










Institute's Fifty Books of the Year, and copies will be included in
exhibits to be sent throughout the country this coming season.

In The American Book Collector (Chicago, Oct., 1960), John S.
Mayfield, later a Trustee of Library Associates and recently appointed
Curator of Manuscripts and Rare Books at Syracuse University,
wrote as follows concerning this publication:

As England's first printing craftsman, William Caxton (1422?
1491?) had a leading role in developing, unifying, and refining the
English language, and as an editor and translator, he exerted a
tremendous influence on the literature of his country through his
renditions of foreign classics into the nebulous and unsatisfactory
language read and understood by only a portion of the English
speaking people of the world of his day and time.

Caxton recognized the crudeness of his native tongue and was
sensitive to the criticism of his contemporaries that "in my trans
lations I had over-curious terms which could not be understood of
common people." His vexatious abashment he noted particularly
in the Prologue he wrote for his translation from the French of The
Boke of Eneydos~ a version of Virgil's Aeneid which he published
in 1490; and he requested specifically John Skelton, poeta laureatus,
and anyone else so minded "to correct, add, or diminish whereas
he or they shall find fault," since he had but followed his copy in
French as closely as it was possible for him to do so.

In William Caxton and His Critics~ Dr. Curt F. Buhler, Keeper
of Printed Books at The Pierpont Morgan Library, presents a short
biographical sketch of Caxton, defends him against his detractors,
and reassesses the value of his contributions in the field of his
endeavors. This scholarly essay is followed by reduced reproduc
tions of the four pages of Caxton's Prologue as it appeared first
in print 471 years ago, along with Dr. Biihler's transcription into
present day vernacular.

The illustrations of the original pages of the Prologue were
made from the beautiful copy of the extremely rare first edition now
in the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room of Syracuse University
Library. The book was presented to the University some while ago
by Dr. Adrian Van Sinderen, corporation official and author,
benefactor of Syracuse University, and Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Library Associates; it was at one time in the famous
collection of Henry Ruth, English merchant-banker and bibliophile.

TiVilliam Caxton and His C'fitics is the third in the series devoted
to famous typographers, published by Syracuse University Press, the
other two being: William Bulmer and the Shakespea'fe Press (on
the 1957 list of Fifty Books of the Year) and Aldus Manutius and
His Thesaw'us Cornucopiae.

Another Sol Feinstone Donation
Mr. Sol Feinstone, country squire of Buckstone Farm, Washington

Crossing, Pennsylvania, is a member of the first graduating class
of the College of Forestry, Syracuse University, a retired construc-
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tion contractor, a close observer and student of national and inter
national affairs, a discriminating bibliophile and collector de luxe,
and a Trustee of Library Associates, who on several occasions has
been the donor of numerous valuable volumes and manuscripts to
the Syracuse University Library.

At the meeting of the Board of Trustees of Library Associates
in 1 Jovember 1960, l\Ir. Feinstone presented to the Library nineteen
books and manuscripts ,\"7hich add greatly to the value and interest
of the materials in the Lena R. l<\rents Rare Book Room where they
are appropriately preserved for examination and study by scholars and
researchers interested in the fields represented.

Each of the items, the books and the separate folders containing
manuscript material, will bear one of ~Ir. Feinstone's individualistic
and attractive bookplates, identifying it as having come from his
own private collection.

The eleven books, pamphlets, and leaflets date from 1813 back
to 1473 (leaves in Gothic type from the press of Peter Schoeffer of
Mainz), and include imprints of Venice, London, New York, Phila
delphia, and Albany. One of the unusually interesting items of this
group is the very rare copy of the report of the Quaker committee
for regulating the calendar, subscribed at the end: "From the :Meet
ing for Sufferings in London, the sixth day of the Seventh Month,
1751." This was printed at Philadelphia, 1751, by Benjamin Franklin
and his partner, David Hall, who took care of the heaviest part
of the professional work of the firm. It was during this same year
1751 that Franklin was instrumental in establishing an Academy
for the Education of Youth, the origin of the University of Penn
sylvania, and in the publication of his 80-page Experiments and
Obse'fvations on ElectTicity which made him famous first in France,
and later throughout Europe.

The manuscript material includes such choice pieces as: the
original of a survey, with field notes and plat written, drawn, and
signed by George Washington, of a tract of 210 acres belonging to
Thomas Wiggans in Frederick County, Maryland, along the banks
of the "Potamack River", dated April 24, 1750; an autograph note
by Thomas Jefferson in the third person; papers for the Brig Troy
of New York, signed by Jefferson as President, and James Madison,
Secretary of State, July 12, 1806; two letters to Benjamin Franklin
signed by Robert lVlorris, Office of Finance, Oct. 1 and 7, 1782, the
second one being for the most part in secret cypher; an endorse
ment written and signed by John Hancock, Boston, August 24, 1771,
authorizing payment of an account owed to Capt. Samuel McCobb
of Bermuda; a note signed by George III, Windsor, April 11, 1789;
and an autograph letter signed by Lord Cornwallis, Dec. 21, 1795,
regarding the transfer of an unnamed soldier.

Later issues of the CoUTieT will contain detailed descriptions
and additional comments concerning these and the other items for
which Syracuse University Library is indebted to the generosity of
Mr. Feinstone of Buckstone.
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Memorial Funds
Friends and families have established lVlemorial Funds for the

purchase of library books inscribed in honor of
Michael J. Alama Mrs. David Owen
Blanch l\lerritt Baker George Sachs
Additional contributions have been made to the John W.

Brooks Library Memorial Fund and to the Lewis W. Crawford
Library Memorial Fund.

In Memoriam
With deep regret the Executive Secretary records the loss from

our membership of George Arents and Dorothy Thompson KopL

New Members
Mr. David Fraser, Chainnan of the Membership Committee,

announces with sincere pleasure the following new members:
Frank L. Baker
Nonnan Balabanian
Andrew Barta
Joseph S. Berliner
J\!Iarion A. Buck
Hobert W. Burns
W. Carroll Coyne
Foster B. Crocker
James D. Curtin
J. Laurence Deene
1\;1rs. Ralph L. Downes
Eugene E. Drucker
James R. Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. DeFred G. Folts
Mrs. C. William Frykman
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Gabriel, Jr.
Glenn M. Glasford
Samuel S. Goldich
Stanford Goldman
Wilber C. Haseman
l\1ary L. Henderson
J. Winifred Hughes

Irving L. Ingalls
Edward K. Ives
Wladislaw P. Kulski
T. D. MacGregor
Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe C. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Mayfield
Mrs. Joseph Mescon
Gaylord J. Monagle
Grover C. Morehart
Frank J. Munger
Walter L. Murdock
Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Newton
Spencer D. Parratt
Frank Sacco
Mr. and lVIrs. William G.

Scheerer
Ben F. Smith, Jr.
Helen C. Smith
Joseph Staub
Robert E. Stone
Tun Thin
Bishop W. Ralph Ward, Jr.
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