BEADS: Journal of the Society of Bead Researchers

Volume 1 (1989) Article 2

1989

Front Matter

Follow this and additional works at: https://surface.syr.edu/beads

b Part of the Archaeological Anthropology Commons, History of Art, Architecture, and Archaeology
Commons, Science and Technology Studies Commons, and the Social and Cultural Anthropology

Commons

Repository Citation
(1989). "Front Matter." BEADS: Journal of the Society of Bead Researchers 1. Available at:
https://surface.syr.edu/beads/vol1/iss1/2

This Front Matter is brought to you for free and open access by SURFACE at Syracuse University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in BEADS: Journal of the Society of Bead Researchers by an authorized editor of SURFACE at
Syracuse University. For more information, please contact surface@syr.edu.


https://surface.syr.edu/beads
https://surface.syr.edu/beads/vol1
https://surface.syr.edu/beads/vol1/iss1/2
https://surface.syr.edu/beads?utm_source=surface.syr.edu%2Fbeads%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/319?utm_source=surface.syr.edu%2Fbeads%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/510?utm_source=surface.syr.edu%2Fbeads%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/510?utm_source=surface.syr.edu%2Fbeads%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/435?utm_source=surface.syr.edu%2Fbeads%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/323?utm_source=surface.syr.edu%2Fbeads%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/323?utm_source=surface.syr.edu%2Fbeads%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://surface.syr.edu/beads/vol1/iss1/2?utm_source=surface.syr.edu%2Fbeads%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:surface@syr.edu

The Society of Bead Researchers

Officers for 1989

Marvin T. Smith President

Lester A. Ross Secretary/Treasurer

Karlis Karklins Editor

Editorial Advisory Committee: Publications Committee:
Roderick Sprague, chair Mary Elizabeth Good, chair
Lester A. Ross Karlis Karklins

Marvin T. Smith Lyle M. Stone

BEADS (ISSN: 0843-5499) is published annually by the Society of Bead Researchers, a non-profit, scien-
tific-educational organization which aims to foster serious research on beads of all materials and periods, and
to expedite the dissemination of the resultant knowledge. Subscription is by membership in the Society.
Membership is open to all persons involved in the study of beads, as well as those interested in keeping abreast
of current trends in bead research.

There are three levels of membership: Individual - $10.00; Sustaining - $25.00; and Patron - $50.00 (U.S.
funds). All three levels receive the same publications and benefits. The Sustaining and Patron categories are
simply intended to allow persons who are in a position to donate larger amounts to the Society to do so. Members
receive the annual journal, Beads, as well as the biannual newsletter, The Bead Forum.

General inquiries, membership dues, address changes and orders for additional copies of this journal
(available for $12.50 plus $2.00 postage) should be sent to:

Lester A. Ross

SBR Secretary/Treasurer
56489 El Dorado Drive

Yucca Valley, CA 92284-4230
(714) 792-1497

Books for review and manuscripts intended for the journal, as well as items for the newsletter (such as brief

articles, announcements of recent publications, requests for information, and summaries of current research)
should be addressed to:

Karlis Karklins, SBR Editor
Canadian Parks Service
1600 Liverpool Court
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH3
Canada

(613) 993-9717

Information for authors is provided at the back of the journal.
Cover. Diakhité: The larger funerary pot and its contents (photos by H. Opper).

Back Cover. Diakhité: Strands of glass and carnelian beads, strung as found, from the larger funerary pot.



BEAD S 1989 Vol. 1

Journal of the Society of
Bead Researchers

KARLIS KARKLINS, editor
CONTENTS

The Editor’s Page .. ..o e e et e it et ettt e e e 3
Diakhité: A Study of the Beads from an 18th-19th-Century Burial Site in Senegal, West Africa

MARIE-JOSE and HOWARD OPPER. ... ...ttt e e e e e e e 5
Beads of the Early Islamic Period

PETER FRANCIS, JR ..t ettt e e et 21
Beads as Chronological Indicators in West African Archaeology: A Reexamination

CHRISTOPHER DECORSE. . i cs cos v a6 65 a5 a5 65 8 605 60 6 6 o0 6 s 60k 5 505 58 608 0.8 5 bk s 6 98 0s 8 5 64 8 B s 41
The Beads of St. Eustatius, Netherlands Antilles

KARLIS KARKLINS and NORMAN F. BARK A . ... i e 55
Bohemian Glass Beadmaking: Translation and Discussion of a 1913 German Technical Article

LESTER A. ROSS with BARBARA PFLANZ ... e e e 81
BOOK REVIEWS
Dubin: The History of Beads from 30,000 B.C. to the Present

RODERICK SPRAGUE ... e e e e e 95
Picard and Picard: Beads from the West African Trade Series

CHRISTOPHER DECORSE. . . .o e e e et 96
Deagan: Artifacts of the Spanish Colonies of Florida and the Caribbean, 1500-1800. Vol. I: Ceramics,
Glassware, and Beads

MARY ELIZABETH GOOD .. ..ttt e e et et e 98

Karklins and Sprague: A Bibliography of Glass Trade Beads in North America and its First Supplement
LESTER A. ROSS



INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS . . ..o i i e 103
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THE EDITOR’S PAGE

Beads have been popular forms of adornment
since our ancestors lived in caves and have been used
in one form or another by practically every ethnic
group on the face of the earth since then. Despite this
near-universal popularity, it was not until the late
1960s that research on these amazingly-diversified
baubles began to blossom. In the decade that followed,
Robert K. Liu initiated The Bead Journal, bead
enthusiasts in Los Angeles formed The Bead Society
(the first of its kind), and ever-increasing numbers of
researchers, both avocational and professional, turned
their attention to the study of beads. Their energies
were primarily directed at formulating bead
chronologies and classification systems, as well as
determining bead production techniques, uses, trade
values, chemical composition and origins.

With so much research going on all over the globe,
there became a definite need for an informal organiz-
ation that would reduce the isolationism of those stu-
dying beads and expedite rapid communication
between researchers. The untimely demise of The
Bead Journal in 1978 accentuated this need and
spurred Peter Francis, Jr., to form the Society of Bead
Researchers in 1981 with the help of Elizabeth J.
Harris and Jamey D. Allen. The Society’s mandate
was straightforward: to promote the scientific study of
beads. To help accomplish this goal, Peter initiated
The Bead Forum, an informal newsletter through
whose pages researchers could seek and share infor-
mation.

Your present editor came on the scene in 1983
with the hope that the Society — then with a member-
ship of 11 dedicated souls — could one day fund a

scholarly journal devoted entirely to the study of
beads, one with much-needed color illustrations. As
you can see, that day is here!

The articles that appear on the following pages
represent a cross-section of what is currently being
studied in the United States, the Caribbean and Africa.
The article by Chris DeCorse is especially timely as
bead research in Africa is only now reemerging after
a hiatus of some 25 years; a hiatus that is apparently
responsible for the actions of at least one archaeolog-
ist working in East Africa who is not even saving —
much less studying — the beads found in his excava-
tions! That this sort of thinking exists in this day and
age is deplorable.

I hope that you will find this first issue of Beads
interesting and informative. If so, please tell your
friends and colleagues about it and urge them to join
the Society of Bead Researchers. If not, let me know
what can be done to improve it. I would also be inter-
ested to learn what areas of bead research you think
should be investigated futher, and which publications
should be reviewed in future issues. This journal can-
not be a success without your input and support.

I am very grateful to all those who submitted
manuscripts and book reviews for this issue, and to
those who read and commented on them. I would also
like to thank all of you who have supported the So-
ciety over the years, both financially and with
contributions to The Bead Forum. We could not have
made it this far without your help.

Karlis Karklins
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