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century British society was decidedly unequal and the debates surrounding abolition and
emancipation soon turned to ones that argued for how social inequality could persist in a
society in which its citizens were politically equal.

4.1.1 Abolitionism and the Rhetoric of Freedom

During the late eighteenth century, abolitionist sentiment began to take root in
British society.’® Drawing on the spirit of the revolutions that shook the Atlantic World
in the late eighteenth century, including the American War of Independence, the French
Revolution, and the Haitian Revolution, British citizens began to reevaluate what it was
that made them “free” (Brown 2006; Davis 2006; Drescher 2009; Geggus 1997; Holt
1992). In many cases they turned to philosophers of the time, perhaps most notably John
Stuart Mill’s On Liberty. Yet, one of the ways that English citizens could identify their
own freedom was in comparison with the enslaved laborers of Britain’s West Indian
colonies. Thus, in many ways, an identity of British freedom developed around the status
of not being enslaved.

As abolitionism began to take hold in England, though, arguments against slavery
soon focused on the horrors of slavery and the Middle Passage, and appealed to a sense
of shared humanity with enslaved laborers in gaining support for abolition of the Slave
Trade and, eventually, of slavery throughout the empire. In addition to appealing to the
humanity of enslaved laborers, abolitionist rhetoric drew heavily on religious philosophy
and likened enslavement to acts of murder (Merrill 1945:385). Soon, abolitionism,

alongside amelioration, became part of a Christian initiative to help elevate the masses of

1% While much research focuses on abolitionism as a distinctly late eighteenth-century phenomenon, and
distinguishes it from the “antislavery” rhetoric of the seventeenth century, Donoghue (2010) makes a strong
case for reconsidering seventeenth century “antislavery” movements as foundational for the abolitionist
movements of the eighteenth century. Here, though, I largely focus on the rhetoric of abolitionism in the
late eighteenth century.
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enslaved laborers through education and conversion to Christianity. While missionary
groups had been active among enslaved populations in the Caribbean throughout the
eighteenth century, a new fervor for education was seen as a way to prove the humanity
of enslaved laborers, and a new rhetoric of paternalism developed in which it became a
Christian duty to help improve the lives of enslaved laborers (Blouet 1990).

Despite the moral arguments abolitionists often used against slavery, they always
had to contend with the economic interests of planters. Whereas abolitionists argued on
moral grounds, planters argued on economic grounds and the economic evidence in favor
of slavery often outweighed the moral evidence against slavery (Merrill 1945:389).
Planters argued that the abolition of slavery would ruin the sugar industry because
planters would not be able to afford to hire wage laborers and maintain profits.

Interestingly, the economic argument would soon switch to one that favored
abolition rather than sustaining the institution of slavery. In The Wealth of Nations,
Adam Smith (2001 [1776]) argues against slavery as an archaic system that hindered
profits. Along a similar vein, slavery became viewed as an institution that threatened
capitalist development and, with it, human progress (Davis 1984). Many historians argue
that the success of abolitionism is only due to the economic decline of sugar plantations
in the Caribbean and an increased desire of West Indian planters to relieve themselves of
the responsibility of caring for their slave populations (Fogel and Engerman 1989; Ryden
2001; Williams 1944)."* Indeed, Antiguan planters themselves made arguments for

wage labor, arguing it was cheaper than slave labor (Sturge and Harvey 1838:20).

1 Seymour Drescher’s 1977 Econocide: British Slavery in the Era of Abolition and 1987 Capitalism and
Antislavery: British Mobilization in Comparative Perspective argue against William’s (1944) model by
suggesting that the abolition of slavery occurred when sugar profitability was at its height in the British
Caribbean. Though Drescher (1977; 1987) demonstrates the sustained profitability of sugar at the turn of
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Amidst the debates around abolition, the question of freedom comes to the
forefront of philosophical discussion. Whereas Enlightenment principles of freedom,
individualism, and property are emphasized in the late eighteenth-century Atlantic
revolutions, even within the philosophical debates surrounding British abolitionism, these
ideas are murky at best. British citizens defined their own freedom in opposition to
chattel slavery and, as economic arguments began to be introduced into abolitionist
debates, it becomes clear that the freedom and interests of a specific group of people,
namely wealthy planters, are more important in deciding the fate of enslaved laborers
than any question of their individual freedoms.

These debates begin to accentuate the practical problem of emancipation. While
abolition could be argued purely on moral terms, how emancipation would be enacted
became a very real problem for Caribbean planters. The arguments on abolition shed
some interesting light as to what practical issues with emancipation would take priority in
deciding policies.

4.1.2 Creating a Free Society: The Practice of Emancipation

Whereas abolition could be largely viewed as a moral, philosophical problem, the
problem of emancipation, that is creating a free society, was a practical issue. A
distinctly unequal society reliant on a system of slavery would, theoretically, be shattered
and become a society in which all individuals shared basic freedoms. Yet, as the debates
surrounding abolition demonstrate, the interests of the wealthy were given priority in
helping to determine whether to abolish slavery and what it meant to be free was largely

based on not being enslaved.

the nineteenth century, he does not adequately consider how capitalism created new social relations of
labor that reinvigorated the sugar market and served planters’ interests in sustaining that economy
throughout the nineteenth century.
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Free society offered political rights to the formerly enslaved that had not been
granted to them before. It granted people the right to own property, including land, and
the freedom to choose employers and to sell their labor power of their own accord.
British society in the nineteenth century, though, was vastly unequal and this is largely
due to the ways in which the social relations of capital created hugely disparate economic
inequality that infringed on many of the political freedoms individuals were supposedly
granted. For instance, while free society granted people the right to own land, as
capitalism dissolved the social relations between serfs and lords; economically,
capitalism in many ways prohibited land ownership because people were dependent on
selling their labor power for wages that could barely sustain them.

This contradiction between the political rights of freedom and the economic
inequality capitalist relations created comes to the forefront of understanding how the
political ideologies and economic realities of freedom took shape in nineteenth-century
societies. “Prefigured in Britain’s experience, too, was the difficulty of maintaining a
distinction between political equality and the equality implied in the freedom to contract
one’s labor. The recognition of the universality of certain traits in human nature was not
intended to invite social pretensions from the lower orders. The sameness of human
striving did not imply equality of conditions among all people.” (Holt 1992:38). Thus,
freedom for the formerly enslaved was the freedom to enter into labor contracts. “Free”
society throughout the British colonies did not guarantee the formerly enslaved the same
political rights as white colonists nor did it assume an improvement in living conditions

or an increase in wealth among the formerly enslaved. Indeed, many of the institutions
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that would develop to help ease the transition to freedom throughout the Caribbean
sought to quell the advancement of the formerly enslaved.

One of the most anticipated fears of the shift to emancipation was idleness and
unrest among the formerly enslaved. At its heart, emancipation was a labor issue (Holt
1992:33-34). Policymakers in Britain feared that the newly freed workers throughout the
British colonies would resort to idleness. Tied to this concern was the idea that low
population densities would increase the propensity of idleness because people would not
be coerced into working if they could squat and provision themselves on free land (Holt
1992:45). In order to avoid these dangers, colonial policymakers devised a system in
which the formerly enslaved would be trained to be motivated as free laborers, that is, the
apprenticeship system (Holt 1992:45). The apprenticeship system maintained that
laborers would continue to work for their masters for customary allowances of food,
clothing, and shelter, yet a portion of the workers’ weeks would be allotted for their own
use (Holt 1992:49). During this free time, though, laborers were expected to work on
plantations, either their own or another, for a wage and this system would be enforced by
a series of magistrates (Holt 1992:49). In transitioning to freedom, then, the formerly
enslaved would be trained to live as free workers, motivated by the earning of a wage.

In large part, the apprenticeship system was designed in response to the social
situations of Jamaica, though it was implemented throughout the entire British Caribbean,
with the exceptions of Antigua and Bermuda. Jamaica, as the largest and most profitable
sugar-producing island in the British Caribbean became a strong focus for guiding
colonial policy. An 1831 slave revolt in Jamaica, in which enslaved laborers attempted to

drive out white planters so they could harvest the sugar crop for their own profit,
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demonstrated a new facet of the enslaved labor force that had previously been ignored
(Holt 1992:13-17). The 1831 “Baptist War” in Jamaica contrasted from 18"-century
revolts in that it was largely non-violent and demonstrated the level of education,
organization, and camaraderie that was at work within the enslaved community. Colonial
policymakers realized that “the unique character of the 1831 revolt seemed to prove that
the cultural advancement of slaves, their access to information, and the continued
agitation of the slavery issue in Britain and the colonies guaranteed that another, possibly
more successful revolt would occur, and soon” (Holt 1992:18). Immediate emancipation,
coupled with the apprenticeship system, would be the only effective means of
maintaining profitable sugar operations throughout the British Caribbean.

As emancipation loomed in Antigua, Antiguan planters took strong measures to
ensure that, despite the rhetoric of freedom, Antiguan society would remain decidedly
unequal. Shunning the apprenticeship system, Antiguan planters denied Afro-Antiguans
many of the rights that the newly acquired freedom should have afforded them. While, in
large part, emancipation became a policy issue in the aftermath of the 1831 Jamaican
revolt, the Amelioration Acts of 1823 prompted a series of social reform that caused
colonial government to reevaluate the social relationships of power leading up to
emancipation.

4.2 The Shift to Freedom: Antigua in the Early Nineteenth Century

As it became obvious that the period of slavery in the British Empire was coming
to an end, the individual colonies of the British Caribbean were wrought with the task of
trying to prepare for emancipation. Though the British government had taken some

measures to attempt to ease the transition to emancipation, the particular nuances of each
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Caribbean colony allowed for colonists to create their own social programs to aid in the
transition to freedom and for legislatures to create laws as they saw fit. Antigua was no
exception and, despite some social and educational programs sponsored by various
religious groups, the Antiguan legislature took extreme measures to ensure the social
relations of slavery would continue following emancipation. The laws of the colony in
the years just prior to emancipation reflect the various anxieties Antiguan planters and
legislators had in facing the shift to emancipation. These laws provide interesting
insights into how Antiguan planters and lawmakers tried to manipulate Antiguan society
through continued coercion of the formerly enslaved population in their pursuit to
maintain the profitability of sugar on the island.
4.2.1 Lawmaking in Antigua on the Cusp of Emancipation

Subtle changes to the laws of Antigua begin a decade prior to emancipation and
seek to constrict the few liberties enslaved laborers had during the time of slavery. For
instance, a law entitled, “An Act for More Effectively Preventing the Profanation of the
Lord’s Day,” passed on May 21, 1824, does not seek to ensure religious practice among
Antiguans, despite its title (Antigua and Barbuda National Archives, St. John’s, Antigua
[ABNA], The Laws of Antigua [LA]). Instead, the law is a direct assault on the “slave
markets” held throughout the island, the largest being held in the capital of St. John’s,
that were traditionally held on Sundays, the only day off for enslaved laborers on the
island. The law states:

Whereas the practice of exposing goods, wares, and merchandise for sale in

stores, warehouses, and shops upon the Lord’s Day is not only scandalous in itself

and irreverent to Almighty God, but cannot fail in a political point of view to

prove extremely injurious to the welfare of the inhabitants at large by corrupting
the morals of the lower orders...[ABNA, LA].
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Here, the legislators have made no pretense in attempting to conceal the true purpose of
the law being passed. Instead, the law immediately addresses the problem of slave
markets, argues for the religious implications of allowing such practices to continue and
also attempts to make a humanitarian appeal in arguing that the law seeks to protect the
morality of enslaved laborers by ensuring they are properly observing the Sabbath
[ABNA, LA].
In addition, the law also points to petitions from Antiguan planters as encouraging
the passing of the law. It states:
a large portion of the inhabitants have lately very laudably marked and recorded
their reprobation of this practice by a petition to the House of Assembly very
properly detailing the evils which are likely to arise from it, and praying that an
Act may be passed for inflicting such very penalties upon effects as may have the
desired effect of putting a more exemplary and decided prohibition to it, and it is
but just to the well-disposed that their interests should be protected against any
attempts that may be made by the more menacing and avarious to undermine
them [ABNA, LA; emphasis added].
This particular law makes it abundantly clear that in the face of emancipation, the
Antiguan legislature took extreme measures to ensure the interests of Antiguan planters.
Seeking to put an end to Sunday markets, Antiguan planters were attempting measures to
reduce intra-island trade among enslaved laborers, a practice that, if successful, would no
doubt also inhibit laborer movement between plantations and disrupt social relations
among the enslaved community. In addition, restricting the slave markets increases
laborer dependence on the planters to provide them with goods necessary for survival and

also restricts people’s ability to earn money, continually keeping them impoverished and

in subordination to planters.
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While the initial 1824 law would seem to end the prospect of slave markets, it
must not have been entirely effective as, in 1831, an additional law was passed to cease
Sunday markets. On February 18, 1831, “An Act for More Effectively Enforcing a Due
Observance of the Lord’s Day,” was passed and it prohibited all Sunday markets (ABNA,
LA). The new law is more specific as to what constitutes an offense and it also outlines
specific punishments for offenders. The law states:

all Sunday markets shall absolutely cease and be hereby further declared

unlawful, and that no persons whosoever shall on that day be permitted to show

forth or expose or offer for sale in any of the markets, roads, streets, lanes,
wharves, or any other places either in the towns of this Island or in any part
thereof, or in the Islands adjacent and thereto belonging, any articles of any
description whatsoever...[JABNA, LA].
Punishments for those caught selling goods on Sundays were harsh and included
forfeiture of goods, fines of twenty shillings, and imprisonment for thirty days for people
who could not pay the fine (ABNA, LA). The law also stipulates that individuals who
are caught purchasing items at illegal Sunday markets are subject to the same penalties.

Not surprisingly, as Antiguan society moved closer to emancipation, more
legislation was passed to continually restrict the rights of enslaved laborers in anticipation
of social problems Antiguan planters expected following emancipation. One of the most
important issues was the allocation of wages and how workers’ rights would apply to the
formerly enslaved.

“An Act for Enabling Labourers, Artificers, and Servants to Recover by Summary
Process their Wages from their Employers” was passed less than two months before

emancipation, on June 21, 1834 (ABNA, LA). This Act replaced an older act from 1685

and cites “the change of circumstances on this Island” as rendering the old act inadequate



167

in dealing with the impending emancipation of enslaved laborers and the vast changes to
the labor force this shift would cause (ABNA, LA). The law stipulates that a justice of
the peace is to hear cases of missed wages and make judgment on these cases as long as a
complaint is filed within thirty days of having missed wages and the wages do not exceed
five pounds (ABNA, LA). Laborers could only appeal to justices of the peace in the
capital of St. John’s, though, making it nearly impossible for workers to file complaints
without missing at least one day’s wage.

In addition to laws concerning laborers’ rights, the Antiguan legislature also
passed laws concerning social conduct on the cusp of emancipation. “An Act for the
Punishment of Idle and Disorderly Persons, Rogues, and VVagabonds, Incorrigible
Rogues, or other Vagrants in this Island,” passed on July 5, 1834, stipulates that any
person on the island who is able to work must work, regardless of whether that person is
willing (ABNA, LA). People who are idle, that is, “every common prostitute wandering
in the public streets or public highways or in any place of public resort, and behaving in a
riotous and indecent manner, and every person wandering abroad, or placing himself or
herself in any public place, street, highway, court, or passage to beg or gather alms, or
causing or procuring or encouraging any child or children so to do,” are to be arrested
and given up to one month of hard labor in the jail (ABNA, LA). Furthermore, idleness
did not have to be witnessed by a justice of the peace, but rather an accusation of idleness
from a single witness would be enough to sentence a person to jail.

As these laws demonstrate, the shift to emancipation was not just a shift in the
type of labor force being used in Antigua, but perhaps more so it marked a shift in the

type of society Antigua would have. Antiguan planters clearly saw how emancipation
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would affect the control they had over the enslaved population and sought to create
measures to maintain the social order that existed under slavery. To do so, they not only
passed labor laws to maintain control over the soon to be formerly enslaved as a labor
force but, perhaps more importantly for the planters, also sought to restrict the social
rights of the formerly enslaved. In doing so, they restricted freedoms of movement
among the formerly enslaved and ensured they would continue to work on sugar estates.

At the same time that Antiguan planters were seeking further means to coerce the
enslaved population after emancipation, enslaved laborers were seeking education as a
means to safeguard their rights in Antiguan society. Enslaved laborers saw the value in
literacy and education as it allowed them to better understand and protect their rights and
gave them access to property ownership and other legal rights that were unavailable
without a Christian education. Yet, as Antiguan legislators continually restricted the
rights of enslaved laborers, and enacted laws to continue to do so after emancipation, the
formerly enslaved were given very few rights following emancipation and the incredible
ability of Antiguan planters to maintain the social relations of slavery following
emancipation led to the lauding of the “Antigua Model” from the British government and
attempts at propagating the model throughout the British Caribbean (Bolland 1996;
1999).
4.2.2 The Role of Education

In the early nineteenth century, the education of enslaved laborers became a
source of great concern for Antiguans. On the one hand, abolitionists and missionaries

argued that education would help ease the transition to a free society by creating a better
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citizenship of formerly enslaved laborers. Indeed, one traveler to Antigua expresses this
sentiment in 1825:
It cannot be urged too often or too strongly that the instruction of the young is the
great object which should engage the attention of all well-wishers to the negro
population; towards this deep and prolific centre all the forces of philanthropy
ought to converge; for here that may be done safely and certainly which at
another time and under other circumstances will be always attended with some
danger and most commonly with no success. Schools for the children of slaves
are the first and chief step towards amelioration of conditions and morals in
every class of people in the West Indies [Murray 1826:259-260; emphasis in
original].
Yet, planters argued education would only lead to increased subversion and revolt from
enslaved laborers. Still, many missionary groups throughout the British Caribbean
educated enslaved laborers through mission-supported schools. Such endeavors won
support from a few paternalistic planters who thought it was their duty to Christianize and
educate the enslaved population.

In Antigua, Moravians and Methodists had been particularly active in education in
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Blouet 1990:630). By 1824, British
government officials and abolitionists were convinced uneducated, enslaved laborers
would be a threat to social stability following emancipation and the Church of England
created two bishoprics in the West Indies specifically to oversee the educational initiative
in the region (Blouet 1990:629-630). The Church of England opened a boys’ day school
and a separate girls’ day school in the Parish of St. John’s where enslaved children were

taught reading, writing, and arithmetic along with practical skills such as sewing and

straw hat-making (Blouet 1990:630-631).
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Sunday schools were also very common in Antigua, as they did not conflict with
the work schedules of enslaved laborers. By 1830 there were at least fourteen Sunday
schools in Antigua including five Anglican schools, five Methodist schools, and four
Moravian schools (Blouet 1990:631). In addition to Sunday schools, evening and noon
schools were also common in Antigua and enslaved laborers would continue their
education on estates, usually being taught by a fellow laborer (Blouet 1990:631). While
planters were not obliged to allow schooling to be conducted on the plantation, some
planters were proactive in allowing education among the enslaved laborers and would
open schools on their estates or allow missionaries to visit estates for teaching. Notably,
a day school for enslaved children was opened at Green Castle Estate (Blouet 1990:632).

Amidst the surge in the availability of education for enslaved laborers, the
question arises as to how people reacted to education. Many enslaved laborers were
eager to attend school, especially adults. This has been attributed to a desire to gain
literacy, as many enslaved children became literate, and a desire to learn about their
rights as enslaved laborers (Blouet 1990:635). For instance, many enslaved laborers
feared Britain would grant them freedom but planters on the island would withhold their
rights (Blouet 1990:635). A desire to keep abreast of the political changes in Antiguan
society provided a strong incentive to be educated for enslaved people. In addition,
enslaved laborers recognized the link between education and rights, even among free
citizens. The right to give evidence in court, for instance, was dependent on having a
Christian education (Blouet 1990:635). Education was also seen as necessary for

property ownership (Blouet 1990:635).
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Similar educational efforts were also underway throughout the British Caribbean.
In large part, this movement was tied to the Amelioration Acts of 1823 (Blouet 1985;
1990). Bishoprics intended solely to oversee the education of the enslaved were
established in Jamaica and Barbados (Blouet 1985). By 1830, there were days schools
for enslaved children on nearly every British Caribbean island. The curriculum of these
schools was modeled on the British National System which paced an emphasis on morals
and religious education alongside the skills of reading, writing, and arithmetic (Blouet
1985:129). In large part, throughout the British Caribbean, Sunday Schools were more
popular than day schools and preferred by planters. They did not interfere with the work
schedules of enslaved laborers and, in some cases, Sunday Schools focused on oral
education, a practice favored by planters who were in opposition to enslaved laborers
learning skills such as reading or writing (Blouet 1985:129-130).

What becomes clear in the decades prior to emancipation is that the enslaved
population embraced education in the West Indies. Doing so gave them a greater sense
of control over their lives, as they were more easily able to keep abreast of the politics of
the time and understand and protect their rights. In the face of these changes, Antiguan
planters saw their control over the enslaved population waning. In order to regain that
control, planters would take advantage of the Antiguan legislature to create laws to
continually subjugate the enslaved population despite the shift to emancipation.

4.3 Post-Emancipation Antigua: “The Antigua Model”

On the cusp of emancipation, as enslaved Afro-Antiguans were preparing for the

shift to freedom with education and learning, Antiguan planters were able to enact

legislation to further restrict the rights of laborers by prohibiting Sunday markets,
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limiting how laborers could appeal for missed wages, and by creating strict laws relating
to social conduct. These measures were passed to help ensure that the formerly enslaved
would continue to work on sugar plantations following emancipation.

Indeed, the continued success of the sugar enterprise on the island has been
attributed to Antigua’s unique system of strong coercion immediately following
emancipation (Bolland 1996; 1999). While many islands in the British Caribbean used
the system of apprenticeship following emancipation in 1834, in which formerly enslaved
laborers would still remain on sugar plantations as “apprentices” to ease the transition to
freedom, Antiguan planters rejected the apprentice system and voted for immediate
emancipation (Bolland 1996:109). Antiguan planters argued immediate emancipation
was in their best interests, yet sought to keep this quiet, because they feared the British
government would not compensate them for their enslaved laborers:

One of them gave us some interesting information respecting the passing of the

Abolition Bill, by the local legislature. It appears that the proprietors of Antigua

deserve less credit than they claim for this beneficent measure. It was first

proposed at a meeting of proprietors, by a planter, who produced statements to
show, that under a free system he would have to pay wages to one third only of
the negroes whom he should be required to support as apprentices; and that he
could work his estates equally well by free labour, at a less expense. The
proposition excited some commotion at first. The cry was raised that he was
betraying the secrets of the planters, and that if this came to the ears of
government, they would get no compensation. A persuasion, however, of the
superiority of the free system gained ground in future discussions, and now the
most bigoted adherents of slavery acknowledge that free labour is best and

cheapest [Sturge and Harvey 1838:20].

Though Antiguan planters advocated immediate emancipation, they bound laborers to

estates through strict labor contracts. The Antiguan legislature developed a series of

contracts that legally bound laborers to estates and specific periods of labor (Bolland
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1996:109). The contracts did not need to be written, but could be oral as long as two
witnesses were present. Laborers also suffered a loss of wages for missing work, even
with a viable excuse, and repeated absences could result in imprisonment for up to three
months with hard labor.

Antigua is also credited with introducing the wage/rent system in the British
Caribbean in which planters served as both employers and landlords as formerly enslaved
individuals continued to live in cabins inhabited during slavery and work provision
grounds on estates (Bolland 1996:109). Thus, laborers were expected to comply with
planter demands in several areas as noncompliance could result in eviction and
imprisonment.

The Antiguan legislation was considered so harsh that colonial overseers in
London overruled the Antiguan legislation and enacted a series of less harsh (though only
slightly) labor laws (Bolland 1996:109). Under these acts oral labor contracts were only
valid for a year and could be terminable at a month’s notice (Bolland 1996:109). In
addition, under these changes, the existence of a tenement was eligible as legal evidence
of the existence of a tenancy contract between the laborer and his landlord (Bolland
1996:109). Limits were set on the length of workdays, too, with laborers working nine
hours a day for a wage of nine pence a day, with one day off every week or two (Bolland
1996:109). Though these new acts were an improvement of labor and living conditions
over those passed by the Antiguan colonial legislature, wage laborers were still very
impoverished under this system and it has been argued that the material conditions of life
for the formerly enslaved would not have changed much immediately following

emancipation (Bolland 1996:109).
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4.3.1 Lawmaking in Post-Emancipation Antigua

Indeed, it becomes clear that there are continued struggles over laborer rights and
the social relations between planters and laborers in the decades following emancipation.
Just a year after emancipation, on August 6, 1835, “An Act for the better adjusting and
more easy Recovery of the Wages of Servants in Husbandry, and of Acrtificers,
Handicraftsmen, and other Labourers employed upon Estates, and for the better
Regulation of such Servants, Artificers, Handicraftsmen, and other Labourers” was
passed (ABNA, LA). This law superceded the 1834 law and created more provisions for
laborers, namely the ability to appeal to Justices of the Peace throughout the island and
not just in the capital of St. John’s. However, the law also decrees that employers are
able to file complaints about laborers “concerning any midsdemeanor, miscarriage, or ill-
behaviour” (ABNA, LA). Additionally, laborers found guilty of any of these offenses
were subject to up to a month of jail time with hard labor.

While the 1835 Act purports to provide easier means for laborers to appeal for
missed wages, it also clearly outlines the circumstances in which laborers forfeit their
right to a wage. The Act stipulates,

[Any laborer] who shall absent himself or herself from the service of his or her

master, mistress, or employer without a reasonable excuse, or who shall willfully

neglect or refuse to perform his or her ordinary duty or allotted work, or who shall
damage the property of his or her master, mistress, or employer by any unlawful
act or culpable neglect, or endanger the same by a careless or improper use of fire,
or who shall ill-use any cattle or other live stock that shall be intrusted to his or
her care, shall be considered to be guilty of a misdemeanor within the intent and
meaning of this Act [ABNA, LA].

Here, the law makes it clear that the rights of employers are valued much more than those

of laborers. The many reasons for which an employer can deny a laborer wages are
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outlined very clearly. On the other hand, the rights of workers are not clearly defined and
even though the Act stipulates that laborers are able to appeal for lost wages, it only
mandates that the Justice of the Peace hear and determine all “complaints, differences,
and disputes” (ABNA, LA). It appears the law has created many instances in which an
employer has the right to deny a worker wages but none in which a laborer could claim
lost wages.

This Act only applied to laborers on estates. Therefore, less than a month later,
on August 24, 1835, an additional Act by the same name was passed to include all
laborers on the island, not just those on sugar estates (ABNA, LA). Further clarification
of worker’s rights, or lack thereof, is made in “An Act for Better Regulating Menial
Servants” passed on September 14, 1835 (ABNA, LA). It stipulates menial servants be
grouped under “general hiring” and therefore be subject to the same laws as laborers in
the two previous acts.

Interestingly, children also become a labor force to exploit following
emancipation. In the period of slavery, the children of enslaved laborers would
themselves automatically be enslaved and owned by the planter who owned the child’s
mother. Yet, following emancipation, children were free to work outside of estates and
therefore apprenticeship laws were created in Antigua to regulate children to
apprenticeships. While many children conducted agricultural labor alongside their
parents, apprenticeship offered children another avenue of employment that would not
have been available during the period of slavery. It also provided an opportunity for
guardians and churchwardens to relieve themselves of the responsibility of taking care of

orphans and other children. On July 15, 1843, “An Act to authorise the binding of
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Apprentices, and to regulate Apprenticeships within this Island” was passed, creating a
law:

to authorise and empower parents, reputed parents, guardians, and others to bind

infants under the wage of twenty-one years as apprentices to any crafts, trades, or

occupations, and also to permit and suffer all persons engaged in such crafts,
trades and occupations to receive and take such infants as apprentices, and to
establish certain rules and regulations for the good ordering of all matters
appertaining thereto [ABNA, LA].
The law stipulates that apprentices in Antigua would follow apprenticeship laws created
in England that mandate children be at least ten years of age before entering an
apprenticeship and protects apprentices from misuse by their masters, yet also allows
masters to charge apprentices with misbehavior and to extend the period of servitude if
apprentices miss periods of their indenture (ABNA, LA).

The implementation of an apprentice law in the decades following emancipation
demonstrates the need to provide for a growing class of free laborers. The children of
free, wage laborers were no longer bound to work on sugar estates but, in some cases,
had the option of becoming apprentices and learning a trade. While many of these trades
still served the production of sugar in Antigua, the island society was moving towards
one in which the labor force was given more freedom of movement.

In the decades following emancipation, Antiguan laws did not solely focus on the
issues surrounding labor specifically, but, like the decades prior to emancipation, also
addressed issues of social behavior and control. On April 24, 1858, “An Act to extend
the Provisions of an Act, intituled ‘An Act for the Punishment of Idle and Disorderly

Persons, Rogues, and VVagabonds, incorrigible Rogues, or other Vagrants in this Island’”

was passed (ABNA, LA). As the title suggests, the law expands on the July 1834 law
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that forced people to labor and prohibited idle behavior. Whereas the 1834 law forbade
idleness in that people were deemed idle if they were found begging for alms, the new
law expands the legal definition of idleness to include any kind of loitering. The law
states:
every person being able to maintain himself or herself by work and found idling
in the public streets, highways, or other public places, and having no reasonable
excuse or cause for being so found idling, and all persons found remaining in the
public streets, highways, or other public places without good and sufficient cause,
or congregating therein after being warned by an peace officer to move on or
disperse, and all persons sitting in any public street other than the usual and
customary market-place for the purpose of vending any article whatsoever, shall
be deemed and taken to be idle and disorderly persons within the intent and
meaning of the said recited Act [ABNA, LA].
The Act also convicted people for exposing themselves in public and carrying guns or
other offensive weapons, including a cutlass, a tool common in agricultural labor
(ABNA, LA). The law went further to prohibit public dancing without a license and
gives peace officers the right to enter households in which there is dancing or other
amusement, such as gaming (ABNA, LA). Finally, the Act made keeping a “disorderly
house to the nuisance of those in its vicinity,” a crime.** Most of these crimes were
punishable with fines; however, inability to pay fines subjected an individual for up to
three months in jail.

The 1858 Act greatly expands on the 1834 Act in prohibiting the social freedoms

of people in Antigua. Whereas the 1834 law appeared to prohibit idleness as a means to

12 Though, the term “disorderly house” tends to connote houses of prostitution or brothels in the United
States, in the Antiguan legislation of this time period, the phrase is probably used in light of the Disorderly
Houses Act of 1751 in which a “disorderly house” refers to one in which the general public peace is
disturbed by the activities that go on within the house. A special emphasis was placed on gaming and
betting as being indicative of “disorderly houses” as well as general misconduct, but no specific references
to prostitution are made.
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ensure the availability of a labor force for Antiguan planters, the 1858 law directly
assaults the social lives of Antiguans and prohibits many activities. It seeks to control
how and when people congregate by prohibiting dancing and gaming in households
without a special license. It also directly influences the daily lives of people by extending
the power of the law to the household. The stipulation that a “disorderly house” was
against the law affects how people live in their own households and the law does not
specify what specifically constitutes a “disorderly house.” Therefore, it gives almost
complete power to colonial authorities to regulate how people live, including what types
of activities are appropriate within the household, and how people conduct themselves,
even within their own home.

As is evident, the use of legislation to coerce the Afro-Antiguan population occurs
throughout the decades following emancipation. It is clear that Antiguan planters and the
Antiguan legislature worked to continue a social system of control over not just the
methods of labor, but also and more strikingly the lives of the formerly enslaved.

While an examination of the legislation passed in the decades just prior to and
following emancipation can give a glimpse into how Antiguan planters sought to
manipulate social relations in the period of emancipation, several questions arise. First,
were such laws passed in anticipation of social problems or in response to them? That is,
were the social situations the laws speak of actually reflective of the behavior of Afro-
Antiguans, or were they merely situations white planters wished to avoid or assumed
people would engage in based on racial sentiments? One of the datasets that might point
to addressing these issues is the court record. While court cases reflect the biases of

white Antiguans in prosecuting Afro-Antiguans, they also point to the laws and situations
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white Antiguans prioritized and can lend insights into what their priorities were in
charging people with crimes. It also gives some insights into the activities of Afro-
Antiguans as they lived and worked in the newly freed society and resisted the
impositions of the Antiguan legislature.
4.3.2 Court Cases in Post-Emancipation Antigua
Charges brought before the Antiguan Court give a glimpse into the types of
offenses Antiguans were committing, and also point to the types of offenses the Antiguan
justice system prioritized by charging people and making rulings in court. Following
emancipation, a large number of court cases were brought before the Antiguan Court, yet
does not necessarily suggest a rise in social unrest.
In the lobby he was introduced to the Chief Justice of the island, who said, in the
course of a few minutes’ conversation, that it was not to be supposed that crime
had really increased because there were now heavy calendars. Cases came before
the magistrate which were formerly decided by the masters. The peaceable and
orderly conduct of the people had exceeded his anticipations; and there was no
one he believed, who would deny, that the general result of Emancipation had
more than equaled his expectations [Sturge and Harvey 1838:37].
The shift to emancipation, then, would seemingly ensure the rights of the formerly
enslaved by requiring that disputes be arbitrated in a court of law as opposed to under the
judgment of planters. Yet, the types of cases that were brought to the Antiguan courts
following emancipation strongly suggest that white planters who now served as
employers and landlords took advantage of the judicial system in charging Afro-
Antiguans for crimes.

Court cases from 1839 through 1846 are documented in the Antigua and Barbuda

National Archives (ABNA, Court Records 1839-1846 [CR]). No court cases from 1842



180

were listed and cases heard in 1833 and 1834 were recorded together. Four hundred
sixty-nine cases were heard over the seven-year period and 92 individual charges were
made against people in these cases. The cases have been divided into topical categories
in order to analyze the types of crimes being tried in court and whether these relate to
issues of labor, domestic life, social activities, or other social problems.

The majority of cases (196) are concerned with social and romantic relationships
contingent on the definition of marriage (Table 4.1). For instance, 69 cases of
concubinage were brought before the court with over half of these cases (39) being
charged in 1839 (ABNA, CR). In all cases, women were charged with concubinage and
it is unclear what the specific nature of concubinage is in each case. Though charges of

concubinage might suggest these women were in relationships with white planters, in

Charge 1839 1840 1841 1843/44 1845 1846 Total
Adultery 3 1 5 2 3 11 25
Adultery and Concubinage 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Brawls with Concubinage 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Concubinage 37 5 10 1 3 13 69
Fornication 4 7 6 0 1 23 41
Fornication and Illegitimate 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Child

Fornication and Living 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
together

Fornication and Pregnancy 0 0 7 3 2 35 47
Non-proven Concubinage 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Pregnancy 0 0 0 0 0 6 6
Privy to Pregnancy of her 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Daughter

Attempt at Violent 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Seduction

Attempt to Seduce a 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Woman from Fidelity

Total 44 13 29 9 10 91 196

Table 4.1 Court cases relating to social and romantic relationships
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some cases, women may have been in romantic relationships with Afro-Antiguans of a
higher social status such as plantation overseers or managers. One case of non-proven
concubinage was brought before the court in 1839. Other charges relating to social and
romantic relationships include charges of adultery, fornication, pregnancy out of
wedlock, and one woman was charged with being “privy to the pregnancy of her
daughter,” and presumably trying to protect her daughter by keeping the pregnancy a
secret (ABNA, CR). In addition to these charges, there are two cases relating to
seduction, including a man being charged with violent seduction and a man charged with
attempting “to seduce a woman from fidelity” (ABNA, CR).

These court cases point to a specific interest in maintaining a social order in
which there are strict social rules about whom it is appropriate to enter into a relationship
with and how that relationship is to be conducted. As many Afro-Antiguan women were
charged with concubinage and adultery, it becomes clear that the Antigua legislature
frowned on mixed-race relationships. While this, in large part, is due to racist sentiment,
at least one account argues that immoral whites threatened the advancement of Afro-
Antiguans. While visiting a school for Afro-Antiguan girls following emancipation,
travelers were alerted to the fate of three of the most promising students. “Dreadful evils
are occasioned to some of these scholars, from the lax morals of a part of the white
inhabitants of the colony. Within the last three months, three girls have left the school in
consequence of having formed improper connexions with white men” (Sturge and
Harvey 1838:17-18; emphasis in original). Inappropriate relationships between races in

Antigua, then, disrupted the social order of society following emancipation.
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In addition to preventing mixed race relationships, the Antiguan legislature also
sought to prohibit relationships between members of different social classes by punishing
concubinage. As Antiguan society slowly moved towards one that was dependent on
several social classes, and not just the distinction between planter and enslaved laborer,
the social etiquette surrounding the mingling of different social classes became more
complicated. If the Antiguan legislature could regulate social and romantic relationships,
then it could attempt to shape society and keep different social groups distinct from one
another and limit upward mobility within society.

One hundred two cases were heard in court relating to social problems, with 32
individual charges being brought to the court (ABNA, CR; Table 4.2). These charges
include bad language, inappropriate behavior in church, and making mischief. Many of
the charges address behaviors that are prohibited in the 1858 Act regarding Social
Conduct and Idling but are not specifically outlined in the 1834 Act (ABNA, LA).
Therefore, it might be likely that the 1858 Act reflects complaints and charges that had
been filed in the two decades following emancipation and they were thus incorporated
into the 1858 law. For instance, four charges are related to dancing including dancing
and making mischief, dancing at brawls, fighting at a dance, and dancing without leave of
manager (ABNA, CR). In addition to issues of dancing, many charges are brought up
regarding the Sabbath and churchgoing including bad behavior, conduct, and language in
church or Sunday School, defamation of a church, Sabbath breaking, and fighting in
Church (ABNA, CR). Other charges relate to idleness and behavior in public spaces such

as a case brought against a man for sitting and idling in town, a charge for rudeness about
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Total

Abuse of Collections for
Improving the Neglect of
children

Abusive and Indecent
Language

Abusive Language

Bad behaviour and mischief in
Church

Bad behaviour in Church

Bad Conduct in Church

Bad Language

Bad Language in Sunday
School

Busybody and Causing
Disruptions

Contempt of Summons
Conviction before Magistrate
Dancing and Mischief at St.
Mark’s

Dancing at Brawls

Dancing without leave of
Manager

Defamation of Church
Disobedience to Summons
Disturbance in Church
Disturbance in Sunday School
Feard against the Church
Fighting at a Dance

Fighting in Church during
Services

Fined before a Magistrate
Impotance of sitting and idling
at Parson’s gig

Improper Language
Interference to Return People
Language in Church

Leaving her House Improperly
Making Mischief

Rudeness about the waters tub
Rudness during Divine Service
Sabbath Breaking

Witchcraft
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Table 4.2 Court cases relating to Social Conduct



184

the water tubs in town, and a person being charged with being a busybody and causing
disruptions (ANBA, CR). In addition, one woman was charged with witchcraft in 1841
and an individual was charged with interfering with returning people to estates in 1839
(ABNA, CR).

These court cases speak to ways in which the Antiguan courts influenced the
social relations of power in Antigua. By deciding what types of behavior to try in court,
the justice system set a precedent for what freedoms people would be afforded following
emancipation and, at the same time, informed the legislature by setting legal precedent in
creating laws. In general, these charges reflect a desire to control various aspects of
people’s lives by regulating social decorum in various public situations. Some charges
do regulate personal and domestic activities and, as noted earlier, also infringe upon
people’s relationships by mandating whom it is appropriate to have a relationship with
and who it is not.

In addition to crimes relating to social relationships and social conduct, there are
many charges brought before the court relating to crimes such as trespassing, theft, and
fighting and assault (ABNA, CR; Table 4.3). Only one charge of trespassing was
brought before the court in 1843-1844 (ANBA, CR). Men were charged with
trespassing, though, while trying to reestablish social networks by visiting wives and
other family members on different estates (Sturge and Harvey 1838:26). Ninety-nine
cases of abuse, assault, and fighting were heard in the court in this period, with 70 people
being charged with brawls (ABNA, CR). Thirty-two cases of theft were brought to court
and, in most cases; small items were stolen most probably for survival (ABNA, CR). For

instance, one person was charged with stealing yams to eat while another was charged
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with stealing food to feed his pig. In another case, a person was charged with stealing a
fishpot and one person was charged with stealing lumber. Nine cases of stealing cane
were brought to the court and 1 case of canebreaking (ABNA, CR). Interestingly,
stealing cane was common during the period of slavery and it is only after emancipation
that it becomes a crime punishable by law (Sturge and Harvey 1838:35-36). In each of

these cases, it appears theft was employed as a means to ensure survival either by

Charge 1839 1840 1841 1843/44 1845 1846 Total
Burglary 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Canebreaking 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Habitual Theft 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
House of Correction 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
House of Correction: 0 0 0 0 0 4 4
Stealing Canes

Stealing Cane 0 1 1 0 1 2 5
Stealing 0 0 0 0 0 3 3
Stealing a Pistol 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Stealing Plants for Pig 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Stealing Yams 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Theft 0 2 0 0 1 6 9
Theft of Fishpot 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Theft of lumber and house 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
of correction

Theft: 3 offenses 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Trespass and Conviction 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Abuse 0 0 2 0 0 0 2
Abuse and Assault 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Assault 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Brawls 0 10 27 23 1 9 70
Brawls and Fighting 0 0 0 0 0 10 10
Brawls and Language 0 0 0 4 0 0 4
Brawls on Sabbath 0 0 0 4 0 0 4
Fighting 0 0 0 0 0 4 4
Fighting after decisions of 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Church

Violent Assault 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Total 0 15 31 35 7 44 132

Table 4.3: Court cases relating to theft, fighting, and assault
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procuring food products or items seen as vital to individuals. There were, for instance, no
cases in which money or items of great worth were stolen, with the exception of there
being one case where an individual was charged with stealing a pistol (ABNA, CR). In
many instances, it can be argued that petty theft occurred.

Domestic disputes are also heard in the court and 30 charges were made in the
Antiguan court between 1839 and 1846 (ABAN, CR; Table 4.4). Fourteen of these cases
include some kind of charge of mistreatment or abuse towards the wife whereas 9 include
a charge of fighting or abuse towards the husband. One woman was charged with

separating from her husband and there were two cases of family brawls (ABNA, CR).

Charge 1839 1840 1841 1843/44 1845 1846 Total
Beating and Abandoning 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Wife

Brawls and Beating Wife 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Brawls with Husband 0 0 4 0 0 0 4
Brawls with Wife 0 0 4 0 0 1 5
Breach of Marriage 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Contract

Cutting Husband 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Disobedience to Husband 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Family Brawls 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
Fighting with Husband 0 0 0 0 0 3 3
Fighting with Wife 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Illtreatment of Wife 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Living in Adultery 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Malpractices to Wife 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Mistreatment to Wife 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Separation from Husband 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Treatment to Wife 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
Total 2 2 11 1 3 11 30

Table 4.4: Court cases relating to domestic disputes
Interestingly, there are only 9 cases relating to labor disputes from 1839 through
1946 (ABNA, CR; Table 4.5). Four cases of improper language to servants were brought

before the court, along with 2 charges of abusive language to helpers and 3 cases of abuse
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to helpers. All of these charges were heard between 1839 and 1841. All of these
complaints are against employers and no specifically labor-related cases were brought
before the court in which an employer charged a laborer. However, it is highly likely
employers charged a variety of other charges, such as theft and indecent behavior, against
laborers. It is telling that such a small number of cases were brought to the court against
employers. What’s more, the lack of such charges from 1843 through 1846 suggests
employers were not found guilty or the consequences of bringing an employer to court far
outweighed the benefits. Laborers not only lost wages when they missed work to press
charges, but no doubt also suffered repercussions and punishments from planters such as

loss of work or eviction as most laborers were also tenants on estates.

Charge 1839 1840 1841 1843/44 1845 1846 Total
Abuse to Helpers 2 0 1 0 0 0 3
Abusive Language to 0 1 1 0 0 0 2
Helpers

Improper Language to 4 0 0 0 0 0 4
Servant

Total 6 1 2 0 0 0 9

Table 4.5: Court cases relating to labor disputes

Most people who were found guilty of crimes were charged fines as punishment.
Yet the fines could be hugely restrictive on the lives of free laborers who were getting a
minimal wage already. For instance, one boy was charged with stealing a piece of sugar
cane and charged a fine of seven dollars, the equivalent of three months of wages (Sturge
and Harvey 1838:21-22). In some cases, plantation managers would pay for laborers’
fines and then take a percentage out of their wages until the amount owed was
reimbursed. This occurred in at least one case in which a laborer, who had been sick for

over a week and therefore missed a week’s wages, was forced to steal yams to prevent
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starvation (Sturge and Harvey 1838:35). In most cases, however, fines were paid through
a collection from the convicted person’s family and friends (Sturge and Harvey 1838:34-
35).

Ultimately, these court cases demonstrate, to some extent, how the post-
emancipation legislation in Antigua was enforced and, in some instances, how the types
of cases brought before the court influenced additional legislation in the decades
following emancipation. It becomes abundantly clear that the lives of people were
manipulated in various ways to maintain a certain social order following emancipation.
People were restricted in the types of people with whom they could associate and in the
types of activities in which they engaged. In addition, crimes that were tolerated prior to
emancipation, or at least seemingly tolerated, such as stealing cane, were now punishable.

Following emancipation, through new legislation and the enforcement of these
laws, Antiguan planters were able to maintain a society in which many of the social
relations of slavery still dominated the social landscape of Antigua. In many ways
laborers were still highly dependent on planters and the sugar enterprise on the island.
The lack of viable employment off estates forced people to continue to work on sugar
plantations and the new system of tenancy further tied people to plantations by forcing
people to use their wages to pay their employers for rent.

4.3.3 Planters’ Viewpoints on Emancipation

Antiguan planters express, in no uncertain terms, the benefits of emancipation on
their estates. In several cases, the shift to emancipation appears to have saved estates that
were in debt because of the compensation that was given to planters for the loss of their

property, that is, the relinquishing of enslaved laborers to freedom.
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Several properties in this situation were on the point of being abandoned.
Nothing could have saved them but a legislative measure of Emancipation...On
the passing of the Emancipation Bill, the compensation money enabled the
mortgagees to make some settlement of the affairs; superfluous hands, or rather
mouths, were dismissed; the cultivation resumed with a fair prospect | of success;
and ‘the agent has been a happy man ever since.” With regard to the general
welfare of the colony, he told us that the proprietary body are more prosperous
than before. Some estates have thrown off their load of debt, others have passed
into the possession of capitalists, by whom their cultivation can be more
effectively carried on [Sturge and Harvey 1838:44-45].

Similarly, at least 8 estates that had ceased production during the period of slavery were
able to reinstate sugar production following emancipation (Gurney 1840:52-53).

In addition to being able to relieve themselves of debt, Antiguan planters were
able to save money following emancipation on labor. One of the complaints that come to
the forefront of labor relations during slavery was the lack of productivity of enslaved
laborers. Following emancipation, planters were able to employ only as many laborers as
they needed.

Now a subsequent and somewhat extensive enquiry has led us to the conviction,

that on most of the properties of Antigua, and in general throughout the West

Indies, one-third only of the slaves were operative. What with childhood, age,

infirmity, sickness, sham sickness, and other causes, full two-thirds of the negro

population might be regarded as dead weight. And further, the number of free

laborers employed for the same quantity of work, is now decidedly less than this
third. We may therefore fairly reckon that the pecuniary saving, on many of the
estates in Antigua, by the change of slave for free labor, is at least thirty per cent

[Gurney 1840:58; emphasis in original].

In addition to saving money on the number of laborers they had to employ, the costs of
hiring wage laborers were far cheaper than the costs of sustaining the enslaved population

and supplying them with food and clothing. One account states, “[Enslaved laborers’]

average weekly expense of clothing and allowances was twenty-seven pounds. [The
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planter] has now double the amount of effective labour; namely, fifty-seven persons,
whose wages amount only to fifteen pounds weekly” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:32). The
overall economy of the wage labor system over the slave labor system does not just rest
on the actual outcomes of Antiguan planters but is also suffused with capitalist sentiment.
One traveler to Antigua argues:

Besides this affair of arithmetic, however, there is the general consideration, that

slavery and waste are twin sisters, whereas freedom is married to economy.

Under the generous stimulus of equal liberty, short methods of labor are invented,

machinery is introduced, every man black and white is thrown upon his own

exertions, and into the whole community co-operation infuses wealth [Gurney

1840:58; emphasis in original].

In this light, the bolstering of the profitability of Antiguan plantations due to the decrease
in costs relating to labor is only one aspect of economy that will result from the shift to
free, wage labor. Other tenets of capitalist progress, namely the reduction of labor and
the introduction of machinery, are cited as movements that will naturally occur as a result
of the shift to wage labor.

Indeed, in many ways, planters felt great relief as the shift to wage labor relieved
them of the responsibility of maintaining their own labor force. Whereas during the
period of slavery, planters had to provide food and clothing for their laborers and were
concerned with their overall health, at least to the extent that health affected labor, the
switch to wage labor placed the responsibility of the reproduction of the labor force on
the laborers themselves and gave the planters considerable freedom in being able to
choose from a wider pool of laborers in deciding whom to hire. In general, emancipation

for enslaved laborers also became an emancipation from responsibility for the planters:

“Many [planters] speak in emphatic terms of the annoyances they have escaped by the



191

change, and of the comparative comfort with which they now manage their estates. The
measure has been felt to be one of emancipation of masters as well as slaves, from a most
oppressive bondage...” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:64).

Overall, planters did not suffer due to the loss of their enslaved laborers, but on
the contrary, appear to have prospered with the switch to emancipation in Antigua.
Following emancipation, exports in sugar and rum increased in Antigua in comparison
with the last five years of slavery (Table 4.6; Gurney 1840:67-68). Costs of managing
plantations were cut on average by at least one-fifth from the cost of doing so during the
period of slavery (Sturge and Harvey 1838:64). Furthermore, the continued success of
sugar production in Antigua following emancipation led to a large increase in the value of

property on the island in just a few year’s time (Gurney 1840:54-55; Sturge and Harvey

1838:31)

1829-1833 1834-1838 Difference
Sugar 12189 Hogsheads 13545 Hogsheads +1356 Hogsheads
Molasses 3308 Puncheons 8308 Puncheons +5000 Puncheons
Rum 2468 Puncheons 1109 Puncheons -1359 Puncheons

Table 4.6: Differences in sugar, molasses, and rum exportation in the five years just
prior to and following emancipation.

The success of Antigua’s system of coercion after emancipation led to the
propagation of “the Antigua Model” in other British Caribbean colonies such as Jamaica
and Barbados. In these islands, though, the shift to emancipation was seen as less
successful than in Antigua in the eyes of the planters. In trying to propagate the Antigua
Model abroad, it is clear that Antigua’s unique approach to emancipation was only

successful in Antigua because of the landscapes of sugar that had been carefully created
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in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries on the island. These landscapes could not be
reproduced on other islands.
4.4 Propagating the Antigua Model Abroad

In the aftermath of emancipation in Antigua, the question arises as to why the
Antigua Model of emancipation was so successful on the island and how Antigua’s
experience with emancipation compares with other islands in the Caribbean region.

By all accounts, the Antigua Model was very successful on the island. The series
of strict labor and social laws meant to continually coerce the formerly enslaved to work
and live on sugar estates, appears to have been extremely effective. There is a lack of
civil unrest and revolts throughout the nineteenth century in Antigua and it appears the
transition to freedom in Antigua went well. Yet, despite being free, Antiguan laborers
were forced to continue to labor and live under conditions that were seemingly not much
different from those imposed during the period of slavery.

One of the biggest contributors to the success of emancipation in Antigua was the
lack of options for formerly enslaved individuals on the island. Antigua’s small size, and
complete deforestation during early colonization, left very little options for wage laborers
on the island. Plantations occupied most of the arable land on the island and very little
other employment opportunities were available on the island. This, in large part,
reflected the ideal situation for colonial policymakers who argued low population density
was one of the biggest threats to the success of “freedom” throughout the British
Caribbean (Holt 1992:45). Other analyses similarly characterize the shift to

emancipation as one of colonial administration and measure its success in terms of the
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continued profitability of the plantation system as opposed to the improvement of
lifeways for the formerly enslaved (Green 1976).

Antigua, then, was well situated to be the model for post-emancipation success.
The almost complete use of land in Antigua for sugar estates affected the trajectories of
social life for Afro-Antiguans during the periods of both slavery and freedom. For
instance, there is almost no tradition of marronage in Antigua unlike other British
Caribbean islands such as Dominica and Jamaica. The lack of available land for use by
Afro-Antiguans also left little room for peasant lifeways to emerge as they did on other
islands of the Caribbean (Beckles 1997; Marshall 1996; Mintz 1996). In large part, these
geographic limitations of space and land use on Antigua led to the vast success of the
harsh labor contracts after emancipation. Laborers literally had no where else to go on
the island and, in most cases, were given no other option than to remain as wage laborers
on the estate where they had been formerly enslaved. Antigua was well suited for
immediate emancipation and the continued success of sugar from a colonial perspective.

This trajectory of post-emancipation lifeways stands in contrast to experiences in
other parts of the British Caribbean that were influenced not just by policies relating to
emancipation but also to the specific social relations of slavery within particular islands.
For instance, islands such as Jamaica, in which there was a long history of marronage and
peasant lifeways during the period of slavery, had markedly different experiences of post-
emancipation society than Antigua. In Jamaica, laborers were able to increase production
of provisions and procurement of locally-grown foodstuffs following emancipation,
resulting in a dramatic shift in dietary practices from the period of slavery to post-

emancipation (Armstrong 1990:274-275). This shift marks both a decrease in provisions
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allocated by planters on the estate and an increase in local production of marketable
provisions (Armstrong 1990:276). This trend, though, is contingent on the availability of
land for provisioning off the estates, an opportunity not afforded to Antiguan laborers
where arable provision grounds were still largely confined to estate property.

In addition, the system of apprenticeship in Jamaica met varying degrees of
success in terms of controlling the labor force, and often incited specific forms of
punishment against laborers who resisted the new system of labor. During the period of
apprenticeship Jamaica laborers consistently refused to work more than the required
weekly hours, refused to work for a wage on their “free” day, and increasingly argued for
better working conditions (Holt 1992:61). One of the ways the colonial government
sought to combat the resistance of apprentices was through a system of punishment in
workshops. A series of workshops throughout the island of Jamaica, constructed during
the period of slavery for convicted peoples of African descent, were expanded following
emancipation (Altink 2001). During the period of slavery, these workshops were
reserved for people how had committed serious crimes, but following emancipation
apprentices who committed petty offenses “ranging from neglect of work to theft and
running away” were sentenced to the workshops (Altink 2001:41). The development of
workshops as a system of punishment circumvented the clause in the Abolition Act that
forbid planters to punish their former slaves (Altink 2001:41-42). Still, the workshops
enforced a series of inhumane punishments against apprentices including “flogging, a
short allowance of food, extra time on the [treadmill], the stocks and solitary

confinement” (Altink 2001:42). The Jamaican workshop system sought to deter
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apprentices from resisting the new form of labor through harsh punishments that mirrored
much of the inhumane treatments towards enslaved laborers.

Resistance to the apprenticeship system was not isolated to Jamaica, but rather
was common throughout the British Caribbean and methods of dealing with the
apprenticed workforce varied from island to island. One of the greatest areas of
contention among the workers was with the ambiguity of the status of “apprentice” as the
formerly enslaved demanded to be fully free:

There was widespread opposition to the apprenticeship system from the

apprentices, who wanted complete freedom; many of them considered it a

conspiracy on the part of local elites to keep freedom from them. In St. Kitts,

martial law had to be declared and the militia was also needed in Montserrat;
there was disorder in Essequibo, Guiana, and hundreds demonstrated in

opposition to apprenticeship in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad (Bolland 1981:594).

St. Kitts witnessed a series of organized riots to protest the apprenticeship system (Frucht
1975). In part motivated by news of full emancipation in Antigua, St. Kittian workers
organized en masse to strike following emancipation on August 1, 1834 (Frucht
1975:205). When martial law was imposed on the workers, many fled into the mountains
where several maroon settlements had been established during the period of slavery
(Frucht 1975:210-212). Eventually the colonists forced the apprentices back to the sugar
estates by burning their settlements and driving them out of the mountains with military
force, yet workers continued to resist the apprentice system by reluctantly working and
challenging planters and magistrates (Frucht 1975:212).

Despite the adoption of the apprenticeship system by most of the other British

Caribbean islands, and the particular nuances of the shift to emancipation on each island,

Antigua in large part served as the model of free society within the British Caribbean
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(Bolland 1981; 1996; 1999). Two aspects of the Antiguan approach to emancipation
were attempted, with varying degrees of success, in other parts of the Caribbean: the
contract system and the wage/rent system.

In both cases, the Antiguan systems were not as effective throughout the
Caribbean as they were in Antigua. This is demonstrated most pertinently in the effects
of the wage/rent system throughout the Caribbean. The wage/rent system was adapted
differently throughout the British Caribbean. For instance, in Barbados laborers were
able to occupy a house rent-free in exchange for working five days a week, yet in
Jamaica laborers were forced to pay a part of their wages for rent and rent prices were
highly variable throughout the island in some cases were based on the number of people
living within a house (Bolland 1981:596). The cost of rent in relation to wages earned
was also greatly variable throughout the British Caribbean with rent ranging from about
20% of wages in Tobago and Barbados to up to 48% in Jamaica (Bolland 1981:596).
Planters similarly met mixed degrees of success in collecting rent and oftentimes resorted
to withholding rent from laborers’ wages (Bolland 1981:596-597).

In general, the Antiguan approach to emancipation met mixed degrees of success
on other British Caribbean islands. In large part, this has been attributed to the
availability of land on different islands and the opportunities that affords the formerly
enslaved. For instance, planters were able to maintain control over the labor force and
ensure a steady labor supply on islands such as Antigua, Barbados, and St. Kitts where
plantations occupied most of the arable lands on these islands and population density was
high (Bolland 1981:600). In places such as Jamaica, Trinidad, and Guiana where land

was more readily available, laborers consistently emigrated from estates and formed
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peasant communities, sustaining their families through small-scale provisioning and
internal markets (Bolland 1981:600).

Land not just allowed for alternate lifestyles but also served as a huge bargaining
point for wage laborers in Jamaica (Armstrong 1990:51; Hall 1959). Exorbitant rent
could be negotiated because laborers were not as bound to living on the plantations as in
Antigua. In addition, Jamaican laborers rejected the dual role of the planter as employer
and landlord and instead more successfully argued for the freedom to choose an employer
(Armstrong 1990:51). In the face of these demands, Jamaican planters were forced to
divorce wages from rent payment, yet the number of wage laborers living on the estates
where they were employed declined steadily throughout the nineteenth century
(Armstrong 1990:51). Such opportunities for land ownership in Antigua only came
several decades following emancipation when sugar prices fell, forcing planters to
rescind property, then freeing up affordable land for laborers. Still, even then, many
laborers rented plots from churches and missionary groups rather than purchasing their
own land (Sturge and Harvey 1838:31).

The availability of land, though, does not solely explain the trajectories of post-
emancipation societies throughout the British Caribbean. In the case of Belize, then
British Honduras, land was readily available for the formerly enslaved to inhabit
following emancipation, yet mahogany lords were able to effectively control the labor
force and maintain a steady supply of labor (Bolland 1981:602). Bolland (1981) argues
for social factors that influenced labor control including labor contracts, tight control of
trade and imports, and a system of wage payment and debts that almost ensured laborers

would spend their advanced wages and thus be held in debt to mahogany lords. Like in
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Antigua then, mahogany lords in Belize ensured that laborers would have no other
options but to remain dependent on the systems of labor, wages, and coercion that they
had designed.

While post-emancipation Antigua was marked as a success among planters and
the colonial elite, the question arises as to how emancipation affected the lives of laborers
in Antigua. How were their lives changed following emancipation and what freedoms
were they now granted as free, wage laborers? For instance, amidst the series of strict
labor and social laws following emancipation, some have argued the material conditions
of life for the formerly enslaved would not have changed much following emancipation
(Bolland 1996:109). Considering Antigua’s unique system of social control then, one
must reevaluate the notion of enslaved versus free, wage laborer and recontextualize
these social positions within Antiguan society during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.

4.5 Green Castle Estate in Post-Emancipation Antigua

Throughout the period of social change from slavery to freedom in Antigua, sugar
production continued at Green Castle Estate. While Samuel Martin died in the late
eighteenth century, the estate was inherited by one of his heirs, Sir Henry Martin. Henry
Martin seemed to share a passion for planting and plantation improvement with Samuel
Martin as a travel account speaks to how he continued to develop ways to increase the
efficiency of labor and production at Green Castle Estate.

At Green Castle, an estate of Sir Henry Martin’s, there was a simple and

ingenious plan for diminishing the labor of the negros in carrying the bundles of

canes up the acclivity on which the mill is built. Two light revolving cylinders

were mounted, one at the foot of the ascent, the other at the top; canvass was
tightly stretched over both and from one to the other, and ledges of wood fastened
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across this bridge of communications, against which the junks of canes rested.

The axle of the upper cylinder was connected with the moving power, and

thereby, as it went round, brought up the canes in constant succession to the hands

of the boatswain or feeder of the mill [Murray 1825:261].

Itis likely, then, that during the early nineteenth century, life and labor continued at
Green Castle Estate in much the same way it had under the management of Samuel
Martin. Yet, Green Castle Estate also became a site of a mission school for enslaved
laborers just prior to emancipation (Blouet 1990:632). Thus, though sugar production
continued at Green Castle Estate, Henry Martin was progressive in providing enslaved
laborers access to education at his plantation, a process that contributed to the shift to
emancipation in Antigua.

Following emancipation, the historical record does not offer many insights into
the nature of life and production at Green Castle Estate, though sugar production
continued at the plantation through the first half of the twentieth century. As Samuel
Martin offered his enslaved laborers incentives such as provisioning grounds and, given
the lack of free land for settlement following emancipation, it is highly likely many of the
laborers that had been enslaved at Green Castle Estate continued to live and work there
following emancipation. Yet, as | will argue in the following chapter, the formerly
enslaved at Green Castle Estate were able to take advantage of opportunities available
under the new system of freedom to improve their lives and exercise agency in forging a
new pattern of lifeways in post-emancipation Antigua.

4.6 The Politics of Categorization
In his ethnographic research on modern-day peasantries in Dominica, Michel-

Rolph Trouillot (1988) notes the difficulties of working with a term such as “peasant.”
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“Peasant,” he argues, conjures images of medieval, European peasants and therefore any
discussion of modern-day peasantries connotes an archaic lifestyle, one surely to be
obsolete once overthrown by the engulfing expansion of a new form of global capitalism.
As Trouillot demonstrates, though, peasantries are existing and dynamic forms of social
relations that persist not in spite of an expanding global capitalism, but, in some cases, in
response to it. For Trouillot, then, the problem becomes our conceptualization of what
constitutes a peasantry and, rather than focus on what a peasant is (or rather, what we
think a peasant is), Trouillot (1988:3-5) calls for an approach that critically examines the
social relations and processes through which one becomes a peasant.

A similar approach should be taken in examining the shift from slave to wage
labor and in associating shifts in social relations that occur alongside this change in labor
organization. The categories of “enslaved laborer” and “wage laborer” should not be
taken as a priori definitions of past populations, but rather critically reevaluated within a
specific socio-historical context. Indeed, the shift from slavery to freedom marked a
huge ideological and emotional shift for laborers who were now given the power to sell
their labor power, reconstruct families, and control their own lifeways to a greater degree.
Yet, the continued acts of coercion, subordination, and racism by British-Antiguan
planters who sought to maintain a tight control on the Antiguan labor force, should not be
ignored in examining wage laborer lifeways in nineteenth-century Antigua.

Early categorizations of enslaved laborers created a series of characteristics that
defined being an enslaved laborer. For instance, some of the most prevalent definitions
of enslaved laborers argue that the enslaved, being property themselves, could not own

property such as land (e.g. Cohen 1978). Such categorization had been useful in



201

examining slave societies comparatively and in juxtaposing slave societies with newly
emergent capitalist societies in which wage labor served as the principle organizing factor
of labor and society. More recent research, particularly in the Caribbean, though, has
highlighted the prevalence and vitality of slave markets in island economies (Beckles
1991; Beckles and Shepherd 1991; Berlin and Morgan 1991; 1993; Mintz 1983; Mintz
and Hall 1960; Mintz and Price 1976). Historical archaeology has further demonstrated
the persistence of own-account production and highlighted the complex social networks
created through processes of production, exchange, and consumption among laborers.™
This example is not meant to undermine the strong systems of coercion imposed upon
enslaved laborers, yet demonstrates that pre-conceived stipulations for what constitute an
enslaved laborer should not be assumed, but instead evaluated and situated within its
historical, cultural, and social context. Myriad social actions, relations, and networks
were employed by enslaved laborers to negotiate their social positions within a highly
subversive colonial culture.

Similarly, one’s status as a free, wage laborer does not necessarily imply freedom
of movement, freedom to choose an employer, or the freedom to own land. Instead, the
social relations of the post-emancipation Caribbean have been described more so as the
“freedom to starve” than the ideological ideas of freedom espoused by Enlightenment
thinkers. Indeed, Antigua’s post-emancipation history is characterized by a consistent

series of legislation meant to create continued control of land and labor by planters.

3 Archaeological work that focuses on these issues include Armstrong 1985, 1990, 1999, 2001, 2003;
Farnsworth 1996, 1999, 2001; Ferguson 1991, 1992; Gibson 2007; Goodwin 1982; Handler and Lange
1978; Hauser 2001; Hauser and Armstrong 1999; Haviser 1999; Heath 1997, 1999a, 1999b; Howson 1995;
Reeves 1997; Singleton 1985, 1995, 1999; Wilkie 1999, 2001; and Wilkie and Farnsworth 1999, 2005.
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In light of these circumstances, an approach to freedom in Antigua that assumes
an immediate and profound material shift in laborer lifeways could be problematic.
While there were, no doubt, vast changes in laborer lifeways and the ways they viewed
themselves following emancipation, Antiguan planters took extreme measures to
continuously control the labor force on the island. The shifts in status between enslaved
and wage laborer, then, perhaps can be understood best not as a change in social position
so much as a change in social relations. Indeed, during both the periods of slave and
wage labor, the values of planters and laborers were continuously pitted against one
another. Yet, the periods of slave and wage labor also largely contributed to defining the
relations between planter and laborer, and these shifting relations—and associations with
power and agency—should also impact the daily practice of both planters and laborers as
they each sought to preserve their interests in the face of these changes.

Thus, following the call from Trouillot (1988:3-5), the historical archaeology of
wage laborers in Antigua should examine how the formerly enslaved become free as
opposed to assuming that the shift to emancipation marked a profound change in the
material and social lives of laborers in Antigua.

4.7 Conclusions

It becomes glaringly evident that Antiguan planters and the legislature took
extreme measures to continually coerce the formerly enslaved population following
emancipation. In addition to creating strict labor laws that made free laborers almost
entirely dependent on planters for wages and access to land for households and
provisioning grounds, planters also greatly restricted the social activities in which the

formerly enslaved were allowed to engage. Amidst these changes, Antiguan planters
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were able to continually profit off of sugar production in the years following
emancipation. In many ways, the introduction of free labor created a society in which the
planters were relieved of many of the responsibilities of maintaining the health and
welfare of the laboring class. Laborers were now responsible for acquiring their own
food and clothing, no longer had access to doctors on estates, and had to compete for
work as they became dependent on a wage for survival.

Rather than create a society of free and equal individuals, then, Antiguan planters
successfully managed to transform Antiguan society into one that was still highly based
on social inequality, but through economic class rather than political freedom. Yet, as
both the Antiguan legislation and court cases demonstrate, the political freedoms of the
formerly enslaved were infringed upon, even if they were done so legally and under the
guise of seeming freedom. In light of these developments, the question arises as to what
freedoms the formerly enslaved did enjoy following emancipation. As | have argued
earlier, enslaved laborers were able to gain some degree of autonomy and cultural
freedom in the face of the coercive landscapes of slavery. In the next chapter, I turn to
the domestic assemblages of free, wage laborers at Green Castle Estate to demonstrate
that, despite post-emancipation measures of subversion, wage laborers were also able to
resist the impositions of Antiguan society and gain several degrees of autonomy in the

mid-late nineteenth century.
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Chapter Five
The Materialities of Freedom in Post-Emancipation Antigua

Antigua’s post-emancipation society was, in many ways, very similar to the
society that existed under slavery. For the most part, the formerly enslaved continued to
live and work on the estates on which they were enslaved. Antigua’s unique wage/rent
system of labor and living ensured that laborers would be continually tied to plantation
lands and would continue to provide a labor force for the sugar industry in Antigua. Yet,
despite the strict labor and tenancy laws that the Antiguan legislature passed in the
decades surrounding emancipation in Antigua, slowly the society would shift from one
that largely mirrored the social relations of slavery to one in which laborers gained more
rights and freedoms.

Following Trouillot’s (1988:3-5) call to understand how the enslaved became
free, the historical archaeology of free, wage laborers at Green Castle Estate provides a
glimpse into this process. An historical archaeology of wage laborers at Green Castle
Estate gives insights into the daily practices of wage laborers and social relations on the
plantation through changes in daily life and consumption patterns from the period of
slavery. In addition, a comparison of the artifact assemblages of enslaved and free
laborers at Green Castle Estate provides a direct means of contrasting the practices of
Afro-Antiguans during slavery and following emancipation. In this light, the ways in
which free, wage laborers sought to carve out new lifestyles for themselves amidst the
coercive society of post-emancipation Antigua comes to the forefront of understanding

what it meant to be free following emancipation.
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5.1 Post-Emancipation Landscapes

The physical landscape of Antigua had been drastically manipulated from the
island’s initial settlement through the period of slavery. The land had been deforested to
make way for agricultural production and throughout the first half of the eighteenth
century, as the sugar industry gained ground throughout Antigua, small landholdings
were consistently bought by wealthy planters who shaped the landscape of Antigua to
one dominated by large sugar estates. By the end of the first quarter of the eighteenth
century, most of the arable land on the island was being used in sugar production.

As demonstrated in the previous chapter, the carefully constructed sugar
landscapes of Antigua allowed for a post-emancipation society in which, for the most
part, laborers were still bound to the plantations on which they had been enslaved. In
large part, the unavailability of land is what contributed to the so-called success of the
Antigua Model of emancipation. With nowhere to go, the formerly enslaved were forced
to remain on sugar estates where they lived and worked. Yet, in the decades following
emancipation, slowly the landscapes of sugar in Antigua would shift to accommodate the
newly freed labor force and create a society in which free laborers had greater agency in
choosing employers and homes for themselves and their families.

One of the first shifts towards greater freedom of movement in Antigua occurred in
the first few years following emancipation as churches and missionary groups leased land
for Afro-Antiguans. For instance, the Moravian missions leased some of their land to
laborers on adjoining estates, providing a cottage and a quarter acre of land for each
tenant (Sturge and Harvey 1838:31). Travelers to the island remark that Afro-Antiguans

regarded it as a privilege to rent land from the church and report that people worked the
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land well and kept their properties orderly (Sturge and Harvey 1838:31). Though, in
1838, there were only three such settlements providing property for lease to laborers on
the island, the system was lauded and plans for expansions throughout the island were
underway. Additional mission sites, such as the Grace Hill Moravian site in St. Paul’s
Parish, were preparing land to lease to laborers as well (Sturge and Harvey 1838:33-34).

Churches and missionaries not only provided land for tenancy, but also actively
taught aspects of independent peasantry to children in day schools. For instance, one of
the Moravian missions specifically set aside land for children to till: “A part of the
mission land has been also appropriated to the children of Brother Morrish’s infant
school, who have little gardens to cultivate in their spare time. They are thus brought up
to associate pleasurable instead of painful ideas with agricultural employments” (Sturge
and Harvey 1838:31). The Moravian Church, then, actively prepared the next generation
of laborers for work not only in the sugar fields, but also in working house gardens and
provision grounds, as laborers were responsible for providing their own foodstuffs after
slavery.

In addition, while many estates appear to prosper following emancipation, some
sugar estates dissolve and the land was sold off to churches or missions, and in some rare
cases, directly to laborers (Gurney 1840:52-53; Sturge and Harvey 1938:33-34). One
account gives some insight into how Afro-Antiguan laborers created households for
themselves on newly purchased plots:

The laborers in the neighborhood bought up all the little freeholds with extreme

eagerness, made their payments faithfully, and lost no time in settling on the spots

which they had purchased. They soon framed their houses, and brought their

gardens into useful cultivation with yams, bananas, plantains, pine-apples, and
other fruits and vegetables, including plots of sugar cane...I visited several of the
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cottages, in company with the Rector of the parish, and was surprised by the

excellence of the buildings, as well as by the neat furniture, and cleanly little

articles of daily use, which we found within [Gurney 1840:63-64].

As soon as opportunities became available for the formerly enslaved to purchase property
and maintain their own households, they took advantage of them. For many, the
acquisition of property became a way to better support their families. In most cases,
post-emancipation wages were insufficient to support a family that had previously been
cared for under the system of slavery. One laborer reported the trouble he encountered
supporting a family of six on his wages: “The substance of his statement was, that their
wages of one shilling currency, a day, (about fivepence-halfpenny sterling,) were not
sufficient to maintain them. He had a wife and six children, and an old mother, to
support; of whom, two of the children only were able to earn any thing. They could not
manage without ‘minding’ their little stock” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:26). In addition to
having to support children, many families also had to support elderly family members
who could no longer work and earn a wage for themselves. In some cases, children as
young as fifteen leased land from missions to provide housing and gardens for their kin
(Sturge and Harvey 1838:31).

It is among these small enclaves of free landholdings that Antiguan villages began
to take shape within the landscape of the island. For instance, by 1840, the lands
tenanted by free laborers around the Grace Hill Moravian missionary become the village
of Liberta, so named to celebrate the freedom of its inhabitants (Gurney 1840:63).
Neighborhoods of free landholdings also sprung up around the capital of St. John’s and
English Harbour where additional work could be found as mechanics or craftsmen

(Gurney 1840:64; Sturge and Harvey 1834:31). Slowly, the landscapes of Antigua began
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to shift to reflect a post-emancipation society in which laborers were given some freedom
of movement away from plantations.

While landscapes of freedom slowly developed outside of plantation holdings, the
built environments within plantations also shifted in the period following emancipation.
Several planters undergo efforts to improve the living conditions of laborers on their
estate by remodeling houses in the former slave village and providing more land for
laborers to grow provisions. Travel accounts provide a glimpse into how post-
emancipation housing conditions on estates were characterized:

The houses are now very comfortable; consisting of one, and sometimes two
rooms, of from ten to fourteen feet square, and kept very clean, a few of which are
furnished with a four-post bed, and other household goods. Each kitchen is a little
detached shed, thatched, and without chimney, apparently so ill adapted to
culinary processes, that it is difficult to imagine how the villages escape an
occasional conflagration. The huts are also thatched with canetrash, thrown on in
a very slovenly manner, but the interior roof is constructed of strips of palm
leaves neatly plaited [Sturge and Harvey 1838:28-29].
These improvements to laborer housing not only reflect attempts made by planters to
keep laborers on estates, but perhaps also reflect changes in the family structure that
accompanied the shift to emancipation. Since people were no longer completely bound
to specific estates, more families may have lived together and needed larger living spaces
to accommodate all family members in one house.
While initially planters wanted to keep the formerly enslaved on estates to ensure
a steady supply of labor for sugar production, this view soon becomes outdated as
planters begin to see the advantages of a free market for labor on the island. In some

ways, planters were still very much responsible for laborers who remained on plantations

and had to provide laborers with housing and, in some cases, medical care (Sturge and
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Harvey 1838:46). Soon, the lack of land for laborers to form villages becomes a
hindrance to sugar production rather than an asset:

No extra labour, therefore, is in the market, except that the planters occasionally

hire the Saturdays of the people from neighbouring properties. Every estate

maintains its full complement of labourers, both in and out of crop. There are no
independent villages whatever, and though the people have the strongest desire to
acquire what they call ‘a plot of land,” meaning about an acre, yet great obstacles
exist, because there are no suitable spots, except parts of actual estates, which the
proprietors are unwilling, or unable to dispose of. The island can never realise the
full benefits of the new system, till there are such villages, which would be to the
planters as reservoirs of surplus labour, enabling them to employ many or few

hands, according to their actual wants [Sturge and Harvey 1838:46-47].

Whereas immediately following emancipation, planters feared not being able to keep a
large enough labor force on their estates to maintain sugar production, soon the number
of laborers resident on their estate becomes prohibitive for planters who need fluctuating
amounts of labor throughout the year.

While the development of free villages throughout the island may have been an
asset for planters who looked to shed extra labor from their estates, the advantages to
Afro-Antiguan laborers as well cannot be denied. The opportunity to own land and
maintain a household free from the constraints of plantation life and the gaze of planters
was an immense freedom for the formerly enslaved. Not only were people able to
maintain their own households and landholdings, but it also gave them an opportunity to
form families and live and work together for their mutual benefit, in ways that were never
possible during slavery. Such a shift in lifeways would have been one of the greatest
victories for the formerly enslaved in a post-emancipation society.

Despite the impositions of post-emancipation society in Antigua, gradually the

landscape of the island shifted from one of sugar and slavery to a landscape of free labor.
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While planters aspired to create a society in which there were “two great classes of
landlords and yeomen,” the ability for the formerly enslaved to own land marked a great
shift in the social relations of Antigua (Sturge and Harvey 1838:66). Land ownership
created a space for laborers away from the confines of the plantation in which they could
create their own households and maintain families in ways never possible under the
regime of slavery. In spite of all the restrictions of post-emancipation Antigua on the
social lives of the formerly enslaved, in many ways the household became an
autonomous unit in which Afro-Antiguans could practice their own cultural traditions and
raise families outside of the coercive system of slavery.
5.1.1 Shifts in the Landscape of Green Castle Estate

Following emancipation, the formerly enslaved laborers of Green Castle Estate
continued to live and work there. Whereas Samuel Martin and his successors seemingly
managed their plantation benevolently and provided many opportunities for enslaved
laborers, such as access to education and provision grounds for families, the question
arises as to whether the formerly enslaved would want to remain on the estate following
emancipation. While some areas of free landholding emerged in Antigua in the years
following emancipation, none of these early villages were near Green Castle Estate.
Therefore, it is highly likely that the majority of the formerly enslaved population of the
estate remained at Green Castle as tenants and laborers in the decades following
emancipation. Indeed, some laborers lived on the Estate until the second quarter of the
twentieth century when the Bendals Sugar Factory closed (Smith and Smith 1986:140).

Changes to the landscape of Green Castle Estate occur in the decades following

emancipation that speak to some of the newfound freedoms laborers wished to exercise.
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For instance, archaeological investigations at Locus 4 resulted in the recovery of
domestic refuse that dates to the post-emancipation period in Antigua, to approximately
1850. This suggests that free laborers lived in a space approximately 300 meters away
from the slave village of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Figure 5.1).
This shift moves the domestic spaces of laborers further away from both the planter
house and sugar works of the estate, to a valley where the surveillance of laborers would

have been hindered compared to the location of the slave village.

A "
[

Locus 5: 18% — 19®-century
Slave Village

.\Locus 4: mid-19%-century Free,
Laborer Village

N
Legend "‘L-‘

— Road ;

@ Pond

S0 104} 150 20M1

Meters

Figure 5.1: The Green Castle Survey Map demonstrates the movement of wage
laborer households away from those of enslaved laborers.

Such a move might speak to several changes in the social lives of laborers
following emancipation in Antigua. First, the shift might speak to a desire to move away

from planters and the working of the plantation as laborers wanted to create a home life
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that was distinct from the workings of the plantation. Further, the newly formed
domestic houses may have been closer to the provision grounds laborers already worked
and may have offered a more convenient environment to work such lands. Such a move
would further emphasize the distinction between domestic work and wage labor by
creating greater distance between the plantation and the home, and the various work
activities associated with each place. Finally, more land may have been available along
the southwest of the plantation to build bigger houses to accommodate more family
members as households were created based more so on family relationships in the period
following emancipation. Whereas some planters improved houses in the slave village,
the laborers at Green Castle might have taken the opportunity to build new houses rather
than improve old houses associated with slavery. The construction of new house
structures would have allowed for greater freedom to build dwellings that better reflected
the changing social relations of domestic spaces and the personal needs and tastes of the
people who lived there.

While no distinct archaeological evidence of wage laborer house structures at
Green Castle Estate can corroborate these claims, the movement of laborers within the
landscape demonstrates that there were substantial changes to the living quarters of
laborers following emancipation. Furthermore, given the propensity of planters to relieve
themselves of responsibilities regarding their workforce following emancipation, it is
likely laborers would have been given some degree of autonomy and decision-making in

building these new domestic spaces for themselves.
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5.1.2 Insights into Free Laborer Lifeways: Archaeological Investigations at Locus 4
Archaeological investigations at Locus 4 began in the summer of 2007. Pedestrian
survey and shovel tests were employed to determine whether there were significant
cultural deposits at the locus that might give insights into the past lives of free, wage
laborers at Green Castle Estate. In the summer of 2008, 6 units were excavated in Locus
4 resulting in the recovery of domestic refuse preliminarily dated to the second half of the
nineteenth century. An additional 14 units were excavated at Locus 4 throughout the

2009 field season.
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Figure 5.2: Units excavated at Locus 4 during the 2008 and 2009 field seasons.
Excavations at Locus 4 lend some insights into the nature of post-emancipation life

at Green Castle Estate as well as site formation processes in this locus. First, as the
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contours at Locus 4 demonstrate (Figure 5.2), Locus 4 is at the bottom of a steeply
sloping hillside. Therefore, it is highly likely that the presence of artifacts is not the
result of direct depositional processes, but of erosion of cultural materials down the
hillside over time. Thus, the houses in which free laborers resided may be further uphill
than the location of archaeological materials in Locus 4. However, no house structures
were identified in Locus 4, though there is evidence of historic stone quarrying along the
hillside. The excavated material from Locus 4 dates to the third quarter of the nineteenth
century and therefore positions this locus within the post-emancipation landscape of
Green Castle Estate. This is corroborated by local histories that suggest free laborers
lived in this area of the estate as well (Agnes Meeker, personal communication 2007).
Ultimately, Locus 4 provides insights into the daily lives of free laborers at Green Castle
Estate through domestic deposits dating to the post-emancipation period.

While archaeological evidence that gives insights into the nature of post-
emancipation house structures is scant, domestic refuse associated with wage laborers at
Green Castle Estate demonstrates how the daily lives of laborers changed in the years
following emancipation. The formerly enslaved took great advantage of the new
opportunities available to them such as greater access to markets, increased autonomy in
their domestic lives, and more educational opportunities. Archaeological evidence of
daily practice demonstrates how Afro-Antiguans actively changed their lives in the post-
emancipation period in spite of continued coercion and restraints by the colonial

legislature.
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5.1.3 The Historiography of Post-Emancipation Antigua

In large part, the historical resources that provide a glimpse into post-
emancipation Antiguan lifeways were written by abolitionists who were often associated
with Christian traditions or missionary groups. Travelers to the British Caribbean during
the post-emancipation period sought to examine and report on the nature of post-
emancipation societies, often with particular reference to the lifeways of the formerly
enslaved, Afro-Caribbean people.

One of the most comprehensive accounts of post-emancipation life in Antigua is
from Joseph Sturge and Thomas Harvey’s 1838 The West Indies in 1837: being the
journal of a visit to Antigua, Montserrat, Dominica, St. Lucia, Barbadoes, and Jamaica;
undertaken for the purpose of ascertaining the actual condition of the Negro population
of those islands. This account give insights into the post-emancipation societies of
several of Britain’s Caribbean islands and, in the case of Antigua, offers glimpses into the
everyday lives of newly freed Afro-Antiguans.

However, the travel account also points to the inherent biases of its authors, most
notably Joseph Sturge. Sturge, a staunchly anti-slavery Quaker, was opposed to the
system of apprenticeship throughout the Caribbean (Hobhouse 1919:42-43). This is
reflected in his work as he describes the horrors of the apprenticeship system on the
British islands (Sturge and Harvey 1838). Yet, his portrayal of Antigua is decidedly
benign, especially in comparison with the other British Caribbean islands. In light of his
political leanings, it becomes clear that Sturge favored the Antiguan system of immediate
freedom over the apprenticeship system practiced on the other islands and thus his

descriptions of Antigua might reflect this bias. Still, Sturge and Harvey’s (1838) account
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of Afro-Antiguan lifeways are detailed and point to both what they deem to be
shortcomings of Afro-Antiguan life and practices they laud. Thus, it is clear that while
the Antiguan switch to freedom is preferred over the system of apprenticeship, Antiguan
society certainly has a long way to go in ensuring the freedoms and rights of the formerly
enslaved.

Sturge not only championed the formerly enslaved throughout the British
Caribbean but also advocated the rights of the working class in Britain (Hobhouse
1919:58-60). Certainly his viewpoints on the plight of the working class in England also
influenced how he viewed West Indian societies. In this light Sturge was able to see and
critique several social systems in which people were exploited and oppressed.

5.2 Post-Emancipation Domestic Lives

One of the greatest changes that occurred in Antigua following emancipation is the
creation of households in which families lived and worked. Family units that had been
torn apart during the period of slavery, with family members living and working on
different estates, were able to join together following emancipation (Smith and Smith
1986). While some family members still lived and worked on different estates, post-
emancipation Antigua marks a period in which the formerly enslaved were able to rebuild
family connections, take care of family members who were no longer able to work, and
envision greater futures for children who were able to attend school. This shift created a
new household sphere in which domestic activities were distinctly removed from the
labor of the plantation, and domestic life became a much more distinctive arena in which

laborers could exercise their own rights and traditions with their families.
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At Green Castle Estate, Samuel Martin (1750) advocated the creation of families
within the slave community. This might suggest that enslaved laborers created
households around family units during the period of slavery and post-emancipation
households at Green Castle might not reflect such a marked change in household
structure as they might on other plantations on which there is clear evidence for the
rebuilding of families following emancipation (Smith and Smith 1986). There are,
however, many other ways in which the daily lives of laborers changed following
emancipation and this is reflected in the domestic deposits at Green Castle Estate.

The shift to emancipation and wage labor created an opportunity for people to
choose to divide their time between the household and the plantation. For instance, in
some cases, women began to take smaller wages in order to spend time at home attending
to domestic activities. One travel account notes such a shift: “Our guide, an intelligent
black, told us that the people worked as well as formerly; but that many of the women did
not now come into the field before breakfast, as they staid at home to prepare the
morning meal for their husbands and children” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:19). White
colonists encouraged this shift in behavior, deeming it a moral advancement of Afro-
Antiguans. One account argues, “[Afro-Antiguans] are, however, in a rapid course of
improvement... They are acquiring domestic habits. Marriages are more frequent.
Husbands and wives begin to dwell together, and mothers of families to withdraw from
field labour to their household affairs,—germs of rising character, which contain most
encouraging promises of advancement” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:69). The ability to
create and maintain a household was an activity that was never afforded much time

during the period of slavery, as all adult laborers were assigned to work throughout the
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plantation. Wage labor gave some people an opportunity to opt out of full-time work to
tend to domestic activities, so long as they could afford to do so.

This change would have made a marked impact on the practices of daily life for
laborers. While it may be assumed women, more so than men, took advantage of staying
home to tend to domestic activities such as cooking, laundering clothes, and tending to
house gardens, such a change would also greatly affect the daily practices of men, even if
they worked full time on the plantation. Being able to live in households with families, in
which one family member could maintain the household, creates leisure time after work
for other members of the household. People would then have been able to spend more
time with their families and in other pursuits rather than engaging in domestic duties
following work, as in the period of slavery. While not all women would have been able
to attend to domestic activities following emancipation, as the need for a wage
superceded the importance of domestic work, the historical record does point to an
important shift in the division of labor between men and women that began to develop
following emancipation.

The material culture of free, wage laborers at Green Castle Estate provides
evidence of how the domestic lives of the formerly enslaved changed following
emancipation. Greater access to markets alongside shifts in the practices of daily life
result in an archaeological assemblage that is distinctive from that from the period of
slavery.

5.2.1 Post-Emancipation Foodways
One of the greatest shifts that occurs in the material culture of laborers after

emancipation is in items relating to foodways. Artifacts relating to foodways comprise
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70.00% (1612) of the artifact assemblage from Locus 4 and include items such as glass
and ceramic vessels for food storage and serving, faunal materials, and ceramic cooking
items. Free, wage laborers appear to have placed a greater emphasis on serving and
dining as opposed to food preparation (Figure 5.3). Items related to food preparation
including Afro-Antiguan ceramics that were used as cooking pots and as coal pots, a
ceramic stove-like vessel, comprise only 7.26% (117) of the artifacts relating to
foodways. Items relating to serving comprise 46.59% (751) of the artifacts relating to
foodways.

Serving items dominate the artifacts relating to foodways from Locus 4 and
include a variety of tablewares such as bowls, plates, and serving dishes, as well as
teawares such as teacups and saucers (Table 5.1). Of the identified tableware vessels,
bowls are the most prevalent (94) yet plates are also relatively common (74). Such an
assemblage points to two distinct changes in how people ate and dined following
emancipation. First, the prevalence of serving items points to greater consumer power to
buy ceramic and glass items for dining and, second, it also suggests a preference for more
fancy and permanent dining wares over organic materials such as the calabash (Figure

5.4).
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Figure 5.3: Sub-categories of artifacts relating to foodways from Locus 4
Artifact Type Vessel Type Number of Fragments
Ceramic-Tableware Bowl 94
Plate 74
Serving Dish 5
Unid: Tableware 462
Ceramic-Teaware Saucer 3
Teacup 2
Unid: Teaware 60
Glass Tabelware, unid. 48
Metal Spoon 3

Table 5.1: Vessels relating to food serving from Locus 4 excavations.
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Figure 5.4: Locus 4 ceramics include a handpainted pearlware bowl fragment, two
sponge painted bowl fragments and one annularware bowl fragment.

In addition, a large proportion of items relating to foodways consist of storage
items such as jugs, pitchers, storage jars, and a variety of glass jars and bottles (Table
5.2). These items comprise 32.51% (524) of the foodways assemblage and include a
variety of types of materials ranging from coarse earthenwares and stonewares to glass
bottles in a variety of shapes and sizes such as olive green “wine-style” bottles, case

bottles, and bell jars (Figure 5.5).

Artifact Type Vessel Type Number of Fragments
Ceramic Bottle 1
Jug 2
Lid 1
Mug/Can 7
Pitcher/Ewer 1
Storage Jar 1
Unid: Utilitarian 35
Glass Bell Jar 1
Bottle, beer 59
Bottle, case 1
Bottle, liquor 7
Bottle, mineral 75
Bottle, unid. 221
Bottle, wine style 106
Container, unid. 6

Table 5.2: Items relating to food storage from Locus 4 excavations.
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Figure 5.5: Storage vessel fragments include salt-glazed stoneware sherds.

In addition to the evidence for food storage, preparation, and serving, faunal
evidence recovered from Locus 4 gives some insights into what types of foods free
laborers had access to and were consuming (Figure 5.6). Nearly half (45.45% [100]) of
the faunal assemblage consisted of shells, 13 of which were from the West Indian Top
Shell (Citarrium pica). Fish were also represented in the faunal collection, including 13
fish vertebra and the maxilla of a parrot fish. Only 6 pieces of mammal remains and 2
rodent remains were recovered from Locus 4. 44.55% of the faunal remains were
unidentifiable due to the minute nature of the faunal remains. In general, the large
percentage of sea creatures in the faunal collection points to an increase in the practice of
supplementing diets through local fishing. As laborers could no longer rely on provisions
of salted fish from planters, it is likely they fished more themselves or turned to local
fisherman to purchase fish to supplement the provisions they grew in their provision plots

and house gardens.
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Figure 5.6: Faunal remains from Locus 4 include mammal bone fragments and
West Indian Top Shell (Cittarium pica) fragments

These shifts in foodways point to several changes in the lives of free laborers that
occurred following emancipation. First, the artifacts relating to foodways reflect a much
greater use of imported, European ceramics such as pearlwares, whitewares, and
stonewares. While this shift might reflect a greater availability and access to imported
ceramics, the nature of these ceramics points to a change in the practices surrounding
foodways.

The amount of items relating to food serving and storage suggests a greater
interest in these aspects of foodways as opposed to food preparation. Several changes in
laborer lifeways following emancipation lend insights into why there is an emphasis on
food serving and storage.

Free, wage laborers could no longer rely on receiving provisions from planters as
they did during the period of slavery. Though, at Green Castle Estate, enslaved laborers
had access to provision grounds, the presence of artifacts relating to food storage

following emancipation suggests a greater concern with preserving foodstuffs. Historical
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accounts also stress how the formerly enslaved were responsible for growing their own
foodstuffs following emancipation. “Now, they provide themselves with what they like;
and are therefore better, if less abundantly fed” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:47-48). Even if
wage laborers were given the opportunity to grow food items they preferred, the inability
to receive food rations from planters was a problem that some workers could not prepare
for as free laborers. In the court cases discussed in the previous chapter at least one case
highlights how a laborer resorted to stealing food because he had been sick and could not
earn his wages, grow food items, or afford to purchase food (Sturge and Harvey
1838:35). Additionally, providing food for elderly Afro-Antiguans who could not work
to earn a wage, was a widespread social problem following emancipation: “The most
painful feature in the state of Antigua at the present moment is, the destitute condition of
the old and infirm, owing to the absence of a legal provision for them, and to the present
distress from the long period of drought” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:33). It becomes clear
that following emancipation, as laborers were responsible for providing themselves with
food, a greater interest in food storage would be necessary and is occurring at Green
Castle Estate, as evidenced by the high presence of food storage vessels in the Locus 4
assemblage.

The high percentage of items relating to food serving suggests greater importance
was placed on the act of dining in the period following emancipation. As some women
were given more freedom to remain home to do domestic work, the dynamics of how
domestic work was performed must have changed as well. Whereas in the period of
slavery, greater emphasis seems to have been placed on the activities surrounding food

preparation, in the post-emancipation period, items relating to food serving have priority
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in the archaeological record. Food preparation was still a vital component of foodways,
yet as the nature of households changed, domestic activities were divided along gender
lines and a greater distinction between work on the plantation and work at home was
created. In this light, it appears the act of dining might have become a more important
activity relating to foodways than the act of food preparation.

Though there is a small emphasis on food preparation, as evidenced by only
7.26% (117) of the food-related artifacts being used for food preparation, this does not
completely suggest the importance of food preparation was undermined following
emancipation. Wage laborers may have shifted the types of vessels they used for
cooking, such as turning to cast iron pots instead of locally-produced Afro-Antiguan
wares, yet still maintained a strong cultural tradition around food preparation. In fact,
following emancipation, a greater appreciation for foodways in general may have been
fostered, as it became an aspect of life that was now completely controlled by the
formerly enslaved.

Still, there is evidence for a change in how food was cooked following
emancipation. In the late nineteenth-century, coal pots become a popular vessel made
from Afro-Antiguan ceramics (Handler 1964:151; Hauser 2009:113; Heath 1988:114).
Coal pots similarly are common in late nineteenth-century contexts in Jamaica (Hauser
2009:140). Coal pots are used as portable hearths on which coals are burned and cooking
pots are placed directly into the hot coals (Figure 5.7). Only one ceramic sherd from
Locus 4 is from a coal pot, yet the increasingly prevalence of coal pots throughout the
second half of the nineteenth century in Antiguan pottery traditions demonstrates a shift

in cooking technique. Rather than using hearths that were embedded in the landscape of
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the village, the use of coal pots allows for the movement of cooking activities throughout
the landscape. Furthermore, though in the modern context Afro-Antiguan pots, yabbas,
are used with coal pots, nineteenth-century Afro-Antiguans may have used European
cooking vessels such as imported ceramics or cast iron pots as cooking temperatures were
more easily regulated in coal pots as opposed to open fires and hearths. Ultimately, the
nature of food preparation changed following emancipation, though the relative of lack of
archaeological data relating to food preparation does not suggest it became a less

important cultural practice.

Figure 5.6: A modern coal pot. Courtesy of Jeremy Bardoe.
5.2.2 Personal Adornment

One of the greatest shifts the historical record notes in the practices of the formerly
enslaved is in the area of personal adornment. As free laborers were given greater
purchasing power, clothing and accessories appear to have been a favored way to
exercise that power. One travel account notes the dramatic shift in the dress style of the
formerly enslaved:

They are also much better dressed. Many make themselves ridiculously fine on
Sundays. It is not uncommon, on that day, to see ladies, who toil under a burning
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sun during six days of the week, attired on the seventh in silk stockings, and straw

bonnet, with parasol, and gloves; and the gentlemen in black coats and fancy

waistcoats. This extravagance is partly owing to the absence of an intermediate

class for them to imitate [Sturge and Harvey 1838:47-48; emphasis in original].
While such accounts discuss how free laborers dressed up for church on Sunday, they are
also judgmental in describing such adornment as “ridiculously fine” and in suggesting
Afro-Antiguans dress to imitate the upper class of Antiguans, when it is not their place to
do so. Instead, they should imitate an “intermediate class.”

Additional travel accounts point to similar changes in the style of dress of the
formerly enslaved. One account remarks that Afro-Antiguans, who had previously
labored in the rain during slavery, now avoid attending church during poor weather. He
argues, “The reason is curious. They now have shoes and stockings which they are
unwilling to expose to the mud” (Gurney 1840:60; emphasis in original). The same
account also describes the fancy dress that wage laborers were able to afford for
celebrations, as they encountered a wedding party in their travels: “We overtook a
wedding party. Both bride and bridegroom were common laborers on the estate. The
bridegroom was attired in a blue coat, handsome waistcoat, with a brooch, white
pantaloons, and Wellington boots—the bride in a vast pink silk bonnet, lace cap, and
white muslin gown with fashionable sleeves!” (Gurney 1840:66). These travel accounts
most likely focus on the dress of Afro-Antiguans because it is one of the most visible
changes seen in the practices of the formerly enslaved. While the accounts ridicule Afro-
Antiguans for emulating the high class of Antiguan planters and having “fashionable
sleeves,” for the formerly enslaved, dress may have been a symbol of status that allowed

them to exert that, at least on principle, as free Antiguans, they had access to the same
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rights and privileges as white Antiguans. For the formerly enslaved, too, dress may have
been one of the most visible means they could exert this newfound status.
Archaeological evidence for personal adornment in Locus 4 is small, but striking.
Four fragments of metal boot heel cleats were recovered, along with two clothing clasps
and four grommets (Figure 5.8; Figure 5.9). A variety of buttons, manufactured from
shell, glass, metal, and bone were excavated, along with two wound glass beads (Figure
5.10). Both beads are spheroid in shape and one was manufactured from dark olive glass
while the other is made of an opaque, white glass (Figure 5.11). All of these items are
related specifically to clothing and dress and suggest that clothing was an area in which
wage laborers invested to display their social status as free laborers. In addition,
remnants of bluing powder, used in laundering clothes, was recovered from Locus 4.
This might suggest that alongside increased use of clothing, especially fancy dress for
Sundays and special occasions, came further domestic responsibilities, such as washing

more clothing, that accompanied the ownership of fine items.

Figure 5.8: Metal boot heel cleat fragment.
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Figure 5.10: Buttons excavated from Locus 4 include buttons made from glass, shell,
metal, and bone.

Figure 5.11: Glass Beads from Locus 4 include a dark olive, wound bead and an
opaque white, wound glass bead.
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5.2.3 Health, Hygiene, and Beauty Practices

In addition to changes in personal practices associated with adornment, there
appears to be a shift in the practices relating to health, hygiene, and beauty among free
laborers at Green Castle Estate. Following emancipation, the health and hygiene of the
formerly enslaved comes under great scrutiny. During the period of slavery, many
planters hired doctors to work on estates to attend to ill laborers. Indeed, historic
accounts lament the number of enslaved laborers that were ill, or feigned illness, and left
planters short-handed in the fields: “What with childhood, age, infirmity, sickness, sham
sickness, and other causes, full two-thirds of the negro population might be regarded as
dead weight” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:58; emphasis in original). Following
emancipation, though, a dependence on wages led to the need to labor regardless of
whether one was sick. One Afro-Antiguan woman, who had been known to avoid work
during slavery, summarizes her predicament in a travel account: “One of the most
worthless women on the property, once always pretending sickness and inability to work,
had become as industrious a labourer as any on the estate. He asked her on one occasion
the reason of the change in her habits. She replied, significantly, ‘Me get no money then,
massa’” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:57).

This need to work may have facilitated an increased interest in health among the
formerly enslaved. This resulted in changes in daily practice, such as avoiding rain. “It
was stated in the course of the debate, that the negroes are much more careful of their
health than formerly. They did not use to mind working in the rain, but now a shower
sends them flying in all direction for shelter” (Sturge and Harvey 1838:38). This change

in behavior might be due more so to less strict labor policies following emancipation, but
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it is interesting to consider in light of health and daily practice. It is also reflected in the
archaeological record. The presence of bluing powder, used to launder clothes, may have
also contributed to shifts in hygienic practices. Furthermore, one ceramic chamber pot
fragment was excavated.

In addition, fragments of perfume and medicine bottles are present in Locus 4,
pointing to changes in the practices surrounding beauty and health. Nine fragments of

bottles, representing at least six different vessels, were recovered (Figure 5.12).

Figure 5.12: Medicine bottle top and perfume bottle body and base from Locus 4.
5.2.4 Recreational Activities

Items relating to personal and recreational activities account for 3.56% (82) of the
Locus 4 assemblage and present interesting insights into the lives of wage laborers at
Green Castle Estate. Only 33 British tobacco pipe fragments were recovered from Locus
4, suggesting that smoking became a less popular activity following emancipation. Nine
chert and flint fragments were also excavated and were probably used as strike-a-lights
for smoking or starting fires for domestic uses. Yet, wage laborers engaged in other
activities. Sewing, as evidenced by one copper thimble, was practiced by at least one

laborer (Figure 5.13). Additionally, several of the free laborers at Green Castle were
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probably literate as one lead pencil, three glass, ink bottle fragments, and 10 pieces of
writing slate were recovered (Figure 5.14). One fired, lead musketball was also
excavated. Though the carrying of weapons was illegal following emancipation, laborers

may have had access to firearms for hunting.

Figure 5.13: Copper alloy thimble.

Figure 5.14: Lead pencil fragment.

Interestingly, an iron alloy keyhole was recovered in excavations and it was
probably part of a small chest or cabinet (Figure 5.15). This points to an interest in
safeguarding items such as money or items of value. The presence of this keyhole leads
to some interesting questions about the nature of social relationships within the wage
laborer village. On the one hand, the keyhole might indicate that some households were

wealthier than others and therefore felt a need to safeguard valuable items to prevent
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stealing from within the village. Alternatively, laborers may have collectively owned a
safe box to keep money and other items inside to protect the assets of the community as a
whole from planters or other individuals. Still, the keyhole is interesting in that it points
to lifestyles that are increasingly material and that greater value becomes placed on the
material objects that wage laborers are now able to acquire such as money or other items

of importance.

Figure 5.15: Iron alloy keyhole.
5.2.5 Discussion: Increased Domesticity—Agency or Coercion?

Following emancipation, both the historical record and archaeological evidence
from Locus 4 point to distinct changes in the daily lives of the formerly enslaved, most
notably through an increase in domestic, household activity that becomes distinctly
separate from plantation labor. Historical accounts describe the formation of a well-
defined domestic life in which marriage becomes more important to family life, families
reside together in the same household, and women tend to domestic activities such as
household maintenance, food preparation, and childcare, while men work for a wage.
The archaeological evidence from Locus 4 demonstrates changes in the daily practices of
wage laborers following emancipation that corroborates the shift towards increased

domesticity. Changes in foodways alongside shifts in personal adornment and the need
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to safeguard items suggest an increased division of domestic activity from labor, in the
sense that it is used to earn a wage.

This increasing dichotomy between the domestic sphere and the laboring spaces of
the plantation becomes a point from which to examine how freedom manifests in post-
emancipation Antigua. This separation of the domestic household and the workplace
creates distinct spaces of private and public activity that did not exist in such sharp
dichotomy during the period of slavery. The question arises, though, as to whether this
became a point of increased agency for wage laborers and a site of freedom within the
post-emancipation landscape or a further means to subvert the newly formed laboring
class through veiled capitalist relations.

The creation of distinctly domestic spaces on the plantation served as a strong
point of agency for the formerly enslaved. Increasingly, households consisted of families
that did not necessarily have the opportunity to live together during the period of slavery.
After emancipation, some women had the option to stay home from work in the fields to
perform domestic activities and this, in turn, reshaped the daily practices of family life for
many Afro-Antiguans. Domestic activities became more divided along gender lines, yet
women were able to devote more time to investing in households and creating spaces in
which Afro-Antiguans had a large degree of autonomy to engage in preferred cultural
activities and traditions.

At the same time, though, the development of a strong division between the
domestic and laboring spaces of life also benefits planters and imposes new forms of
social relations in Antigua. Recent scholarship draws on Marxist theory to suggest that

the household becomes another space in which capitalist social relations pervade daily
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life. For instance, Perelman (2000:41) argues that the activities performed in the
household are not “outside of capital” but rather still within the social system of capitalist
relations. First, household production entails the manufacture of petty commaodities in the
home for either small-scale sale or personal use. Second, household production consists
of the actual reproduction of the working class through the domestic activities that occur
in the household. Both of these aspects of household production, though, become vital to
the overall reproduction of the working class, as labor power for capital, in that they
become intimately tied to the amount of wages laborers receive, influence the amount and
types of commaodities purchased by the working class, and ultimately become the source
for the renewal of labor power. Though, as Marx (2003:536) contends, daily practice and
household economies are out of the direct relations of capitalist production, they are
continually structured by these relations through the very measures outlined above.

This argument holds strong implications for the ways in which social scientists
approach the study of daily practice and domestic economies. With the publication of
Pierre Bourdieu’s 1977 Outline of a Theory of Practice, the practices of daily life became
a means of examining how people negotiate their lives and actions within dominant
structural forces including cultural ideologies and social processes. In this light, daily
practice and household economies become a strong means of evaluating how individuals
work and act within the household and seek to resist the influences that structure their
lives outside of it. If, though, the household also becomes a site for capital, the processes
by which people reproduce their own social and cultural practices within the household,
and seemingly outside of the direct relations of capitalist production, come into question.

In this light, the household becomes a site of struggle, a continual point of negotiation of
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the various identities and actions of individuals within prevailing ideologies and social
structures.

Viewing the household as a site within the pervasive influence of capital, too,
breaks down the dichotomy between work and home espoused by various studies of
domestic activities (Beaudry, et al. 1991; Yentsch 1991). If capitalist social forces are
continually structuring the household, then the dichotomies between the fields and home,
and production and consumption, are negated and should instead be viewed as a
continuum through which capitalist relations have varying degrees of influence. Viewing
the home as a site of leisure, then, becomes merely another means of capitalist ideology
masking the continued exploitation of wage laborers in innovative and shifting ways
(Johnson 1999; Leone 1995; 1999; 2005).

Though the household may have been an arena in which the social relations of
freedom were able to subvert free laborers by placing greater demands on them for their
own survival, it is unlikely the formerly enslaved shared this viewpoint. Instead, free
laborers took great advantage of being able to create households and new domestic lives
following emancipation. The ability to own land and provide for their families of their
own accord no doubt was a huge site of freedom for laborers. Additionally, the ability to
increasingly separate the home from work served to create a space in which laborers
could share their time with family in leisure activities following work. Ultimately, even
though laborers had huge struggles following emancipation, the right to live in their own
homes and produce for themselves allowed for greater agency in the ability to choose

how they would live.
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5.3 Developing a Consuming Population
In addition to marked changes in the areas of domesticity and household life, the
formerly enslaved laborers of Green Castle Estate had greater purchasing power
following emancipation. The onset of wages changed the fabric of the internal economy
of Antigua from one based, to a large extent, on own-account production and direct trade
and barter to a system in which the exchange of money became the heart of economic
transactions. Consumption became a vital component of the new society that provides
increased profits for planters and helps elevate the newly formed laboring class.
As discussed earlier, one of the greatest changes that occurred in the daily lives of
the formerly enslaved was that they no longer received food rations from planters on
estates. Following emancipation, planters relished in no longer having this responsibility
and took advantage of the situation by selling provisions, that wage laborers often tilled
and managed, to the plantation workers.
A purchasing and consuming population is beginning to be formed within the
island itself. The sale of ground provisions to their labourers is already become a
source of profit to estates. A negro will sometimes go to the store-keeper to buy a
gallon of molasses, and though this retail sale is at present more troublesome than
profitable to proprietors, it will eventually become a source of revenue to them
[Sturge and Harvey 1838:44].

Thus, food items, that had been provided during the period of slavery had to be purchased

and doing so on the estate only gives a worker’s wages back to the employer.

While some planters developed stores on their estate to take advantage of laborers
who needed items, especially food, for survival, internal markets prevailed following

emancipation. Despite the strict legislation that forbade Sunday markets just prior to

emancipation, Saturday markets were legitimate and, as workers were given “free
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Saturdays” in addition to Sundays for worship, free laborers could take advantage of the
market without being charged with profaning the Sabbath.

Following emancipation, there seems to be a dynamic shift in the consuming
power of the formerly enslaved. Whereas enslaved laborers attended markets to sell
items they had produced of their own account, wage laborers attended market to purchase

items.

We went this morning through the market, which was largely attended. Almost
every sort of eatable commodity was exposed for sale; fruit, fish, meal, besides
bundles of sticks and grass, cotton prints, &c. &c. The scene was a highly
animated one, but the proceedings were conducted with great order. Previously to
the abolition of slavery, the market was principally supplied by the agricultural
peasantry, with articles of their own raising; but now this class are more generally
buyers than sellers; and a large proportion of the merchandise is of foreign growth
or manufacture [Sturge and Harvey 1838:25].

Access to money not only improved the purchasing power of wage laborers but also
placed greater emphasis on the consumption of imported items as opposed to locally-
produced items. This seeming shift in the preference for imported items over locally-
produced items may not just reflect the changing desires of wage laborers but also speak

to pointed efforts to reduce own-account production by laborers.

A Police Act came into operation about a fortnight ago, which affords an
illustration of the new forms in which oppression will learn to exhibit itself in the
West Indies; one of its clauses prohibits country people form bringing their goods
to market without a pass from the manager of the estate on which they reside.
Unless they are provided with this pass, the police seize and confiscate their
property, whether it be produce, poultry, or other stock of their own raising, or
grass and wood collected on the estate, by the manager’s permission [Sturge and
Harvey 1838:25-26].
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While many wage laborers probably wished to take advantage of their purchasing power
by acquiring imported items for use, the measures taken by the Antiguan legislature to
prohibit markets and prevent people from bringing local products to the market to sell
suggests that elite Antiguans wanted to influence the decisions Afro-Antiguans made in
the markets and placed greater emphasis on imported goods as opposed to locally-
produced items. This trend not only increases trade to the island but also discourages
own-account production among laborers, making them increasingly dependent on their
wages as the only means to procure items for personal use.

In many cases, historical accounts suggest the majority of items purchased by the
formerly enslaved revolve around foodways. Wage laborers increasingly purchased
imported food items for daily use and for special occasions.

Nor can it be doubted that the personal comforts of the laborers have been in the
mean time vastly increased. The duties on imports in 1833, (the last year of
slavery) were £13,576; in 1839, they were £24, 650. This augmentation has been
occasioned by the importation of dry goods and other articles for which a demand,
entirely new, has arisen among the laboring population. The quantity of bread
and meat, used as food by the laborers is surprisingly increased. Their wedding
cakes and dinners are extravagant, even to the point, at times, of drinking
champagne! [Gurney 1840:62].
The emphasis on special occasions is a point repeated in various historical accounts. In
addition to laws that forbade dancing following emancipation, travelers to Antigua
remark on the popularity of balls among the formerly enslaved, and how consumption
factors into these events.
Dances are a great source of demoralisation. They sometimes aspire to suppers,
and even champagne, so called; and most absurdly give sums of four or five

dollars for the honour of opening the ball, besides money to their partners. This
tempts to robbery [Sturge and Harvey 1838:48].
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In both the cases of weddings and balls, the formerly enslaved rely on imported items to
mark celebrations. These social activities also intersect with practices regarding
foodways as suppers, wedding dinners, and celebrations all center on food and dining.
Interestingly, historical accounts suggest a shift in foodways towards a preference for
imported items that would have been associated with planters during the period of
slavery. The formerly enslaved, then, were finding a means through which they could
assert their equal status with planters. By having the purchasing power to acquire
expensive, imported foodstuffs and by co-opting celebrations such as weddings and balls,
free laborers exerted their status by demonstrating they too engaged in the activities that
formerly distinguished planters from enslaved laborers.
5.3.1 The Material Culture of Free Laborers and Consumption

The overall artifact assemblage from Locus 4 lends much insight into the practices
of consumption among wage laborers at Green Castle Estate in the second half of the
nineteenth century. First, within the Locus 4 assemblage, there is a more even
distribution between different classes of artifacts when examined by material (Figure
5.16). For instance, ceramics, glass, and metal artifacts comprise 33.54% (876), 31.13%
(813), and 24.12% (630), respectively of the Locus 4 assemblage. This points to a wide
diversity of items that were being acquired by wage laborers for different uses, as

opposed to the focus on ceramics, as in Locus 5.
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Figure 5.16: Locus 4 artifact percentages by artifact material.

Ceramics, again, provide a point of departure for examining how wage laborers
exercised their purchasing power in the market. Imported, refined, white earthenwares
comprise 74.12% (648) of the ceramic assemblage fro Locus 4. Collectively, imported
ceramics comprise 84.21% (736) of the ceramic assemblage. This highlights a strong
preference and use of imported ceramics over locally-produced wares and points to the
purchasing power wage laborers had following emancipation. Additionally, 23 ceramic
ware types were found in the Locus 4 assemblage, and suggest laborers took advantage of

the diversity of imported wares that were available following emancipation (Figure 5.17).
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Figure 5.17: Ceramic Ware Types from Locus 4.
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Laborers purchased ceramics that exhibit a range of decorative techniques and

stylistic elements (Figure 5.18). For instance, ceramics that were incised, molded, and

rouletted were present, but preference for handpainted and transfer-printed ceramics

dominate the Locus 4 assemblage. Not surprisingly, blue decorations dominate the

ceramic decorations, yet a variety of colors including green, mulberry, pink, brown, and

black, in addition to polychrome, handpainted vessels, are also present in the Locus 4

assemblage. While the most frequent stylistic element on ceramics is a plain band

design, botanical and floral elements are also common and might represent a preferred

style of ceramic serving ware (Figure 5.19).
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In addition to ceramics, the propensity of glass and metal artifacts also speaks to an
area of consumption among free laborers. The relatively high quantity of glass in the
Locus 4 assemblage, especially the increase in glass tablewares, demonstrates that people
were exercising wide purchasing power. Furthermore, the presence of metal boot heel
cleats suggest people had greater access to items of personal adornment and took
advantage of their purchasing power.

While some insights into personal choice in consumption, such as through
common ceramic decoration types can be made, in general, the consumption practices of
post-emancipation laborers demonstrates a trend of using purchasing power to acquire
status items with higher visibility among the community. For instance, the emphasis on
items relating to food serving over that of food preparation suggests greater importance

was place on dining. Additionally, an emphasis on personal adornment in both the
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historical and archaeological records shows laborers were investing in their personal
appearance. Both serving items and personal style become arenas that are highly visible.
While some archaeologists have critiqued the emphasis on interpretations that
speak to the visibility of material culture, these criticisms stem from the tendency to
conflate visibility to more problematic assumptions such as a conflation of cost and social
value (Mullins 2004:206-207). Instead, the visibility of consumption practices and
material culture should be used to highlight how people could fight against dominant
ideologies. For Paul Mullins (2009:210) this should be the focus of interpretations of
consumption and material culture for archaeologists: “Yet even the most data-rich
examination of an individual’s life or some material moments mean little or nothing
anthropologically if they are not clearly positions within and against dominant structural
influences, regardless of how those structural influences registered in everyday
experience.” In this light, the consumption practices of wage laborers highlights the
ability for people to assert their status as free laborers, who had access to the same
markets and items as planters, in highly visible ways. Whereas this might seem like a
shift towards “acculturation,” in which the formerly enslaved are now buying into the
market of European goods available to them, I suggest this shift marks a bold assertion of
a new, free identity by Afro-Antiguan laborers. In the face of continued subversion
following emancipation, Antigua laborers harnessed their purchasing power to
demonstrate to planters that they were indeed politically equal and sought to assert an
identity of economic equality as well through the purchase of highly visible items such as

serving wares and clothing. Though Antiguan planters had tried to continually coerce
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them, Antiguan laborers demonstrated that they too had rights and market accessibility
and would choose to take advantage of them.
5.4 Conclusions

Post-emancipation landscapes and material culture highlight how free laborers in
Antigua began to carve out lifeways for themselves independent of plantation workings.
Despite the legislation and measures Antiguan planters took to try to continually coerce
laborers, within the decades following emancipation the society would shift to reflect the
change in labor structure and the freedom of the formerly enslaved.

Within the years following emancipation, free villages would slowly take root in
areas surrounding mission lands and as plantations were slowly sold off to laborers.
Even within plantations, improvements to houses and, in the case of Green Castle Estate,
the building of new houses demonstrate how the landscapes of sugar and slavery would
shift to one of freedom and allow greater movement and mobility among free laborers.
Additionally, greater emphasis on domestic lifeways and a more distinct separation
between domestic spheres and work spheres developed as women were able to stay home
from the fields and attend to domestic lives.

The material culture of free laborers speaks to these changes in life. The
emphasis on serving items marks a shift in the cultural importance surrounding food
preparation to one surrounding food serving and dining. Additionally, the purchasing
power of free laborers is evidenced by the high propensity of imported goods that
inculcate daily life for wage laborers.

Amidst these changes, free laborers were able to gain greater control of their lives

through the creation of households and greater attention in domestic affairs. Further, in
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asserting their freedom and purchasing power through dress and personal adornment, the
formerly enslaved were able to convey that they were indeed free and had access to the
same rights and privileges planters had. No matter how much planters continually tried
to subjugate the laboring population, they would repeatedly demonstrate their rights

through highly visible aspects of daily life.
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Chapter Six
Being Enslaved and Becoming Free: The Dialectics of Life in Antigua

The dynamics of social life in Antigua during the periods of slavery and freedom
created a world in which planters continually tried to coercively control the lives of
laborers, both enslaved and free. Yet, in both the periods of slavery and post-
emancipation, Afro-Antiguans were able to create strong cultural traditions that asserted a
unique, Afro-Antiguan identity in the face of colonial ideologies. The activities of daily
life among Afro-Antiguan laborers, though, changed dramatically from the period of
slavery to freedom and each period demonstrates how Afro-Antiguans manipulated their
social positions, and took advantage of opportunities presented to them, to create better
lives for themselves and their families.
6.1 Comparing the Daily Lives of Enslaved and Free Laborers

One of the advantages of the archaeological evidence recovered from Green
Castle Estate is the opportunity to compare assemblages that date to the periods of
slavery and post-emancipation. This is an innovation for plantation archaeology in
Antigua because it provides evidence of the daily lives of enslaved laborers and wage
laborers. Previous research on plantations in Antigua only examines the lives of wage
laborers in the late nineteenth century (Gonzalez Scollard 2008). The landscape of Green
Castle Estate, wherein there are distinct areas of domestic refuse dating to the periods of
slavery and emancipation, allows for a comparative approach that examines how lifeways
changed for Afro-Antiguans from the period of slavery to freedom.

The archaeological deposits from Locus 5 and Locus 4 give insights into the lives

of enslaved and free laborers, respectively, at Green Castle Estate because they consist of
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domestic refuse related to the activities of daily practice. One of the areas in which both

enslaved and wage laborers engaged was in the practice of foodways, though the

archaeological evidence suggests the practices may have changed between the periods of

slavery and freedom in Antigua.

Locus 5 Locus 4
(Period of Slavery) (Post-Emancipation)
Number of Percentage Number of Percentage
Artifacts Artifacts
Food-Faunal 148 4.25% 220 13.65%
Food Storage 310 8.90% 524 32.51%
Food Serving 1230 35.30% 751 46.59%
EOOd : 1796 51.55% 117 7.26%
reparation

Table 6.1: Comparison of Foodways Artifacts from Loci 5 and 4.

Items relating to foodways comprise 77.91% (3484) of the Locus 5 assemblage
whereas they comprise 70.00% (1612) of the Locus 4 assemblage. There are also
considerable differences in the distribution of items relating to foodways within
subcategories such as food storage, food serving and food preparation (Table 6.1). For
instance, items relating to food preparation comprise an overwhelming 51.55% (1796) of
the foodways artifacts from Locus 5 whereas only 7.26% (117) of the foodways artifacts
from Locus 4 fall within that category. This suggests there was a substantial shift in the
ways in which Afro-Antiguans prepared food in the period of slavery and after
emancipation, as evidenced from the archaeological deposits in Loci 5 and 4.
Additionally, there is a drastic change in the amount of artifacts relating to food storage
over these two periods as well. While items relating to food storage only comprise
8.90% (310) of the foodways artifacts from Locus 5, they comprise 32.51% (524) of

foodways items from Locus 4.
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While there is not as dramatic a shift in the overall percentage of artifacts relating

to food serving from the periods of slavery and freedom (items relating to food serving

comprise 35.30% [1230] and 46.59% [751] of the foodways assemblages from Locus 5

and Locus 4, respectively), there are distinct changes in the types of items used for food

serving. The vessel types used for food serving do not change significantly over time

(Table 6.2), however, there are considerable changes to the decorative techniques used on

ceramics which might point to differences in the availability of items over time, but also

to the increased consumer power Afro-Antiguans had following emancipation (Figure

6.1).
Locus 5 Locus 4
(Period of Slavery) (Post-Emancipation)
Artifact Vessel Type Number of Percentage Number of Percentage
Class yp Artifacts g Artifacts g
Ceramic Bowl 173 14.07% 94 12.52%
Lid 3 0.24% 0 -
Plate 200 16.26% 74 9.85%
Saucer 8 0.65% 3 0.40%
Serving Dish 3 0.24% 5 0.67%
Teacup 16 1.30% 2 0.27%
Unid: 649 52.76% 462 61.52%
Tableware
Unid: 127 10.33% 60 7.99%
Teaware
Drinking 0
Glass glass 1 0.08% 0 -
Stemware 1 0.08% 0 -
Tableware, 44 3.58% 48 6.39%
unid.
Metal Spoon 0 - 3 0.40%
Utensil 0
Handle 5 0.41% 0 -

Table 6.2: Vessels relating to food serving in Locus 5 and Locus 4.
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Figure 6.1: Decorative techniques used on ceramics relating to food serving from
Locus 5 and Locus 4.

There is evidence for change in the types of ceramics Afro-Antiguans acquired
and used during the periods of slavery and freedom at Green Castle Estate based on the
decorative techniques used on imported ceramics. For instance, ceramics with incised
and slip decorations were prevalent in the Locus 5 assemblage but not in the Locus 4
assemblage, suggesting they may have fallen out of favor with Afro-Antiguans. While
hand painted ceramics were common in both assemblages, transfer printed and sponge
painted ceramics were more prevalent in the Locus 4 assemblage. These changes
undoubtedly speak to the availability of imported wares over time and differences in
overarching trends in imported ceramics, but might also lend evidence to the increased
consumer power of Afro-Antiguans following emancipation.

Transfer printed ceramics are among the most expensive to purchase. Thus, the
dramatic increase in the percentage of transfer printed ceramics in the Locus 4

assemblage, when compared with the Locus 5 assemblage, suggests a marked change in
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the consumption power of Afro-Antiguans occurred following emancipation. Yet, there
is still a great variety in the ceramic assemblage, and not much evidence for consistency
of ceramic type, style, or decoration within the assemblage. Therefore, it is likely Afro-
Antiguans were acquiring ceramics one at a time (as opposed to purchasing sets) after
emancipation as well. Still, there is a strong emphasis within the post-emancipation
assemblage from Locus 4 on imported ceramics as the percentage of locally-produced
Afro-Antiguan wares is much smaller in the Locus 4 assemblage (7.26%) as opposed to
the Locus 5 assemblage (51.55%). This is consistent with reports that the Afro-Antiguan
pottery tradition declined in the nineteenth century (Petersen, et al. 1999), though new
vessel forms continued to be introduced throughout the nineteenth century and the pottery
is still produced and used today.

Evidence for personal activities practiced among Afro-Antiguans changes slightly
between the period of slavery and freedom as well. Archaeological evidence in both
Locus 5 and Locus 4 suggests that Afro-Antiguans smoked tobacco, engaged in sewing,
and may have been literate because of the presence of writing slate in both loci and a lead
pencil fragment in Locus 4. The archaeological evidence for Locus 4, though, hints at
how the lives of Afro-Antiguans may have changed following emancipation. For
instance, the presence of one iron alloy keyhole from a small cabinet or box points to an
increased interest in protecting items of value. Additionally, there is a significant decline
in the number of tobacco pipe fragments in the Locus 4 assemblage (33) from the Locus
5 assemblage (148).

The archaeological evidence from Locus 5 and Locus 4 demonstrate that there are

distinct changes in the artifact assemblages that suggest significant changes in some areas
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of daily life for Afro-Antiguans over the periods of slavery and freedom in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. This evidence points strongly to a shift in the presence of
locally-produced items, namely Afro-Antiguan ceramics, to imported ceramics. While
this change was influenced by the availability of imported ceramics in Antigua and by the
relatively limited purchasing power of Afro-Antiguans, the extent of the differences of
the assemblages also points to changing attitudes towards consumption, the influx of
capitalist social relations, and an increasing consciousness of modernity.

6.2 Situating Consumption within the Social Landscapes of Slavery and Freedom

Afro-Antiguans at Green Castle Estate were highly active in local markets during
both the period of slavery and following emancipation. While there is no evidence for
the large-scale production of local items at Green Castle Estate, such as ceramics, there
were opportunities for Afro-Antiguans to engage in markets as producers and consumers.
For instance, surplus foodstuffs, grown in provision grounds and house gardens during
the period of slavery, may have given enslaved Afro-Antiguans an entry point into local
markets to trade or barter for other items, such as locally-produced ceramics or imported
goods. Following emancipation, the formerly enslaved were given more access to market
opportunities and there is a marked increase in the amount of imported ceramics in the
post-emancipation artifact assemblage at Locus 4.

While I have previously discussed the differences in the artifact assemblages, and
given insights into how this evidence might be used to interpret the daily lives of
enslaved and free laborers at Green Castle Estate, it is also interesting to consider how
these changes in daily life are related to shifts in the broader social relations in Antigua

and economic networks and systems throughout the British Atlantic. Thus, in situating
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the practices of daily life and consumption within the regimes of slavery and freedom in
Antigua, | hope to shed light on how Antiguan society shifted in the face of capitalist
expansion and increasing modernity.

One of the most glaring differences in the artifact assemblages from Locus 5 and
Locus 4 is the vast difference in the amount and percentage of Afro-Antiguan ceramics
between the two assemblages. Afro-Antiguan ceramics account for over 35% (1805) of
the total artifact assemblage from Locus 5. Only 119 Afro-Antiguan sherds were
excavated from Locus 4, comprising only 4.56% of the Locus 4 assemblage. This vast
decrease in the amount of Afro-Antiguan ceramics from the period of slavery to freedom
was interpreted in light of changing practices relating to food preparation among enslaved
and free laborers at Green Castle Estate. The context of the social relations of slavery
and freedom, though, might also give insights into why this change occurred and how it
altered the consumption practices of Afro-Antiguans.

During the period of slavery, in the eighteenth and early nineteenth-centuries,
Antiguan planters were caught in the contradictions of the slave society they helped
create. On the one hand, planters tried to continually control and monitor the enslaved
labor force by manipulating the landscapes of their plantations, enforcing strict labor
regimes, and creating incentives to bind laborers to the estate. Yet, planters also held
great responsibility in maintaining the slave population as a labor force. In the
discussions surrounding the decision by Antiguan planters to switch to immediate
emancipation, it becomes clear that planters were happy to relieve themselves of the
burdens of maintaining the slave population on their estates. It is thus highly likely that,

in the period of slavery, planters realized they too benefited from the local markets and
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slave networks that emerged because it relieved them, at least to an extent, of some of the
responsibilities of providing food, clothing, and other services towards maintaining the
slave population.

It is within this environment that local crafts industries and economies flourished.
Enslaved laborers held markets on Sundays and several island pottery traditions
developed as well. Both the historical and archaeological records, however, point to how
the local economy would change following emancipation.

As discussed in Chapter 4, amidst the changes to the legislation of Antigua that
occurred surrounding emancipation were prescribed efforts to restrict the movement of
laborers and limit local markets. In 1824 a law was passed to end the traditional Sunday
slave market and an 1831 law was put in place to better enforce the 1824 law (ABNA,
LA). In addition, by 1838 there were laws in place to further restrict local production for
sale by prohibiting people to bring goods to local markets without a pass from the
manager of the estate on which they worked (Sturge and Harvey 1838:25-26). In these
cases it is clear that these initiatives are proposed and supported by the planters on the
island. Following emancipation, then, planters sought to quell a local marketplace that
they had encouraged in the period of slavery.

In fact, the decades following emancipation highlight the tensions in Antiguan
society between preserving social relations and lifeways that had been in place during the
period of slavery and in forging new social relations that were better situated for the
social relations of capital that emerged with the introduction of wage labor. While
markets and consumption are one area in which this is evident, another is in the shifting

landscapes of Antigua.
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During the eighteenth century, Antigua’s landscape was altered to one of large
sugar plantations in which nearly all of the arable land on the island was used for sugar
cultivation. Following emancipation, planters took advantage of this situation to
continually tie laborers to the estate, yet soon recognized the shortcomings in this system
as well. While the opportunity to own land was a huge advantage for the formerly
enslaved in creating autonomy in their lives, it also provided benefits for planters who
were able to more freely purchase the labor-power of individuals without having to solely
hire individuals who lived on their estates. Thus, while the built environments of sugar
were in many ways fixed in Antigua, the mobilization of labor within these landscapes in
the post-emancipation period offered a means for planters and laborers alike to negotiate
the social relations between each other.

As is evident, the shifts in the landscapes of Antigua and the material culture of
Afro-Antiguans over the periods of slavery and freedom on the island are not just
reflective of changes in lifeways among laborers but also highlight how labor relations
and the social relations of production and consumption between planters and laborers
changed during this time period as well. These shifts point to ways in which Antiguans
created a post-emancipation society that translated the rhetoric of freedom into the
practice of emancipation on the island. The ways in which emancipation unfolded in
Antigua are unique within the context of the British Caribbean and reflect the complex
negotiations of social life that accompanied this shift within this particular locale.

6.3 Research Findings
Throughout this dissertation, | have sought to demonstrate the ways that Antiguan

planters manipulated the landscapes and social relations of Antigua to ensure the success
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of sugar production on the island despite the challenges they faced. Planters greatly
transformed the natural environment of Antigua by deforesting the island to make way
for agricultural production. Additionally, by the end of the first quarter of the eighteenth
century, wealthy planters had changed Antigua from an island of small landholders to one
dominated by large plantations that produced sugar at a mass scale. Accompanying this
shift in the physical landscape of the island was a vast change to the social makeup of the
island’s inhabitants as well. As large-scale sugar production took hold in Antigua,
planters need vast supplies of labor and turned to enslaved African labor to meet this
need. In doing so, planters created a social landscape in which they were in the minority
and, in order to maintain social control, resorted to violent coercion to continually subdue
enslaved laborers.

Yet, enslaved Afro-Antiguans recognized the injustices of the slave society and
continually sought means to subvert the social system of the dominant. This occurred
through organized acts of violent resistance to white planters, as evidenced by the killing
of Major Samuel Martin in 1701 and in the Slave Revolt Plot of 1736. Though, white
planters and colonial elites were able to quell these acts of insurrection, they could not
maintain absolute control over every aspect of slave life.

As the archaeological evidence from Green Castle Estate demonstrates, enslaved
laborers were able to exercise a considerable degree of personal freedom and choice in
the practices of daily life. Enslaved laborers placed great emphasis on building cultural
traditions around daily activities such as food procurement, preparation, and dining, and
held consumptive power as evidenced by the presence of personal and household items

that would have been acquired through trade, barter, or purchase. Amidst these traces of
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material culture, it becomes readily apparent that, through the practices of daily life,
enslaved laborers at Green Castle Estate were able to create vibrant cultural traditions
that drew on West African influences to shape lifeways for themselves in Antigua.

In the early nineteenth century, Antiguan society began to face the immanent
change to freedom for the tens of thousands of enslaved laborers on the island. While
morally, pro-slavery advocates had little to stand on to continue to promote the system of
slavery, on a very practical level, the shift to emancipation posed many social problems
for the island and its economy. Planters worried they would not be able to maintain a
sufficient number of laborers on their estates following emancipation and therefore
enacted a series of strict legislation that continually tied laborers to their estates.
Additional legislation focused on controlling the social lives of free laborers by
restricting the activities they could engage in, the people with whom they could associate,
and, to an extent, the way their households should be managed. Ultimately, planters
sought to create a post-emancipation society in which they could enjoy the benefits of
free labor—such as a reduction in expenses as free labor was cheaper than slave labor—
but also rely on the security of the slave system—by guaranteeing a steady supply of
labor on their estates.

Though, in many ways, planters tried to maintain the social relations of slavery in
post-emancipation Antigua, free Afro-Antiguans found opportunities to exercise freedom
and create lifeways for themselves that departed from the impositions of slavery. When
land became available, laborers bought plots to build houses and plant provisions to
sustain their families. Some women opted out of field labor to attend to domestic

activities and create households that reflected the needs and preferences of Afro-
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Antiguans. Furthermore, Afro-Antiguans took great advantage of their purchasing power
in acquiring imported goods such as serving dishes and clothing.

While both enslaved and free laborers sought to subvert the system of the
dominant, white plantocracy and create cultural traditions and practices that were
meaningful to them, the archaeological record suggests they went about this process
differently, and this might speak to the ways Afro-Antiguans exerted their agency and
identity in opposition to the ideology of the dominant over these two periods of Antiguan
history. During the period of slavery, the social position of Afro-Antiguans was, in many
ways, concrete. Racial slavery dictated that Afro-Antiguans would be enslaved. While
there were free Afro-Antiguans in Antigua, for the most part, Afro-Antiguans were an
enslaved people and there was little to no chance for social mobility within Antiguan
slave society. Following emancipation, though, the formerly enslaved were free and
therefore, at least on principle, equal to white planters and should have been afforded the
same basic rights whites enjoyed. Yet, this was never the case. Instead, enslaved
laborers had to become free, and this plays out in Antiguan society in a variety of ways.
White planters and missionaries sought to educate Afro-Antiguans in the ways of
citizenship and civility and encouraged increased domesticity according to English
models of family and household structure. The ways Afro-Antiguans exerted their
freedom and status within Antigua society, though, did not always fall in line with the
expectations of white planters.

Though planters and missionaries encouraged marriage and increased domesticity
among Afro-Antiguans following emancipation, the households Afro-Antiguans created

do not necessarily comply with the expectations of the dominant ideology. Instead, Afro-
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Antiguans created households to reestablish family connections, create and control a
private aspect of daily life, and own the means for their own survival. Therefore, while
on the surface Afro-Antiguans appeared to be complacent in accepting the practices of
white colonists in daily life, from another vantage point, Afro-Antiguans were ensuring
that they would be able to control their own lives and destinies in carving out spaces for
themselves within the constraints of free, Antiguan society. The different material
cultures associated with the enslaved and wage laborer occupations of Green Castle
Estate reflect how Afro-Antiguans employed different tactics to exert degrees of control
over their own lives within two different systems of social control.
6.4 Avenues for Future Research

There are many areas in which the social relations of slavery and freedom can be
further researched to gain a greater understanding of social life in eighteenth and
nineteenth-century Antigua. One of the most fundamental ways in which this can be
achieved is in addressing similar research questions on different plantation sites
throughout the island. Numerous plantation sites are rich with archaeological deposits
and, due to political and practical constraints, this is a neglected area of archaeological
inquiry on the island. The only other plantation site in Antigua on which laborers were a
focus of archaeological research is Christopher Codrington’s estate, Betty’s Hope
(Gonzalez Scollard 2008). There is much more information that can be gathered on
laborer lifeways on Antiguan plantations such as the nature of slave houses, inquiries into
slave village layouts, and additional data that relates to the daily lives and domestic

activities of laborers on plantations.
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Archaeological research on different plantations throughout the island would also
lend greater insights into the construction of landscapes in the eighteenth century and
landscape change throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth century. More detailed
studies of the built environment of plantations in Antigua can contribute greatly to the
historical archaeology of landscapes on the island.

Additionally, archaeological research into the nature of planter’s houses and
practices would also contribute to interpretations of social relations in Antigua. In
addition to shedding light on the practices of planters, this type of research can provide
comparative data for examinations of laborer houses and lives. For instance, the presence
of imported goods or locally-produced Afro-Antiguan wares in the context of planter’s
houses can point to the amount of access people had to imported goods and trade and
speak to differential access to goods across classes rather than just within the laboring
population of the estate.

Furthermore, more nuanced research on Afro-Antiguan ceramics is vital for a
historical archaeology of Antigua. Ethnographic evidence only points to one production
center, Sea View Farm, for Afro-Antiguan wares. Yet, the ubiquity of these ceramics on
historical sites throughout the island speaks to multiple production centers. More
research into this area can point to differences in the ceramics, which in turn, can lead to
detailed inquiries into the nature of manufacturing technique, vessel form, and stylistic
elements on these types of wares throughout the island.

In tandem with the research on Afro-Antiguan ceramics, a greater understanding
of the nature of internal economies in Antigua can point to how social networks were

created and sustained across the island. Factors such as access to natural resources and
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proximity to urban centers such as St. John’s or Falmouth and English Harbour might
influence differential access to goods and market economies on the island and this, in
turn, can help inform archaeological research in this area.

Though plantation archaeology is not new to the Caribbean region, in many ways
itis still in its infancy in Antigua. | hope this study has demonstrated the vitality of
examining the social relations of slavery and freedom through archaeological inquiry and
drives additional research in this area.

6.5 Conclusions

Ultimately, | have sought to shed light on how Antigua’s unique position within
the British Caribbean created the opportunity for a sugar society that developed in
unforeseen ways. Antigua’s success in sugar was the result of careful manipulation on
the part of planters in the landscape of the island, the politics of the Eastern Caribbean,
and the social relations of Antiguan society itself. Yet, Afro-Antiguans, who lived and
worked within the slave and post-emancipation societies of Antigua, could not be
completely coerced into complacency in these systems from which they could not
benefit. Instead, in both slaveholding and post-emancipation Antigua, Afro-Antiguans
continually negotiated their social positions to create means to better their lives and
exercise control over their destinies. By examining the landscapes of Green Castle
Estate, and Antigua more broadly, coupled with a discussion of the material culture of
enslaved and free laborers, | have tried to demonstrate how the ideologies of the
dominant culture are actively created within society, yet also continually subverted as

they create arenas in which people can negotiate their social positions. Itis in the
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interstices of intent and action that agency comes to the forefront and creates historical

processes that shape the social relations of life in Antigua.
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Appendix A
Methodology
A.1 Survey and Mapping Methods

Research at Green Castle Estate was carried out from 2007-2009. It was initiated
in March 2007 when | took a preliminary research trip to visit the site and secure
permissions to conduct archaeological fieldwork there. In the summer of 2007, |
conducted a pedestrian survey of the site with local historian, Agnes Meeker, where
historical building remains of the planter’s house, cisterns, and remnants of the boiling
house were identified. Additional pedestrian survey was conducted with Dr. Carney
Matheson, Lakehead University, and two field students to identify additional areas of
archaeological significance; especially remains of dwellings associated with the enslaved
and wage laborer occupations of the site. During the survey, seven loci were identified to
distinguish areas of past activity within the site such as the site of the planter’s house,
sugar works, and potential sites of enslaved and wage laborer dwellings.

Locus 1 is the area along the highest hill within the site where the planter’s house
was situated. Piles of cut stone are situated on the hill, yet these are piled together and
suggest the site may have been looted for architectural materials in the twentieth century.
A historic cistern still resides on the top of the hill, corroborating this as the site of the
planter’s house. Minimal surface scatter is present in Locus 1, though several imported,
refined white earthenware ceramics dating to the nineteenth-century are present.

Locus 2 is an area of sloping hill on the south face of Locus 1. This area was
designated because of the images of slave dwellings in Nicolas Pocock’s painting in this

area. No surface scatter was identified during pedestrian survey, yet this area was
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targeted for shovel testing because of the historical representations of the site that suggest
it was the location of slave huts.

Locus 3 is an area in a valley just north of a construction road cut for stone
quarrying adjacent to Green Castle Hill and southwest of Locus 2. Surface remains
include red bricks and cut stones that might be indicative of housing foundations. Locus
3 was destroyed in between the 2007 and 2008 summer field seasons to make a pond for
construction associated with modern stone quarrying.

Locus 4 is located along the southwest edge of the site and is an area of steeply
sloping hill. A recently cut road exposed surface scatter of ceramic and glass refuse and
it is reported that wage laborers lived in this area in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries (Agnes Meeker, personal communication 2007).

Locus 5 exhibits terracing along the north-northwest face of a hill adjacent to
Loci 1 and 2. Cut stone lines the terraces in some places and in some areas serves as a
retaining wall. The high presence of surface scatter and cut stone suggests this was an
area of domestic activity and the stone remains might be indicative of house structures.

Locus 6 is an extension of Locus 1 along the ridge of the highest hill within the
site. It is designated because of the possibility of outbuildings and domestic activities
associated with the planter’s house.

Locus 7 designates the area in which remains of sugar works are present. Two
windmill foundations were identified, but are currently being covered by a modern
construction project. The remains of the boiling house include a low-lying stone wall. In

addition, the remnants of a historic well or damn are present near a small pond.
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Following the pedestrian survey, a shovel testing program was conducted in the
summer of 2007 to assess the presence and extent of subsurface deposits. As this project
is interested in the lives of enslaved and wage laborers, Loci 2, 4 and 5 were included in
the shovel testing program to identify areas of enslaved and wage laborer domestic
activity.

During the summer of 2007, shovel tests were conducted in three loci of the site.
Tests were conducted using both flat and spade shovels. Tests were conducted using 10-
centimenter arbitrary levels to allow some control for vertical provenience of artifacts and
to expedite excavations without knowledge of natural stratigraphy within the site. All
excavated soils were screened using a ¥-inch mesh screen. All artifacts were collected in
the field and taken back to the Field Research Centre laboratory for cleaning, analysis,
and prepared for storage. Field notes recorded the nature of deposits during shovel tests
including soil types, artifact types and densities, and any additional information.

Locus 2 was targeted for shovel testing because historic landscape paintings
depict the presence of slave quarters along the hillside. Twenty-four shovel tests were
conducted in this locus on a five-meter grid to determine the extent of artifact
distributions within this area (Figure A.1). Shovel tests revealed that cultural deposits
ranged between 30-40 cm deep and yielded a range of architectural materials (particularly
brick, tile, and mortar) and a range of refuse including ceramic fragments, glass
fragments, and faunal remains.

In addition, 7 shovel tests were conducted at Locus 5, the terraced hillside.

Cultural deposits here were considerably deeper than in Locus 2, ranging from 50-70 cms
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deep. Shovel tests in this locus yielded a higher density of artifacts, especially of locally
produced Afro-Antiguan ceramics.

Finally, 4 shovel tests were conducted at Locus 4, an area with a high density of
surface scatter and associated with the wage laborer occupation of the site. These shovel
tests resulted in relatively shallow deposits ranging from 20-30 cms deep and yielded
artifacts largely associated with domestic refuse including ceramic vessel fragments,
glass bottle fragments, and faunal remains.

Mapping of Green Castle Estate took place in several phases. During the summer
of 2007, preliminary site mapping and sketches were made largely based on the results of
a pedestrian survey of the site. A site datum was established in Locus 2 and two
baselines were established to provide provenience and spatial control of the shovel testing
program undertaken at Locus 2. Loci data were established at loci 4 and 5 were baselines
were also established to help mitigate shovel testing programs in these loci.

During the summer of 2008, the site and loci data were all relocated and the
original baselines in each locus were reestablished. Grids were extended in loci 2 and 4
to include areas of unit excavation and all units could be tied into the original loci data
and baselines established in 2007.

Systematic mapping of the entire site was undertaken with the assistance of Mr.
Beau Cripps using a surveyor’s transit. The corners of each unit excavated during the
2008 field season were mapped and each individual locus datum was tied into a
comprehensive site map. Additionally, points were taken to develop a topographic map

of the site.
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During the 2009 field season, all additional units were integrated into the pre-
existing locus grids. Detailed mapping of the building feature at Locus 5 was undertaken
with the assistance of Mr. Nigel Bardoe and Mr. Wasim Braithwaite. Individual stones in
the feature were mapped and integrated into the locus and site maps.

All data from site mapping was entered into a Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) program where a comprehensive site map was created.

A.2 Excavation Methods

Excavation of one-by-one meter, standard archaeological units commenced in the
summer 2008 field season. Drawing on evidence from the shovel testing program from
the summer of 2007, Loci 2 and 4 were targeted for excavation during the 2008 field
season. Units were excavated using standard mason trowels with the exception of the
final levels of units where shovels and picks were used to excavate one additional
arbitrary 10-centimenter level to ensure that sterile soil had been reached. Every attempt
was made to excavate the units following natural stratigraphy, however shovel tests
suggested that there was no discernible change in natural stratigraphy. Similarly, unit
excavation yielded no distinct natural stratigraphy and therefore units were excavated
using 10-centimenter arbitrary levels. No features were found during excavations, as
such, no specific excavate methods regarding features were necessary. Scale plan view
and profile drawings were recorded for all units and each level of excavation was
documented using digital photography.

All soil excavated from units was screened through ¥a-inch mesh by hand. All

artifacts recovered from units were collected. Complete artifacts, or particularly dense
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artifact concentrations, were plotted in a scale plan view on the unit level form to analyze
artifact distribution within the units.

During the summer of 2008, a total of 12 one-by-one meter units were excavated
based on artifact distribution as determined from the results of shovel testing conducted
the previous summer and for site preservation.

Six one-by-one meter units were excavated in Locus 2 where artifact densities
were higher as evidenced by shovel tests. The excavation of units revealed that cultural
deposits were decidedly more shallow than initially determined by shovel tests (ranging
between 20 and 30 cms) and, though containing refuse including ceramic vessel
fragments, glass bottle fragments, architectural remains, and faunal remains, these
excavations suggest considerable erosion of cultural deposits as it is located on a hillside.
Furthermore, based on the recovery of diagnostic artifacts (including imported ceramics
and glass bottles), these deposits date to the middle and late nineteenth century and,
therefore do not represent the domestic activities of enslaved laborers.

In addition, six one-by-one meter units were excavated in Locus 4, an area
associated with wage laborer occupation, because of activities by a local stone quarry that
are encroaching on this area of the site. Cultural deposits in this area are relatively
shallow, ranging from 20-25 cms deep and there is evidence of erosion of midden
deposits down the hillside in this locus as well. Yet, the units excavated here yielded a
high density of nineteenth-century refuse including a wide range of imported and locally-
produced ceramics, glass bottle fragments, and items of personal adornment including
beads and buckles. In addition, exposed bedrock in this locus exhibits signs of historic

stone quarrying.
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From January through July 2009 additional fieldwork was undertaken at Locus 4
and Locus 5. Locus 4 and Locus 5 were targeted for additional research for several
reasons. First, Locus 4 demonstrated a relatively high concentration of domestic
materials associated with the mid-late nineteenth century during the 2008 field season.
As such, it became an area of focus for the insights it could lend into the daily practices
of wage laborers at Green Castle Estate. Locus 5 was targeted for additional excavations
for several reasons as well. First, shovel tests excavated during the summer of 2007
demonstrated the presence of high concentrations of domestic refuse and relatively deep
(50-80 cm) cultural deposits. Additionally, the presence of terracing for housing
platforms presented highly suggestive evidence that Locus 5 was the site of historic
houses or dwellings. As the majority of material culture recovered during shovel tests
dated to the late eighteenth century, the area was interpreted as a site of slave houses.

As such, several measures were undertaken to guide continued archaeological
excavations at Locus 4 and Locus 5. First, a more nuanced pedestrian survey was
conducted to more specifically demarcate the area of each locus. At Locus 4 the presence
of surface scatter coupled with the presence of a natural gully and a recently cut road
helped to delineate the locus. At Locus 5, housing platforms were used to delineate the
space and two well-defined housing platforms that exhibit cut stone remains constitute
the Locus. A 5% sampling strategy was then undertaken at each locus. Using
probabilistic sampling, units were placed based on the results of shovel tests and
excavations within units. An effort was made to sample across the area of each locus, but
in cases where units exhibited particularly dense artifact concentrations, excavations

continued adjacent to units. In most cases, two-by-one meter samples were taken, yet
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each of these were excavated individually as single, one-by-one meter units to allow for
spatial control.

In 2009, twenty one-by-one meter units were excavated at Locus 5 and fourteen
additional units were excavated at Locus 4. Each unit was excavated following standard
archaeological procedures, using the methods described in the 2008 fieldwork. The only
exception is that in cases where units were adjacent to previously excavated units and
cultural deposits ceased within the first several centimeters of a level, units were not
excavated an additional level of sterile soil, as soil sterility had already been
demonstrated in adjacent units.

A.3 Artifact Analysis

All artifacts excavated from Green Castle Estate were collected and brought to the
laboratory for processing. All ceramic, glass, and stone were washed using water and a
soft-bristled toothbrush and then air-dried. Faunal material and artifacts made of metal
were dry brushed using a soft-bristled toothbrush. Following cleaning, artifacts were
divided into material classes for more detailed analysis based on artifact type including:
ceramic, glass, metal, faunal, tobacco pipe.

Artifacts were analyzed using a database created specifically for the Green Castle
material that draws heavily on the relational database model designed by DAACS. As
such, detailed information concerning an artifact’s manufacture was documented. Within
the database, all artifact attribute information is tied to the artifact’s provenience within

the site. A detailed explanation of each material of artifact analysis is presented below.
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A.3.1 Ceramic Analysis

Ceramic analysis was one of the most detailed aspects of artifact analysis of the
Green Castle collection. Every ceramic sherd recovered from the Green Castle
excavations was provided a unique artifact identification number. Artifact attributes were
then collected and placed into a ceramic table including type of ceramic ware, vessel
form, sherd completeness, usewear, decoration, and measurements were taken pertaining
to the artifact’s size and weight.

If a ceramic sherd was decorated, additional information regarding the type and
technique of decoration was placed in a specific Ceramic Decoration Table, linked to the
artifact’s ceramic form through its unique artifact identification number. Decoration was
classified according to the terminology used in the DAACS database to maintain
consistency within analysis and to develop a system to expand the database for use in
artifact analysis across sites in Antigua.

Special attention was given to sherds of Afro-Antiguan wares found throughout
the site. Namely, the paste color of sherds was documented using a Munsell chart to
classify past colors. Additionally, sherds with obvious inclusions were noted in the
ceramic table.

A.3.2 Glass Analysis

The analysis of glass materials recovered from Green Castle Estate was also
highly detailed. Each glass sherd measuring greater than 20 mm in length was assigned a
unique artifact identification number. Non-diagnostic sherds measuring less than 20 mm
in length were grouped according to glass color and analyzed together. Information was

recorded regarding the type of material, color, form, and completeness of glass sherds. In
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addition, information regarding manufacturing technique such as mold types was
recorded as well as information pertaining to post-manufacture use as evidenced by
weathering and burning.

Additional tables were also used to classify more information regarding specific
glass vessels and attributes. For instance, glass decoration and glass mark tables were
employed to document specific decorative techniques and lettering on glass fragments. A
glass bottle table was used to record detailed information regarding sherds of glass bottles
such as element of the bottle, manufacturing technique, and shape of the element. These
attributes were used to identify the types of bottles found on the site and to ascertain dates
for these artifacts.

A.3.3 Faunal Analysis

Faunal materials were analyzed with the assistance of Dr. Tamara Varney. While
much of the faunal material recovered from excavations was minute and therefore
severely limited the extent of analysis, some data was recovered from faunal material at
the site. In cases where information could be gathered from faunal remains, attributes
including taxon, bone element, weight, and indicators of use such as butchering marks
and evidence of chewing or breakage were recorded.

A.3.4 Metal Analysis

A general artifact table was used to analyze metal artifacts from Green Castle
Estate. Diagnostic metal artifacts such as nails and pieces of hardware were assigned
individual, unique artifact identification numbers. Non-diagnostic metal artifacts such as
corrosion/rust and unidentified hardware fragments were grouped together and analyzed

collectively under one identification number.
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Attributes recorded include artifact form, material and manufacturing technique.
In the case of nails, nail completeness (head, shank, and tip), nail head type (when
applicable), modification, and nail lengths were recorded. For all metal artifacts, object
length, width, height, and weight were recorded along with post-manufacturing
modifications.

A.3.5 Tobacco Pipe Analysis

Each fragment of a tobacco pipe was assigned a unique, artifact identification
number. Artifact material and paste color were recorded, along with the completeness of
the pipe and manufacturing technique. When applicable, bowl type, bowl base type, and
mouthpiece type were analyzed. Bowl fragments were analyzed for bowl shape, height,
volume, and rim diameter when such measurements could be obtained from the artifact.
Stem fragments were analyzed and stem diameter, bore diameter, and length were
recorded.

Additional tables were used to document tobacco pipe attributes such as
decoration and marks. For decoration and marks, the motif, location on the pipe, and
technique were noted.

A.3.6 Bead and Button Analysis

Beads and buttons recovered from Green Castle Estate were analyzed using
separate tables for each. Each bead and button was assigned a unique artifact
identification number. Beads were analyzed based on material and manufacturing
technique. Additional attributes such as bead structure, form, shape, end treatment and

diaphaneity were recorded. If beads were decorated, specifics including the type of
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decoration, applied color, and type of casing were recorded. For all beads, length, width,
height, and weight were recorded.

Buttons were analyzed and information regarding manufacturing technique,
button type, button shape, and material were recorded. In addition, specific information
regarding the material, manufacturing technique, and color of button faces and shanks
were recorded, if applicable. Additional attributes include the type of eye of the button,
as well as the presence of any decorations. For all buttons, length, width, height, and
weight were recorded as well.

A.4 Archival Research

Archival research contributed to my understanding of landscape production at
Green Castle Estate and the periods of slavery and freedom in Antigua more generally.
In 2007, archival research was conducted at Columbia University, New York, where
copies of the first, fourth, fifth, and seventh editions of Samuel Martin’s Essay Upon
Plantership are available. During the summer of 2007, preliminary archival research was
conducted in Antigua at the Antigua and Barbuda National Archives and at the Museum
of Antigua and Barbuda. Following this preliminary research, several collections were
targeted for additional research in the autumn of 2008 based on research goals.

First, as landscape analysis is central to this project, | was interested in examining
historic maps of Antigua. The National Archives has only one map available, dating to
the nineteenth century. However, the Museum of Antigua and Barbuda, the Dockyard
Museum, and private collectors in Antigua house copies of eighteenth century maps,
most notably the 1742 Baker Map that documents all of the sugar estates on the island.

The Dockyard Museum collection offered additional insights into the nature of landscape
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change in Antigua as it houses Vere Oliver’s 1844 History of Antigua in which tax and
landholding records from throughout the eighteenth century are recorded. In addition, the
Dockyard Museum houses numerous historic travel accounts, particularly following
emancipation that offered insights into the nature of domestic life and Antiguan society
just prior to and immediately following emancipation.

Second, as it became apparent that post-emancipation Antigua was characterized
by a large degree of social control, | became interested in understanding how legislation
and judicial proceedings reflected this trend and shaped Antigua life. The Antigua and
Barbuda National Archives hold records on all Antigua legislation and original court
records from 1839-1846 (with the exception of 1843). With the assistance of Dr. Marion
Blair, I was able to consult these records and they contribute greatly to my discussion of
Antiguan emancipation.

While the personal papers and correspondence of the Martin family would have
been helpful in interpreting social lives at the estate, the Martin family correspondence is
only available at the British Library. Unfortunately, archival research at the British
Library could not be undertaken during the research schedule for this project, therefore
materials relating to comparable estates in Antigua during the eighteenth and nineteenth

centuries were consulted to draw parallels to the Green Castle material.
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Appendix B
Results and Artifact Summaries
B.1 Artifact Totals: Green Castle Estate
In total, nearly 10,000 artifacts were recovered from Green Castle Estate during
the scope of this project (Table B.1). This includes artifacts recovered from Loci 1, 2, 4,

and 5 during pedestrian survey, shovel testing, and unit excavations.

Material Category Locus 1 Locus 2 Locus 4 Locus 5 Total
Ceramics 9 390 907 3833 5139
Composite 0 0 5 0 5
Faunal 0 257 226 150 633
Glass 2 427 827 483 1739
Metal 0 421 630 862 1913
Organic 0 0 0 20 20
Stone 0 12 21 65 98
Synthetic/Modern 0 18 8 0 26
Tobacco Pipe 0 47 34 165 246
Total 11 1572 2658 5578 9819

Table B.1: Artifact Totals from Green Castle Estate

Avrtifacts from Locus 4 and Locus 5 unit excavations were used in the
interpretation of lifeways of enslaved and wage laborers in Antigua and are discussed in
more detail below.
B.2 Locus 5 Unit Excavation Artifact Summaries

Excavations at Locus 5 yielded a variety of material culture dating from the late
eighteenth through the early nineteenth centuries. The majority of the materials recovered
from this locus are ceramics, making up 68.9% (3513) of the artifacts recovered from this
area. Metal artifacts compose 15.36% (783) of the collection whereas glass artifacts

represent 8.20% (418) of the material culture recovered. Collectively, tobacco pipes
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(152), stone artifacts (63), faunal material (150), and organic artifacts (20) represent the

remaining 7.55% of the artifacts recovered.

Figure B.1: Summary of Artifact Classes excavated from Locus 5
B.2.1 Ceramics at Locus 5

As stated above, ceramics comprise 68.9% (3513) of the artifacts recovered from
Locus 5. There was a wide variety of ceramics recovered from Locus 5 including coarse

earthenwares, porcelains, refined earthenwares, and stonewares.
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Figure B.2: Overview of Ceramics by ware-type from Locus 5

Imported, refined white earthenwares make up 33.56% (1179) percent of the
ceramic assemblage from Locus 5 and largely date to the eighteenth century. Twelve
types of refined earthenwares were identified in the Locus 5 assemblage and eleven of
them were used in calculating a mean ceramic date for the assemblage of 1797. Though
a wide variety of wares were identified, the majority of refined earthenwares were sherds
made of creamware and pearlware. Creamware sherds comprise 64.29% (758) of the
refined earthenwares excavated from Locus 5. Pearlware sherds comprise 31.47% (371)
of the refined earthenwares. A variety of refined earthenwares including tin-glazed
delftware (14), yellowware (10) and Agateware (6) comprise the remaining 4.24% of the

refined earthenware sherds from this locus.
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33.25% (388) of the refined white earthenware assemblage consisted of decorated
sherds which contributed to the calculation of a mean ceramic date of 1800 for decorated
sherds. A variety of decorative techniques were exhibited in the refined white
earthenware assemblage from Locus 5 including incising, molding, painting, printing,

rouletting, slip, and sponge.
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Figure B.3: Summary of Decorative Techniques on Refined White Earthenwares
Stoneware ceramics comprise only 3.22% (113) of the entire ceramic assemblage
from Locus 5 and British stonewares including Fulham type (23), Nottingham (4),
Staffordshire (10), and unidentified British stoneware (46) comprise 73.45% of the
stoneware assemblage. White Salt glazed stoneware dinnerware comprises 16.81% (19)
of the stoneware sherds excavated from Locus 5. Only two white salt glaze sherds are

decorated and they both exhibit molded rims.
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A total of six porcelain sherds were excavated from Locus 5: three of which were
Chinese porcelain and three of which were English soft paste porcelain. All three
Chinese porcelain sherds were decorated with blue handpainting and two of the English
soft paste sherds were handpainted in blue as well.

Coarse earthenwares comprise 63.05% (2215) of the ceramic material excavated
from Locus 5. One of the most prevalent coarse earthenwares in the Locus 5 assemblage
is Afro-Antiguan wares. Within the Locus 5 assemblage at Green Castle Estate, 81.49%
(1805) of the coarse earthenwares are Afro-Antiguan wares. Afro-Antiguan ceramics
comprise 35% of the total assemblage from Locus 5. Over 90% (1630) of the Afro-
Antiguan ceramics excavated from Locus 5 are body sherds. 9.53% (172) of the sherds
are rim sherds, the majority (51.74%, 89) being everted rims. 34.30% (59) of the rims
are straight rims and 13.95% (24) are unidentifiable rim types. Only 1 base sherd and 1
handle sherd were found in the Locus 5 excavations. The prevalence of everted rims
suggests the majority of the vessels are restricted jars.

In addition, 88.98% (1606) of the sherds were unglazed. The remaining sherds
were thinly slipped with 6.32% (114) having an interior slip, 1.11% (20) having an
exterior slip, and 3.32% (60) being slipped on both the interior and exterior surfaces.
Only six sherds were decorated and each of these were incised by free hand with a plain
band design. The overwhelming lack of decoration on the Afro-Antiguan vessels is a
trait also noticed by Petersen, et al. (1999:185-187).

In corroboration with Petersen, et al.’s findings, there is clear evidence for the use
of hand coiling in the production of Afro-Antigua wares. Several sherds exhibit evidence

of coiling on sherds that were poorly smoothed and burnished.
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Figure B.4: Evidence of coiling on Afro-Antiguan sherds
B.2.2 Locus 5 Glass Summary

Glass artifacts compose 8.2% (418) of the total artifact assemblage from Locus 5.
Glass artifacts were catalogued giving priority to the method of manufacture and on the
vessel form of the artifact. These attributes contribute to an interpretation of the dating of
the site and to an understanding of vessel function and use. Here, | will give an overview
of the glass assemblage from Locus 5 and highlight several of the glass artifacts that
stand out within the assemblage.

The majority of the glass artifacts were manufactured using a technique labeled as
“mouth blown.” Mouth blown glassware is not machine made nor was it made using a
press mold (Jones and Sullivan 1985:17). Indeed, mouth blown glassware is
characterized more so by the lack of distinctive features that would signify the material
was free blown, molded, or machine made and also includes vessels that may have been
made using a variety of techniques on different components of the vessel (Jones and
Sullivan 1985:17). 54.55% (228) of the glass recovered from Locus 5 is mouth blown.
The absence of traits characterizing free blown or molded manufacture might be due to

the nature of the glass assemblage from Locus 5. The majority, 86.36% (361), of the
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glass sherds recovered from Locus 5 are body sherds. In addition, many sherds were
very small in size, averaging 22.71 mm in length along the longest axis.

There is not a wide variety of vessel forms among the mouth blown glass as
92.54% (211) of the glass sherds are bottle fragments. 51.31% (117) of the sherds are
dark olive, wine bottle fragments. 39.47% (90) of the sherds are unidentified bottle
fragments. The ambiguity of what types of bottles these sherds may have come from
rests in the variety of colors of these sherds, and their small size and thickness. The
average size of the unidentified bottle fragments is 21.38 mm while the average thickness
of these sherds is only 2.60 mm. A total of 4 of the mouth blown glassware sherds were
identified as fragments of a case bottle (1 sherd), a beer bottle (2 sherds), and a perfume
bottle (1 sherd). One glassware sherd was identified has being a piece of stemware while
only 6 sherds were identified as having been pieces of unidentified tableware. The
remaining 4.39% (10) of the mouth blown glass artifacts were unidentified as they were
too minute to distinguish vessel forms.

A small percentage of the glass assemblage from Locus 5, 4.78% (20), was
manufactured using mold blown techniques. Mold blown glass vessels are made by
blowing hot glass into a mold until it fills the mold (Jones and Sullivan 1985:23). The
mold blown vessels from Locus 5 were manufacture with the use of a contact mold
(Jones and Sullivan 1985:23). These artifact sherds from Locus 5 exhibit evidence of
molding including mold seams along the vessel.

A majority, 50% (10), of the mold blown glass assemblage were sherds from dark
olive, wine bottles. 35% (7) of the sherds were fragments of unidentified bottles. One

sherd is a fragment of unidentified tableware and 2 sherds are unidentified.
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In addition, several of the glass artifacts from Locus 5, only 3.35% (14), were free
blown. These vessels were made entirely without the use of molds (Jones and Sullivan
1985:22). Other characteristics of free blown vessels including asymmetry, lack of seams
and evidence of molding, along with flowing lines and smooth exteriors, allowed for the
identification of free blown vessels at the sherd level (Jones and Sullivan 1985:22). All
of the 14 free blown sherds were pieces of dark olive, wine bottles. The majority of
these sherds, 6, were base fragments while 4 were body sherd and 1 sherd consisted of
portions of the body and base. Two sherds were bottleneck sherds while 1 sherd was a
piece of the bottle finish.

Machine made vessels are made exclusively from automatic machines and are
characterized by the prevalence of mold seams throughout the vessel (Jones and Sullivan
1985:35-39). Only nine machine made vessel sherds were excavated in Locus 5. Three
sherds were from modern beer bottles, two sherds were from unidentified modern bottles,
two were fragments of modern tableware and two sherds were unidentified. All of these
fragments were excavated in topsoil or in units with evidence of disturbance.

35.17% (147) of the glass artifacts recovered from Locus 5 was manufactured
using unidentifiable techniques. There are several challenges to identifying the
manufacturing techniques of these artifacts. First, these sherds are too minute to identify
manufacturing technique. The average size of these glass artifacts is 19.84 mm along the
longest axis and only 2.11 mm thick. Further, the majority, 61.80% (91) of these artifacts
exhibit patination that limits the extent of analysis on the glass sherds. Nevertheless,
some artifact attributes can be determined from these artifacts in the absence of solid

evidence of manufacturing technique.
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Unfortunately, 59.86% (88) of these artifacts are also of unidentifiable vessel
form. Based on sherd color, it is highly likely that most of these sherds are from bottles
as 62.5% (55) are green in color and 3.41% (3) are olive green. 21.60% (19) of these
sherds are colorless and may be bottle fragments as well. 12.5% (11) of the glass sherds
have an indeterminate color as patination obscures the original color of the sherds.

23.81% (35) of the glassware artifacts of unidentifiable manufacture are identified
as fragments of tableware vessels. These tableware fragments average 18.30 mm in
length and 1.11 mm in thickness. With the exception of 1 blue sherd and one
unidentified sherd, all of the tableware glass is colorless. One sherd (0.68% of the
assemblage) has been identified as a fragment of a drinking glass.

8.84% (13) of the unidentified manufactured glass artifacts are fragments of
unidentified bottles and 6.12% (9) are fragments of wine bottles. One fragment is
classified as a fragment of a beer bottle.

The overwhelming majority of the glass artifacts from Locus 5 are bottle
fragments. Within the glass assemblage, 86.36% (361) of the artifacts are body sherds.
4.31% (18) are bottle shoulder fragments while 4.07% (17) are fragments of the base of
vessels. A very small percentage of the assemblage consists of bottle finish, neck, or
vessel rim fragments (1.44% [6], 2.15% [9], and 1.67% [7], respectively).

B.2.3 Metal Artifacts from Locus 5

Metal artifacts compose 15.36% (783) of the artifact assemblage from Locus 5.
The majority, 69.18% (54) of the metal artifacts were composed of ferrous nails and nail
fragments. Of the ferrous nails, 27.36% (148) were machine cut, 24.40% (132) were

handmade, 19.22% (104) were machine drawn or wire nails, and the remaining 27.02%
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(157) were of an indeterminate manufacturing technique. 100 of the 104 modern,
machine drawn nails were excavated from Units 15 and 16 where there is clear evidence
of modern disturbance to the site. Remnants of a black plastic bag along with two
modern soda can tabs were found within the same context and it is most probable that
someone dropped the bag of nails while working on the site. From this evidence, it is
clear that the overwhelming majority of nails excavated within historic context are
machine cut or handmade nails.

The rest of the metal artifacts represent an array of miscellaneous artifacts without
any substantial percentage of other artifact type. 22.51% (176) of the metal artifacts
consist of ferrous metal hardware of indeterminate forms. This is largely due to the
levels of corrosion to the ferrous metal. A variety of artifact forms compose the
remaining 8.31% of the metal artifacts including fragments of barrel hoops (2.94%, 23),
handles of metal eating utensils (0.64%, 5), as well as pieces of corrosion and slag.
Interestingly, the most prominent items of personal adornment were constructed of metal
and include two molded buckle fragments and two buttons.

B.2.4 Tobacco Pipes, Faunal Materials, and Stone Artifacts from Locus 5

The remaining 7.55% of the Locus 5 assemblage is composed of tobacco pipe
fragments (152), faunal materials (150), and stone artifacts (63).

Tobacco Pipes make up 2.98% (152) of the Locus 5 assemblage. With the
exception of two tobacco pipe fragments of an unidentified manufacture type, all of the
tobacco pipe artifacts are fragments of molded tobacco pipes made from imported, white
earthenware. Nearly half (48%, 71) of the tobacco pipe artifacts are stem fragments. The

average bore stem diameter is 1.81 mm or 4.59/64™ inch. Drawing on Binford’s (1962)
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straight-line regression model for determining the mean date of tobacco pipe manufacture
based on bore diameter, the mean date of the tobacco pipe assemblage from Locus 5 is
1756.24. Based, on the tobacco pipe stem data, then, the tobacco pipe assemblage can be
dated to the middle of the eighteenth century.

Tobacco bowl fragments, though, make up a considerable portion of the tobacco
pipe assemblage, comprising 47.30% (70) of the artifacts. Five of the tobacco bowl
fragments have been identified from known historical bowl forms (Atksinson and Oswald
1969). Three fragments were identified as type 27, dating to 1780-1820 and two
fragments were identified as type 25 dating to 1700-1770 (Atkinson and Oswald 1969).
In addition to the pipe stem and pipe bowl fragments, two complete pipes and three
artifacts that consisted of bowl, base, and stem were excavated from locus 5. In general,
the tobacco pipe assemblage dates to the second half of the eighteenth century.

Faunal materials make up only 2.94% (150) of the Locus 5 assemblage.
Identification of faunal materials was very difficult due to the extremely minute size of
many faunal remains. Yet, some insight was made into the nature of the faunal
collection. Only 18% (27) of the faunal material from Locus 5 consisted of shell
remains. Of these, most were remains of the West India Top Shell (Cittarum pica).
Several fish remains include the pharyngeal teeth of parrotfish (Scaridae). In addition to
sea creatures, the faunal remains included some evidence of domesticated mammals
including (Bos taurus) and pig (Sus) remains. In general, the faunal assemblage is very
small.

Stone artifacts comprise 1.24% (63) of the Locus 5 assemblage and include chert

and flint flakes, pieces of slate and quartzite. Chert, honey flint, and gray flint artifacts
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comprise the bulk of stone assemblage representing 26.98% (17), 20.63% (13), and
19.05% (12) respectively. Two chert gunflints were found in the Locus 5 excavations.
Slate fragments compose 20.63% (13) of the stone assemblage. As the slate fragments
are relatively small (averaging 38.73 mm in length and 19.84 g in weight) and were
found in two sets of four congruous units, it is unlikely they were used in roof tiling or
throughout the domestic spaces associated with enslaved laborers. One piece of quartz
and one piece of quartzite along with 3 smooth pebbles were also among the stone
assemblage.

B.2.5 Beads and Buttons from Locus 5

One wound glass bead was recovered from Locus 5. It is a spheroid bead made
from colorless glass. The bead exhibits patina on its exterior surface.

Two buttons were recovered from Locus 5 excavations. One is an incomplete cut
button made from copper alloy. The shank has been broken off. The other is a complete,
pewter, stamped button with an Alpha-style shank.

B.3 Locus 4 Unit Excavation Artifact Summaries

Excavations at Locus 4 yielded a variety of material culture dating from the
nineteenth century. The majority of the materials recovered from this locus are ceramics,
making up 33.54% (876) of the artifacts recovered from this area. Glass artifacts
compose 31.13% (813) of the collection whereas metal artifacts represent 24.12% (630)
of the material culture recovered. Faunal materials comprise 8.65% (226) and tobacco
pipes represent only 1.26% (33) of the Locus 4 assemblage. Composite artifacts (0.19%,
5), stone artifacts (0.80%, 21) and synthetic/modern artifacts (0.31%, 8) compose the rest

of the Locus 4 artifacts.
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Figure B.5: Summary of Artifact Classes excavated from Locus 4
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As stated above, ceramics comprise 33.54% (876) of the artifacts recovered from
Locus 4. There was a wide variety of ceramics recovered from Locus 4 including coarse
earthenwares, porcelains, refined earthenwares, and stonewares

Imported, refined white earthenwares make up 74.14% (648) percent of the
ceramic assemblage from Locus 5 and largely date to the nineteenth century. Eight types
of refined earthenwares were identified in the Locus 5 assemblage and all of them were
used in calculating a mean ceramic date for the assemblage of 1833. Though a wide
variety of wares were identified, the majority of refined earthenwares were sherds made
of pearlware and whiteware. Pearlware sherds comprise 51.70% (335) of the refined
earthenwares excavated from Locus 4. Whiteware sherds comprise 45.37% (294) of the
refined earthenwares. A variety of refined earthenwares including Astbury-type (1),
creamware (6), ironstone (2), redware (1), Whieldon-type ware (4), and yellowware (4)
comprise the remaining 2.93% of the refined earthenware sherds from this locus.

66.34%% (430) of the refined white earthenware assemblage consisted of
decorated sherds which contributed to the calculation of a mean ceramic date of 1846 for
decorated sherds. A variety of decorative techniques were exhibited in the refined white
earthenware assemblage from Locus 5 including incising, molding, painting, printing,

slip, and sponge.
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Figure B.7: Summary of Decorative Techniques on Refined White Earthenwares

Stoneware ceramics comprise only 3.20% (28) of the entire ceramic assemblage
from Locus 4 and British stonewares including Fulham type (6), Staffordshire (1), and
unidentified British stoneware (6) comprise 46.43% of the stoneware assemblage. White
Salt glazed stoneware dinnerware comprises 17.86% (5) of the stoneware sherds
excavated from Locus 4. Only two white salt glaze sherds are decorated, one of which is
molded, the other exhibits sponged decorations.

A total of 60 porcelain sherds were excavated from Locus 4, the majority (80%,
48) were English Soft Paste Porcelain. Additional porcelain sherds include Chinese
porcelain (2), English Bone China (5), and Porcellaenous/English Hard Paste (5). Two of
the Chinese porcelain sherds, four of the English Soft Paste sherds, and give of the
English Hard Paste sherds were decorated. All were handpainted, with the exception of

one sherd of English Soft Paste which was molded.
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Coarse earthenwares comprise 15.79% (138) of the ceramic material excavated
from Locus 4. The majority (86.23%, 119) were Afro-Antiguan wares. Unidentified,
regional coarse earthenware (10), redware (8), and slipware (1) comprise the rest of the
coarse earnthenware assemblage from Locus 4.

B.3.2 Locus 4 Glass Summary

Glass artifacts compose 31.13% (813) of the total artifact assemblage from Locus
4. 16.72% (135) of the glass artifacts were mouth blown. 96.30% of the mouth blown
glass sherds are bottle fragments. 42.96% (58) are dark olive, wine bottle fragments.
47.41% (64) of the sherds are unidentifiable bottle fragments. The ambiguity of what
types of bottles these sherds may have come from rests in the variety of colors of these
sherds, and their small size and thickness. Additional mouth blown bottle fragments
within the Locus 4 assemblage include a case bottle (1), ink bottles (3), mineral bottles
(1) and a perfume bottle (1).

15.24% (123) of the glass assemblage from Locus 4 was manufactured using
mold blown techniques. 53.66% (66) of the mold blown bottle fragments were
unidentifiable and 34.15% (42) were wine bottle fragments. Additional bottle fragments
represent beer bottle (1), mineral bottle (1), and perfume bottles (6). Evidence of a
container (2) and tableware (1) were also present.

A relatively large portion (32.59%, 263) of the glass artifacts from Locus 4
exhibit patterns of machine manufacture. 27.76% (73) of these consist of mineral bottles
while 21.67% (57) of these consist of twentieth-century beer bottles. 29.66% (78) of the

bottles were unidentifiable.
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35.44% (286) of the glass artifacts from Locus 4 were manufactured using
unidentifiable techniques. This is largely due to the ubiquity of small body sherds that
will not necessarily indicate evidence of manufacture. 81.82% (234) of glass artifacts of
unidentifiable manufacturing technique were also unidentifiable by vessel form. 11.89%
(34) of the unidentified glass artifacts were tableware sherds, along with 4.55% (13)
being unidentified bottles and 1.40% (4) being wine bottle fragments. One glass
container fragment was identified.

The majority of the glass artifacts from Locus 5 are bottle fragments (59.60%,
481). Within the glass assemblage, 88.23% (712) of the artifacts are body sherds. 2.48%
(20) are bottle shoulder fragments while 2.60% (21) are fragments of the base of vessels.
A very small percentage of the assemblage consists of bottle finish (20), neck (25), or
vessel rim fragments (4).

B.3.3 Metal Artifacts from Locus 4

Metal artifacts compose 24.12% (630) of the artifact assemblage from Locus 5.
The majority, 45.19% (282) of the metal artifacts were composed of ferrous nails and nail
fragments. Of the ferrous nails, 47.87% (135) were machine cut, 34.40% (97) were
machine drawn or wire nails, 1.06% (3) were handmade, and the remaining 16.67% (47)
were of an indeterminate manufacturing technique.

41.99% (262) of the metal assemblage consists of hardware fragments. The rest of
the metal artifacts represent an array of miscellaneous artifacts including boot heel cleat
fragments (4), barrel hoop fragments (3) clothing clasps (2), grommets (4), hinges (2), a

keyhole (1), a musketball (1), a lead pencil fragment (1), and fragments of a spoon (3).
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B.3.4 Tobacco Pipes, Faunal Materials, and Stone Artifacts, and Miscellaneous
Artifacts from Locus 4

The remaining 11.22% of the Locus 4 assemblage is composed of tobacco pipe
fragments (33), faunal materials (226), stone artifacts (21), composite artifacts (5), and
synthetic/modern artifacts (8).

Tobacco Pipes make up 1.26% (33) of the Locus 4 assemblage. All of the
tobacco pipe artifacts are fragments of molded tobacco pipes made from imported, white
earthenware. Nearly half (48.48%, 16) of the tobacco pipe artifacts are bowl fragments.
Stem fragments comprise 45.5% (15) of the tobacco pipe assemblage. The average bore
stem diameter is 0.76 mm or 1.85/64" inch. Drawing on Binford’s (1962) linear
regression model for determining the mean date of tobacco pipe manufacture based on
bore diameter, the mean date of the tobacco pipe assemblage from Locus 5 is 1861.07.
Based, on the tobacco pipe stem data, then, the tobacco pipe assemblage can be dated to
the second half of the nineteenth century. The remaining tobacco pipe fragments consist
of one bowl-base fragment and one complete bowl.

Faunal materials make up only 8.65% (226) of the Locus 5 assemblage.
Identification of faunal materials was very difficult due to the extremely minute size of
many faunal remains. Yet, some insight was made into the nature of the faunal
collection. 45.45% (100) of the faunal remains consisted of shell fragments. While most
of these (87) were unidentifiable, 13 were the remains of the West India Top Shell
(Cittarium pica). Several fish remains including 13 vertebra and one pharyngeal teeth
fragment of the parrotfish (Scaridae) were identified. Mammal remains include the

fragment of one cow (Bos taurus) tooth and one cow vertebra. In addition, one rodent
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bone was identified and a tooth and mandible from small, unidentified mammals were
also present. Unfortunately, due to the minute nature of the faunal material, 44.54% (98)
of the faunal remains were unidentifiable.

Stone artifacts comprise 0.80% (21) of the Locus 5 assemblage and include chert
and flint flakes, pieces of slate and quartzite. Slate writing tablet fragments comprise the
majority (45%, 9) of the stone assemblage. Chert flakes comprise 30% (6) of the stone
materials while grey flint (2) and honey flint (1) represent 10% and 5% of the
assemblage, respectively. 2 quartzite fragments complete the stone assemblage.

Composite artifacts make up 0.19% (5) of the Locus 4 assemblage and consist of
a sample of bluing powder used in laundering clothes, shell-tempered mortar, and one
modern battery found on the surface of a unit. Synthetic/modern artifacts also consist of
materials found in disturbed surface contexts of Locus 4 and include 5 pieces of plastic.
B.3.5 Beads and Buttons from Locus 4

A total of 4 beads were excavated from Locus 4 and they were all made of glass.
Two were wound beads, one was drawn, and one was manufactured using unidentifiable
techniques. One bead (MAH-15-08-1027) is a simple, round bead that was made of blue
glass. The bead is opaque and is patinated. MAH-15-08-1300 is a simple round bead
made out of opaque black glass. The manufacturing technique employed for this bead is
indeterminable. MAH-15-08-1527 is a simple round bead made out of dark olive glass. It
is wound and exhibits no sign of patination. MAH-15-09-4097 is a drawn bead that was
made of orange glass. It is opaque and cylindrical in shape with evidence of sawing as an

end treatment. The bead exhibits no patination but is weathered.
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A variety of buttons were recovered from the Locus 4 excavations. Buttons were

manufactured from bone, shell, glass, metal, and synthetic materials and exhibit a variety

of manufacturing techniques such as cut/carved, molded, and stamped.

B.4 Functional Analysis

Avrtifacts from the Locus 4 and Locus 5 unit excavations were also grouped

according to functional purposes based on five functional categories: foodways, personal

adornment, personal activities (including hygiene and beauty practices), utilitarian

activities, and architectural materials. All diagnostic artifacts were included in the

functional analysis.

Subcategory Type of Artifact Total
Food Faunal 148
Storage Ceramic Beaker 3
Bottle 1
Milk Pan 4
Mug/Can 20
Pitcher/Ewer 5
Storage Jar 8
Glass Bottle, beer 6
Bottle, case 1
Bottle, unid. 112
Bottle, wine 150
Serving Ceramic Bowl 713
Lid 3
Plate 200
Saucer 8
Serving Dish 3
Teacup 16
Unid: Tableware 649
Unid: Teaware 127
Glass Drinking glass 1
Stemware 1
Tableware, unid. 44
Metal Utensil Handle 5
Cooking Ceramic Pipkin 1
Afro-Antiguan wares 1795
Total 3484

Table B.2 Locus 5 Foodways Artifacts
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Personal Adornment Total Personal Activities Total
Buttons 2 Copper Thimble 1
Molded Buckle 2 Tobacco Pipes 148
Quiartzes 3 Gunflints 2
Bead 1 Flakes 42
Writing Slate 13
Bottle, perfume 1
Laundering pebbles 3
Total 8 Total 210

Table B.3 Locus 5 Personal Adornment and Personal Activities Artifacts

Utilitarian Total Architectural Total
Barrel Hoop 23 Hinge 1
Chain Link 1 Nails 542
Lead Container 1 Copper Nail 4
Hardware 176

Utilitarian, misc. 23

Total 224 Total 547

Table B.4 Locus 5 Utilitarian and Architectural Artifacts



298

Subcategory Type of Artifact Total
Food Faunal 220
Storage Ceramic Bottle 1
Jug 2
Lid 1
Mug/Can 7
Pitcher/Ewer 1
Storage Jar 1
Unid: Utilitarian 35
Glass Bell Jar 1
Bottle, beer 59
Bottle, case 1
Bottle, liquor 7
Bottle, mineral 75
Bottle, unid. 221
Bottle, wine 106
Container, unid. 6
Serving Ceramic Bowl 94
Plate 74
Serving Dish 5
Unid: Tableware 462
Saucer 3
Teacup 2
Unid: Teaware 60
Glass Tableware, unid. 48
Metal Spoon 3
Cooking Ceramic Coal Pot 1
Afro-Antiguan wares 116
Total 1612

Table B.5 Locus 4 Foodways Artifacts
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Personal Adornment Personal Activities Total
Boot Heel Cleats 4 Disk/Coin 2
Clothing Clasp 2 Keyhole 1
Grommet 4 Musketball 1
Ring? 1 Pencil 1
Buttons 1 Top? 1
Beads 4 Thimble 1
Rake 1
Stone flakes 20
Tobacco Pipes 33
Bottle, ink 3
Bottle, perfume 9
Chamberpot 1
Bluing Powder 1
Windowglass 7
Total Total 82

Table B.6 Locus 4 Personal Adornment and Personal Activities Artifacts

Utilitarian

Architectural

Total

Barrel Hoop
Cap

Chain Link
Clamp
Hardware
Hardware, unid.
Hook

Hose Clamp
Lead

Metal Link
Metal Rim
Stake
Wire-Copper
Wire-lIron Alloy

N
()]
N

Hinge

Joint with Bolt
Nails

Screw

Mortar

2
1
282
1
3

Total

WOINFP,FPWRAELDNO

Total

289

Table B.7 Locus 4 Utilitarian and Architectural Artifacts
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