




tent was both regentanddifficult; and that most usedfor poetry and
drama,wherethe dominationof rhythm requireda voice for the full
effect.

Jonson'sdelight in seeminglysmall mattersis manifestthroughout
his short book The English Grammar, which first cameout in 1640
for the purposeof teachingto "all Strangers"the laws of language.
Its spirit of order is strong, as the following admonitorynotice from
his prefacetestifies:68

Confusionof Language,a Curse.
ExperiencebreedethArt: Lacke of Experience,Chance.

The flavor of JonsonPedagogus(or as he referred to himself, ele,
mentariusSenex)is powerfully presentin the following type facsimile
of his final chapter, from which only his supernumeraryexamples
from the literaturearedeleted.Interestingly,it wasJonsonwho brought
the "commonly neglected"and vagrantsemicolon(he calls it a sub,
distinction) to anchorin English, giving it the distinct value (between
commaandperiod) that it retainstoday.69This point broughta finer
grading to the three alreadyfully acceptedstops: the period, colon,
and comma. Its commonappearance,ca. 1589, marked the begin,
ning of the strong logical systemin use today.70, 71

OF THE DISTINCTION OF
SENTENCES

All the parts of Syntaxehave alreadybeenedeclared.There res,
teth one generall affection of the whole, dispersedthorow every
memberthereof, as the bloud is thorow the body; and consisteth
in the breathing,when we pronounceany Sentence;For, whereas
our breathis by natureso short, that we cannotcontinuewithout
a stay to speakelong together; it was thought necessarie,as well
for the speakersease,as for the plainer deliveranceof the things
spoken,to invent this meanes,wherebymen pausinga pretty while,
the whole speechmight neverthe worsebe understood.

68. BenJonson,The EnglishGrammar(London, 1640), I B, 74.
69. Partridge,Orthography, 138.
70. BenJonson: The Man and His Work, 431-32. The semicolonwas apparently

introducedinto Englandin 1569and beganto be used(erratically) about1580.
71. Jonson,EnglishGrammar, 75-77.
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These distinctions are, either of a perfect, or imperfect sentence.
The distinctions of an imperfect sentence are two, a sub,distinction ,
and a Comma.

A sub,distinction is a meane breathing, when the word serveth in,
differently, both to the parts of the sentence going before, and
following after, and is marked thus (;)

A Comma is a distinction of an imperfect sentence, wherein with
somewhat a longer breath, the sentence following; and is noted
with this shorter semicircle (,).

Hither pertaineth a Parenthesis, wherein two comma's include a
sentence [i.e., a statement]:

Jewell: Certaine falshoods (by meane of good utterance) have some,
time more likely,hood of truth, then truth it selfe.

These imperfect distinctions in the Syntaxe of a substantive, and
an adjective give the former place to the substantive:
Ascham: Thus the poore Gentleman suffered griefe; great for the paine;
but greater for the spite.

Gower. lib. 2. Speaking of the envious person:
Though he a man see vertuous,
And full of good condition,
Thereof maketh he no mention.

The distinction of a perfect sentence hath a more full stay,
and doth rest the spirit, which is a Pause, or a Period.

A Pause is a distinction of a sentence, though perfect in it se1fe,
yet joyned to another, being marked with two pricks (:).

A period is the distinction of a sentence, in all respects perfect, and
is marked with one full prick, over against the lower part of the
last letter, thus (.).

If a sentence be with an interrogation, we use this note (?).

Sir John Cheeke: Who can perswade, where treason is above reason;
and might ruleth right; and it is had for lawfull, whatsoever is lustfull;
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and Commotioners are better then Commissioners; and common woe is
named Commonwealth?

If it be pronounced with an admiration, then thus (!)

Sir Tho. More:
o Lord God, the blindnesse of our mortall nature!

These distinctions (whereof the first is commonly neglected) as they
best agree with nature: so come they neerest to the ancient staies
of sentences among the Romans, and the Grecians. An example
of all foure to make the matter plaine [or more confusing, since he
only makes use of two], let us take out of that excellent Oration of
Sir John Cheeke, against the Rebells, whereof before we have made

so often mention: When common order of the law can take no
place in unruly, and disobedient subjects: and all men will of

wilfulnesse resist with rage, and thinke their owne vio,
lence, to be the best justice: then be wise Magi,

strates compelled by necessitie, to seeke an
extreme remedy, where meane salves

helpe not, and bring in the Mar'
tiall Law where none other

law serveth
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