires some understanding of what the self is. If one's self is
perceived as worthless, as is the case in many of our public housing
projects, the person is reduced to literally nothing. In order to
avoid this from happening, architects need to provide for privacy
and thus make the living environment identifiable to the persons
residing in it. Sometimes we, as architects, tend to think of the
persons that are going to use our buildings as inanimate objectis.
This is where problems start. Architects and urban designers have
to be conscious that the ultimate users of the buildings are humans,
and as such subject to emotions and feelings, and need to realize
the need for privacy and self-identity as the ultimate goal of user
satisfaction.

Personal space, on the other hand, refers to an area with an
invisiblé boundary surrounding the person's body into which
intruders may not come. Any intrusion into this area causes the
individual to feel encroached upon, which leads him to show
displeasure or withdraw. The person opens to others when interaction

is desired, and self closes itself off if the interaction is more
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than desired or is undesired. Personal space thus becomes the
mechanism used to regulate interpersonal interaction and to achieve
a desired level of privacy.

The areas of privacy and personal space are related more to
sociological studies than to architecture. Nevertheless, it is of
an important consideration in that the elements of privacy and
personal space correspond highly to the areas of residential
satisfaction. Ultimately it is this, residential satisfaction, that
architects, and myself in particular, am looking for in the design

of the built environment.



CONCLUSION PART ONE

The work of urban designers and architects in relation to
urban housing is to provide the best alternatives to the population.
A consciousness to the factors that affect housing is needed. This
section identified some of the problems of urban housing and also
identified areas where the architect, in particular, needs to be
on the 1lookout for in the actual design of the housing scheme.

The major problem affecting urban housing is not vandalism or
crime. These are symptoms of the disease, which is indifference.
Indifference not only by the residents, but also by architects,
urban designers, the government and the public in general. Be it
by design or by other factors today's housing, for the most part,
is not responsive to the needs of the people it is supposed to house.
Density as such is not the cause of this indifference. We have seen
cases where given high densities the decay factors still exist.

High rise or low rise do not become the determining factor, as low

rise does not guarantee a reduction of indifference. The only aspect
left in the analysis is the community involvement itself. Residents
need to be motivated to effect change in the environment if they feel
change is needed. They need to be motivated in order to erase every

trace of indifference in our housing projects. This is the only answer.
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PART TWO



CHAPTER TIII

THE RURAL IMMIGRANTS

INTRODUCTION:

There have been many studies of relocation of slums residents,
however, I intend to address myself to the problem, not of urban
relocation, but of urban integration. Integration of the immigrants
that come from the rural areas, and residents of public housing, that
once they have left their parents' houses in the slums,need a place
to go and to start a new life. This part of this thesis deals
specifically with the human element of housing. It identifies the
sociological, political, and economic determinants of the users and
tries to investigate further the residents' values, needs, and wants.

The rural population, throughout the years, has been getting
smaller while the urban population is increasing. This is not a
phenomena of the United States, but is also evident in developing
countries around the world. Moreover, this is especially striking
in South America and to a lesser degree in Puerto Rico. San Juan in
particular, in recent years, has experienced a reverse migration trend.
Puerto Ricans returning trom New York or Chicago establish camp in

San Juan looking for economic prosperity and social integration. This
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poiat where
cre hows s shoctase s felt,

The capacity of cities Lo whzorh into thelr iafrastructures the
mass migration of rural populus ic limitea. Uhen this limit is
exceeded, both in terms of housing and jobs, problems arise. The
mosi obvious solution to the problem of housing is the urban slum.
for all practical purposes this solution is inadequate and provisions

for adequate housing for the newcomers to the city is needed.

THE RURAL IMMIGRANTS:

The typical rural immigrant comes from an agricultural background
with very little contact with urban living. The average household is
approximately five persons per unit, although households with six or
more are not uncommon. The household is strongly tied to family life
in a kinship unit. (Figure 4.) Visiting patterns are strong among
relatives, and become one of the major activity of the rural
household., )

The typical rural household dwellings are single-story houses
usually with five rooms. Of these rooms, two are probably bedrooms.
(Figure 5.) Only larger houses have a separate dining room. Most
of the houses have a verandah in front, in addition to the living

room. However, the living room is the center of the house and all

the activities of the household radiate out from this room. It is
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the place where visitors are received, where the family gathers in
the evening to rest, converse, hear the radio, or watch television.
The different rooms of the house, however, are not used exclusively
for their specific purpose, but have many extira uses. Bedrooms can,
during the day, become working rooms in which the women do their
house keeping, and at night the living room can be used as an extra
sleeping room for visiting relatives.

The area immediately surrounding the house is called the
"patio", In this patio many activities typical of the household
take place. It becomes the supervised area in which children play
and women talk and goss&p, ﬂut also becomes, at times, the men's
area, where they sit around talking, drinking, and playing cards or
dominoes. It is the active interaction space. Next to this area,
the only other area within the house where similar activities occur
is in the verandah. The verandah is a sort of lobby between the outside
of the house and the living room. It is the place where most of the
activities normally reserved for the patio take place if weather
conditions do not allow for them to take place in the patio. In this
sense the verandah is very important. In an informal way it is the
place to sit in the evening after a day's work and to share with
your family or neighbors.

Rural families have a very active social life, almost
exclusively related to their immediate family living in the community.

Separation from family members and close aquaintances is one of the
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most important considerations in the reluctance to move out of the
rural communities. Nevertheless, seeking better opportunities for
them and their families, many rural households move to urban areas.
Once a family member is in the urban fabric it is easier for other
family members to follow, and in this way the whole process is
accelerated.

Most of the customs and traditions of the rural communities
are transported and practiced in the urban setting. This is more
evident in squatter settlements where there is a strong social
group and the traditional family and neighborhood visiting and
communication lines have been established. ©Some of these customs
are worth investigating here as they have specific bearing on the
physical design of the proposed housing development at La Puntilla.
First of all, as mentioned before, there are un~official gatherings
that spring up every now and then and that are attended usually by
males. These gatherings are the basis of the social life for many
residents. This is where interpersonal contacts are made and where
most of the time outside the household and not at work is spent. It
becomes the center of activity outside the living unit. This area
traditionally has been tied, and adjacent to, the local grocery store
and bar.

For women and children, although most of their activities occur
within the living units themselves, they usually come together at

specific times and visit each other's households. A mid morning
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break or a mid afternoon visit for coffee is the norm rather that
the exception. However, women are rarely found with the men when
they are in the game room of the bar or store. The time for formal,
husband and wife, social visiting is a separate activity, but is
also important. This aspect of family life is mostly carried out on
week—ends and holidays. It is not unusual to see a whole family off
4o visit friends and relatives on a Sunday afternoon. Once in the
visited household, different groups divide themselves, men, women,
and children, but interaction between the groups occurs.

It is important for the designer to have a clear picture of
*the life sequence of the people he is designing for. In this case,
the small things become large in providing an adequate living space
for rural families. The adaptation period is the toughest, but once
they are settled and their lives begin to revolve around their living
unit, it is the architecture, the design configuration of the spaces
that will determine the degree of satisfaction and the resident
identification with the community.

The lifestyle of the immigrants from the United States is
basically the same as for the rural immigrants. For them the
transition from rural to urban living has already been made, however,
they retain most of the customs and traditions of the rural families.

Some anthropologists and social scientists, (Hollingshead and
Rogler 1963) have pointed out the dilemma in dealing with urban

housing. In many instances, although families who live in apartments
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in public housing projects are housed more adequately than families
who live in the slums, most slums dwellers like their environment

and particularly their neighborhood, while most dwellers in public
housing dislike theirs. The cause for such dissatisfaction in

urban public housing is the omission of all the pertinent criteria

in the addressing of the architectural problem, the project statement.
The users needs are altogether omitted from the program. The public
housing developments stem out from middle class professional values,
values that are not part of the class culture of the people who are

going to live in them.

"CASERIO" DWELLERS:

Caserio is the Spanish word for public housing. Like the term
public housing it has been stigmatized by society as a poor area in
which to live. This is why the term "caserfio" is gradually being
replaced by "recidencial' or residential development. However, this
does nothing more than to provide a cosmetic alteration to the term.
The elements that gave it the bad name are still there. It is nothing
more than calling the janitor the maintenance engineer, when in reality
he still remains the janitor.

Public housing project residents consitute the second segment
of society that will eventually reside in the proposed housing at

La Puntilla. It is hoped that the mixing of these elements together
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with other members of society, rural immigrants, and immigrants from
the United States, would make the housing development more lively

and make the transition from rural living to urban living easier

for those individuals. However, to bring public housing people to

the new housing development, all or most of the problems which

public housing is confronted with have to be eliminated or corrected,
so as, to make the new development attractive to them and to other slum
residents. It is important to understand that I do not intend for the
people in public housing to break away from their neighborhood and
come to La Puntilla. They would find it objectionable for most of

the same reasons they found public housing objectionable. The people
I would include as possible residents would be those in public housing
who do not like the existing community in their projects. The same
argument is true for slums residents. However, in order to be able

to improve on the existing conditions in public housing, an
understanding of what those conditions are is needed.

The major complaint about public housing is the actual internal
operation of the system. The regulations imposed on the residents
often result in disruption of the large kin network and the contiguous
residential pattern of the residents, the relocation of individual
parts of the network into separate and dicpersed dwelling units, and
the lack of control over their unit, «ull of which compound to produce
general dissatisfaction with their immediate environment. (Figure 6.)

for now it will suffice to say that life among the public housing
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project residents and that of the rural communities have much in
common, and that the problems of one segmeat are reflected in the

other.

SUMMARY :

The expectations of the rural immigrants of the urban center

can be summarized by the goal of decent housing and better opportunities

for him and his family. The immigrants, upon arriving at the urban
_center, 