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for the interiors of our buildings without impairing the flexibility of the space.
For a slightly different system than Conwed, a 5-by-5 module using a 2-by-2
fluorescent fixture in the center, regressed and including ventilation at the tee
bar, is made by Donn Products Corp. and used in their own office building
at West Lake, Ohio.

Another variation, an Armstrong product, of the 5-by-5 system was employed
in Banker’s Trust Building in New York City.

Another simple modular product is the steel and stud system of Gold Bond,
U.S. Gypsum, Donn Products, Celotex, and others used with modular gypsum
board, unfinished or prefinished, all parts modular, products available for in-
terior work. Also modular were the predecessors of this system, the Stran Steel
Framing System developed in 1929 by Great Lakes Steel Corporation.

As practically all of our precast panels for building exteriors are custom built
including insulated, non-insulated, concrete, polyester, and aggregate based
panels of many compositions, all are available in modular sizes and some are
stocked only in modular sizes. Plywood for exterior and interior use has always
been modular. It even can be specifically under-sized at the mill, if so desired,
to avoid any dimensional creep on extremely large structures or where special
H-clip joint separators are used to keep the panels in alignment. Many mosaic
tiles and wall tiles have converted to modular sizes, although such tile is con-
sidered a sheet material which we normally consider cutting and fitting on the
job similar to all paper, vinyl fabrics, and carpet. Let us not forget carpet
squares, another modular product. The resilient floor industry is now convert-
ing to 12-by-12 tiles finally abandoning the old 9-by-9 sizes. Possibly they were
led to this decision by the Markwa Company, a Vermont Marble organization,
which has been producing modular wall and floor tiles for 10 years. Practically
every recessed troffer and dozens of our surface mounted electric fixtures are
modular in widths from 8 inches to 5 feet and with lengths of 2 feet, 4 feet,
5 feet, 6 and 8, we have everything that we could really ask for. Dozens of
companies including Carnes, Titus, Tuttle and Bailey, U.S. Air Conditioning,
and many others have converted their air delivery products to modular coordi-
nation in both wall and ceiling diffusers. Many manufacturers of radiation both
hydronic and electric are producing their units in modular sizes. With this
plethora of products asking to be used efficiently, it is ridiculous to refuse
giving modular coordination a try.

Professor Stanley Kent of Toronto University, who produced the original
modular standard manual for Canada, was recently contacted. Professor Kent
gave a brief report, confirmed by the Department of Industry Trade and Com-
merce—Materials Branch, in Ottawa. This department, headed by Mr. John
Dawson, stated that modular standards have spread entirely across Canada.
Most products are now being produced under standards established by the
Canadian Government. Conferences and seminars have been held throughout
the country with over a hundred instructional sessions held for architects and
engineers. All federal departments have climbed on the band wagon and now
require all drawings for their facilities to be produced by modular methods.
Many of the provincial governments have established similar requirements.

We do not need government sponsorship or commands in this country in
order to simplify and improve our work. We can do it by individual effort,
primarily because it is profitable and produces a better job.
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