








These distinctions are, either of a perfect, or imperfect sentence.
The distinctions of an imperfect sentence are two, a sub-distinction,
and a Comma.

A sub-distinction is a meane breathing, when the word serveth in-
differently, both to the parts of the sentence going before, and
following after, and is marked thus (;)

A Comma is a distinction of an imperfect sentence, wherein with
somewhat a longer breath, the sentence following; and is noted
with this shorter semicircle (,).

Hither pertaineth a Parenthesis, wherein two comma’s include a
sentence [i.e., a statement]:

Jewell: Certaine falshoods (by meane of good utterance) have some-
time more likely-hood of truth, then truth it selfe.

These imperfect distinctions in the Syntaxe of a substantive, and
an adjective give the former place to the substantive:

Ascham: Thus the poore Gentleman suffered griefe; great for the paine;
but greater for the spite.

Gower. lib. 2. Speaking of the envious person:
Though he a man see vertuous,
And full of good condition,
Thereof maketh he no mention.

The distinction of a perfect sentence hath a more full stay,
and doth rest the spirit, which is a Pause, or a Period.

A Pause is a distinction of a sentence, though perfect in it selfe,
yet joyned to another, being marked with two pricks (:).

A period is the distinction of a sentence, in all respects perfect, and
is marked with one full prick, over against the lower part of the
last letter, thus (.).

If a sentence be with an interrogation, we use this note (?).

Sir John Cheeke: Who can perswade, where treason is above reason;

and might ruleth right; and it is had for lawfull, whatsoever is lustfull;
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and Commotioners are better then Commissioners; and common woe is
named Commonwealth?

If it be pronounced with an admiration, then thus (!)

Sir Tho. More:
O Lord God, the blindnesse of our mortall nature!

These distinctions (whereof the first is commonly neglected) as they
best agree with nature: so come they neerest to the ancient staies
of sentences among the Romans, and the Grecians. An example
of all foure to make the matter plaine [or more confusing, since he
only makes use of two], let us take out of that excellent Oration of
Sir John Cheeke, against the Rebells, whereof before we have made
so often mention: When common order of the law can take no
place in unruly, and disobedient subjects: and all men will of
wilfulnesse resist with rage, and thinke their owne vio-
lence, to be the best justice: then be wise Magi-
strates compelled by necessitie, to seeke an
extreme remedy, where meane salves
helpe not, and bring in the Mar-
tiall Law where none other
law serveth
* *

*
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