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CONSTANCE JEFFERS '66
Jingle Bells

efore Constance Jeffers and her
Bfamily began Jeffers Handbell

Supply in 1978, most aficionados
of English handbells had to patronize
jewelry stores, motorcycle shops, and
army-navy stores to properly equip
and shine their bronze bells.

Jeffers’ husband, Jim, was selling
church products when he added hand-
bells in 1975. But when pastors and
choir leaders asked where to get acces-
sories for their handbells, he didn’t
know. After a little research, the fami-
ly decided to tap into an unserved
market and sell handbells and their
accessories.

Since then, Jeffers, a 1966 SU grad-
uate and president of the family firm,
has turned the handbell business into
a million-dollar enterprise. Along with
her husband and three children,
Jeffers now supplies bell ringers with
every possible need.

Handbells originated in 17th-centu-

ry England, where they were
used to rehearse the chim-
ing of church tower bells.
It’s only been over the last 40
years, however, that they’ve
become popular in American
church services.

Bell ringers, heard chiming
most often during the
Christmas season, play in
small groups. Each person is
responsible for three to five
bells, which must be rung at
just the right moment to pro-
duce a complete melody.

Jeffers Handbell Supply,
located in Irmo, South
Carolina, outfits bell ringers
with everything from gloves
and polish to special tables
and sheet music. The cus-
tom-made handbells range
from $79 for a single small
bell to $16,455 for a special
set of six with cases.

As president, Jeffers is responsible
for the fiscal health of the operation,
but during rush times, such as
December, she works side-by-side

Jeffers Handbell Supply, the only company of its kind, outfits churches
and choirs throughout the United States with handbells and accessores.

with staff to help get orders out.

“It’s really a neat niche in life,” she
says. “Most church people are good
and kind, and musicians are creative
and talented.” —ANDREA C. MARSH

S.U. BASKETBALL FANS...
Join The Hardwood Club And Get
This QRANGE PACKAGE!

Become a member of America’s number-one college basketball
club, the S.U. Hardwood Club, and you’ll receive the following
items FREE:

+ 1992-93 full color team photo signed by the players and coaches

« All-America Poster—full color poster of S.U.’s ten greatest players

+ 1992-93 Media Guide

+ Team Poster & Schedule for the 1992-93 season

+ One-year subscription to Orange Pack News—17 issues covering

all S.U. sports
+ Orange Pack Membership Card, Luggage Tag, Decals & Pocket Planner

$50.00 per person - Annual Dues
Join Now—Your Gift Package Will Be Rushed To You Immediately

Mail To: S.U. Hardwood Offer, 2930 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13224

Please enroll me in the S.U. Hardwood Club and rush my ORANGE PACKAGE
I to me. My check for $50.00, payable to S.U. HARDWOOD CLUB, is enclosed.
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