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A case study of an atypical
perspective on the first
world war

By Patrick Riley



Our author: George
Bernard Shaw

* The most influential playwriter of
his time

* Nobel prize winner in literature

* lrish

* His plays mostly covered politics

* Famous for many eccentric
political beliefs late in his life
being a friendly to the ideas
of Mussolini and Stalin




The political climate
during the first world
war

e Ultra-nationalism
* Partisanship
* Intense ethic divisions

* Militarism and
Brinkmanship

German cartoon World war one collection box one



Why is Shaw's view on the conflict so special ?
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The

Research
Process

Missteps Successes

Selectingauseful  «  Finding a better collection and
collection .

moving on
Not taking good ] . ) )
enough photos . Returning to special collections in

Inefficient Researc order to look at my new collection

h methods . Returning to special collections
once again to take better photos

What | learned

Where you look is equally or more important than how
you look/ your analysis

When it comes to research always paint with a broad
brush first and a narrow brush once you have actually
found a good source on a topic you set out to research

Making mistakes is just part of the process and did not
lead to any negative besides spending at most one more
on the project than | would have
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