






planationor elucidationofsomefollowing recapitulatorymember.
Also it maybeusedin introducingspeechon thepage.48

To keepthe memberswithin theperiodseparatedwithout risk ofcon
fusion,Huntingtonrecommendstheuseoftwo newstops.The 'reverse
comma',whoseunexplainedappearancein the prefaceso puzzledus,
andthe 'straightcomma'.The reversecomma,the authorinforms us,
is usefulto marka memberwhich is incidentalto andexplanatoryofa
principal member. Any incidental sentenceor expression,whether
interjectory,apostrophic,or of any otherkind intendedas incidental,
must be placedbetweentwo commas-thatis, so that the incidental
unit may itselfbeseenas a thought.However,if therearemanysuch
incidentals,then a readerwill be obliged to devotefull attentionto
collecting them up as he goes along. Most assuredly,the ordinary
readerwill confoundthem with the principal. The reversecomma
will rescuehim from unseemlyflounderingand help him to "follow
the original thoughts of the author with facilities afforded by
punctuation".Thus, every incidentalor explanatorysentenceshould
beenclosedby two commas"ofoppositecurvature,which assumethe
valueofasemi-paranthesis�(�~�_�,�)�"�.�4�9

To avoid the massingup of look-alike commasin a long com
poundsentenceandalso to avoid the conspicuousnessandwrong
usageof the semicolon,whoselegitimateapplicationis for com
plex sentencesonly-thoughyou would not know it by the exul
tant use that othersmakeof it-Huntingtonoffers us the 'straight
comma', that is, a comma"without curvature". In dividing the
membersof compoundsentences,whereothergrammarianshave
advisedthe arbitrary insertionof a semicolonmerely for balance,
we can more properly deploy the more appropriate 'straight
comma'.Watchhow expertlyit advancesthe clarity:

48. Huntington,Ibid., 28, 60-62,65-'73 passim.Womenof todaywill appreciate
the following. Huntington frowns upon "the propriety of scatteringwith a
discreetvariety amongthe sentencescommas,semi-colons,andcolonsso as not
to offend the eyesof the readerby a too frequent repetition of the samesign.
LadiesMTithout meaningto displeasethem, seemgenerallyto adopt this rule as
their model."

49· Ibid., 54-55·
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The clear, pure, and cool atmosphere, the fresh, varied, and
undulating landscape, the rippling, expansive, and transpar
ent waters of the lake, the light, warm, and refreshing
breeze, the genial, unclouded, and declining rays of an au
tumnal sun unite to cheer the careworn student. 50

With Huntington we bring to a close the study of this half-cen
tury. As has been seen, the unflagging analysis oforal-aural and vi
sual conflict in language both simplified punctuation and rendered
it teachable to average folk. The push and pull between favorite
and despised doctrines had brought interesting results, though at
the stage under inspection here, conclusive opinion was never to
tally brought together within a single volume. The victorious view
discarded rhetorical pointing in general, and in particular refused
the elaborate offerings ofWalker and Doherty for special all-inclu
sive marks to extract nuance ofmeaning from voice sounds. As the
public became progressively more comfortable with the experi
ence ofrapid visual intake, so it was happy enough to risk misinter
pretation without rescue by Huntington-style fastidiousness. To an
acceptable extent intuition came to be relied upon in written com
munication.

Although, in subsequent years, there would always be forays into
the thickets ofmuddle, the huge war was over. Despite the still dis
persing mother language, a freer, more lucid global exchange of
ideas was at last in place. Punctuation, which had lain for so many
centuries snubbed by the exalted, misunderstood by the com
moner, and relegated by all to obscurity and confusion, was now of
sufficient scientific and artistic standing to be discussed in nearly
every publication having to do with language, grammar, composi
tion, or style.

50. Huntington, Treatise on Punctuation, 104-105, 112.


