








who would not miss an opportunity. Publishers’ Weekly (17 August
1959, p.28) lamented that “the public image of the whole book trade
has been cheapened by the ‘Chatterley’ sweepstakes”. By 10 Septem-
ber 1959 Fred Jordan of Grove Press counted five paperback editions
in the market,® while Grove had a royalty agreement with only one,
Dell. By the end of the year, there were 1,750,000 copies of the Grove
paperback in print and 161,000 copies of the hardcover.® To dispose
of the unsold hardcovers, Grove ran a Christmas special: one free
with ten.® Rosset had cleared the book with the censors, but he could
not contain the pirates any better than Lawrence had.

The Grove Press edition of Lady Chatterley’s Lover is one of the
major publishing events of the century: it is as important to Law-
rence’s canon and reputation as it is to the publishing industry and
society. In 1926, when Adele Seltzer, wife of the publisher, asked
Lawrence for a bestseller, he had winced at her unrealistic demand:
“Why does anybody look to me for a best seller? I'm not that sort of
bird.” 9! Ironically, he was writing Lady Chatterley’s Lover at the time.
The Grove Press edition fulfilled Lawrence’s potential to be a popular
author, and it opened floodgates that put the book into the hands
“of the masses”, an ambition Lawrence had confided to Rhys Davies
in 1929.%2 Rosset, London, and Schorer were confident that the book
would sell. Pollinger was probably a difficult negotiator because he
felt that it was a very valuable property, although in the 1950s no
one suspected that Lady Chatterley’s Lover would support the many
editions that appeared in the 1960s and after.” The scholarly aspect
of the Grove edition gave direction to students of Lawrence, who
have reassessed the value of the novel, studied the three versions,
and begun to study the corruptions in the text. Rosset’s defense of
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censors that Lawrence originally inspired—in a sense, the last major
work of his life. Judge Bryan’s decision that the novel is not obscene
made a change in the way that society and the courts came to view
sexually explicit writing and sexual writing in general. It led to more
natural attitudes about matters which had previously inspired anxiety
in readers, authors, and publishers alike. Finally, the Grove Press
edition of Lady Chatterley’s Lover had the important effect of forcing
the censors to honor the First Amendment, and thus, of clearing the
way for works like The Tropic of Cancer, which Rosset published next.
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