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ONEIDA 
COMMUNITY 
COLLECTION: 

THROUGH THE 
LENS OF A 

MURDER TRIAL
Franny Porreca



SOME BACKGROUND
• Perfectionist, utopian community in the town of Oneida, New York 

• Established in 1847 by John Humphry Noyes

• Stuck out to me due to unorthodox views and practices and my 
complete former lack of knowledge of the group

• Local connection
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SYNOPSIS OF 

COMMUNITY 

ACTIVITY/PROGRESS
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NARROWING MY 

SCOPE...



CHARLES J. GUITEAU'S TRIAL 

SUPREME COURT 

DOCUMENTS
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CONNECTIONS AND 

CONCLUSIONS
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• Charles Guiteau was unstable before joining the Oneida Community, and 
clearly after leaving

• John Humphry Noyes's effect

• Further questions



THANK YOU!

Any additional questions?
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