











section. Nothing has been added since 1961, and not very much in
the post-war period. There is the spottiness already mentioned. The
last section of the bibliography contains only works in Czech and
Slovak—the strongest area of Novotny’s library, as said before. This
section lists the post-1850 works in these languages. Especially useful
are the enormous amounts of government documents, records, and
other primary sources—archival material that is a necessity for seri-
ous research. Besides this historical strength, the third section con-
tains interesting works like those of Eduard Benes, who was the pres-
ident of Czechoslovakia both before and after the revolution of 1948.
Various lesser Czech officials are also represented here. The works of
some of these officials, as Novotny pointed out, show their authors’
changing colors. One sees, for example, a dedicated Czech before
1938 becoming pro-German until 1945, then a Czech patriot again
until 1948, and finally Marxist.® Novotny meant to cause a little
embarrassment when he noted such instances.

One of the conveniences of a collection like this for the researcher
is that needed materials are usually at hand. While borrowing through
the interlibrary loan system is efficient, it is more satisfying and con-
venient to have immediate access to all necessary materials when
researching a subject. The Novotny Collection, with all the other
related materials at Syracuse University, approaches this ideal.

Jan Maria Novotny, through his commitment to education, tried
to ensure a “better and happier human life” for everyone. He wanted
to bring this about through a sweeping study of public finance, ad-
ministration, and taxation, a study which would address the subject
from many aspects—historical, philosophical, moral as well as tech-
nical. Novotny concluded his short Elementary Economics with a
statement that will appropriately conclude this article:°

Such is the author’s creed in economic theory: a belief in
God, existence of certain rules of ethical conduct for Man,
the free will of Man, and Man’s freedom of decision within
a free, democratic environment.

8. Novotny, A Library, 352.
9. Novotny, Elementary Economics, 161.
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